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Sir william BAKER, Knt. 

WILLIAM MABBOTj'j 

AND ^Efqrs. 

JOHN PAYNE, J 


gentlemen, 

folding rroall Trafls. in confequence of onpro- 
voted injunes, were haftily thrown together, during 
the late clamorous difputes between Directors, Proprietors, and 

Candidates for the management of E^-Inja aff^s at home 

j 1 j_How they came to be fo haftdy produced, and 

L" haftily publdhed, it feems requifite I foould explain a little 

more at large- 

AT the beginning of thefe intcfone broils. I was determiu- 
^ fide* and, to fliun folicitation, 

ed to avoid engaging on other lide, 

I difpofed of all the ftoct I ftood poflefled of. -‘^out retam- 
1 aiipoie ^ . jj, 

ing as much as fol „tirement. I had 

firous I was to enjoy m qwet mat i * ;r^ 

4„1, pMi ...!« “t; 
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WILLIAM MABBOT.I 

AND \ Efqrs. 

JOHN PAYNE, J 


GENTLEMEN, 

gpHE following fmall TraAs, in confequence of unpro- 
* A voked injuries, were haftily thrown together, during 
the late clamorous difputes between Diredors, Proprietors, and 
Candidates for the management of Eaft-India affairs at home 

and abroad.-How they came to be fo haftily produced, and 

as haftily publiffied, it feems requifite I fhould explain a little 

more at large. . ^ 

At the beginning of thefe inteftlne broils, I was determin- i 
ed to avoid engaging on either fidej and. to fhun folicitation, 

I dirpofed of all the (lock I flood poflefled of, without retain¬ 
ing as much as might entitle me to a Angle vote; fo truly de- 
firous I was to enjoy in quiet that peaceful retirement, had ^ 

dearly purchafed at the expence of fo many difficulties, mife- | 
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DEDICATION. 


ries, and heavy misfortunes as fell to my lot, while in the fer- 
vice of die Company. 

Such, I fay, were my refolutlons, to which I Ihould moft 
ftrifdy have adhered, if I had not found ray charader firft in- 
diredly, afterwards openly attacked, by the bafcft calumnies 
which were levelled againft me in a manner, fudden, unme¬ 
rited and unexpeded. 

Under thele circumflanoes, there was a necefTity of Jpeak- 
ing for myfelf,^ and, which was ftill more unplealing, 1 found 
myfelf likewife cooftrained to enter upon my vindication with¬ 
out delay. ^The pungency of thefc accu^tions — the precipi¬ 
tancy of the times, and a difpolition to take every thing for 
granted that was not immediately refuted; obliged me not on¬ 
ly to difpatch them as quickly as was polHble, but alfo to pro¬ 
duce them in like hurry to the publick eye. 

It was from thefe accidents, which I could not cither fore- 
fee or avoid, that they came into the world not fo well digeft- 
ed, and with much iefs accuracy, than the candid part of man¬ 
kind have a right to exped in every produdion that claims 
their confideration, and is fubmitted to their judgment. 

To the fame caoTes I may very juflly refer thofe errors of 
the prefs, which were in fome of tliem fo numerous as fcarce 


to 
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to leave the fenfe intelligibie ; to fay nothing of other miftakes 
in ortht^raphy and didion, all arifing from the utter impoffi- 
bility of allowing me time requifite to rcvife and corrcd the 
proof fheets. 


It b from a juft fenfe of thefe involuntary imperfedions» 
that I have been led to review, to reform, and to call into 
fomewhat a different fhape, thefe little pieces, that were thus 
expofed i and to render them ftill clearer and more fatisfadory, 
I have added feme other Trads, which, however feafenable, 
I had not the leifure to prepare, and which, from my obferv- 
ing the obfeurity arifing from their omiftlon, I conceived it my 
duty to add as feon as opportunity would permit. 

* Mv narrative of the fatal cataftrophe at Calcutta, and that 
unexampled fccne of horror to which fo many fubjeds of Great 
Britain were expofed in the pdfon of the Black-Hole, has fo 
clofe a connedion with one of the pieces that precede it, as 
fearcc to require an apology for reprinting it in this edition j 
prefixing, as a frontifpiece to the Volume, a Print of the Mo¬ 
nument which I ereded, at my own expence, to the memory 
of thofc unhappy fufferers, 

Manv, if not^moft of the matters contained in thefe llicets, 
are to you, Gen demen, very well known, as having been of- 

ten 
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ten the fubjed of your deliberations; and, therefore, to whom 
could I fo properly addrefs them as to yourfelves ? — Two of 
you firft incited my endeavours, and direded my labours for 
the Comrn’ny*s intereft. “ Mr. Payne, with the fame diftih- 
guiihed zeal, encouraged and fupported them; a zeal truely 
difinterefted, for I was a ftranger to you all; fo that you 
could have no motive to the favour you bellowed, and the 
ptotedion you fo generoufly aiforded me, except the warm 
and pure regard which you ever fhewed, rather than profeffed, 
for that refpedable body, whofe concerns were then commit¬ 
ted to your care. 

, M 

You have, Gentlemen, frequently done me the honour to 
fay, 1 did not dilgrace your patronage, or difappoint your fa¬ 
vourable expedations: to me this was the moft ample re¬ 
ward — but I could not help thinking there yet remained 
fomething due on my part; and that 1 ought to attempt the 
jullifyiog your choice to the knowing, the ingenuous, and the 
judicious world. 

This became more efpecially incumbent on me, when I 
found Envy and Malice arraign the charader of him, whom 
you had efpoufed, and whom you had fo long honoured with 

your friendfliip.-This, I thought, I could not better effed 

than by publifliing the following Pieces. 

( 


With 


. D E I C ^ ^ ^ ® 

With all poffible fubmiffion, I lay them in their new drefs 
before you, as thereby I am favoured with what I have long 
and ardently wiftied, an opportunity of giving this publick 
teflamony of a grateful hearty for the many and repeated pt tofs 
{ have received of your re^eibable patronage > 


I am, 


Gentle men, 


Motuit Felix, 
Wahoa upon T)iexne$| 

. July J. 


Your moft obliged, and 

moft obedient humble fcn'Mt, 


J. Z, H O L W E L L. 





r/ 




■ /. pso'■ i-j#'‘T t- a^'-a v 

-^■•" V:«TTli50fJ'5i>’ .blllfvV bn, "* 


. rmii I 


J ! 

’v» 


Ai 


V 


v SU aj T5! f 'J 


•1, 


4 


i>h4‘^iic?gH'^> finisi' H,'-Y 






A :m i 'I'u 


--ts' 






'■ '^'^■' -i’*' 


■w 


.'-?•,3 a?5 ..V T 


; \ 







'1 




J C 


I 

P: 


*. 




• jt 


I ' 


.“i' 


(■ 




A N 


A D D R. E S S 

T O T H E 

.* 

Proprietors of East India Stock 
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The unavoidable Necessity and real 
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Revolution- in BENGAL, m 1750. 


By JOHN ZEPHANIAH HOLWELL. 
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Proprietors of East India Stock. 


Gentlcmrn and LapieSi 

I KNOW not any body of people in the kingdom fb much to be pJiied, ^ 

or fo deservedly the object of attention,^ at this period, as yourfelves; 

ftrangers to the fecrct fprings and workings of the great machine you 

arc embarked in, you muft be alfo ftrangers to the nature of hs def^^, 

and incapable of applying proper remedies to its irregular, and confequcfitly 

defirudtive motions. ' 

* 

Thofc intmftfd with the conduct of your concerns at home, d 1 ftraft¬ 
ed and divided in^cir councils j your Agents abroad, in ihe fame un¬ 
happy divifions and animofities; a general Court at hand, where it is to 
be feared, not one in a hundred of you will he able to form any clear idea 
of the matters to be difeuffed : What falutary effects then can be expect¬ 
ed from its refblncions, in your prefent nu in formed date ? 

I will not- begin fo endlefs a work as the inve(ligating, from their ori¬ 
ginal foorce, the various combined caufes, which gave rife to thefe difleti- 
lions, as it would anfwer no one ukful purpofe at prelent t an honefl in¬ 
dignation, and true regard for the welfare ol the Company provokes my 
pen, to refeue you from inapreffions, the beft and molt fenf hic are fbme- 
times liable to, from mifreprcfeiitatlon, artful inveftlve, plaufiUlr, fpeej- 
oub, though fallacious argument, and cruel Inf nuation ; enough of thtfe 
arc, at this particular juniSirre, thrown out to amufe and blind you, by 
fome no better acquainted with the iUbjefts they write and ipcak on, than 
moil of yourlelves- 







The profJuiftions of paltry rcribters arc below mine, and every gentle- 
m;>n's notJee^ (tiieh as appeared in a hte evening papei) but when men 
of fenfe, virtue and character, and others who have polTetTed high and 
didlngudlied Aatlons and'tniiduments in your fcrvice, join the cry, and 
help til' keep up and increaie this anarchy in your affaire, It U time tr' guard 
you, not only againff the venom of thdr pens, but their tongues allb; 
lor, trom them there may be danger. 

That your affairs have been brought to the brink of ruin, is moll cer¬ 
tain, and poffibly by this time (tho* God forbid) you may not have a 
foot of land, nor a rupee of property, iri the three provinces of Bengal ; 
a difiiaal and alarming prof'peft.—The qaeftbn is, What is the real and 
more immediate caufe of this melancholy fituation ? If you hearken to 
the prefent torrent of abufe, you will bc told, the revolution which de- 
pofed Mhir Jafficr Aly Khan, and fet up bis fon-in-Jaw, KolTim Aly 
Khan, in the year 1760, is ftained with unparalUUd infamy, and is the 
caufe of every fubfequent mifehief to you: you are further told this 
change will be explained to you frm thi mfi mdQubud autbmty, andim- ■ 
anfmrabk argiirnmu : but nothing of this kiifd yet appears to enlighten 
you. ^ 


From another quarter you arc informed, your Court of Dircdlors are 
cnlpaWe.—Thoic who Ihoot in the ihjrk, may lire boldly indeed, not be¬ 
ing ihimed.otely liable to difcovcry; but then they may be fometimes li 
abl;; to miftake their aim—the charge again fl them Is couched in the fol¬ 
lowing tcrins; “ \ onr Coun of Direflors at home, plcafed with the prefent 
» advantages, never examined the means by which th-- were obtained 
whence the nccciTnie^ arofe that were pleaded In ex'cufe of the rcvojn 
** tion."—I OiQuld be grieved you could imagine I am fet down to form 
an apology for the whole condudl of your Court of Direaors —Far b 
it from me-hut as I know their Judgment on, and fanaion 'riven to ihb 
revolution, were the rcfult of mature examination, both as to^'the mean? 
and necemti^ that produced it, it would be ditboneft in me not to fhJ 
to i and I will venture to pronounce, that before I cb'fe this AdJrcA Z 
you yourldves will acquit them of this charge, and be convinced their 
enntjuit, as to this particular tranfadion. was llridlly conGfteut not on I 
with your intereff, but honour—nor will I doubt, hut this revolution wi ! 
in the fequcl. reflea honour and credit ou every one of your fervants ml ’ 
haJ a part In it. ■' ■ “ 


To vindicate the revolution of i;6o, is the tafk I now imnnf^ __ 

myfllf, not only for your infennation, f,chough I confefs th f to 
(noviog, and at Uiis time a very cffcntial conl^cration) but alii in julhfi^ 

catioa 
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cation of myftlf, wlio, it is very well known, bad To large a (hare tn it, 
and in defence of one of the beft and moft capable fervants you ever had 
abroad, Jufticc to bis merits exafls this leftlmony from me, though he 
fuperceded me in the government of your prcfidcncy of Bengal 1 con¬ 
ceive Mr, Vanfittart's charafler, on this occafion, injurioufly traduced ; he 
is not here to vindicAic himfelf; it is ihcrcforc incumbent on me (who only 
can) to do it; the more efpccially, bccaufc if any juft cenfurc lies ft 
him, on account of this revolutiBn, it is owing to the reprdelations laid 
before him by me, touching the ftute of the Company’s atfairs at the 
period he came to the government* 

Frevious to laying proofs and vouchers Jpeforc you, it will not be 
to fay what [ tend to prove. I therefore fet out wkh ihcfc pofitions ; birft. 
That the diftreft fituaiion of your affairs, as well as imj^nding rum oi 
the provinces, made it unavoidably neceffary to dlydl Mhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan of power to do greater milchiefs, as by a feries of mal-adminittra- 
tbn and cruelties he had well nigh brought himfclf, his family, the pro¬ 
vinces, and the Company, to deftruSiou ; fo that it became a reproac 
to the Englifh name and arms to fupport his tyrannic government any 
longer. Secondly, That Mhir JalEer Aly Khan was guilty of a breach 
of every article of the offenfivc and defenfive treaty made with him m 
the year 1757, when he was by us promoted to the Subafhip of JJen- 

oah _ ^Thirdly. That your honour, and the honour of the nation, remain 

inviolate, and fland unimpeached by this rcvoilutioii, though the contrary 
has been fo iuduftrioufly infinuated. 

This conteff is reducible to a very narrow compafs.—If the depofing 
Mhir Jaffier Aly Khan was a juft and neceffary incafurc, every fubfcqucnt 
oppolidan to it muft l-e wrong, and highly detrimental to your interclt, 
trade, and poffeflionSi on the contrary, if you deem the dcpolmg Mhir 
luffier Aly Khan, an unjuft and unneceffary mcafure, the rdtonng him 
muft be right, in the eye of ftria jufticc, provided fuch reflorauon is fo 
circumftanccd, as to be brought about without the manifeft hazard of 
ruin to your affairs. On this we join iffuc, and proceed to our proofs. 
In order to which, a ftiort introdudlion to fai^ls will be needful. 

In Auguft 1760, Henry Vanfiitart, Efqj arrived at Fort William, Ben¬ 
gal, and received the government. Your affairs, as well as the (late ot 
the provinces, being in a moft ruinous, imricate, and dtspintcd fituation, 
Mr. Holwcll thought it an indffpenfable duty on him, to draw up fuch a 
clear reprefenration of thefe matters as ftiould afford ihst gentleman an 

immediate general idea of pur poUikal ftate at that penod-which he ac- 
° ccrdingly 
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cordi^ did, in tlin following terms, rntrodnccd by a Ihort aiMrjfi to 
yoor fcctct Committee, 

To theTBitoarable Hekhs- VAN siTTAar. Efq; Members of ihe 

^ Selcdt Committee. 

Sir and Sirs, 

S my healthy and the confideraiion of other circumftanceSy wil! fooa 
‘' Oblige me to requeft permiffion of the Board to refign the fervicc I 
beg leave, previous to th^t ftep, to accompany this fliort addrefi with 
inch remarks and memorials, as may convey to the Honourable the Pre 
hdent, (fo lately arrived among ypu) a knowledge of the prefent ftate and 
fituation ot the Company's ad^irs, aa they ftaiid coiincaed with, or are 
Qepeudant on, the country government of Bengal. 

1 ha^e the Honour to be, &c. 

I. Z. H, 

M E M O R I A L. 

T? of the prefent ftate of things at Bengal, it will 

be nc^ilul to have a retrofpea to the late revolution of the year ij.-r 
^ hen neceffity. and a juft refentment for the moft cruel injuries, ohhge^d 
us to enter on a plan to deprive Surajud Dowla of his goveriment whfch 
was accordingly done, and Mbit Mahomet Jaffier Aly Khan, fixed by us 
at the head ol the provinces, on certain conditions, and under a treat^ of 
alliance, offcniive and defenfive. ^ 

Su^anlm^r!' thus raifed to the 

.Ubadiip were the conditions of the treaty could not be obtained from 

Jhmirfrf from him j and by a 

^ ^ eyafionii, it was plain, no fingie article would ever 

been complied wirh. had the tuba been inverted with fuHideot power 
Id prevent it or could he have diverted liitnfrlf of his own fears and an 
prehenbons fmm our refentment " 

Tunfca's on the Lindb»were, however, granted for payment of the ftl 
pulatcd fums at Ibtcd tmves, by which tTie Roy RoyJn, for CoIJedtor of 
the Revenues) and the Dewans, Mutfoodies. &c, (dependents of that of- 

fi.c wit I every hirpy employed in the Zemindary or lands, becamrour 
implacable enemict. j and ccntcquently, ^ ecame our 

A party was fron at the Durbar, headctWiy the Suha'. f 
r-n, Jind Raja Rugc EuiLp, who were daily planning Ichtmcs, m {h^kl 
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off ibetr dependance on tlie Englifh, and continually urging to the Suba, 
that until this was effefled, his government was nominal only. The Suba, 
fomcttiing irritated, by the proteflion given fo Raja Doolubram, bencr 
known by the name of Roy Doolub, and weak and irrclblutc in him [elf, 
fell too foon into thefe ientiments. 

The fir ft flep taken to accompllfti this febeme of independence, was, 
to aftaflinatc and cut off, under one pretence or another, every mini Her 
and officer at the Durbar, whom they knew were attached to the Eng- 
lifti: to this purpofe, Coja Haady, and Coffim Aly Khan, firit and 
fecond Buxey, were affaffinaied In Novenvher and December lys^* 
ter many attempts made on the perfons of Rhcim Khan and Golatn Shaw, 
his tinde and brother, they were at laft obliged to feck an afylnm with 
the Shaw Zadda, 1759- Eoy Doolub’s fon and four brothers were pro- 
feribed, on no oiher caLifc, but his known inviolable attachment to us | 
this family would have fallen a facrifice had they not been rcfctied out of 
the Suba’s hands by force of arm^. Omhir Beg Khan would, from tfje 
fame caufr, have fuffered the fame fate, had he not given his folcmn 
engagement to quit the kingdom, which he accordingly did, in a mifer- 
ablc ftatc of health, and lived only to arrive at BufTofah. 

The next projedb of the‘Durbar, appeared (by every rubfequenf con¬ 
curring circumftance) to be a fecret negotiation with the Dutch, for tran- 
fponing troops from Batavia into thefe provinces, that with their united 
force a flop might be put to the power of the Englifh. This feheme 
was condufied by Raja Raage Bullob, on the part of the Suba, and by 
Fookru Toojaar Khan ^better known by the name of Coja Wazeed) on 
the part of the Dutch, about Oaober or November 1758, the period 
when the Decan expedition took place under Colonel Forde, and yoar 
garrifons were much reduced- 

Soon after the provinces were invaded by the Shaw Zadda, (undoubt¬ 
ed heir to the Mogul empire) on the fide of Patna, and Colonel Clive, 
with the Englifh troops and Seapoys, joined the Suba and his army^ and 
by forced marches preferved Rajah Ramnaran (Nabob of Patna) fteady 
in his duty, and arrived juft in time to favc that cry and province, and 
drive the Prince beyond the river Korrumnafla, and brought the Bodge- 
poore, &c. countries ondcr fubjeiSioit. 

The Prince, more than once, wrote to the Colonel, offering any terms 
for the Company and himfelf, on condition the Englifh would qmt the 
Suba, and join his arms j bur the Colonel, thinking it incompatible with 
oyr treaty of alliance, gave the Prince no encouragement. 
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At the end of the campaign^ in June i 7 $Qt the Colonel returned to 
us } and about the fame time, the Suba ana young Nabob Mhiran arrived 
at Muxadabad: both, now, with full convi^on of our firm attachment 
to hla government and family, and of our religious regard to treaties. 
What fenfe they retained of thefe obligattons, and how long, will appear 
by and by. 

The Suba and his fon, thinking thcmfelvcs now better eflabliflicd in 
the government, and Icreened by fuch a powerful fupport as our arms, 
fct no bounds to tbeir cruelties, oppredions, and exadlions from thofc 
who had any thing to be plundered of j and thefe barely received a check, 
from the frequent and feverc remondrauces of Colonel CJive to die Suba, 
on a conduct, which he foretold him, mafit fram the general elation of 
his peoplet end in the deJiruBson of himjelfy family^ and ceuntry-'^His troops 
clamorous for their pay, whild the Suba, in place of appropriating the 
fums he had acquired, by repeated adadinatjons, to the jud demands of 
his Jummautdars and troops, lavifhcd the lame in boundkfs extrava-* 
gancics. 

About the latter end of July 1759, the young Nabob arrived in Cal¬ 
cutta, on a pretended viCi to the Colonel; but the real dedgn was, to 
negotiate, if poinble, the furrender of Roy DoolJub, and two or three 
other articles, given him in charge by his father * fuch as, giving up the 

Tunka lands on fecurity,—borrowing a large fura of money ;_but In 

thefe the fon proving unfuccefsful, a mem^r of the Board and Seledt 
Committee, was, at his dedre, fgnt to accompany him to the chy, to re¬ 
concile the Suba to the negatives his fon had met with at Calcutta, and at 
the dime time to intimate tjo him the advice we had received, that a large 
armament was fitting out at Batavia, dedined for Bengal, and to know 
his refolution, in cale that force arrived in the river. 

He was not to be reconciled to the refufals his fon had met with, but 
determined to (17 his own power, and declared his intention to vifit the 
Colonel himfdf in September, (which he did, but with no more fuccefs) 
he feemed to make light of the intclUgcncc touching the Dutch arma¬ 
ment, and not to give much credit to it, though he difeovered great per¬ 
plexity j however^ he wrote a letter to the Colonel, demanding our alTif- 
tance, by virtue of the treaty of alliMicc, in cafe the Dutch troops came 
into the river. 

The armament from Batavia arrived doting his vifit at Calcutta • bis 
ftay after tliat was Jhort, his mind feemed much enabarrafied, and his 
whole fublcquent condufl gave mult undoubted proofs, that the Dutch 

force 
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force was arrived at his Invitation i that fucb were the fentiments of Co¬ 
lonel Clive and his Council, appears from the narrative of our coiitdl 
with the Dutch. November 1759, tranfmitted to the Court ef Direftors 
and to our fevcral Admirals; a pemfal of this narrative will convince the 
impartial, that the Suba's behaviour on this occaQon, was a rnotl flagiti¬ 
ous breach of the treaty of aUiance i and that no terms whatciN^ fliould 
have been preferved with him after fuch treachery and ingratitutrci to 
which we may add, by way of illuflrstion, the fubfer^ucrit farces carried 
on between the Nabobs and the Dutch, even until the montlfj of July 
1760, as fet forth in the feveral letters between Mr. HolwcU and the Re- 
fident at Morad-Baag, on this fubjcia, to which 1 refer; where it will 
appear mod manlfeil, tba the Suba’s real intentions never were to oppofe 
thefe people, thougli he was from time to time calling upon us, and dc- 
mandiog afEubnee, by virtue of the treaty of alliance fubfifting between 
him and the Englilh witnefs the private orders and inflrudlions given 
to his fon in-law, Mbit Mahomet Coflim Aly Khan, fo oppofite to the 
public orders giv' ri to amufe and deceive us, when he was font down to 
demolifh the new ’.vorks at Chinfura, the apparent delay in which drew 
much cenfure upon that General, until the troth was known. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, the Shaw Zadda invaded the pro¬ 
vinces again, with a force more refpciftable than in the preceding one, 
both in B^ps and commanders, by the revolt of Comgar Khan, Golani 
Shaw, Rbeim Kban. and others; the Snba, by this time, having made 
himfdf and family fo univerfally hated, that we may juftly fay, there was 
hardly a man in the province that did not wifli fucccis to the Prince. 

Colonel Clive refigned the government early in February 1760, about 
which time the Morattors entered the province from the fouthward, and 
pienetratcd Burdomaan country, making a conGderablc diverGon in favour 
of the Prince j the Suba demanded a body of our troops Seapoys and 
field arfillery, for defence of his country, to join his army under the 
command of Mhir Coflim Aly Kban; which were granted -but here 
the fervjce expeaed, and intended by this united force, was intirdy frn- 
firated, by the puGllanimous and contradiaory orders from the Suba to 
that General, which ended at lafl in commanding him to advance towards 
Cutwah, for the defence of the city, in place of ordering him to March 
to the fouthward, againfV the Morattors, to drive them out of the coun¬ 
try; and this in oppoGtioti to the ftrongeft remonftranccfi made againtl it, 
by Mr. Holwdl and Mhir Coffim Aly Khan : thus the country fell a prey 
ro the Morattors, and a total flop was put to the colleaion of our 1 unkaa, 
gn which was ouf. dependence and expcaatlon, tor the fervicc of the 
year. Military Corrcfpondence, Feb, and Mar. 1760.) 
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Our troop?, under command of Major Call laud, in conjundMon with 
the Suba’a army, commanded by his forv'Mhiran, had taken the field fome 
time before Colonel Clive’s departure for Europe, and fliaped their rout 
towards Patna, whilft the Suba remained In the neighbourhood of Raja^ 
maal, a check uponCuddeim HoHeln Khan, Nabob of Purnea. 

A regular and particular detail of the tranfadions of this laborious cam- 
paign, u ill not be expcded here, as the progrefs of it will prefent itfelf in 
the courfc of the military correrpondence, hid before the Scled Commit¬ 
tee ; therefore general remarks on the luccefs, efledls, and probable con- 
fcquences, will fuffice. 

This campaign, like the former ones, produced no definithe adtlon, or 
flroke, to lay the Icifl foundadon of peace to the provinces: in the courfc 
of if, three morally furc, and important opportunidcs, were loft by the 
cowardice of both Nabobs.—The firft, when MhIran refufed to join Ma¬ 
jor Caillaud with his horfe, in the immediate purfuit of the Prince, when 
defeated near Patna.—The fccond, w-hen the Suba refufed to comply with 
the Major s requefl and demand, to crofs his horfe over Burdomaan river, 
to attack the Prince, when united with Subabut, the Morattor general.— 
And the third, when in the hfV purfuit of Cuddeim HoiTein Khan, the 
young Nabob refufed to lead or detach his horfe to the Major’s afTiftance, 
by which a general adtion might have been brought on ; but ori^he con¬ 
trary, kept himfdf encamped above a mile in the Major's rear, as if hia 
intentions were to leave our troops, without horfe, a facrifice to the enemy. 

On the near approach of the Major to Patna, he received a Phirmaund 
from the Prince, of which hcadvlled the Board, and promifed to forward 
a copy I but no wonder that, in the courfe of fo extraordinary and fatiguing 
a campaign, it firould efcape his memory.— On the Shaw Zadda’s arrival 
in the Bierboheen country, (after the unexpedted march he formed upon 
his defeat near Patna) the Prefident received intelligence that the Suba had 
adually a Vackwl in his camp j and that he was negotiating a feparate 
treaty for himfdf. This appeared to have fo dangerous a tendencvl that 
any means were eligible to obtain the truth. ' * 

The late Prefident, by a third hand, caufed Affud Jiimma Kban, Raja 
of Bierboheen, and his uncle CoragarKhan, to be wrote to, on thisfub- 
Ktt of the Suba’s Vacked and Treaty—This foon produced a Phirmaund 
from the Prince, inclofing copy of the Suba’s Aradafhf. The Prtlident 
made no reply to the Phirmaund, but returned a fhort one to Comcar 
Klian’s letter, (which accompanied the Phirmaund) intimating, that co¬ 
pies were of little validity, where originals were in being. 
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A few days before the Prince began his retreat from the hills, the Preli- 
-dent received a lecond Phirmaund from him, inciofing original ArzHallit 
from tbe^Suba.—AH that can be (aid for or again ft belief being given either 
to the authenticity of the copy or the original, will appear on the face of 
the correfpondence, in two letters from the Prelident to the Major, under 
dates the 22d and a^th of laft April, and to Mr. Haftings tits ReftJenc 
at Morad-baag, the 20th of the fame month ; to thefe, we may farther 
remark, that if they were forgeries, they have yet corruborating fignaturea 
of truth} and the whole tenor of the Suba's conduft mo ft cxaflly tallies 
with the terms of the ArzdaJht for petition). But to refume the courfe 
of the campaign to the prefent time. 

Patna is relieved and fcs-ured for the prefent—^uddelm Hoftein Khan is 
depofed from his government of Parnea, and drove out of the country, 
but with all his treafure and valuable eftcifls, to the reproach and infamy 
of the young Nabob’s memory; fo that after the rains he will eafily joiii 
the Prince, with the eftential ftnews of war, money, the only thing he 
ftands in need of to enable him to harrafs the provinces five years longer. 

The young Nabob is taken off by lighteningi—and our troops are gone 
Into guarters, after having done as much or more than could have been 
expected from men fo wretchedly fupported, by thofe for whofe preferva- 
tion they'endured every diftrefs and fatigue, and braved variety of deaths.—- 

The Prince has found mean^ to preferve himfelf and forces, a footing 
on thjs fide the Sonc, and In the neighbourhood of Patna: it is laid. Corn- 
gar Khan has forfaken the cau/e of the Prince, which appears moll im¬ 
probable ; not only on account that he has no other chance for reimburling 
hlmfclf, but perfeverance; but alfb, becaufe we have undoubted intelli¬ 
gence that 3000 of his troops have joined his nephew, Aflfud jumma 
Khan, who has thrown off his allegiance to the Suba.—Thefe troops arc 
cirtainly lodged, to make an early and Imporiant diverfion, at the opening 
of the next campaign, by entering the Burdomaan count)y as loon as the 
Prince begins to be in motion to the northward; Jund thus our fupplks 
from thence will be again cut off", and the Company’s afi'atrs reduced to 
the Uft extremity of diftrefs, unld's the approaching fhips of the fealon 
relieve irs, or the whole Tuoka’s on thofe laxids be coHealed durng the* 
rains.^The latter is hardly pofHble, and the former carries very Inile pro¬ 
bability with it—The laft propofal from the Suba, to pay our halances,. 
and reJume his lands, is devoutly to be wilhed, but it is to be feared be 
has no meaning ip ijt. 
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The various rcafons urged againft fupporting the prefcnt govenmieut 
longer, on the plan we have been fometlme purfuing, to the heavy injury 
of the Company, with various expedients to rcfcue them from their mani- 
feft approaching ruin, are fet forth at large, in the military correfpond- 
euce—in letters from the Prefidcnt to Major Calllaud, under dates tlie 

24ih and ajih of May, and J4thof June, and 3d of July ; - to Mr. 

Amyaf, under dates the 25th and 30th of May, and ift Julyj to Mr. 
Haftings, under dates the Z4th of May, and 30th of June, and 5th and 
Sth July. 

The fudden death of the young Nabob, if made a proper ufe of, feems 
to point out a middle way, if things are not gone too far already, to admit 
any other alternative than divefting this family from the government alto- 

gtihcr, - Vide the Prcfidcnts letter to Mr. Haft in gs, of the 16th July, 

and to Major Caillaud, of the 26th, on the fubjeft of a fucceftbrto the 
voting Nabob's pofts,— — ■ 

I. Z. H. 

The foregoing Memorial, we believe, would carry fufheient convidlion 
with it, to eftablilh our three pofitions, were we to go no farther: — the 
fadts there ftated are faithfully recited, and without exaggeration : if they 
are not, wc arc open to deteilion, from one fide or other of the prefent 
divillon in the Court of Dirciftors; there are leading members, in both 
parties, who can have recourie to the face of their records of confulta- 
tions and committee proceedings, 

As the feveral charges laid againft Mhir Jaflier Aly Khan, in this Me¬ 
morial, may, by being too much divided, not appear fo clear and intelli¬ 
gible as wc could with, though fufttclcntly fo for whom it was then drawn i 
we {hall, for your more ready comprebenfton, throw the whole into a re¬ 
gular connexion as follows ; ■ - — That, very foon after his advancement, 
he refolved to reduce that power which ralfed him to wealth and princely 
grandeur,—That, in order to efftS it, ha began (by bafe alTaflination^ 
or other methods) to cut off. and drive out of the provinces, every offi¬ 
cer and perfon of importance whom he had the leaft: caufe to furmife fa¬ 
voured our intcreft, or were attached to u:,—That he had been fcarce feat- 
ed in his government, when he entered Into a fccret negotiation with the 
Dutch, to introduce an armament in the Provinces, to counteraift and de¬ 
ft roy our power and influence i—a mcafure as wicked as foolilh. — That he 
was guilty of the deepeft deceit and treachery towards us, his henefadors 
and allies, in repeated inftances, — That, whilft our officers and troops 
were fuffering every diftrefs, and hazard of their lives, in defence of him, 
his fun, and country, our commander in chief was bafely and treacheroufly 

defer ted, 
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dcferted, at three different perieds, by father and fon. — That he meditated 
a feparate, fecret, treaty with the Shaw Zadda, and offered to facrifice ns 
to the Prince, hut was not (happily for us) believed, or heard, —Thai the 
whole term of his government was an uniform chain of cruelty^, tyranny 
and oppreffion, — That (over and above what is charged agaioft him in the 
Memorial) he meditated, and was near carrying into execotion, an infa¬ 
mous fecret treaty with the Morattorr, which would have proved the total 
deftmdiion of the country, if it had not been timely prevented, — That he 
threw every pofllble lett and hindrance in our way, in the colledion of our 
Tunka's, — That he encouraged, and witvkcd at, the obftrudhons given to 
the free currency of our Calcutta Shea's > by which, at times, the Com- 
patny fuficred heavy Ioffes. — ■ 

Each of thefe charges is a violation of that treaty, which put Mhir Jaf- 
fier Aly Khan in pofieffion of a government of more value than many 
kingdomspf Europe, fupported by us at the expence of our blood, until 

k became a fcandal and reproach to our name and nation, - But it is time 

we proceed to other proofs than bare affertions: Thcftr wc Ihall take from 
the corrcrpondcnce fo often referred to j and if, in the feveral vouchers we 
exhibit to you, fomc parts of your affairs Ibould be laid more open than 
you, or rather your Court of Dlredors, wifh—the tieceffity mull; plead 
our apology ; faithfully affuring you, that wc will only touch on fuch mat¬ 
ters as may be abfoluuly requvfitc to fupport our charge. 

Governor Clive departing for Europe the 8th of February-, 1760, Mr, 
Hoi well fuccceded by his rank to the government i the effablijhcd com.- 
mittee entrufted with the conduft of all political occurrences, with the 
country government, con lifted of the Prefident, Peter Amyatt, Efq^ Ma¬ 
jor Caillaud, W. B- Sumner, Efq; and W. Maeguire, Efq, The Major 
and Mr. Amyatt abfent, the ore in the field, the other chief at Patna.— 
We Ihall open oar proofs with a letter from the Prefident to the Major, 
and that gentleman's anfwer, as the correfpondence between Mr, Hoi well 
and Major Caillaud was only on public affairs, which having long ceajed 
to be of a fecret nature, w c think we cannot be Juftly acculed of any breach 
of propriety in publiftiing any part of that CDrrefpoDdcncc which the public 
information calls for ; efpecially, as whatever sve fliall produce from this 
quartcri will redound to that gentleman's honour. 

To John Caillaud, Efq; 


S I R, 


Fort the i jth of February, 1760. 


I Congratulate your fuccefs in the redudtion of Cuddtem Hfiffcin Khan, 
the particulars of which 1 received from the Nabob, and difpat(.hed 
g them 
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them im'meiliatcly to the Colonel, though fear too late for tiis receiving- 
that latlstattioo; he was a good deal anxious on this head, as he feared it 
might have been the caafe of delaying your advance towards Rajah Ram- 
narain. 

Subut at the head of about 300ohorre and a few foot, has advanced a? 
far as Midnapore, and given a general alarm to the country j they demanded 
their chout; If they come with further views, thetr defigns arc not yet 
m3nifened.<^Rumor, without any foundation, fa;, s, that KoyDoolubhas 
encouraged their march ; be it fu or not, I have thought it necefljry to 
have a more than nfual watchful eye over h'm at this jundure.—1 have 
wrote the Nabob on the fubjeft of the Subut's advance; and gave it him 
as my opinion, that as he has now nothing to apprehend from Purnea, he 
/hould return to his capital.—If you judge the fervice to the northward 
will admit of fu-h a ftep, you will enforce it. Your correfpondence will 
ever afford a red pleafure to him, who is with much effeem. Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

I. Z. H. 

To the Honourable J. Z. Holweli., Efq; Prefident and Governor of 

Fort William. 

Sir, Camp Shabfadapore^ Feb, 27. 1760. 

I Have been honoured with your obliging favour of the 15th inllant; you 
may be afliired of finding in me a pundluat corrcfpondcitt, both from 
incUnation and duty. 

The part of your letter. Sir, with regard to Roy Dootub, T have an- 
fwered fully in the general letter which accompanies this.—I fliould have 
firft wrote on the fuhje<a, had you not prevented me; and am almoft con¬ 
vinced, that, on further examination, we (hall find that both your fufpi- 
dons and mine arc true and juft: indeed the Letter to the Shaw Zadda, of 
which I fend the copy, would be quite fufficient to condemn him, were 
it not that there is a poffibillty of its being formed by the Nabob on pur- 
pofc ? 'mHhy from principle^ mry capabit of doing thaf^ or any other tnfa- 

mous aSiicn to gahi bis ends. -1 fhall, hovrever, fufpend my judgment, 

until your examination is over.--The precautions you have taken were 

highly judicious; for though the proofs againft him may not, on trial, 
appear fo clear as we could wi(b for our fatisfadion j yet he Is ffill a per- 
fon to be fufpetflcd, and of confequence cannot be too narrowly or ftriSly 
\yatchcd. ^ ^ 


Your 
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Your opinion,' with regard to the Nabob’s return to the Capital, agreed 
perfectly with mine ; I had advlied him to that ftep before the receipt of 
your letter, and have finee enforced it on your judgment: — he may ca[dy, 
if he pleafes, put an end to this beginning of trouble, if he will pmluc 
the proper rnethods, and pay them tbeir chout but indeed, fo dilatory is 
his conduct in every rcTpeit, and particularly where paymctics of intijiey 
are to be made, that I fuppofe he will put it off, until tlicy come with 
luch a force as will oblige him to it, but that not until they have done 
much damage to the country as will amount to double their tribute regu¬ 
larly paid. 

The more I fcc of the Nabob, the more I am convinced, that he mu ft 
be rumed in fpUc of all our endeavours, if he doth not alter his prcleat 
me.i:Cures.—-He Is neither loved nor feared by his troops or bis people ; ho 
ncgleifts feeuring the one by the badnefs of his payments, and he wants 
fpirlt and ftcadinefs to command the other, - As no one knows him bet¬ 

ter ihao you, Sir, no one is more proper to give him the neceffary advice 
on the occafion ; nor can you too forcibly or frequently reprefent to him, 
the fatal confequcnces, if he perlifts in his folly. Believe me. Sir, with 
truth and rel'pcdt. 

Your obedient and obliged humble Servant, 

J. C. 

Our reafon for introducing the fwft of tbefe letters n for fake of the 
reply, and to do honour to the good fenfc and pcneira&on of that gentle¬ 
man ; who could lb early, and on fij ihort an intercourfe with him, form 
a confummaie judgment of that weak and infatuated man j in wliich he 
had caufe to be coufirmed, day by day. - We have only further to re¬ 

mark, on the fubjedl of this letter, that on the ftrifteft examination into 
the fuppofed letter of Roy Doolub to the Shaw Zadda, Ibid to be inrer- 
cepted by the Suba's Harkarahs, (or fpys) it was proved a palpable for¬ 
gery of the Suba, to get him delivered into his harods y hoping thereby to 

get the plunder of a Corore of Ruj^es. - An attempt limilar to this! he 

made in Colonel Clive's time, againft the fame perfbn, but was fliamc- 
fully detcdlcd j and fare, none but him could ever have thought of it 
again. 

To Mr. Warh^n Hastings, Refident at Morad Baag. 

Sir, Fart Wiliiams aad Feb. 1760. 

I Wrote by the Nabob's iTarkarahs laft night, and this morning received 
your favour cif the 18th, and obferved, by the Nabob's repeated an- 
xietics concerning Subut,' that his intelligence or that head is very imper- 

C tedt j 
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■ ills tree be has pofTeffed himfelf of Midaaporr, bat aj yet there ap- 
pearS not the Itaft foundation for his inppofed advance to 
himfdf remains at MIdnapore, iomc of h.s people are 
dercona. and a very few to t'owannypore, but not a man 
to the northward of that place i if he ever had any of marching to 

the dry, the advance of our troops to join Coffim Aly ^ ^ 

putting Roy Doolub under an arreft, may probably have put a flop to it 
fhou J it never appeared to me he had forces with him equal f fuch an 
Attempt _ Things thus circumftanced, 1 muft differ from you in opi¬ 

nion touching Coifim Aly Khan's march to the city wi^ our troops i w 
it appears to roc more eligible, that he throws lumfe f between i^hcm and 
the env at as great a diftance from the latter as pofEble, by which ftep he 
will have it in his power, either to march down and force Subut to qi^ 
Midnapore, or retreat towards the city at laft j but it is very clear to me, 
Subul will withdraw as foon as Cofljm Aly Khan begins his march. 


1 am. Sir, 


Vgur mofl obedient Servant, 


T Z. H. 


To John Caillaud, Efq; 

gjj. F&rt ffilliam, Z4th Feb, *760. 

L est the general confufion, and apprehenfions of the approach of 
Subut and his Morattors* which now reign in the city of Muxada- 
bad, fliould fpread to the northward, and affea your operations, I judgp 
it neceffary you ihould be acquainted with the real date of this circum- 

(lance. 

On the Nabob's departure from the city* Subut began his march from 
BallaTore, and after aCbort conflict with Koofall Sing, polieifed himlelf of 
Midnapore, and fent fmall detached parties tofeize on the country round 
him ; one of which advanced as far as Chundercoua, and another as far 
as Bowatinypore, where they ftill remain without a man advancing a foot 
further to the northward, his whole force con fids of about 1000 vaga¬ 
bond horfe, and half as many foot t This force* by the timidity of fame, 
and roguery of others at the city, has been magniiled to ten times the 
number ; and fear has taken fuch total pofTeffion of the people there, tnat 
they Imagine him and his troops wUhiu an hour's march of them j our 
Gcmlemen at Coflimbuzar, and Morad-baag, feem* by their letters, to 
be alfo under the greateft apprehenfions. Coflim Aly Khan, who has 
juft now taken his leave of me, takes the field to-morrow with about 1500 
of the Nabob’s troops j we have judged it neceflary, at the Nabob’s re- 
queft, to re-inforcc him with the detachment intended for you* and 100 
* Euro- 
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Europeans more, 200 Seapoys, and two 6dd p'cces: the whole have been 
encamped fome days at the French gardens, and I doubt not hut their 
firft motion will reftore the tranquillity of die city and country. I am 
moA truly, Sir, 

Your mofl obedient humble Servant, 

J. z. U. 

We propofc by thefe two letters to point out the pulillanlmlty and folly 
of the Suba, in ordering the troops under Colhm AlyKhan to march to¬ 
wards Cuiwah and the city, by which unfortunate meafure, the Burdo- 
maan country was abandoned, and left a prey to Subut and his handfnl of 
raggamuffin Morattors, to the irreparable ftain and difgrace of the Suha's 
government, and heavy diflrefa of your fervants; whofc who’e deprndance 
for fupply was from the Tunbas (or adlgnments) upon that diftrici—as 
before remarked in the Memorial.- -- 

To Mr. Warren Hastings. 

Sir, Fcrt IViltiamt 8th March, 1760, 

I Had yerterday your favour of the 28th, ftill on the fubjeft of Roy 
Doolub and Rajaram* in which I find the Nabob’s intelligence is as 
bad as it has been hitherto, with rclpeft to Subut and his Morattors, who 
have gained fome footing in the country, and eclat from no caufc, hut the 
Nabob’s fupinenefs and contradiitory ordm to his fon-in-law Coffim Aty 
Khan.' You mention the Nabob’s having fent a Harkarah wiih your 
letter, who had feen Rafbeharry, &c. in Subufs camp, but no fuch Har¬ 
karah is come, and there was very good reafonfor it; he had impofed on 
the Nabob j and the fellow who brought your letter, tells me, the other 
was ordered to accompany him, but left him after they were difpatchcd s 
he believed he went to Subuf s army — the fame intelligence I had fent me 
in an anonyraotK letter from Ballaforc, refpedting Rafbeharry, fee. 
and of Roy Doolub's having fent Subut money, for which I could not, on 

the flridleft enquiry, find the leaf! foundation. - On my firft intelligence, 

I ordered Ralbcharry to be brought before me; he has been long danger- 
oufty ill, and 1 could venture to fwear he has never been out of Calcutta 
fince November, On the receipt of your letter, 1 had him brought to me 
yefterday again at the manifeft hazard of his life. From the palpable 
faHicy of this intelligence, let the Nabob judge of the refl, and let him 
be fatisfied, that let who will be with Subut, neither Roy Doolnb nor Ra- 

jaram fhall have it in their power to injure him. - 1 have turned all his 

armed people out of the fettlement (excepting a few for the fervice of his 
Tuzfaconna and Ginanah) they are both under the ftrlaeft guard, and at 
his own requeft, to quiet the Nabob’s fufpidons, he moves this day into ti 
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hovi'c next to the Aimcnwn Church - ^hc writes me to put Roy Doolub 

iuVtrera, a dilgracc 1 cannot think of inflifttng, without being guilty of tt 
I rt 4tli of the lacred laws of prolcQion granted him, unlels a proved vio¬ 
lation on hl^ fuk juaifies it •, in that cafe, I will not only put him in irons, 
but kml him direaiy to the Nabob.^—It has been hinkd to me, whe¬ 
ther hv the Nabob’s authority or knowledge I will not fay. that a prefent 
of four Lack was ready for me, provided I would deliver him up, or that 
1 mieht make my own terms. Should any intimation of this kind be in- 
fjn lifted to you, I requJf you would return the fame reply I did, that I 

would nut be guilty of fuch an aflion for four Corore. - 1 am. Sir, 

Your moll obedient Servant, 

J. Z. H- 

To JottN CAtLLAtin, Efiji 

Fort William, nth March, 1760. 

I am favoured with yours of the zyih ult. With rerpedt to my fen- 
timents of Roy Doolub, you have them in part in our public letter of 
this date i to which I will here add, that I am very fcnfible there are pro¬ 
bable appearances that he has given fume underhand encouragement, both 
to the Shaw Zadda and the MorattorSi yet whilft ptoofe are not plain 
againll him, I think we cannot proceed further than wc kwe, confiftent 
with the firRplan of politics we fet out with when this man had our pro- 
teaion given him. One ruling motive to the Nabob's having him in hia 
hands, is moft certainly his wealth; but he is dill fwayed by a much 
ereader, to wit, that we fliould not have fo ftrong a check over him as our 
detention of Roy Doolub ever will be. The protedtion given him is (next 
to oar troops) the beft fecurity we have for the Nabob’s good behavioiM. 
Xlic letter referred to in the general letter, was one lent down to the Co¬ 
lonel ; it was faid to be wrote by Roy Doolub toCoja Huddy ; the purport 

to cut the Nabob off, - but the Colonel affured me the forgery of the 

letter was fo pa'piible and fcandalous, that it ought to deftroy the credit of 
any future attempts from that quarter j and fuch are the rcafons afligned 
this year, in the fclefl Committee’s letter to tlie Company, for the pro¬ 
tection granted and continued to Roy Doolub, that we cannot confiftently 
or prudently give him up, without the moft glaring proofs againft him. 
The judgment you have formed of tlic Nabob is too juft j weaknefr, ir- 
rcfoUiti m, fufpicion, and (confequenily) cruelty, form his difpofittoti. 
What but the iflue you predia, can rcfult from thefe, when joined to a 
mod ungracious and lufolent demeanor, which has made him univerfally 
h.ucd and defpikd I Wc muft however fopport him and his government 
as long as we pofTibly can, without involving ourfclvcs and employers in 
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his ruin : when this appei-s, it will he time to think a little further, as I 
judge there is no treaty fubfifting between us can exadt that facrihee. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

J. Z. H- 

To Peter Amvatt, Efq^ 

Sir, I jth March, jy6a. 

Tj' O R G IV E my late reply to your favour of the a 4th ult. Yon 
kuow the plague and hurry attending the dlfpatch of our laft fldp,, 
and will therefore attribute ray ncglc^ to tlie real and only caufe, and not 
as proceeding from any dlfregard of your obliging letters, for which I 
requeft you will accept my very fiiicere thanks i and permit me to alTure 
you 1 Oiali receive your correfpondence and commands witli much plca- 
lure, and be glad, ojv my part, in every fhape, to promote every view 
you have or may have, either to the public or your own private advan¬ 
tage. Your ntuatlon, 1 believe, has been difagreeable enough ; by ex- 
prefs intelligence this morning, 1 Jearn, the Prince has efcaped the Ma¬ 
jor’s vigilance, aj^d is advancing this w'ay, and that the iMajor is marching 
back to l«ure the pafTes. In this I fear the Prince will have too much 
the Rart of himj ^h□uld this prove the cafe, matters will begin to grow 
lerious, and the face of things in this province require your early fentiments 
oxt tills fubfe&, 1 iDEreat you efleem me with great truth, Sir, 

Your mod obedient Servant, 

J. Z. H. 

To Mr, Warren Hastiw gb. 

Sir, Caliuffa, ijth March, 1760. 

T Yederday received your letter of the nth from Coflimbuzar, advifing 
me of the intended march of the Nabob to Sukraguljy, 1 wrote you 
1 think the lath at night, and enclofed you a letter to the Nabob, and 
copy of it for your perufal, as aUb copy of Subufs letter to me, which 1 
indofed 10 die Nabob, I have kept in readtncls 200 Eutopeans more to 
join Capt, Spears, being hourly in expedlatlon of the Nabob’s inflrudlions 
10 be joined by his command ; but as yet I have not had a line from him 
on the fubjcdl of the Shaw Zadda'a unexpefted motion towards the pafTe?., 
Codira Aly Khan with Capt, Spear's command, was at Eurdwan yefter- 
day ; if liccondtiaes thus dilatory and iaaiJive, and 1 receivt* no demand 
for troops from the Nabob, 1 will fend Cap:. Yorke with a fe- 

parate command of 3 or 400 Europeans, field artillery, and feapoys, di¬ 
re dHy into the Kirpy cduntry, where our Gomallali and Aurungs are 
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dalljr plundered. I long for farther advices from yoa. We have no in¬ 
telligence from the Major, later than the 6th from Deuniaporc. 

^ 1 am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

J.Z.H. 

To Mr. \y AKRTS Hastings. 
gjj. C//ri^Wi7, March, 1760. 

F rom the accounts I have had from the CommilTary and Capt. 

Spears, the monthly cxpences of this expedition cannot be lefs than 
co.ooo rupees. You eftimate wrong in foppoting the force lefs than one- 
fburth of the Major's. It exceeds his in Europeans, and is on the whole 
one thoufand j therefore requeft you will prcl’s the Nabob, as the Rate 
of our trcifury is very low, by our continual current cxpences, and total 
ftop to our Tunkas. Thcfe you are to obferve, are the incident charges 
of the expedition, exdufive of the pay of the troops. And I once more 
requeft you infift on the Nabob's making an immediate remittance, to 
enable me to fupport the expedition, or he will lay me under an unavoid¬ 
able neceffity of recalling the troops into garriron. He writes me 10 or¬ 
der the troops to join him. i have already advifed him thofc orders are 
fcni 10 Capt. Spears, the moment he receives his iummons; in contradic¬ 
tion to this, 1 laft night received a letter from Mr. Watts, of the iKth at 
night informing me that Coffim Aly Khan had juft then received orders 
from’the N.ihob, to march againft Subut, and prevent, if poflihle, his 
advance to Breeboon. His irrelblutlon and fupinenefs, I much fear, will 
prove his deftruaion at laft, in fpite of our utmoft endeavours to favc 
him. I fee it will behove us to thick of guarding againft our being in¬ 
volved in the fame ruin. 

I am from good authority informed, that the Nabob has dtfpatched a 
irufty perfon with an abjea petition to the Prince, who was, the 23d of 
the Moon, at Deingecr j that the perfon and petition is there with him. 
The purport of the petition runs thus: “ That on advices reaching him 
that the Morattors intended to eater the country by the way of Patna, 
« he bad fent his fon and the Major to oppofc them j that it never was 
“ his intention to oppofc his Majefty’s arms, to whom he was an old 
** profefled flavc i but by the evil counfcls of Rajahraoti, Narain, his fon 
Mhirao, and the Major, had afted contrary to his Intentions and or- 
ders 5 and that if the Prince d^red it, he was ready to furrender him- 
•* fclf to his plcafure,” 


If 
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If tkefc are his tricks, you will, I doubt riot, ttiiuk with me, it is tlrne 
we fhould buk to the Company and ourielves. What makes me the 
kfs hefitate in my belief of the atxive, is my knowledge of his feheme 
of fending Jaffier Cooby Khan on the Lke errand, before the Colonel 
went, which he then dropt on a threatening letter from the Colonel, 
which by his order 1 diflated to the Moonlhec. I am Sir, 

Your mod obedient, humble Servant, 

J. Z. H: 


To Captain Spears. 

. g-^ Cakattdf 22d March, 1760. 

V arious difficulties intervening, have retarded tlie march of your 
reinforcement under Capt. Fifcher until now; though I think this 
evening or to-morrow morning will be the latcft of their ftay. The ^ttil- 
lery and feapoys have been crofled thefe two days. Capt. F:lcher wnll 
have orders to take the neareft rout to join you at Burdoman j but ^ I 
have reabn to think you may by this time be joined by the old Nabob, 
and are advancing to the fouthward or fouth-weft, you will be careiul 
from time to time to ffifpatch advices to Capt. Fifcher of your intended 
roue. It would not be amifi if you report this reinforcement much 
ftronger than it is. You have given me no advice of your having receiv¬ 
ed the commiffion I fent you, impowering you to hold general cour^mar- 
tlals* Agreeably to your requeft, I have given Mr* Watts p^rmimon to 
pay the recruits tbc remamder of the bounty-money^ if yon and he think 
It ablblutely necelTary. Dr. Steward is appointed an additional furgeon 
for your command. Not with landing the orders you have already receive 
edj fhould you, upon any unfbrefeen emergency, receive orders iVom Ma-“ 
jor Cailljud join hiro, you are to pay immediate ofedience to fdch or¬ 
ders, or any others you may receive from him, touching the condudl of* 
or condudiinig the troops under your command- here 1 tbink it ne* 

cefTary to explain to you, that akhough* as auxiliaries to theNabob, you are to 
pay regard touching the deflination of your troops for the defence of his go¬ 
vernment i yet Oiould you fee a probability of your coming to adtion with 
any of his enemies, you are, with refped to a proper difpofitlon of your 
troops, to pay no regard to any orders you aiay receive from him on that 
head \ but in conjundlion with your Captains and Oiheers^ in a counci! 
of war, determine on fuch difpofirions as are inoit likely to give fuccefs 
and honour to the arms of your country. If the Nabob and hh army 
join you, you are to take the mod particular care to have no communica¬ 
tion whatever between his troops and your^ ; to whkh end you mull al¬ 
ways encamp at proper diftance from bii^h, and by no means, in-the ufual 
CQurfe of your march, permit his troops to take the lead, unJds you juiige 
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IE necefTary at any time, that advanced parties of his cavalry (liotild pre¬ 
cede your van. Vou arc not only ever to be on your guard againf^ a fur- 
prize from the enemy, but alfo againft treachery from the Nabob him- 
felf j for which precaution 1 have my particular reafons; but you are Hke- 
wife to have the ftriileit guard upon yourfdf, that no fufpicions of this kind 
efcape you unto any one, nnlefs you HaoulJ have caufe futheient to lay 
them before a fclcQ council of war, confifring of your Captains only. 

I heartily wlih you a fuccefrful compaign, and expert to have as fre¬ 
quent' intelligence from you as pollabk. Sir, 

y q»ir moll humble Servant, 

J. Z. H, 

To Mr, Hugh Watts. 

Sir, William^ agih March, 1760. 

I Have before me your favours of the 20th, aifl:, and a.^th inllant. 

The Nabob's inconfiflencics and irrefolution continue very uniform, 
and will in the end prove his ruin, unlefs he has bitter tuck than he de- 
feeves. By a letter I have jtill received from him, he now fecins to 
think the Prince will enter by the way of Bierboon and Lecra Kooiida, 
and tells me he intends joining your party foon, and wUJ advance that 
way to oppofe him. 1 enclofe you copy of the letter 1 dilpatched feme 
days ago to the Rajah of Bierboon, and have by Capi. Fifeher feiit you 
a lupply of 15,000 funwad rupees. 

1 have wrote this morning to the Nabob, enjoining him to lecure Ibmc 
advantageous poll near Burdwan, where he may have it in his option to 
light or not, and with equal facility Hop the advance of thC Prince from 
Bierboon, or of Subut from the fouthward^ bur by no means to be pro¬ 
voked to hght before the Major joins htm. If the Nabob advances be¬ 
yond the Dummadah, the party of Morattors which fell on your rear, 
will moft probably pufh for the city, where their 600 will, 111 the fears 
of tiie people, fwell to as many thoufands. As to the Subut, I think I 
can depend on the intelligence I have of his having taken the road from 
Billiiapore towards Bydenaut, to join the Prince. 1 have wrote however 
to*rile Nabob, and advifed him, Ihould he hold bis rclblmlon of march¬ 
ing with onr troops to Bierboon, to take care that he leaves a trufty and 
capable ofHcer, with as ftrong a body of cavalry as he can fparc, at Cut- 
wah, to defend that key to the city i and to the fame purport I fliail di- 
rcdly difpatch a letter to the Roy Royen. I am, Sir, 

Your moll humble Servant, 

J, Z. H. 

To 
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To Captain M a c k l e a xV . 

Sir, Fort WiUiamt March ^o, 1760. 

T N confequence of youraddrcfs to the Board from Gangam, under ifate 
the 7th inflant, which reached iis the 24th, I judged you within n 
few days march of Calcutta, and difnatched to you a letter the a6ili at 
olght, advifing you that Major Calllaud, with our forces, were in the 
, held, fomewhere about the Hierbqon country ; and that you (hould foU 
low all fucli orders as you mlglit receive from him, whether with refpedt 
to joining him with your command, or otherwife rcfpcdliiig the conduct 
of your march. By a letter received late jail night from our refident at 
Cuttack, 1 have the pleafure of knowing you w'cre arrived w'ithin half an 
hour of that city, which makes it needful 1 Ihould give you a Ihort date 
of things, as they are now circumftanced, for the guidance of your fu¬ 
ture condudl.*-^The Shaw Zadda, with a confiderable army, chiefly Jiode 
and without artillery, is advanced at the back of the hills, with intention 
to enter this province by the way of the Bierboon or Patchett, to fub- 
vert this goveroment. Subnt (whofe force is lately much increafed by 
meeting no oppofition to the fouthward) at the bead of 5 or 6oco Mo- 
ratta horfe, is in pofleflion of Midnapore, Kirpy, and all that part of the 
country ; and I hear is advancing with the greatert part of his force from 
Bifnapore towards Bydenaut, or Blefboon, to join the Shaw Zadda. IMa* 
jor Caillaud, with the main body of our troops, in conjundlion with the 
young Nabob and his forces, is in purfuit of, and dole in the rear of 
the Shaw Zadda’s army. The old Nabob, with the reft of the forces 
of the province, arc at Boodecgaam, in tlv road to Bierboon, to oppofe 
the Shaw Zadda in front, whi!ill the Major preftes his rear. A body of 
5~o Europeans, as many Seapoys, and 6 Held-pleces, are under the com¬ 
mand of Capt. Spear, near the city of Burdw.m, the capital of Burdo- 
nian, and are to march and join the old Nabob ; and have, 1 ccncludc, 
by this time joined him. A detachment from Subut, of about Soo 
horfe, are in thb neighbourhood of Burdoman, with intention to Imnafs 
the rear of Capt. Spear, and retard as much as poftible the jundtiun of 
his troops with the old Nabob’s. From this difpofilion of th6 enemy, it 
will behove you to advance with the utmoft care and circumfpcdlion ; and 
as you have only horfe, without artillery 10 encounter, you need not be 
apprehenUve of any thing, but a furprize or tteachcf^from the part of 
Subut i againft which, you muft be cvel on your ^ard. t.'ur Refi- 
dent at Cuttack adviles me Subut’s Dewan has fupplied your party with 
provilion, 5cc, This amicable appearance carries fufpicion with it i as 
any aibrtance given you from a friendly motive, is, at this juncture, 
againft the real defigns and views of his tnafter; therefore be alTurcd they 

D are 
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are mcdltaiing the galnmg feme advantage over you, or at lead will at¬ 
tempt to bring about a defertion of your people. 

We have already given orders for our refident, Mr. Rogers, to with¬ 
draw himfelf and the Company's eScibs on your arrival; both him and 
thofe you will take with you, and direft youf march without lofs of time 
towards Ballalbre, and from thence to Midnapore ; from this lafl-meti- 
tioned place you will have a fair and open road to Burdaman. Should 
you, on gdod intclligencr, £nd it prai'liicable to make a fuccefsfol attack 
on Midnapore, and difpoilefi the Morattas, without the lofs of time or 
rilque of a redudhon of your people, you will do an acceptable /^vicc to 
the Nabob} hut you arc by no means to take this, or any other Hep that 
can long retard your march to Burdoman, where you are to halt until 
you receive further orders, either from myfelf. Major Caillaud, or Capt, 
Spear. If you had you tiave it not in your power (from caufes unknown 
to me) to follow impticidy the foregoing infrrmftions, you will then pro¬ 
ceed accordurg to your own diicretion, and as the exigencies of your litu- 
acion may require, taking care to give me frequent advice bf your intend- 
cd rout and determinations. 1 am, Sir, 

Your moH humble fervant, 

J.Z.H. 

To Mr, Warren Hastings. 

Sir, Fort William^ i ft April, 1760. 

I linclofe you copy of mine of yefrerday, and wait an exprefa anfwcr 
from the Nabob, as I judge Macklean's party marched from Cuttack 
the ajd: 1 will foppofe him advanced this day about Midnapore. The 
Major's and Spear's command having exhaufted our military camp ftores, 
*occalioned many unforefeen difficulties in the difpatch of the reinforce¬ 
ment under Captain Fifcber, who will encamp at Niah Serai, I judge, 
this afternoon. As 1 received an alarm from Captain Spear, that the 
Shaw Zadda was within two or three days march of the* Nabob, 1 fent 
poiiiive orders yefterday to Captain Flfcher, to make forced marches, with 
his cannon and ammunition only, to join him, and to leave his fpare 
ftores, tents, &.c. to follow him i for the fecurity of which, 1 have this 
(fay difpatchcd twenty Europeans and twenty Seapoys more to join the 
cfrcrt; with orders to follow Eifeher’s rout, with the utmoft expedition. 
The advance for this expedition muft be fent diredlly here, as 1 have I'up- 
plicd the Commilfary and Paymaftvr largely, and we much want ca(h 
for our current cxpences. 1 am. Sir, 

Vour me ft bumble feivant, 

J. Z. H. 
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To John Caillaod, Efqj 

Sii-j Fsrt iniJIaftt, April 5 tb, 1760- 

I Havc the pleafufeof receiTing yours of the jyth ult. from Oparabaund, 
and by advices from Mr, Haflitigs, of the 2d inftan*, may venture 
now to congratulate yoor leaving fome reft from your labours, U'hicli I am 
furc have been fevere enough. Your jundlbn with the old Nabob anil 
Captain Spear's command, wtU, I imagine, determine the Prince's retreat 
to the fouthward, as it muft extinguifti the hopes he may haVe cherifhed 
of adting oflfenriveiy in this province j and as 1 judge by the time this 
reaches you, you will have fetOd the future o^rations of this rampaign, 
1 requcfl:you will favour me with the refult of your Council, as foon as 
you conveniently can, and point out in what manner we can promote 
them from hence, I am, wltli perfefl: regard,, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

The eight preceding letters are recited in confirmation of fome parts of 
our Memorial, and introductory and explanatory of other?, and withal to 
give you a general idea of the campaign of 1760. 


To the Hon^'* John Z. Hoi well, Efqi Prefideot and Governor of 

Fort William, 

Sir, Ctimp at Burpore^ 6th April, 1760. 

M y laft was dated the 24th Inft. Yeftcrday we marched about five 
corfc, and this day three j which brought us fo near the enemy as 
to exped they would come and give us battle j but finding about noon 
they did not advance, I defired the Nabob to march on towards them, but 
he laid the day was too far fpent, and his people too much fatigued. The 
prince is encamped near the Damoudah river,about three corfe from us, and 
1 hope tomorrow we lliall bring him to an engagement. The Mabaratras 
arc encampeti very near him. I have the honour to fuhfcribe mjlelf, 
with the moft pcrfedl refpedt and eftcem. Sir. 

Your moft obedient and moft humble fervant, 

J. C 


To the Hon^'^ John Z. Holwell, Efq; Prcfidcnt, &c. Gentlemen of 
the Seledt Committee at Fort William, 


Hon. Sir and Sirs, Camp at Belgafs^ April 8th, 1760. 

■R yr Y laft to the PrcliJfnt was dated the 6th Inft, in which 1 informed 
iVi jiiiu of m,y hopes of coming next day to an engagtmeut with the 
enemy, who were encamped on the blher fide of the river Datnoudah ; 


nnd we fliould have fuGcceded according to my wifh, could I haire per 
foadcd the Nabob to crofs the river, or lend over a Urge body of horfe 
to keep them in play, until we Ihould get up with them. But to neither 
OX tliele would ht conlent, and all we could do was to get near cnon^fi 
to thdr rear to cannonade them. This they did not Aand lonnr b^t 
loon got out ol our reach, and purfued their march towards Bifnapoore 
and, by the intelligence we received lall night, arc encamped fcveii c^srfe 
from us. Thus all hopes of bringing them to another engagement this 
campaign, are now over. We have loft the only opportunity wc had nor 
indeed ttn we expeft much to improve opportunities, while we have to 
do with men, who are as ignoiant as obftmate, and whofe troops areun 
dcr no order or command. I have the honour to be, with the moft oer- 
te& rcfpe<a and efteem, Gentlemen, ^ 

Your moll obedient and moft humble fervant, 

J.C. 


Sir, 


To the Hoii*^* J. Z. Holwell, Efqj 

April loth, 1760. 
^ H E Shaw Zadda was within three corfe of us this morning, but havine 

I of our approach, has repaffed the river Damoudah! 

and 1 fuppofe by tins time is far enough from our reach. 


I muft frankly own. the motives of the Prince's prefent adions arc quite 

^ cannot form the Icaft probable judgment of 
thern myfcl^ 1 will not even pretend to conjedure what mav be the event 
of them. Both the Nabob and him feem equally to avoid fighting, and 
there IS no knowing in what manner to proceed, or what plan prevbuflv 
to determine on, while the Nabob continues to ad fo irrefolutelv, and 

I. Should do. on 
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moll per/ed refped and efteem. Sir, 

, Your moft obedient 


and moft humble Icrvsnt, 


J* c. 


To John Caillaud, Efqj 


I 


Fort William, 7th April, jyfio, 

.*\in now forced to touch upon a fubjed, which appears to me to re¬ 
quire our g^reateft attention. Some days ago I wrote to Mr. HafttOFs 
concerning an information which was given me, that the old Nabob had 
fcnt a trufty jjcrfoti mth . fabmiflire Arzg« to the Shaw Zadda, in which 
he eaculpated himrelf, by throwing tlie whole blame of the oppofition 

made 
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made to his arms, on the machmations of the Enghfli/ - Mr- Haftmgs, 
ill bis letter in atifvver to mine, feemed to imiMffible luch a j-p 

could have been taken by the Nabob, or indeed tliat 
anv Arznee at all: however, in a fubfcqiicnt letter froni him, of the 27tlj 
h/finds out that an Arzgee was IbnC. though different in purport to ^at I 
informed him of. As 1 thought it meft cffcnual to us, it poth- 

blc the truth. I employed an cmiffary to Comgaar Khan, the confc- 
noence of which has been a Pblrmaond from the Shaw Zadda, mdoling 
copy of the old Nabob’s Arzgee to him, with an apobgy tr.r not fending 
thForiginal. A copy of the copy I fend you inclofed, and req^uell your 
fentiments. how and in what light this appears to you. If the copy is 
authentic, the cafe is plain, that this man for whom we have drawn tne 
fword would not fcruplc, If driven to any extremity, to his p(.at 

bv the facrifice of his proteaors. The Pbirmaund, I 
tie in matter from that he fent you j he remirds me of the obligations the 
Fn&lifli lav under to his anceftors, and offers a carte blanche for the Com- 
panv provided we will draw our forces off from d^er oj evth and join 
them to his ftandard 5 which, he advifes he has at prefent fixed at 

Seegur, and m a few days after purpofes to eita it in Murfliadabad. &.c. 

I enclofe you a copy of a letter, fent the old Nabob by the Colon el, 
which I diftated to the Moonfhee, by his orde^ a few 
departure for Europe, on being informed the Nabob intended fending a 

meffenger and petition to the Prince. 

Whether this is a real copy or not, I will not fayj though I firmly be¬ 
lieve it true} that an Arzgee has been fent is allowed j and if it coniai 
not matter detfafting and injurious to us, why was 11 le^ 
communicated to you by Mtiiran, or to Haftmgs by the Nabob ? 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J . Z. 


To Joa.N C AIL LAOS, Efq; 

Tort William^ April 9th, 1760, 

L ast night l received your favour ot the 4thfrom Mungol Koot. 

1 think, from your mutual advance ip.eiich qther, you mufthav^ 
before this, obliged the Frmcc to make .fome^ decifivc motion. I muff 
confebi i have no idea that he wilUand a with you, and yet believe 
he h.iil>ours fime hopes of a general defection of the Nabobs troops, 
though at the fame time he deceives himfelf, if he imagines even this 
cQuld be of any real ferwee to him j d be figbtS;^ it is from the melaii- 
clioty reflcillon of this being Lis ne ptui uhra i and ibat if he docs not 
^ now 
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now make a pnfh, he will be defertcd brComgaar Khan and the reft of 
his followers, t nd be without any reafonable hopes of having any powers 
whatever to join and follow his fmufe fortunes. 

In mine of the 3d and 5th, I enclofed you copies of my inftrudtions to 
Captain M'Lean; as he is advifed of the fituation of the enemy, I 
conceive he will naturally bend his march towards Injilee, and advance 
towards us as far Eaft as he can, and keep the courfe of the river- 

I confefs myfelf famething impatient to have your fentlments on mine 
of the 7th. I have returned no anfwer to the Prince's Phirmaund, but 
have replied to Comgaar Khan’s letter, and intimated to him, that I can 
put no faith in copies ; but that if he will fend to me the Such's original 
Arzgee, I fhall then Ik able to form a judgment. I am, Sir, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H, 

To John CArj-LAup, Efq; 

Sir, Fort April 15, 1760. 

T Moft heartily pity the emharralTed lituaclon you mull neceflarily be in, 

with people who manifeft thcmfclves unworthy that government they 
have ufurped. 1 muff confefs, the Nabob's whole condudl appears tome 
much more fnyRerlous than that of the Prince; cireum(lanced as he is, 
he mu ft plan various fchemes, and from the nature of things, his coun¬ 
cils mull be attended with much confufton and irrefolution. The Nabob’s 
hackwardnefs to engage him appears to me abfolutejy unaccountable, un*- 
left it arifes from fome fccret negotiations, which it is poftible he may 
be carrying on with the Prince, to make his own peace at the expence 
of his friends, I thou Id not think myfelf juftified in this conjecture, nor 
have given credit fo readily to the petition (cm by him to the Prince, fcopy 
of which i fen t you on the 7th) did I net know him capable of any thing ever 
fo unworthy and treacherous. By letters from Mr, Amyatt, I learn Abda]lah 
has gained another viSory over the Vizier and his friends the Morattors, and 
that the Vizier and the young king Sliawjehawan have Ihchered themfeives 
with the Jauts: this intelligence has, I doubt not, reached the Nabob 
whole weak and cowardly imagination probably fuggefts fome turri 
from that vidlory In favour of the Prince, and therefore thinks it neceflary 
to temporife. Thefe are furmifes of my own, and pofTibly may have no 
foundation ; they call, however, for fome attention. The parts adled by 
both the old and young Nabob, in the recent conteft with the Dutch, 
ought ever to awaken our apprehenlions, and urge our being on opr 
+ guard 
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.oard aralnn the politics of sn Indoftan Durbar, the more efpecially. 
fs we rS the parly round the Nabob, who we know would cut our 
throats if they could, obtain every day naore poww and 
his Councils - men, who being raifed as he himfelf was, 
can never vaiV the complexion of their grovetmg genius. Dilpoluions. 
fuch as you. Sir, have now (unhappily) to deal with, can only be worked 
cn bytL moft peremptory dilates. The Nabob mu ft be urged (I in¬ 
tended to fay forced) to fomething decifive, or in a ihort time his 
will be worth notbiig to himfelf m any body die I hnherto avoid i 
writing to him on his late unaccountable and provoking conduct. Mv 
wifti aid intembn is, that you Ihould have every weight your prdent poil 
and fituauoQ requires j your fway and influence over the Nabob is. at this 
junaure, of the utmoft importance to the Company s affairs i and a is 
your own fault if you are not invefted with fuch authority as 
«n wifh. I therefore requeft you will, without referve. point out to me, 
if any additional power or inftruaions to you to aft mdependentlv of the 
Nabob, (which we. as a Committee or Board, can inveft you with) u ill 
conduce to the good of the fervice, and be- a means of enforcing your fa- 

btary councils Jthe Nabob, and it mall 

^ I a[ii| Sltj your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J. Zh H* 

To the Hon'’^ J. 2. Holwell, Efq; Prcfideni and Governor of Fort 

WllLIAM, 

Camp at Dignagur^ April 15, 1760. 

T N order to come at the truth, with regard ^ the Nabobs Arzgee to 
^ the Prince, Mr. Haftings had recourfe to the Nabobs 1 t^aiL-wntcr j 
a man who hath, on many occafions, given him proofs of atiachtnciit 

and adcUty. The moment he fet his c)r«» on the ^ 

to be a foJge'ry. May 1 beg leave to refer you to Mr. Haftings for the 
rcaTons he gave for it j as tltat Gentleman s in the l=^nguage 

will enable him to give you a clearer idea of theie diAindbous in addre 

and ftilc of their letters, than I can pretend to. {.‘T' 

after Mr. Haftings had repeated them to me, they were fo falisfac- 
toty as to convince me the prohabilUy of its being a forgery was greatly 
in the Nabob's favour. 

Two days before 1 received your letter. Sir, the Nabob and his 
with me, and 1 found tlie old man big with that he ^ no 

know well how to begin breaking to me. 1 helped hirn or\ _ 
could by thofe kind of affurances which often open die hearts of men i 
and be (hen told me hebsd wrote to the Prince, and had received an an- 
fwer, fuch a one as gave him hopes, with other circumftanccs, ^ 
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Prince might be Inclinable to treat and pnt hlmrelf perhaps in his power ; 
but that he knew he (the Prince) woald not do this, without I would be 
fccurity for his fafeiy. The Nabob was dedrous to know, in fuch a cafe, 
how I would aft i but the main drift pf (he difeourfe was, to find out 
how far I would be confentlng to give him an opportunity of difplaying 
the true eaflern fylkm of politics, by cutting him oiF. You may cafily. 
Sir, gccfs my anfwcr, that 1 was ready to do every thing for his fervice 
confiflent with the honour of my country, and the facred regard we gave 
to our word ; and befides, if the Prince made any addrefs to me on this 
lubjeft of fccurity, 1 mufl; firft have your orders and inlfruftions in this 
affair. And thus the converfatioti ended. 

I made it my bullnefs afterwards to enquire among feme of the Nabob’s 
people, on what grounds he founded thefe hopes of getting the Prince in 
his power ? but they all aflured me, as I fufpefted, that they were no 
more than the idle reports of feme of his roinions, who knew fuch fto- 
rics would be well received and credited, and fo found advantage in flat¬ 
tering his fooiilh hopes. 

It is a very unfortunate clrcumllance that we have to do with a weak 
man, who neither from principle nor merit deferves the dignity of the fta- 
tion in which we have put him, and in which he would not re¬ 
main twenty-four hours, if we were to withdraw our proteftion from 
him, and on which he fo much depends, that lam obliged to give 
him a guai d of teapoys for the fifety of his perfon. It doth not ap¬ 
pear to me, however, in juftice or in reafon, that we ought to fup- 
port him in the purfult of unjuftifiable meafuresj fuch as he follows 
in regard to not difeh'arging the vaft arrears due to his troops, who to a 
man have puWickly declared, they will not draw their fwords in his 
caufe, and that only their fears of iis prevent their uling them againfl him. 
The confequcnce will be, as to his part, that while he is not*afraid of his 
head he never will fatisfy them ; and to us, that tho* we may proteft 
him from immediate danger to his perfnn, we muft rcltnquifh the hopes of 
feeiifg the country free from troubles, while he keeps a body of troops 
that he will not pay regularly, and over whom he confequently hath no 
command. This rotten fyfiem iTiill we might in fome meafure fupport, 
were we always aflured none but the country powers would difturb us : 
but it is more than probable that the French or Dutch, if not both 
may fome time or other renew their attempts to be concerned, and with 
how much the more probability of fuccefs from the diftrafted feate of 
the country while the Nabob continues to govern it foill. 

The firft opportunity 1 propofe reprefenfmg all' this to him in the ftrong- 
eft light 1 poflibly can i and fliould our opinions agree, 1 {hculd take it as 

a favour 
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a favour Jf you would indofe a letter from yourJclf to lum ou the fob- 
]ca; I will deliver it, and take that opportumty as tlie to trj^ what 
can be done bv working on hi-i fears, the only way indeed 1 am convinced 
of manaeinE him to our own advantage and his good. In particular, ^ir, 
you will be plcafed to inforce tbe payment of bis troops, by hmtmg, that 
if he delays it, I have your orders not to prevent them taking their own 

mcafurcs. 


To-morrow Captain Knox’s detachment marches. The Prrncc is cer¬ 
tainly gone back, and we talk of nothing but the plcafures of ibc gTeat 
Rumnah firft, and then of an expedition ajgainft the Purnea Nabob to 
conclude the campaign. As this laft ftep is abfolntely necclury, 1 (hall 
do all in my power to prevent the former obdrudting it; widi what iuc- 

eels, wc fhall foon know. 1 am. Sir, 

Your moll obedient and mofl humble fervant, 

j * 


To JoHK Caili.ao1 }, Efqs 

Calcutta, a ad April, 1760, 

I Have the pleaforcof your two favours of the ijth and lydi* and mull: 

take a farther day to reply to them more circumftantially. For the 
prefent, I enclofc you a Letter to the old Nabob to the purport of your re- 
iueft, and with it a copy for your perufal, and I hope approval. It con- 
2 iins, I think, nothing but what Ihould at all events be urged to him at this 
jundlurc. Something muft be done, and ibon, to recover the currency of 
ihe trade of the provinces, or the Company muft be loft t the fale of 
their woollen goods, copper, &c. exports is totally obftruaed s their in- 
veftments in confequence of this, and tbe unavoidable floppage of the 
Tunkas wholly at a ftand, and not more than a Lack and half in the 
treafurv: Particulars you fhould be neceffarily acquainted with, as they 
arife ffom the perpetual troubles of the country, perpetuated, 1 may fay, 
by tltc wickednefs as well as wcaknefs of ihofe who govern it. 

To give you what arc ftill my fentiments on the Nabob’s Arzdallit to 
the Prince, and my reafbns for thofc fentiments, •! now enclofe you a copy 
of my reply to Mr. Haftings on that head ; and think my judgmen t of this 
affair more confirmed from the circumftance recited fri your favour of 
the J 5th* to wit, the Nabob’s having acknowledged to you his writing to 
the Prince, and that his replies gave him hopes he was inclined to treat. 
The carrying on this concealed correfpondcnce with the Prince 1 cannot 
look on in any other light than as the higheft infringement of that refpedt 
and deference due to j'our ,ftatioD, and the treaty lubfifting between us. 

E And 
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Anti here it becomes needful. Sir, to remark, it is full time the Nabob 
Ihould be convinced he Ihould not look on you as an officer fent impli¬ 
citly to fubmit to his orders or fentiments, but as bis coadjator and pro- 
teftor in the war. And fliould, at any time, bis wretched politics diaate 
raeafares, which appear in your opinion deftruaiye of the general end 
propofed, I hope, and doubt not, but you will think yourfdf fully autho- 
rifed peremptorily to over-rule them, without loling time lo application 
here, as I am very well latisficd we may depend on the propriety of your 
condua in the command you are invelkcd with- 

I have the honour to be* with very real eflecm, Sir, 

Your mofl obedient hurabkfervant, 

J. Z. H. 

This letter affords you a genuine pidurc of the diflreffed ftate of your 
affiiirs at this period. 

To Mr. Warren Hastings, 

Fart JViHiam, aoth April, 1760;, 

I Have your favours of the 13th and 14th, accompanied by your tranlla- 
tion of the Suba's Arzdafht to the Prince, and your feutiments thereon. 
Though 1 confefs your rcafoning and conduiioni in favour of the Suba’s 
innocence, carry probability with it, they appear not to me convincing, 
nor fquare with my mode of thinking on this fubjea, for the following 
reafons: That the Nabob's Moonfhec fhould, on the mflant, pro¬ 
nounce it a forgery, amounts to no proof of its being fo that the Na¬ 
bob had fent fuch an Arzdafht to the Prince, and that it was cnclofcd by 
the latter to me, was the difeourfe of the Buzar two or three days before 
it reached me. If you remember, J hinted in a former the intimation I 
had received of it j foihat I may juftly fuppofe the Moonfhec was well pre¬ 
pared againfl a furprize, and conlcqucntly ready todifavow it and pronounce 
it a forgery, which he feems by your letter to have done, even before he 
gave it a perufal. The variation of its didlion, and deviation from the 
ufual form of the Nabob’s addreffes, appear to me equally inconclulive, as 
it is not at all improbable thefe might be done with defign to plead and in- 
validate, in cafe of its coming to our knowledge. Whether this Arzdalht 
was fent by the Nabob or not, it is impoflible to fay with any prccifion j 
but tills J am clear in, that it contains the very di^tesof the hearts of the 
niinions about him, and of courfe his own ^ and the very pleas he would 
have made ufe of in his juflihcarion, if fuccels and vidory had attended 
the Prince, Thefe flriktng confiderationB, joined to the whole tenor of 
his conduit refpeding the Dutch, &c. joined tp his holding any correfpor}- 

dence 
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^ence at all with the Prince without our knowledge and approval, leaves 
mj judgment of this in the fame ftatc it was j though, at the fame time, 

I ifee it muft reft here for want of more fufficient proof. I am, Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

To John Caillaud, Efq; 

Fori Wiiliam, 24lh April, 1760, 

I Lone much to have your fentiments on the fubjeft of mine of the aad 
and yefterday. I have juft now had the plealure of yours o± the 
aoth from Goperra, and think it neceflary to advife you 1 laft night re¬ 
ceived a letter trom the old Nabob, chiefly to requeft that I would order 
Captain Macklean and hal F his troops to be entered m bis fcrvice and pay i 
A requeft which can with no propriety whatever be complied with (m 
which opinion 1 dare fay 1 fhall meet your concurrence.) To this eftea; 

I now Xite him, and encbfe you copy of niy let^r that you be upon 
your guard when he touches you on that fubjcfl, which I fuppolc he will. 

I think I have already intimated to you, I m^c no reply to the Phir- 
maund fent me from the Prince, but that I anfwercd Comgaar Khan s j 
the contents of my letter to him were literally thia^' That 1 had received 
•“ the Phirmaund, and pitied the Prmce s unhappy fituation and miifor- 
mnes of hb royal hoofci that he (Comgaar Khao) was no 'o 

** the tves and obligations which boond ns to fupport Mhir Jafficr Aly 
“ Khan and his government j that copies amoooled to m ptw.. hot that 
« if his original Atadaflit was fent me by the Ptince 1 ihoold then know 
- what judiment to form of it." With this anfwer 1 dilpatched the 
PrilKe’a m^eoger. and the fame time fent ttro of my own Harkara s to 
return with an anfwer. in cafe the Prinw thought proper to give me one. 
On the i6ih they were returned to me with a fecond Phirmaund from 
and a reply from Comgaar Khan, as alfo two letters from hione for 
Raiaram^Harkara, and the other from Nund-comar, iii the diftrid: of uccr- 
gur. TheHarkaras wcrefcM, ftripped, 24 hours, plun¬ 

der'd of the Phirmaund and letters, and then difmilTcd I hare taken 
every means pofftble for the recovery of the papers, but fear I 
it, which gives me no fmall vexation, as Urn almoft convinced they ^n- 
tained the original Arrdafht, wUli poflibly 

bob's concealed correfpondence with him. The Harkaras Shaw 

Zadda at Gorrea Hottea, his troops much dillrdied for provifions, Ac. 
He was then baking for Subut, whom be left at Jamgam with jooo Mo- 
ralta horfe, and had the day my people came away received an expre s 
from the oorth-weft ftom fome Rajahs who were advancing with tmops 

E 2 
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to jom him, and who prefTed the Shaw Zadda^s fpecdy advance towards 
Pama, on which the Prince fent a mcllergcr exprefs to haften Subut. On 
the other hand, it is conjeitured, that the Prince*s march to Bahaar is 1 
feint only i that his intention is to lie perdue amongft the hills, and as foon 
as the combined troops are advanced to the northward, return fuddenly 
into this province and furprize the city j and that in this cafe, the Dutch 
will declare fer him, and join him. This fyftem 1 would certainly adopt, 
was I the Shaw Zadd a— however, ou the whoje, you will be better able 
to judge of ihelc itiatters than I can at preient, 1 am, with perfed 
cilecm. Sir, 

\ pur humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

You have now before you all that has been faid on the fubjed of the 
Suba's concealed Arzdalht, to the Prince, upon which you will form your 
own judgment. — True, we have been robbed (literally fo) of abfolute 

proofs in this charge - but if the ftrongeft prefumptive ones, fupported 

by a ihoufand corroborating evidences in the Suba’s condud, have any 

weight, our proof isfufficlcnt to claim belief: - the intermediate letters 

from our Lft remark but one, fpeak for ihemfelves, and fully prove the 
cowardice, or treachery, or rather both, at the river Oummodur. 

To Mr. Warrek Hastings. 

Calcutta^ April 25, 1760. 

I Have your favour of the 20th, on the fubjedof the Nabob's having 
a conliderable part of our troops In his pay, fervice and coeftant at¬ 
tendance on his perfon : three days pafl, 1 received a letter from him on 
the fubied, to which I ye Herd ay inclofed my anfwer, in a letter to Major 
Caillaud, with a copy of mine to the Nabob, for his perufaL To our 
complying with this requeft of the Nabob, I think there are Urong and 
mar^ifefl: objedions i the mod: important of which is, that fiich a dep will, 
lam convinced, lay the foundation of his independence. The 2 2d, 1 
wrote a lung letter to the Nabob, touching the payment of his troops, and 
oecefTKy for his difbandlng his rabble of Burcundafles, and the greateft 
part of his ufelefs cavalry 1 the letter I inclofed to the Major, with a copy 
of it I confer with him as foon as you can, and requefl he will communi¬ 
cate to you the purport of thofe letters. — Two reafons can only be urged 
in favour of the requeft now made by the Nabob j the reducing his im- 
tnenfe eipences, and at the fivme time thofe of the Company, by fuch a 
red ud ion of troops now in their pay: to accompli [h the lirft, complying 
with his rc\juefl is ncedleis, becaufe, though^ the troops continue in our 
pay and dependence on us, yet they will be always at bis call and fer¬ 
vice i 
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vice i _and when this campaign is ended, vre can, with much propriety^, 

cafe the Company by a reduttion of the Seapoys to 2000 picked men» 
which Colonel Clive had determined* if he had ftaid. 1 am* Sir* 

Your iuoft obedient Icrvant* 

J. Z. H. 

To John Caillaud, Efq; 

gjj. Calcutta^ May ad, 1760. 

Y our favour from Maraud-Baag, of the 28th uU, I had the plea- 
fure of receiving late laft night, and find the fituation of things 
between the two Nabobs juft as 1 furmifed.—Having occafion to reply to 
a letter of the young Nabob's, 1 take the oppurtiinitv to urge the ne- 
ceftity of his remaining in the city, but touch the fubje^i in fuch away, 
as to carry the appearance of the higheft compliment to his prowefs. 
That one of them fliould keep the city is abfolutely nccclTary, and a Ic- 
curity to them both, as well as the province. 1 know but of one way 
to keep them fteady, with refpea to the operations of tliis campaign, and 
that a very fhort one i when the meafiires determined on are in your judg¬ 
ment abfolutely needful and proper, juft fignify to them* that if they arc 
not immediately carried into execution, you will march to Calcutta, 
and leave them to fight their own battles, and purfue ibdr own councils i 
1 will engage you have no further trouble with them ; and ^ y, 

Sir, you" are by this time convinced, that bad they been treated in tins 
way, on the defeat of the Shaw Zadda* above, and to the fortunate con- 
juudtion of attacking and deftroying him fo lately loft (in both which 
your judicious relblutions and advice were over^ruled) there had been a. 
happy end to the troubles of the country. 

That part of my letter to the Nabob you ohjcfi to, has been wrong 
traiiftatcd and ejtplained to you; the utmoft I intimated on that head 
was* " That as the feafoo was lb far advanced, one moment of it was nor 
to be fpent unprofitably.'"-By which i intended to prevent the Na¬ 

bob's idling his time away in the pleafures of the Rurana and the city, of 
which you yourrclf Icerncd apprehenlive. 

lam* with ftocereefteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. U. 

To John Cajllaitd* Elq-, 

Calctafa, May 5, 1760. 

I Take this junflure of complying with a recommendation left me by 
Colonel Clive, in favor of "Coflim Aly Khan, and have wrote the 

Nabob 
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’Hahbb on the fubjeft; copy 1 inclafe for youf perufal.---—1 have, 1 tbiiik» 
with good realbn, many doobts touching the integrity, as weil as capa* 
city, in thefe times, of Rajali Ramnarain, and every principal perfon un¬ 
der him, and am fure the Nabob ihould change hands there. If your fen- 
timents do not run counter to mine in this particular, 1 fhall receive as a 
fovor, your intereiling yourielf in behalf of Cofiim AJy Khan. 

I am ever, with fin cere efiecm, Sir, 

Your moR obedient fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

To Mr. Warrek Hastisjgs. 

Cakutia^ May 6, lyfio, 

I Have already intimated to you the very loiv ebb of the Company’s 
treafiiry their whole invefiments at the Arungs are at a ftand j and 
■without conliderahlc fupplies, we fhall not in one month more have fuf- 

ficient fur even the current expences of the Fai 3 :ory.-VVe were ycfler-^ 

day und^cr the necefiiiy of recommending to the Gentlemen of Coffimbu- 
zar, their endeavouring to take up the money there on the Company's ac¬ 
count, for the ufe of the iilk invefiments j as alfo to the gentlemen at 
Dacca, to the fame purpofe, for the carrying on their Inveftment. Thefe 
con b deratio ns will, I doubt not, be fufficient to awaken your attention, 
refpedtlng the expences of the parties under Spears and Fifeher, on ac- 
coum not a Rupee has yet been remitted to us. Therefore 1 am obliged 
to prd's your obtaining at leaft one lack of Rupees on this account, and 
that you will fend it down with the utmoR expedition : Ihould it exceed 
the funis dilburfed, which I am fure It will not, the Nabob fhall be duly 
credited for it. Suffering him thus to run in arrears, in this article of 
field expences, is the very worfl fyllcm of politics we can adopt t and 
an effe^ual Hop mufi in future be put to it, by iniifiing on an advance 
before our troops leave the garrifon. Without this precaution, the Com¬ 
pany mull: fijffcr great diftrefs and difficulties in the conducing their 
mercaimle affairs, as we find fd little dependance on the pundluality of 
the Nabob's re-lmburfing us. I wrote you very prctfingly on this fub- 
jedl the 23d ult. of which you have hitherto taken no notice. The re¬ 
payment of the; 00,000 Rupees lent the Nabob by Mr. Manningham,on the 
Company’s account, run ft be demanded in the moR urgent" terms \ and 
if you think it is not in his power to advance that fum, a freft; Tunka 
on the Kiftiviigiir Country muft abfolutely be hififted on—1 mention this 
country in preference, beciofc the remaining bailaflces to be colledted 
from it are now but fmall. ^ 

Wc 



We have Tunkas, both 

haviouf» refpeaing Countries: from whence I am info^- 

in the Burdow^ and ^ are, by every opprelhvc 

cd, by Meff- Watts and Howit. tUt P Klilebundees, 1 

tneafme. extorting that ^ warmly on the fubjea, and 

have wrote the Nabob manner.-And that 

I requeft yot^ remonftrate g ‘ _ i j relcfve, that I abfolutcly 

you Jignify to the former, oat 

will not fuffer a fingk ^ ^ And demand llkcwife, ihai he 

any ceremony, drive them out. 

The neceffity of ^or^’^iyl^ackl'whk^^ 

liged to apply to the ^ , i judged their own fecurity, as 

under various hfJ^thc'Compan would have induenced 

well as an opportunity j - dge^ ill However, I doubt not: 

boufc for this rcfufal 


1 yo»r rp«dy .ep>y »„ 

j ■ 2 . H- 


Si'r,, 


To John Caj^laud, Efqi 

Caiciiiiit, May S, 1760. 

, .T. *A -.nd cth inftant. In the former 

M y laft w'cre under . private letter from Mr. 

1 inclofed, for your peru a , ran fQf^vard to yon, trarjllaie of 

Bifdc..,wi^copy of n;y »f-r ^ 


.h.«. 1 you »iU 

favor me in returning them. 

1. j ..-IB hF laid on the fentitnenES or aflertions 
What weight or dependance ^ dlrcftion of Chmfnra, you will b* as ca- 
contained in thofc letters j {hould be extremely glad of your 

nablc of judging as I am j and _ annears to me, that the 

thou5h!s on thU fiiHcfl“f own p j. ; ^5^^ of ibe road 

nA .vith whU wa ough. nos, no. can. 

\ve have pointed out to him, That ibev ihouid be fo far 

from any Jullifiablc caufc, taifing diHurbances in the country 

dlfarmcd of any means or power of ^ 

betimes abfolatcly ncccffary, both for hi^ iccuriiy auu 
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yond this, that we ihould fuffer his extartiug fums of money from (Jieni 
(w]ijch can anfwrr no ufcful purpole to us, but on the contrary, refleit 
dilhooour on the power and influence wc arefuppofed to have over him} 
is a meafiire which J really think will not give credit to oor name or arms; 
and which we cannot too Ibon difelaim and objea to. In theJb fentiments* 
1 d.lire %, I have your private concurrence j and I muft confefa, I fee no 
public motive which can fully vindicate our even winking at any oppref- 
tive or Iniquitous defigns, levelled agaltift riiefe or any other individuals 
under his government; bccaufe, whatever odium may fall on him, the 
world will bedow. and that judly, a large proportion on us, as know¬ 
ing he dare not medirate praaices of this kind, but under the Iknaion 
of the alliance between us: let ns, therefore, for our own fakes, and 
to preferve as much as we can the peace of the country, infill on the 
cjrecution of the plan laid down to him j but oppofe that meafure which 
the Nabobs, in place thereof, feem to have only in view, the plundering 
their polieflionsj and by this laudable oppofition evince them and the 
world, it is not our wiili or aim to injure them in their trade, rights, or 
properties i but to divell them only of that power which they io lately 
though impotent I y, employed to the fubverfion of ours. ^ 

1 am, as ever, with much efteem, Sir, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 

P. S. To w hat I have before urged, I may add the driving the Dutch 
toadefperate exiremiry, by laying fuch heavy and exorbitant demands 
on them, which they cannot in nature comply with, will aufwer no end, 
at led no good one *, tor they will have no rcfource left, but joinint^, at 
all events, the Nabob’s enemies with the whole force they can colled to¬ 
gether .—1 have wrote the Nabob on this fubjed ; copy of the letter I 
inclofe you, and forward another to Mr. Haflings, by thefe Coffids. 

J. Z. H. 

To Mr, Was HEN Hastings. 

Calcutta, June ij, 1760. 
O Y wprefsyertcrday from Dacca we have advice, that the Suba jias 

taken off Allyverdcc and Shaw Amct Khan’s Begums_He rent 

a Jammaut-daar and joo horfc, with orders to JelTeraut Khan to carrv 
this bloody fcheme into execution, with feparate orders to the J-mmaut 
daar, m cafe Jefferaut Khan refuted obedience : he refufed adinVaov mn 
in the tragedy, and left it m the other j who carried them out by n Dir 
about two miles above the city m a boat, tied weights to their le^s tn,J 
threw them over-board; they ftruggkd for fome time, and held %y the 

gunwaJl 
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.11 nf the boat but by ftrokes on their heads with Latties, and cot- 
Sro? .t"’the, fLk._Thcfe .reOteads of the Tyger we 

are fupporting and fighting for. am,^ 

Jp 

To the Hod. John Zeph. Holwell* Efqmre. 

Maraud-hmgr June 21, 1760, 

how were thofe |nra,»^ >-:^^^Sooer^ut Th” 

It" ™ ?he v-VhI-" 'Su urd^zr p“f 

foe. I will not yrfi. W I “P'® ■■'> 

the truth of my intelligence, w teptifentcd to me.—How 

Tettt^'tre^ortions and \ ^P--*. “ 

t -nfe oj 

tiule fo atrocioi and complicated a villainy, nor (forgive me. Sir, iff 
edd) onr fopporting fuch s V-ut.^^ 

Your moft obedient, mofl faithful fervant, 

Warren Hastings. 

The advices fent from Dacca touching '‘''f'& 
^ re r o^f that 

execution, as follows: 

rmt"Begrmrjt-““^rod Oowla. and widow 

M^flLrafrrolWtlbaKooly Khao. adopted by the Shaw 

Lotf^ Nefla^Begum, widow of Sorajod Dowla; 

Her infant daugliiers bv Nabob|urajud DowU, 
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Dock's making 

clrnagcr in Dacca, was the caufe of this infernd 

wJc omlitcS f Subali’s aflaffioation given in the MemoriaJ, tlieft 

A Wei Ohab Khan, waj-kici and murdered by the Subah’s order on 
V pretence of a confpiracy, in March T760 

of Mhr:’Aprir;r''^^ 

To Mr. Warren Hastings. 

xroTTD C. f V j , ■^°’'' M»y S. 1760. 

Y *' ?<* I «“««i only y<^a«d,y, .nd. out of ,he 

C,h % *h™fclv«. wo moll fubmi, ^ 

ut though llicy may hold good refpeamg the large loan I reguefted of 

Se Co^ ‘’“?U « *’ave ftewn a readinefXXt 

Shm'^nf ir'? '"™“ me of Aich^a 

with my re^leltl. wt “Ue^ef tS ^i:!; thf h^^eaZ^r 

tTfJ to fercen and prated them from any violence in 

of tlL ‘^^tne, when they mayffand in need 

1 obferve what you fay, rclbeQW your having advancffi fk.- 
^ccat to Capt. Fijeher, for the payment of his feparate detach me 

Jnder th7nc«(L ^ immediately kid 

nceetruy of agam dilburhng the fums wc receive from the Na- 

"*■ bob 
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bob on bis Jiccount. where will be the end of our ^pences? and bow 
are the Company to be re-imburfrd at laft, if he is thus to be in 

arrears to us? A ftop muft bt ablolutely put to this fyftcm. and foon . I 
therefore requeft you will commumcatc this, and my laft letter to you on 
this fubiett, to the Major; and that feme effcdtual means may dircitly 
adopted, to free us from this tax, fo greatly detrimental at prefent to our 
affairs. If time is given to the Nabob until the campaign is clofed. I 
know the infuperabie trouble we ihall have in rccovcnng a ru^c from 
him. If fomething is not done fatitfaftory to us, I ft all be under 
the ncceflity of hying a reprefentation before the Btwrd, who are, I know, 
leVweli inclined to come to tefoiutions which will be moft ungracious 
to the Nabob in his prefent fituation. 

Requeft the Major will communkatc to you mine of this date, on the 

Nabob’s conteft with the Dutch. ^ ui r * 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J.Z.H- 


Sir, 


To Peter Amvatt, Efquirc. 

Fori William, i Hh May, 1760. 

T Have the pleaforc of your letters of the 23d and 
^ ters now, I think, grow critical on your fidci the Prince in yo 
neighbourhood, and, I fear, between Knox and the city, 
wilh 1 imagine, tind no foiall difficulty to throw himfclf, without fight¬ 
ing under many di fad vantages, though I hope you ^ ® 

fo7an occafional fally to favour any attempt he may make for your re^ 

lief._Notwithftanding the Prince’s jundion with Mr. Laws incon- 

fiderablc force, J muft confefs my apprehenfions for the city, arc gneate 
ftom treachery within, than from any attempts they can make 
out whilft Knox and his party are fo near them, 1 have no better opi¬ 
nion of Ramnarain’s integrity in the caufc, than i 

capacity; and the moft gracious manner his brother and Molvd ore were 
difmiifod by the Prince and Comgaar Khan gives 

cion: therefore you cannot be too much on your guard agaiuft R m- 
Xaln, as well as thofe who have the chief 

Molydorc, Donecram, and one or two more of * 

feized and fccured, 1 doubt not but it would f.curc the 
Whether a flep of this kind would be praftscahle, }ou arc a J g 

than I can poffibly be. If Knox makes his way into the edy p . ^ 
be ftron*^ enough to take the abfolutc command of it yourfeU, tthich 
I wouId*by ah means recommend to you. and the fame time kcure thofe 

TOO have reafon to thinlc dilaffe-fted. Rainnaram’s backwardneft to op- 
J p ^ iXJie 
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pofc the advance of Mr, Law’s party, which I learn from yoora to the 
Major of the a 5th ult, evinces that he intends ill, or has no command 
over thofe under him ; and confequemly he is, in cither cafe, moft un¬ 
worthy the uuft he poflefles, and the fooner he is divefted the better. 

Let me hear from you by every poUxble opportunity, and believe me 
truly. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H. 


To JoHH Caillaujj, Efquirc. 

Sir, William, 24th May, 1760, 

L ast night a letter from the Committee was difpatchcd to you, in 
which you had the Gen tie merits general fciitiments only on the ftate 
of things, without defeending to the particular caufes of thefe fentiments 
which require elucidations. 

The fuccefs of Capt. Knox juftifies and docs honour to your recom¬ 
mendation and our appointment, and gives quite a new alpeift to the 
late defperaie flate of affairs in the province of Babar; where I think the 
force under Captain Knox, if continued at Patna, will, with the affif- 
tance of Ramnarain, be amply fuflicient to preferve the tranquillity of the 
country and fafety of Patna during that period, as alfo to take the Held 
when the feafon permits, to quell, or rather prevent, any commotions 
which may be attempted the next year by the Prince againft the Suba’s 
government. . We are averfe, for two important reafons, to you (or 
your troop) being farther diftant from us than the Purnea country, each 
of which i will fpeak dlflindtly to. 

If we have any thing to apprehend from without, either from French 
or Dutch, we are to expedt it from this time to the remaioder of the S. W, 
monfoon} therefore it becomes an eiTential confideratlon, that our forces 
are kept as much within call as the nature of the prefent fervice will ad¬ 
mit of, Aill giving a preference to ourfclvcs, and the fecund place only to 
the defence of the Suba and his government; he mult himfelf concur 
and fubmit to the utility of this precaution for his own fake, his (afety 
depending abfolutely on ours, and on the force we have to impede the en¬ 
trance of any European power whatever in his country from any other 
quarter: 1 think he need be under no apprehenfion for thefe five or fix 
mouths at leall. And I hope there is yet time to accomplifh the Suba’s 
jiiLl purfuits againn: Purnea, and for your return to us with the troops, 
s^'hen the rains fet in, a circumfiance which leads me to my fccond 
tcafon. % 


Though 
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Thouch the Prince, by this year’s invafion, has benefited himfelf and 
followers no more thin by the laft vet the confequence has been equally 

fatal to the country', or rather more fo--The large fliare of injury the 

Company fuffers in their affairs, by the annual continuance of thefe trouble?, 
calls lor our muft arious confideration, as 1 fee no end to them whillt 
we fupport the nrefent fyftem, fo ohviouay tending (and that not by Ilow 
decrees neither) to our tmplovers ruin. To obviate this, lome nieafures 
muft be adopted j in concerting of which your prefence with us and coun- 
fels are ablolutely nectffary. as foon as the prefent esdgencies of things 
can admit of your abfence from the troops.-This moment I arn in¬ 

terrupted by lettesS from Mr. Amyatt of the r4ch, one to the Committee, 
the QthsT to myfelfi in both which he lays fuch ftrc(s on the neceiTity ot 
bcinE reinforced by Europeans and Seapoys, that I fear it muft over-rule 
all I have urged in this and my laft paragraph, and after all oblige your 
march to Patna, with what force you think can be fpared from the Purn^ 
expedition i or whether you may not think it eligible to take the whole 
with you, and defer that expedition for the prefent. The feeming re- 
folutlon the Prince has taken, not to quit the province of ^har, and the 
inercafe of his army, are ftrokes we could not reafonably have ex failed 
after the repulfes he received at Pama. By letters of the 12ih from thence 
they advife us, the Prince and his army were retreated nine corfc townrds 
Tikara ; by thofe of the 14th, only three} juft to get dear of lallics from 
the city. Mr. Amyatt feems to write under the greateft apprchenfion as 
well for the country as the Company's inveftment of Salt-Petre, 
Meafures for the fecurity of that muirat ieaft be emered on, though, for 
my own part, I fear if the Prince has really refoWed to keep on this fide 
the Scan, and is proceeding, as Mr Amya t reprefont?, luccours will ar¬ 
rive too late to prevent milChief. I will direifly fummon a meccing of 
the Seled: Committee to reply to Mr. Amyait’s letter, and tranfmit you 
their fentiments for your conduct. 

Since writing the above, 1 have received another Phirmaund from the 
Prince, incloifog the original Arzdallit of the Nabob, the truth of which 
appears to us to carry much jirohability, which is all I lb ail at prefom fa/ 
to It. What follows are the Icnumcnts of the other gentlemen of me 
Committee, as well as my own. 

Hitherto our condufl in fupporting the Suba’s government can hardly 
be vindicaled to our t'lnploycrs, the marc efpccbhy finc« his flagrant and 
known breach of the treaty laft year, not only by his invitation uf the 
Dutch forces from Baiavia, but by his fhamcfiil and in lincere conduct and 
dealing with us after (heir arrhal, and to this hour vcfpcdhng that people, 
the wcakneft and inconfiftency of his whole politics during the courJe ot 

tbs 
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this crapaign, joined to the repeated cruellies, murders, wd oppieffihm 
deilj mrumuted by him or his fun on individ»els._,he uniraMdeteto- 

of “"'r “’’"“"Sl'o"' ‘1« provinces,—the obvious ccrteinto 

, . 7*''It' country continuing without interruption whillt 

"-“y oth^Tonfidere 

alZ enumerate, demonftrates, we cannot longer, conG- 

t with what we owe to the Company, to natural jufticefand pro¬ 
priety, and to the Englifli name, fupport a ryftem of ufurpatloti ^nd 
tyranny, w hich reflefts dilhonour on it, and muft, if perCfled m bvolire 
our honaurabie employer, and oar colony in a fpeedy^fuim-The" !;^ 
ft government, the more rs verified your own ju/t obfervation at 

your firft knowicgc of it, That it Is rotten to ^be cere: VC th^can 
be cxpefled froni a fyftem rotten to the very heart of it, in every fenfe-^ 
Rum muft at^nd the femdy, m fpite of our efforts to fave t£m sa ri 

Iv Chi partakers in a greater or lefs degree ihereoUto 

fay nothing of our drawing our fword in fupport of fueb a fvGem 7^ - a 
egal, tW unfortunate Prince of the co^nLy, /om 
vantage and emolument we can wifh for the Company is tendered^ 
without hmitaiion,-This bcitiE the cafe we are t/nft r * 

efleC sr cSlfiTcucctS 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, . 

J- z. a 

To die Houuumbic J. Z. Holwcli., Efq, Prefidcus ,„d Guvenwr of 

rort WilJiam. 

•rfsru , . Gucaiw,, 29 ih Muy, ,,6o. 

TAM honoured this day with your favour of the \ ti 

lad letters of the 24th, and thofe of yefterday, of the 2Srh'^canf^^ 
all r can urge jn favour of our return to Patna with the voont» M 
you feem alfo convinced of the neceffitv of it fince thi r! ^ 

Amysifs luiretsi I flisll bu gisd tu Hod f, for hV"™fi,17h‘'’,1 r^-’ 
ments uf ibe Sska CummifiB. confirmed by 


I 





I am not nuifter enough of the fubjedt, to know how the Company t 
i, invefttnem of Salt-petrc will be fo much hurt this year and that you 

fear fuccours will arriv. tpo late, to prevent much mifehief; but this I 
am very confident ot, that if we do not fend fuccours, the whole pro¬ 
vince may be loft, and many years inveftments to come, 

I will endeavour now. Sir, to reply#s fully as I can to the fubjed on 
which you defire foearneftly to know my fentiments j and hope what I 
have to fay will fo fully fatisfy you, that I need not at Icaft leave the ar¬ 
my until the campaign is quite concluded, as 1 think it cannot be done 
^ without prejudice to our affairs. 

Bad 33 the man may be, whofe caufe we now fupport, I cannot be of 
opinion that we can get rid of him for a better, without running the rilk 
of mpeh greater inconveniencies attending on luch a change, than thofe 

we now labour under.-1 prefurac, the cftablilliing tranquillity in thefe 

provinces would reftore to us all the advantages of trade we could wiili, 
for the profit and honour of our employers ^ and 1 think we bid fairer to 
bring that tranquillity about, by our prel'cnt influence over ibe'Suba, and 
by fupporting him, than by any change which can be made.- -No new re¬ 
volution can take place without a certainty of troubles > and a revolution 
will certainly be the confcqucnce, whenever we withdraw our proteaiori 
ftom the Subawe cannot in prudence neither, I believe, leave this re¬ 
volution to chance—we muft in lomc degree be inftrgmental to bringing 
it about.—In foch a cafe, it is veiy poflible we may raife a man to the dig¬ 
nity, juft as unfit to govern, as little to be depended upon, and in Ihort, 
as great a rogufc as our Nabob i but perhaps not fo great a coward, nor fo 
great a fool, and of confequence much more difficult to manage.—As to 
the injuftice of fupporting this man, on account of bis cruelties, oppref- 
V fions, and his being deteftcH in his government, I fee fo little chance, in 

this bleffed country, of finding a man endued with the oppofite virtues,. 

I that 1 think we may put up with thefc vices, with wjalch vve have no cou- 

I cern, if in other matters we find him fiueft for our purpofe. 

As to his breach of his treaty, by introducing the Dutch laft year, that 
was never lb clearly proved, 1 believe, but as to admit of ibme doubt j- 
'*■ Colonel Clive, before he left the country, leemed latltfied that what was 

fiifpicious in his conduct in that affair, proceeded not froin aftoal guilt, 
but from the timidity of his nature*—But if wc ftill fufpvtt him fratrv 
further circumilances, we always have it in our power to put it to the left 
at once, by making him afl as he ought, whether be will or no. 


r 


WitL 



[ 43 ] 

With reg:ird to drawing our fwords againft the UwfuS Prince of the 
country; no man can more pity his misfortunes than 1 have done, nor 
^vould any one be more willing and happy to be inflrumental in aihfling 
him to recover his juft right;—but fuch a plan Is not the thought of a day, 
nor the eicecution of it the work of a few months; -there is a powerful 
party Hill remains;—the Vizier, with the Maharattasand Jutes, who, not- 
withHianding the conftant fucctfs of Abdallah againft them, ftill make head 
agaiiifl him; and fach are their refources and their numbers, that 1 believe 
they will at laft oblige the Patans to leave the country ; for though they 
cannot beat them fairly out of the field, they bid fair to ftarve them out of 
the country* 

You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr, Haftings, that Abdallah 
hath fent orders to the feveral powers, to acknowledge the Prince King of 
Indoftan, by the name of Shaw Alluto ;—rupees are ftmek by his order 
at Bantiarras and Lucknow, in that name orders are alfo given to Sujah 
Dowlatt, to accept the poll of Vizier; and our Nabob hath got, it is faid* 
inflmetions to acknowledge him, and pay him the obcifance due to the King 
of Kings, as he is ftikd- 

If we were perfedtiy fure Abdallah would remain, as be fays, until he 
faw the Prince *rcll fixed on the throne, and the peace and tranquillity of 
the country refiored, we might, I think, all joined together, be a match 
for the Maharattasbut we muft be well afTured that Abdallah will 
heartily enter, and when entered, will firmly fupport the caufe;---for 
fhould this appointment of his be no more (as it is polTible) than a finifh- 
ing ftrokc, to end his expedition with the eclat of having given us a Mo¬ 
gul, and when a certain number of the country powers had entered into 
' the alliance, hefhould think of a return to his own country, and leave us 
to fight it out with the other contending party, 1 fear the Vizier and the 
Maharattas would be too ftrong for thofe who remained of the alliance, 
fuppoliog them to be the Rucllahs, and Sujah Dowlatt, and the Nabob of 
Bengal,—However, fuppofing all this fhould take place, why may it not 
be done with our Nabob in our hand, ftill his friends and his protedlors ? 

1 am this mftant favoured with yours of the 25lh} ard I find by your 
poftfeript, that your opinion and mine, with regard to the Prince, do not 
differ much* 1 have no objeflions to follow the plan you propofe:—let 
Mr. Haftings found the old Nabob, and I will go to work with the young 
one, who joins me this day. 

We may continue our march on to Patna.—The rains will give us time 
to negotiate, to fee we go on fure grounds, aj^d make fuch a plan of the 

alliance. 
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alliance, ss wlU do us honour, and be an advantage to our country anit 
our employers i—but kt us not abarrdoa the Nabob.—Befides me resfons 
I have urged above, one more ftill remains, which I believe will have tome 
weight, a ^d make us cautious how we attempt, without very ftrong aad 
urgent reaions, any chunge in the prelent iyftcni. 

You arc well acquainted. Sir, with the caufe which firft gave rife to 
the prefent (hare of infiuence which we enjoy in this part of the Mogul's 

empire-_a juft refentment for injuries received, was the firft motive 

which induced us to make a Ifial of our ftrength i—the cafe with which 
wc fucccedcd enlarged our views, and made us chearfully embrace all 
opportunities of increaBng that intcreft and influence, both on account of 
the advantages which accrued from it to the Honourable Company, as 
likewife the hopes that it might in time prove a fourcc of benefit, and 
riches to our country.—Such were, I believe, the motives of Colonel 
Clive’s aaions during his adminiftration j fucb, 1 believe, were the views 
of the Honourable Company, when they folicited and ohtamed Colonel 
Coote's regiment from the Government; and fuch, 1 am certain, is the 
plan which the Colonel propofes, on his return, to purfuc and to fupport, 
m hopes to convince the Miniftry and tlie Company, as he is convinced 
himfclf, that if they plcafe to fupport his projeft, It will prove of ihc 
greateft advantage to the public. 

If I have ftated our fitnation right, it follows, I heliew. of courfe, 
that we arc bound with vigour to work on the fame plan, to aS on the 
fame principles, and to keep up the fyftcm as perfeft and entire as it was 
■ left in our hands | that whatever refoluuons the Nation or the Company 
may come to^ on Col. Clive's reprefentations, they may not be difappoint- 
cd/ by finding here (at leaft through our faults) any very material change 
in our fituatton, power, or credit. 

One word more. All we can wilh to do is, not to fuffer the Nabob to 
impofe on us, and to check every beginning of an independence he may 
endeavour to aflumc: — let us confult and improve on every occafion that 
offers, the honour and advantage of our employers, and the incrcafc of 
their trade and credit j and not let them fuffer any additional expeuce, on 
account of purfutng any plan, or fupporting any fyftem whatever.—By 
adling thus. I think we cannot err 5 we run at lead no rilk; and I believe 
the Company’s affairs may be conduced by us under this Suba, as much 
to their advantage and credit, as any other whom a revolution may place 
in the government. 


I 


G 


Inclofcd 
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bdofed, I hav« the honour to fend Mr. Amyatl’B UfVter, received 
this mornitig. We have had, as you will fee, anotlicr brulh with the 
Prince'^fl troops, and with great fucccfs: however, if the other plao goes 
on, we muft put an end to this fighting fyfem. and talk coolly on affairs. 

_ \ Qiall expeil the favour of your opinion with great^ irnpatiencc; and 

hive the iKinour to alTure you that I am, with perfca and efteem, 

Sifj your nioft obedient and moil humble fervant, 

JouK Caillaud-. 

It is worth remarking, that in this letter wc fee many fpecious argu¬ 
ments in favour of flill preferving this fyflem > apologies are made for 
tlie Subis crnckles and opprcllions j and even an attempt to exte¬ 

nuate his condua in the Dutch affair, by attributing it to his timidit^y.— 
Howfbever Colonel Clive was aauated to declare afterwards, the lenti- 
menU fet forth ic this letter, yet the Meniorial fent to Company 
(fDmetimc after k happened) carried the teftimofiy of convi&on, 
having called in the Dutch) figned by Colonel Clive and his whole 
council. Poffibly we may be wrong s ^' 1 ^ wc will not heutatc **^_f®y* 
that neither the pen nor tongue of a Cicero fliould in€uencc us to think> 
the mo ft atrocious crimes and cruelties can admit of palliation, let the 
complexion or principles of that government be what they will,—much 
lefs vindicate the rupporting fuch wlckedneis, let the advantages be ever fo 
great to ourfclves.-—Bat waving here thefe, and ieveral other parts of this 
letter, wc beg leave to refer you to our antwer intmcdiately following* 
where we think we have rendered the whole invalid.—It is more worthy 
remark, that all the arguments fo forcibly urged there* vanUhed on Go¬ 
vernor Vanlittart’s arrival at Fort 'William—without, as we remembcr,_ 
any material alteration in the face of affairs—for,, after the flight of 
Cuddeim Hoffein Khan, the raias fet in, and a flop was put to all ope¬ 
rations of the field.—It is true, things were growing worfe and w^rfe ;— 
but that was no more than.waa forefeen long before, as appears frona Mr, 
JHolwell's repeated and urgent ccprcfetitations, on his part, as well as on 
that of the Commiitee, though then without obtaining any doe influence: 
nor will this be much wondered at, when wc unmafk the caufe. The 
Major having undoubted reafona to expedf a change in the govern men c 
of CalcQtta, and that Mr. Vanfittart would probably arrive with us in 
July, or fooncr; it is but rational to think, that the Major rather chofe 
to be juined with.Mr, Vanfittart, with whom he had been long conneacd 
in friendihip, (than with Mr. Holwell, who was in a manner a llranger 
to him) in the fubverfion of a government which he faw muft inevitably 
b- brought on, but at the fame time thought would admit of delay. Thls- 
muft have been tire plan of thinking adopted by him then, or his fubfe- 
nuent condua in falling immediately into/ and having fo principal a 
^ part 
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part in depofing Mhir Jafficr KJian. mutt appear wholly unaccountable. 
i-Mcflrs. Holwcll* Sumner, and Mac^Gwire, the majority of your Sclc^l 
Committee, very clearly faw through this difgolfe j for they too had re¬ 
ceived intimation of Mr, Vanfittart’s appointment j. and convinced that 
nothing could be effeaually pulbed by their majority in the Committee, 
without having a concurrence from the heart with the Commander m 
chief of your forces in the field, contented themfcivcs with rcmonftranccs 
on the unhappy fituatbn of your atfaim j— having no other alternative in 
thdr power. To the truth of this, we venture to refer to Mr. Sumner, 
now in England. 

Here we will beg leave to fay publicly, what we have often faid in 
private to fomc of your Court of Directors; If you would have your 
afeirs conduced properly in Bengal, give your Commander in chief, 
rank, title, emoluments, any thing to make him nefpeaable in the eyes 
of that Eovernment, and your own forces;—but give him not a vote m 
your Committees or Councils: — recent and melancholy prooft evince the 
impropriety of doing it.-There will ever be one fet of pdmeal views in 
the cabinet, and another in the camp; and this inevitably moft be the 
cafe: — if it had not been fo, you would, in the month of May^or June 
1760. have been yourfelvcs Subas of Bengal, and now m poBcffion ot 
between two and three millions Her ling pet annum. 


To John Caillaud, Efq; 

Calcutta^ June 14, 1760- 

M ANY of the various reafon* you aflign for our fupportmg this go¬ 
vernment, at all events, I Biould moft readily fubmit to, were we 
at the fame time in any fituation of fupporting and conduamg the Com¬ 
pany's affairs with fuccefs and honour, or indeed of conducing them at 
Jll. They are burthened with a military force at the expence of near 
co.ooo Rupees each month, their bare pay. befides the immenfe charge 
of military ftores, &c. The charges of their works, one momh with ano¬ 
ther, amount to from 70 to 90,000 Rupees. The Company s great mp- 
porr, at this time, will be expeaed from thek Bengal mveftmcnis ; and 
if we return them this fcafon one fhip s com pi eat cargo, it xvill be the ut- 
moft the prefent profped promlfes; for fome time the bufinefs at their 
different Arungs has been at a Hand; they have in a manner loft iheir 
filk inveftment for this feafon.—The balance of their treafury, one lack 
and half only, without any hopes of a material fupply,^ wc mving uted 
every means in our pow'cr to borrow on their account without fuccels : ^ n 
hourly expeflation of thpr credit fuffering further dlfgracc, from 
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aWlity to anftvcr the fci-eral bills drawn on us from different quarters; in 
k-fs than the fpace of one month a difgraccful flop mull be put to the 
progrefs of our new works i and I declare to you, 1 fee not where we 
thall get money for the pay of our troops in garrifon^ and tnuch lefs for 
ilic fervke of the marine, and other current expences of the Pretidency.— 
I have no doubt but you will give due weight and attention to the fore¬ 
going real date of the Company's affairs; and from thence be convinced, 
that the fupport of the prefent fyftem, until the Company's pleafure is 
known, will reduce us to no fyftem at all j the more furely fo, as wfr 
have (b little foundation to expedt any fupplies at all from them, by the 
ihips of this ieafon^ 

Had it ever been my wiffi or ioteniion to have taken our fupport from 
the prelent Nabob, and transfer it to any other, your arguments, in that 
calc, would have all the weight with me they fo greatly merit } but, I 
think, on a reprefentation of mine to you, and the copy of mine to Mr, 
Amyatfj, you will fee that was not my aim ■, for I concur minutely with 
your obkftlons to fuch a ftep, and am very clear we ihould not mend 
our Htuafion by a revolution in favour of any other, who would, as you 
truly obferve, prove as bad as the prefent, and probably worfe:—But my 
views for the Company went much higher. That the country will never 
be in a fettled, peaceful Aate whilfl this family is at the head of it, is a 
portion 1 lay dowm as inconteffable; and that until the country enjoys 
that ftate, the Company's affairs muft, in conCequence, be daily approach¬ 
ing to certain ruin; I therefore judge we could never be polIefTed of a 
more juft or favourable opportunity to carry into execution, what muft 
be done, J plainly fee, one time or other, if the Company have ever a 
- fccure footing in the provmcejt, to wh, Take this country into their own 
hands, Ittnitingourfelves to the province of Bengal only, or extending our 
views to tliofe of Eahar and Orixa, as on future debate might be thought 
nioft eligible. The htuation of tlie Prince at prefent is fuch, that 1 am 
fore he would readily and thankfully hearken to an overture from US, and 
without hefitatian, grant a Phirmaund appointing the Company perpetual 
Subas of the province. His two Phirmaunds to me, as 1 before advifod 
you, offered a Caric Blanche for the company; and 1 dare fry, that to 
you was of the lame tenor. With refpcdl to the validity of receiving a 
Phirmaund from him, I caooot think it pofllbly liable to impeachment; 
That he h the legal heir to the empire is beyond con trad iftion 5 that Ab¬ 
dallah has proclaimed him Emperor, by the name of Shaw Allum, or¬ 
dered Siccas to be ft ruck in his name, and called him to the throne, are 
truths which now i believe will admit of tio doubt. But, on fuppofition 
things Ihould come to the worft, and the iffue of them at laft prove in 
fovour of Shaw Jehawn, 1 conceive it would* very little affedt us, when 

once 
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once III poffelTion of the provinces; for let the lot of empire fall to whom 
k will, the regular remittance of the ftipolated revenues of “untry, 
from which that court had hardly benefited lince [jnie of ^ 
would fecure a confirmation, from whatever Pnnec fills the throne, if his 

ey^s ^re open to his own intereft* 

The foregoing favourable circumftancra confidcred. t^ilicr 
orefent ftMe of Ire Company's afliur!, and the many juft caufes and pm- 
JocaUons we certainly bare againft fnpportmg this 
can we. confiftently with nor doty to the Compny. 
tote, which in lia eame Sri! from the Prince. 

MS to their aflairs-and redounding fn greatly to lhe.r ''r’"'' 
which we ilionld be fnfficiently enabled to prevent f“ 
a footine in Bcn^fal, or even an entrance to the country ? — Urcunittanc 

we havc^moft to apprehend from, of anything that can pnffiblyha^ 

To the mdeftatiou'tL dellrnakm nf the Cumpany's tnfluence and cun- 
cerns in India ; for in fuch an event, we can, from experience, judge I 
alfrftance we fhould receive from the prefent government. 

I have this moment received your favour of the i oth from Hybut 
Gunec, and think five or fix days will bring you near the city. As no¬ 
thing material has happened, your obliging apology for not 
frequently, was need I cfs, for I can very Toon account for _ 

of vour lime, in fuch troublcfome and forced marches. ^I o ^ 
the firft difeouragements which check the Prince’s hopes j an yc 
think if he gives us the Subadary, promotes Mbit Jafficr and lus 1 
Ibme confidcrable pofts, and takes them and their troops with 
is joined by 4 or 500 of Europeans, with a or 3000 Seapoys, . 

field artillery, the refult would be in his frvour j and , 

helps be would gain the throne of his anceflors 1— for thoi^h after the 
late fuccefs of the Morattors againft Abdallah’s Vificr, it might be impru¬ 
dent in Suiah Dowlct to advance to the fouthw'ard j yet when he was 
toined by the Prince, with a formidable force, there would be no objec¬ 
tion to Suiah Dowlet's joining him with his whole power, in his marc 
Peljy — I-Think, Sir, how glorious a circomft^ce for our 
and nation, to be aiding in fo juft and honourable a fervice . an 
might they not both exped, if the Prince was cftablilhcd on the throne 
of Indoftan j an event which appears to me a moral certainty, b> 
coalition as is juft hinted at above. 

If matters foould chance to come into treaty, a ratification of Colonel 

Clive’s Jagier mufl not be forgot. 

1 pm with real efteem, Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servant, J. Z. H. 


r 
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How far his Lordfhip’s prior and fubfequent treatment of Mr. Hol- 
•wel, merited this tender conlideratlon, we leave to his Lord (hip’s breail j 
and only remark, that this thought never occurred to his bofotn friends, 
when they had it in their power to have Ibreeaed him from much trouble 
and more anxiety. 


To Peter Amv axt* Efq; 

‘Sir, Cakatfa, 50th May, lyfie. 

mine of the 25th, I have received a letter from Mr. HafUngs, 
enclofiag abftradls of one from Jugul KilTore, the Nabob’s agent at Del- 
ly, to the Nabob, advihng him of the Shaw Zadda being adtuaJIy pro¬ 
claimed King, and called to the throne by Abdallah j and that the Vize- 
xui vras fent to Susta Dowla, who has already llruck Siccas in the Prince’s 
name. If this incidem is really fa^i, which appears probable enough from 
the many particulars recited in Jugul Kiflbre’s letter, our proceedings will 
require the niceft conduiS at this conjuniture ; and as we have hitherto 
oppofed his arms, we mull attonc in future for fuch oppofition, by mak¬ 
ing our force as fecviceablc to him as pofSble,—even by joining him with 
fuch part of ibem as we can pofSbly fpare, to aflifl him in fccuring the 
peaceable poUedlon of the throne; provided we can thereby gain ibme ef* 
fential point, which we mulf now moiladiduouCy purfue, for the Company 's 
benedt j the fuccefs and accompiifhment of which will greatly depend on. 
yours and the Major s addrefs, to whom 1 fhall enclofe copy of this, that 
you may a£l in concert on this occafiou for the public good. 

On fuppofltion that the Prince is recognized Emperor by Abdallah, I 
do not lee bow we can, conliftent with our duty to the Company, to na- 
^ral jullice, or found politics, fupport this family any longer againfl the 
Prince, without the njoft flagrant breach and violation of the laws of na- . 
ttons: Whilfl his right remained dnubrful, a pretext barely plaudble re¬ 
mained for our condufl ; but this recognition of the Prince by Abdallah, 
and the principal Omrahs of this empire, dilveds us even of that pretext; 
^d our perfiiUng will lay us, I fear, not only liable to cenfure from the 
Company, but from the whole world. 

That the Suba will labour to exculpate himfelf, by throwing the odium 
xjf the refinance made to the Prince in thcle dominions on us, I have not 
the lead doubt j of which there needs no ftronger proof, than his fecret- 
ing this extraordinary event, which on tlie inftant he fhould have had 
communicated to me, by virtue of the treaty fubfifling between him and 
the Englifh j for all the intelligence of this adair 1 have from Mr. Haft- 

* logs 
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in« only* who obtained the copy of Jngul Kiflbre’s letter from the 
hWflJc, contrary, be believes, to the Suba's intentions j-fo that, on 
the whole, we may reafonably conclude, he is well advanced by this 
time in making his peace with the Prince at our expence, and poffibly at 

the price of the Company s ruin i— in which he mulT: be countermined 

withnnt lofs of time, and every piece of treachery carctully guartkd 
which either be or his fon, we know are capable ‘'f 
our troops, or us. I yefterday received a letter from the old Nabob,, 
llt^K me to order part of Captain Fifehet’s command to Midnapore, for 
the fecurity of that place, and cofledtion of the revenues i which in my 
anfwer 1 abfolutcly refufed, alledging for reafon that his own people were 
fully equal to that fervice, and that 1 could not think of inaking any fur¬ 
ther difperlion of our troops, at a time when we might daily an 

enemy in the river,—We cannot be too much upon our guard agamft th s 
government, at this very critical period, for I pcrfedlly know it capable 
of the moft fuperlative bafenefs and treachery- 

AU thefc particulars premlfedand duly conffdered, the plan for our im¬ 
mediate con dudt obvioufly prefenis itfdf. The Prince’s refentment to 
this family is fucb, that I am convinced the firft overture from us would 
be moft readily embraced by him and his Mioifters, that row we Ihall 
have it in our power to make our own terms for the Company i and tJiar 
if wc lofe this opportunity, it is evident to me we Ihall neirer get ano- 
riicr; and that the Company muft ever remain on the moft precarious 
and dangerous footing in this country. 

The terms to be laboured for, which now occur to me, are, The 
Subadary of Bengal, comprizing Siccli-guIIy, or Telliagurry, for the Com¬ 
bat, 2d, T^ir Governor, for the time being, to bear the r.Ue of 

Suba. or Nizam of the provinccF. -3d, Mr. Law and his troops to be 

delivered up to us. - 41^^, No other European power whatever to be 

allowed to hold or maintain a fortification or troops in the province, 
cth. An abfolutc grant, or phirmaund, for the fecurity of cur SaJt-petre 

Lk free from all caveats and difficulties. - 6th. A ratification of cur 

treaties with Suraiad Dowla, and the prefert Suba and full indemnihca- 
tion and acquittaf to the Company, for all our antient phirmaunds, grants, 
and privileges, and foil confirmation of the fame to the Company.-— 
8th, A letter to be obtained from foe Emperor to the King of Great-iiri- 
taio, fetring forth the particulars of all ihefc grants to his fobjetaSi 

On our fide we engage, ift. To make due and regular remittance to 

court of the ftipulated revenues of the province. - ad, To quit ffie 

proiecto of the prcfenc fi^mily in the govcrnmctit. - 3d, To 
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dlencc to orders ilTuIng from the throne j and 4^h* To join the Prince 
with all the troops we can pollibly fpare frotii the defence of the Cotn-* 
pany’s Keffions: but this kft article to be avoided, if praaicable. 

If you, jointly %vith Major Caillaud, think, the foregoing plan can be 
carried into execution, confident with the Company's fafety and advan¬ 
tage, the fame fhall be laid before tlie Board, and proper powers tranfmiltcd 
to you if it meets with their approval. If you judge it impraaicable, fa¬ 
vour me with your I'entirnents, and point out what other probable fchertie 
we can adopt, to extricate the Company's affairs from the difficulties 
obilrudftons they labour under. 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

J. Z. H, 

To the Hon’^* John Zeph. Holwell. 

Sir, Camp at Paanch-ruckee^ 26th June, 1760. 

C IN C E I had the pleafurc to apprize you of Captain Knox's fuccefs 
^ againft Caudim Hofiein Khan, I have croffed the river with the Na¬ 
bob, and have been in full purfuit of the fame enemy for fev'eral days 

part. Encumbered by his treafure, and a great quantity of baggage, he 

was very much impeded in his retreat, and retired lb How from us, that 
yc&erday morning, after a march of hx hours, we found ourfelvca in 

fight of his rear-guard. Advifed of our approach, he had then juft 

ftruck hia camp, wherem he left twelve very fmall pieces of cannon; and 
without feeming to obferve us, continued on his way about three cofs 
further, with our army following him. At the extremity of a large plain, 
bordered by a thick grove, and three or four villages, which covered 
part of his troops, he made a halt, and drew up his cannon. We did 
the fame upon the plain, and a mutual cannonading enfued. Previous to 
this, I had fent repeated mefiages to the Nabob (who remained a confi- 
xlerable dillancc in our rear) immediately to difpatch a body of cavalry, to 
ftop them and keep them in play* and not fuffer fo fair an occallon to he 
irretrievably loft 1 urging, at the fame time, bow impoffible it was for 
men on foot, fatigued with a long march, to attempt to purfue horfe: 
but he continued deaf to my rcmonfirances, and inftcad of fending me 
the leaft afliftaacc, formcdi his troops above a mile in our rear, and there 
waited looking on until the enemy quitted the field. From the com¬ 
mencement of the cannonading until the firing ceafed, it was about four 
hours. Little execution was done on either fide. Two or three times 
they appeared in a large body, coming down upon us ; but on our advanc¬ 
ing, immediately retreated. Wc drove them from the villages, and they 

' abandoned 
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abandoned to us fe^cn more pieces of cannon, and as many camels load^ 
cd with rockctls. During the aftioo,_ which very probably was a feint, 
for that very pnrpofe, they found means to unload all their hackeries of 
their ireafurc, Genanab, and other valuable cffeils, to place them upon 
camels and elephants, with which they went off, and arc now far enough 
out of our reach. All their empty hackeries they alfo left behind them. 
Nothing could induce the Nabob, even after all was over, to fend a body 
of horfe to intercept them in their retreat, which might have been efiedled 
with very little hazard. I marched feven cofs after them this morning, 
but found they had left their camp, and departed in the night. I have 
the honour to be, with equal refpeft and efteem, Sir, 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 

JOHN CAILLAUD. 

To Peter Amtatt, Efq; 

Sir, July I, 1760. 

T N expeftation of bearing more particularly from you, on the Major’s ar- 
A rival with you, 1 deferred hitherto replying to your favour of the i zth j 
but now tender you my bell thanks for that, and another of the J9tfa, 
with its duplicate. 

We may fay, very truly, that we have not gained much by this wild- 
goofc campaign. The Prince and his friends have gained Icfs, except'wc 
tofs them a drubbing or two Into their fcale. Knox is a brave fellow, and I 
dare fay the Major will finifh Cudheim Hollein Khan, as you phrafe it, if 
he docs but ftay, and give him as fair an opportunity. But pray, after all, 
what is to be the end of all thcle marches, counter-marchings, drubbings, 
&c. ? Methinks wc feem fo keen after this royal game, as never once to rc- 
colledl, that the Company inuft ftarve, if we find them no other amule- 
ment; wc will fappofe Cudheim Hoflcin Khan finilhed, and the Prince 
driven out of the country, with all his adherents, until the rains break 
up j when, in all human probability, the fame royal hunt begins again, 
and fo on, ad whilll the Company have nothing but ruin in 

profped. No money, no goods, no credit even with fbat geverarnfat we 
are fopportingj which on the contrary, in place of advancing, in thlsdlf. 
trelTed ftaie of our affairs, ohftrufts and embairalTes us on every occafion, 
in the colledlioo of theTunckas which are our due, and is capable of re¬ 
filling us a perwannah for a year or two’s chinam to finifli our new works. 
And to form to you a compleat idea of Mahomet JaliTicr Aly Khan, he 
is now, at this very juncture, whilft we are riiking our own throats to fave 
his, in fecrct negotiation with the Morattors, to introduce a body of 25 or 
30,000 of them into the pr^ovinces. He has agreed to pay them 12 lack 
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in three months *, a confiderahle fum was near being advanced to them, 
when he was informed I had mtcUlgcncc of it.and then he dropped it. Muf- 
falDode Mahomet Khan was difpatchcd to Cuttack, with two other M£>- 
rattors, to finilli this bulincls, 

I am forry the Major’s feotiments and yours feem to differ from my 
own, Fffpedling the neceflity wc arc under of fupporiing this guvcrnmeiir, 
at all events and in all drcomlknccs. I muft confcl's, my reafon is not 
at all convinced of this obligation. If this tnaft hold until the Compa¬ 
ny's pleafute he known, it can hold on no other terms, than the Nabob's 
makin^^' over tome other parts of ihe country, that will fully reimburfe the 
ex pence of the troops for by Heaven I wc ihall not be able to pay them 
two months longer, lam truly, Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

J. Z. H. 


To Mr. Warren Hastings. 

Sir, For/ Wtlliam, 16th July, iy6o, 

Y our obliging letter of the 12th reached me only this morning, ns 
alfo yours to the Scledt Committee, The fudden death of the young 
Nabob is very ftriking, and mu ft, I think, occaGon commotions in the 
provinces. Had Providence thought proper to have appointed, by the tame 
Hath, Rajah RaagebulJub to attend him to the other world, the country 
would have had a double benefit, Mhiran's troops, returning under his 
command, 1 think will prove bad politics. He has been at the bottom, 
the great caufe of the long dilTcntions between Mhiran and his father j and 
the young Nabob’s trewps, we pretty well know, Jiave neither affedtion 
for the old Nabob, nor can put faith or confidence in him. My reign is 
(hort; (I conceive Mr, VanGtrart will arrive with us in ten days the fartheft) 
however, ftiort as it is, 1 won Id willingly employ the 1 aft hour of it for the 
advantage of the public: (hall therefore tranfmit with this that advice to 
the old Nabob, which appears to me mod eftcntial for hisfervice at this 
jundture, and what will, 1 think, prove moft conducive to the fettling 
the pcice and tranquillity of his country. Copy of my letter to the old 
Nabob I inclofe you s t'J' P^^n, you will obferve, is fhort, and eafiiy to he 
cffcdled, now bis fon is gone—to wit, to throw himfdf into the arms of 
Mhir Cofiim Aly Khan and Roy Doolub j and drfnufs from his Conndls 
thofe two vipers, Aga Salah of Cuttack, and RLijah Bullob, as wcil as 
that infamous inftrument of his cruelties, Chuccon. 

You will fignify to the Nabob, that, on the receipt of vour letter, J paid 
every cuftomary compliment to hxs fon s mem^ory, fuch as minute guns, co- 
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lours of the fort and thips hotfted half malt, 6cc. and have wrote him alio 
a feparate letter of condolarce on this melancholy occafion. 1 am. Sir, 

Your mod obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. H, 

P. 5 * You will obferre, that in my letter to the Nabob, I have as yet 
only mentioned ColTiiii Aly Khan to him. 

Thus far advanced, we think it ^iTentlally proper to lay the whole pro- 
grefs of this revolution before you, even to the minuted circumftance- 

To give governor Vanfittart a full knowledge of the prefent fituatiorv 
of the provinces, and date of the Company's affairs, the correfpondence 
and memorial were preferred to his perufal and confideratbn, together with 
all letters received, as well from the country powers as others. The rc- 
fuU was a declaration from him, that one or other of Mr. Holwell's 
plans mull be purfued, without lofs of time, to favc the Country and 
Company from impending ruin.“—Colonel CaUlaud was immediately 
ordered from Patna to join our councils^—he arrived. Three or four 
d^s produced, from the governor, a long ftatement of the prefent face of 
a ffai rs, and the necefflty of adopting mcafurcs therein propofed, which 
were In a manner literally taken from the correfpondence and memorial, 
and obtamed the fan^lion and concurrence of Colonel Cailbud, and the 
majority not only of the committee, but of the council allb. 

At this period Mr. Holwell received frequent letters from Mhir 
homet Coflim Aly Khan, containing the flrongeff profefiions and ajruranees 
in favor of the Company, if, by our fupport, he was promoted to the 
fucccflion of the Dewannee, and other polls enjoyed by the late Chula 
Nabob, his brother-in-law. Thcfe letters were duly communicated to 
Mr. Vanfittart, to whom he likewife wrote, but with mure referve, ima¬ 
gining Colonel Caillaud had fvvayed him in favor of Rajah Raagebullob, 
though without any real ground for fach rufpicion. Thcfe matters berng 
debated in committee, it was judged eligible to obtain permiffion for Cof- 
fim Aly Khan’s pvjying a vifit to Calcutta ; a circumftance he himfelf had 
intimated, in a letter to the governor and Mr. Holwell j the times gave 
good pretence for it, to wit, adjurting the operations of the next campaign, 
and finally fettling the accounts of the Ttinki's. To gain this point, the 
Governor and Mr. Holwell wrote to the 3 uba, with good tuccefs ■, ColTim 
Aly Khan had permifiton to come to Calcutta, and left the city lome d«ya 
after, and arrived with us about the aoth of September. 
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The ufual ceremonies over* he had a private conference or two wiih the 
Governor; but M\ forming doubts of his being influenced by Colonel 
C^illaud, kept himfdf much on the refcrve ; the Governor cxpoflulatcd 
with him on fo Improper a conduct. To this he replied, that he had the 
flrongefl reafons to conclude the new Colonel was his enemy i and there¬ 
fore defired Mr. Holwell might be deputed to have a conference with him, 
to whom he could open his whole heart with confldeace and freedom; to 
which the Governor gave a ready aflrnt. 

Mr. Hoi we 11 being well apprized that Coja Petrufe (to whom the Com¬ 
pany owed much in the laft revolution, but much more in this) had the 
gre iteft weight with, and influence over Coffim Aly Klian, had fccured 
him on the fide of tlie Company; and at a private interview with him, at 
Mr. Holwell's garden, on the fame day of the conference between the Go¬ 
vernor and Collim Aly Khan, Mr, Hoi well formed a rough plan of the 
terms which muft be infilled on for the Company, in lieu of the protedlioti 
and fupport given to Coflim Aly Khan i which Petrufe engaged he would 
promote, to the utinofl of his power and influence. 

The next morning, the of September, Mr. Holwell communi¬ 
cated his conference with Petrufe, and laid the rough plan before the Go¬ 
vernor and Sclcft Committee, who approved of it, with little variation; 
and the zjrh was appointed for the conference between him and Coflim 
Aly Khan — —They met at feven, and about nine Mr. Holwell received 
a meflage from the Governor, intimating, that the Scleft Committee was 
going to fit, and Would continue fitting until he joined them with the rcfult 
of the conference. 

After the ufual compliments, and many grateful acknowledgments on 
the part of Cofiim Aly Khan, for the many in fiances of frien dihip he had 
received from Mr. Holwell, during his governtnent, the Icene in point 
opened^ when, with very little befitatlon, he difeovered his views were more 
exreniive than had been imagined. He urged the repeated treacherous 
condu& of the Suba and the late young Nabob i;p the Englifli, who had 
been not only their Creators, but their fupport and prefervers j expatiated 
on their cruelties and murders, and the univerfal abhorrence of the people 
againfl the Suba and his houfe ; dwelt much on his perfonal ingratitude to 
himfelf, in two attempts which he bad made on his life, at the inftigatiun 
of the late young Nabobs — exclaimed againfl the fccret negotiation he hid 
carried on with the Shaw Zadda and the Dutch;—communicated the pri¬ 
vate orders he had received from the Suba, when he was Tent down againfl 
the Dutch, to favor them, in coniradiftion to the public ones, tranlmitted 
by the Suba at that time to Mr. Holwell j doling this introdudlon with 
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faying, that the Suba ms incapable of goTernment j that no faith or truft 
could be put in him i and that, if he w^s not taken off, it would never be 
in his power to render the Company thofe fervices which he had fo much 
at heart* 

Mr. Holwcll, who little expcfted a preliminary of this kind, expreffed 
much aftonifliment and abhorrence at the overture—and replied, " That 
■* howfoever little theSubi defervcd confideration, yet that the honor of 
the Company, and the Englifli name, forbid our hearkening to any at- 
tempts againft his life or dignity; that care would be taken, neither he 
“ nor his evil minifters Ihould in future have power either to injure him, 
the Company, or his Country, in the manner be hnd already done ; but 
“ that unlcft he (Coffim Aly Khanj dropped all mention, as well as every 
“ intention and attempt of the mcafurc he had intimated, the conference 
moft end there ” To this he acquiefeed, but with evident diffatisfaaion 
of cmintcoancc j and only added, that as he had no fupportbut tlic Eng- 
lifti, he muft fubmit to their mcafures; but feared Mr. HoUell was not 
fb much his friend as he hoped and expcdlcd. 

This obflrudlhn being removed, bufinefs and much altercation took 
place; none pref nt but Cofljcn Aly Khan, Mr* Holwcll, Coji Petrufir, 
and Coffm Aly Khan's head Moonfhe (or Perfian fecretary) ; and alter 
debate on each article, the following were agreed to, 

I ft, Thai Coffim Aly Khan ftiall be Invefted with the Dewannec, be 
declared Chuta Nabob, and futccllbr in the Suba Chip loMhir Jaffier Aly 
Khan, and enjoy all the polls poffeffed by the late young Nabob. 

ad, That all afls of the government ftsall run under the feal of, and in 

the name of, - Mliir Jaffer Aly Khan; but the executive power flaould 

reft in Coffim Aly Khan j the dignity of the Suba to remain inviolable in 
the perfon of the former, with an allowance of one Lack of Rupees per 
meniem, for the fuppor t of his houlhold, 6cc. espences, 

3d. That Coffim Aly Khan fliall pay and make good the balance of 
the Tunka’s, as lately adjufted with Omid Roy, on the part of Jafficr 
Aly Khan. 

4th, That the Company fhall keep,up a Handing force, for the defence 
of the government and provinces, confifting of 8000 Seapoys, 2000 Eu¬ 
ropean Foot, zooo Country Cavalry, and 500 European Horfe. 

5lh, That 
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jth, That to dnable the Company to k^-ep up the above ftaoding force, 
the countries of Burdomaan, M id n a pore, Chittygang» and half the annual 
produce of the Chinam at Sillet, Hiall be ceded to the Company in per¬ 
petuity. 

The above five articles contain the full tenor and clTcntials of the treaty* 
though not a literal copy of it.—A lixth article, preffed by Mr. Hoi well* 
That Coflim Aly Khan (hould concur with the Engliffi in acknowledging 
the rights of the Shaw Zadda to the throne of Jndoftan, was left dormant, 
and to be adjuUed as future events fhould point out. * 

By one o'clock in the afternoon, Mr, Hoi well attended the Committee, 
with the articles agreed to by CofTim Aly Khan, wlWfch met the unanimous 
approval of the members. At this committee it was moved and requeued 
by the Governor, and backed by the Committee, That Mr, Holwell would 
accompany the Colonel (who was ordered to return to Patna) as far as the 
city, with joint powers from the Committee, to carty the foregoing articles 
into execution amicably, if poiTible, otherwife to force the Suba to a corn- 
pi ia nee. To this purpofe they were to be accompanied by a detachment of 
200 Europeans, 4 pieces of field artillery, and j or 600 Seapoys, under 
the command of Major Yorkc, on pretence of reinforcing the troops at 

This fervice was peremptorily refufed by Mr. Holwell, for the follow¬ 
ing reafons:-Ftrfi, He faw no fufficient ncceffity for it. Secondly 

He was pre-determined to refign the fervice as foon as the treatv was 
figned. Thirdly, He muft have been fecond only in the commiffion with 
the Colonel j a charaaer he could by no means fubmit to, under a een 
ilcman he had fo lately commanded j 3 circumlUnce which would have 
rendered Mr. Holwell of little weight or conrequence at the city—On 
his refiifal, tlie Governor declared he would go up himfelf whh the Colo¬ 
nel, on pretence of paying the firft vifit to the Suba. 

The 26th and 2yth of September palTcd in conferences between the 
Governor and Coffim Aly Khan, in drawing the treaty out fair, and ad 
julln^g meafures touching tlie carrying it into execution. The 27th at 
night, a Committee was held at the Govemor^s houfe, and the treaty’in¬ 
terchangeably figned by the Committee on the one part, and by Mhir 
Mahomet Coffim Aly Khan Bahadr on the other. The 28tb, he made 
an entertainment for the Governor and Council i and the aoth in the 

morning, took his Icnvc, anj departed for the city-The fame mom- 

jng Mr, Holwell touk hjs leave of the Board, and refigned the fervice. 
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Major Yorke, with his detachment, marched a few days after, with 
indrudtions to arrive at the city a day or two after Coliim Aty Khan, 
that he might be near enough fo proteft him, if there HiouM be occa- 
fion. The Governor and the Colonel followed foon after, and arrived 
at the city with the detachment, and took up their quarters at Moradbaag, 
on the oppolite iide of the river to Moorfhadabad.—But here we wiU 
take up the thread of this detail from Mn VanlitTart’s own words, in his 
rctqonllrance to the Board of Calcutta, of which wc luckily have a copy, 
beginning where he leaves off, with the murder of Aly Verrdee Khan's 
family, already Ipoken to,—— 

” Executions of this kind had made the Nabob the dread orthedetefla- 
** tion of all good men ; and he neccfTarily became a prey to people of 
“ mean extradion and abjedt difpofitions, who knowing that a govern- 
ment <b managed could not fland long, fought only to make themfeivcs 
** rich by oppreiSions of all forts upon the country and inhabitants. ' To 
the heavy taxes laid by them on markets, is afenbed the prelent un- 
ufual fcarclty and deamefs of provlfions at the city, tlie capital of a 
** country once edeemed the moft plentiful in the world. The perfons 
** who have had ihc chief fhare in this bad management are, Keenooram, 
*■ Moniloll, and Chccon, all of low birth, and the two firft the menial 
fervants of Jafficr Aly Khan, before he came to the Subahlhlp, Thefe 
managed fo, as to engage him continually in idle or vicious amufe- 
•• ments, keeping him by that means in utter ignorance of his affairs, 
** and in a ibtte of indifference as to their fuccefs. No money came to 
his treafury, at the fame time nothing was paid to his army, infomuch 
that bis troops mutinied, and furrounded his palace in a tumultuous 
*' manner, threatening to lake away hts life j which they certainly would 
** have done, had not his Jon-in-law, the preftnt Coffim Aly Khan, be- 
come anfwcrable, and paid them a very large fum out of his own 
•' treafury. This happened lall June : and if the imminent danger with 
“ which his perfon was threatened on this occafton, awakened him for a 
moment, no fooner was it removed again to a diHance, than he fell 
back into the leth irgy which d fo long poJiefled him j the fitme un- 
worthy miniflers remained flill bin only couritellors, and continued in 
" the management of his affairs to the lafl day of his adtruniflratiun t 
" which he Icr tn fo confuJed and impoverilhed a ftate, that in all hu- 
** man appearau\.r another month could hardly have run through, before 
he would have ! een cut off by his own Seapoys, and the city became 
*• a feene of plu; "-r utid dlforder, the Nabob having made no further 
** provillon for t* payonent of the long ai rears due to his people, after 
** Coffim Aly Kii;in had freed him from his fotmer extremity. This 
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** danger he could not but foreiee, and more than once declared his ap- 
** preheniions yet had not the power to exert the ncceHary means for 
preventing but funk the deeper into dejedton* 

** Behdes this intcftlnc danger to which the government was expofed, 
*' two armies were in the field, and watting only the fair weather to ad- 
«* vance, the Shaw Zadda towards Patna, and the Beerboon Rajahs of 
Bifienpoor, Raingur, and the other countries bordering upon the moun- 
** tains, were ready to tliake oif their dependance, and had ahead/ of- 
fered confidcrable fupplies to the Bcerboon Rajah. The Rajah of 
** Carruckipoor had committed open hoRilhles, and taken pofiellion of 
*' all the country about Bogglepoor, which entirely Hopped the commU' 
nication between the two provinces on that IlJe of the river; in a 
word, the whole country Teemed ripe for an univerfal revolt, thole parts 
” only excepted, whofe natural weaknefs or neighbourhood with the city 
intimidated them from taking up arms. To encounter all thele diffi-* 
** cullies, there was nothing hut troops without pay, from whom thcre- 
“ fore no great efforts could be expeaed : of this a very recent inftance 
occurs in the detachment which was ordered agaioH the Beerboon Ri- 
jah, tliree monihs before the Nabob’s abdication, but never advanced 
** more than three cols from the city; in which fituatton it continued 
upon my arrival there. 

" All who are now in Bengal, and acquainted with the tranfadlons 
“ of the government, will bear witnefs that this is a true dcfcription of 
** fails : and all who arc convinced of the faQs, will certainly agree, that 
“ affairs were at an extremity no longer to be oeglcdled without ma- 
niieft danger of having the provinces ovcr-mn, and the trade entirely 
" ruined. I was refolved therefore to ufc my utmoll endeavours to get 
thefc bad minillers removed ; and judging it might be difficult to pre- 
“ vail on die Nabob to part with his favourites wiihoui fome degree of 
“ violence, I brought with me a detachment of Europeans and Seapoys, 
under pretence of fending them with Colonel Caillaud, to reinforce the 
army at Patna, 

"* 1 arrived, with the Colonel, at Coffimbuzar, the 14th of October, 
" and the next day the Nabob paid us a vifit. The i6th we went to the 
city and returned the vifit: on the i8rh, the Nabob came to Morad- 
“ baag, by appointment, to talk upon bufinefs. In the converfation 
which I had with him, in the two former meetings, I had taken oc- 
“ afion to reprefent to him, in general terms, the bad management of 
** his rainiders, the mifcrics and univerfal difaffc<aion of the country, 
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** and the dfifperate flate of his, as well as the Compeny's affali's. In or* 
** dec to give him a more full end clear view of the evils brought on 
through the weaknefs of his adminiftration, and to point out the mcane 
** for their removal, 1 had prepared three letters, which, after a fl-kort 
and friendly introduflion, J delivered to htra i of wliich tranflations arc 
** hereunto annexed. 

i- 

** The Nabob feerned much affedted by the perufal of the letters, but 
** endeavoured more to put an end to the conference, tJian to prop, 'c a 
** remedy to the evils, I, however, prevailed on him to fend for bis 
" dinner to Muradbaag, and in a manner infifted on his coming to ibmc 
determination for the immediate reform of the government. At length, 
he confefled himfelf, through age and grief for the late bfa of his fon, 
beapabJe of ftraggling alone againft fo many difficulties. He defired 
** he might have time to confult with his friends. I told him, the men 
** with whom he had lately advifed were not his friends, hut his greateJl 
** enemies j that his returning again into the midlf of them, would only 
** be the means of augmenting his difficulties j that he had much better 
** take the affiftance of one from among his relations, on whofc true atiach- 
ment and fidelity he might more fafdy rely. He named five or fix, 
and amongil them Coffim Ally Cawn. I alked him, which of that 
number was moft fit to affill him m his preient exigencies ? He replied, 
** without any hefitation. that Coffim Ally Cawn was die moft proper j 
** ncvcrthclcfs, it was with the utmoft difficulty 1 could prevail on him 
to fend for him, and fo very late that, before Coffim Ally Cawn could 
** arrive, the old Nabob was fo extremely fatigued, and in fuch a ftate of 
« anxiety, that I could not refufe his return home to take his reft, I was 
** convinced indeed, it vras to no purpofc to detain him, for fijch was 
** the jealoufy he difeovered with refpeft to Coffim Ally Cawn, that J faw 
“ he never would confent, without fome fort of force, to give the cthtr 
« the means of reftoring order to bis affairs. An hour or two after the 
« Nabob’s deprture, Coffim Ally Cawn arrived, and feemed to be cx- 
tremcly apprehenfive, that the Nabob, inftead of trufting him with the 
“ management of bis affairs, would endeavour by fome means cr 
“ other to get rid of him, 1 agreed therefore in opinion whh him* that 
” he fhoutd not go to the Nabob's houfe, until mcafures were taken for 
“ his iecurity. We refblved* however, to give the Nabob the tiixt day, 
the igth, to refleft upon the letters before-mentioned, In hopes that 
“ he would propofe fome means of regulation. I heard nothing from him 
“ all day, but found by my intelligence, that he had been in council with 
” his old advifers, Keenooram, Monilot and Chccon, vvhofe advice I 
“ was fore would be contrary to the welfare of the country in general, 
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" and ihflt of the Company in particular. I deiermincd therefore to adt 
jmmedmtely on the Nabob's fears. There could not be a better oppdr- 
“ tunity than that the night of the igtb afforded, tt being the conclufion 
of the Gentoo fcaft, when all the principal people of that Call would 
be pretty well fatigued with their ceremonies. Accordingly I agreed 
with Caillaud, that he fhould ctols the river with the detachment, be- 
tween three and four in tbe morning, and having joined Cofijm Ally 
** Cawn and his people, march to the Nabob's palace, and furrotind it 
*' juft at day-break, being extremely defirous to prevent any diftufbancc 
*' or bloodftied. I wrote a letter to the Nabob, a tranlhdon of which is 
“ annexed, and delivered it to the Colonel, to fend In to him at fuch a time 
** as he Ihould think moft expedient. Mcafures were taken, at the Tamo 
lime, for ftiziiig the perfons of Keenooram, Monilot and Checon, my 
" intention being only to remove thefe three unworthy mmifters, and 
*.* place Coffim Ally Cawn in the full management of all the aifairs, ia 
'* quality of deputy and fucceflbr to the Nabob. The neceiiary prepara- 
** tions being accordingly made with all the care and fecrefy poftible, the 
Colonel embarked with the troops, joined Coffim Ally Cawn, with- 
'• out the Icaft alarm, and marched into the ccinrt«^yard of the palace 
juft at the proper inftant. The gates of the inner court being 
*' Ihut. the Colonel formed his men without, and fent my letter to tlie 
•* Nabob, who was at firft in a great rage, and long threatened he would 
*' make what refiftance he could, and take his fate. The Colonel for- 
bore all hoftilities, and feveral meiTages palled between him and the 
“ Nabob. The affair remained in this doubtful ftatc about two hours, 
** when the Nabob, finding his perfifting was to no purpofe, fent a mef- 
iage to Coftim Ally Cawn, informing him, he was ready to fend him 
“ the feals and all the enfigns of dignity, and to order the Nobut to be 
'* ftrtick up in his name j provided he would agree to take the whole 
“ charge of government upon him, to difeharge all the arrears due to 
“ the troops, to pay the ufual revenues to the King, to favc his life and 
honour, and give him an allowance futficEent for his maintenance. All 
'* ihefe conditions being agreed to, Coffim Ally Cawn was proclaimed 
“ and the old Nabob came out to the Colonel, declaring, that he dc- 
" pended on him for his life. The troops then look pofleflion of all 
** the gates, and notice being fent to me, 1 immediately repaired to the 
palace, and was met by the old Nabob in the gateway. He afked, if 
“ his perfon was fafe, which leemed now to be all his concern. I told 
** him, that npt only his perfon was*fafe, but his government too, if he 
" plcnfcd, cf which it was never intended to deprive him. The Na- 
boh anfwcrcd, that he had no more bufinefs at the city j that he fhould 
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be in contlnjuali danger from ColTim Ally Cawn; and that if be wai 
« permitted to go and live in Calcutta, he fhould be extremely hajipy 
“ and contented. Though I could not help lamenting his fadden fall, 1 
was not forry for this peopolal, as I knew affairs would be much better 
managed without him j and hla retaining a fliare of the authority 
(however fmaU) could not fail to caufe fuch perplexities, as might 
“ prove, in fo critical and dangerous a jundlurc, of the worft confe- 
quences to the adminitration. Coflim Aliy Cawn was accordingly 
feated on the Mufuud, and 1 paid him my congratulations in the ufual 
form. All the Jemmadars and perfons of diflindlion at the city came 
immediately, and made their acknowledgments to the new Suba j and 
“ in the evening every thing was as perfedtiy quiet, as if there had 
been no change. The people in general feemed much pleai^ 
with this revolution, which had this peculiar felicity attending it, 
** that it was brought about without the leall diitucbance in town, or a 
“ drop of blood fpilt. 

** The Nabob did not think hlmfelf fefe even for one night in the 
city. CoiBrn Ally Cawn fupplied him with boats, and permitted him 
" to take away as many of his women as* he dcllred (which he did to 
** the number of about fi-Xty) with a reafonable quantity of jewels, 1 
furnilhed him with a ffrong efcort of Europeans and Seapoys, and in- 
** tended to lodge him at Heraieel, but he would not trutl himfelf there, 
*' and begged he might Qeep in his boats dole to Muradbaug, which he 
“ accordingly did. He continued at Mursidbaug the next day^ and in 
the evening I vLfited him with Colonel Caillaud. He appeared then 
** pretty cafy, and reconciled to the lofs of a power which he owned to 
** be rather a burthen tlian pleafure, and too much for his abilities to 
•* manage fince the death of his fon; and the enjoyment of the reft of 
“ his days in fecurity, under the EngUlh protection. Teemed to be the 
** chief object of his wilhes. 

“ On the morning of the 22d, he fet out for Calcutta, and arrived 
“ there on the 29th. He was met by a deputation from the Council, 
" and treated with every mark of refpeft due to his former dignity." 

And now having compleated our tafk, we think it neceflary to requcfl 
your indulgence for any inaccuracies and imperfections that may appear in 
this hafty performance, begun only the/^f Safur^ajr, and printed the Wed- 
nefday after, under many difficulties, by the attacks againff this revolution 
appearing fo late j which has laid us under the oeceffity of omitting, for 
want of time, many other material vouchers: however, we think we have 
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fully eviDced the indlfpenfuble neceflity which moved your fervante to 
this mealtire i and hope wc have cleared it from the imputation of un- 
faralkled infamy^ and the many other Indecent and unbecoming refleftions 
thrown out by hot-brained rcfentment againft it.—If wc have done that* 
and enabled you to judge, at the enfuing crifis^ with candour and pro¬ 
priety—our labour is not In vain.—If we have not, we are forry we have 
given ourfelves and you this ufelefs trouble.—A few fltort refleitions, 
and we come to a clofe.—Had the heads of fatlier and fbn been taken olF 
at the period of the Dutch conteft, in November 1760, as juflice and ho¬ 
nour called for; (and why it was not done, let the world judge) and that 
opportunity taken of wknowledglng the Shaw Zadda« and receiving the 
Subafhip of Bengal from him for the Company; (or the next opportunity^ 
when urged by Mr, Holwell)—-happy would have been the illue to the 
Company and the nation! happy would it have been for thofe individuals^ 
who, unfortunately mifled, fince died, butchered in your fervice! happy 
would it have been for thofe, who. In miferable times, fucceeded to Colo¬ 
nel Clive and his Council, doomed to Tupport a government that proved u 
- difgracc to our name and arms i and that loo with inadequate refoiirces* 
On the whole, we hope wc fliall not be thought too prefuming, if we ven¬ 
ture to draw one general concTudon for you and ourfelves, to wit— 

Mhtr JuJicr Khaiti and bts Son Mbirartt vfen mare de^rving a baiter 
than a Subajhlp If EtngaL Not that we would be thought, in this, to 
detradl from the Treaty of 1757, to which we give the high merit due 
to it, at that fatal, melancholy period. 

Mottnt FeliXi 

Wait on itfon Surry^ 

zz, 1764. 


J. Z. HOLWELL. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

S INCE clofing the foregoing addrefs, a Pamphlet is come to our hands^ 
bearing the title of «' A Letter to the Honourable the Secret Commit- 
" tee for Aflairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of 
" England trading to the Eafl Indies ” figned by fix Gentlemen of your 
Council of Fort William. * 


, taken the trouble df perufing this piece, wc made fome 

inquiries how the Public came by it ? and learnt thit it was privately com- 
^ piled abroad, and tranfmitied to England to a relation of one of the Gentle¬ 
men who figned it, to be ddivered to the Court of Diredtors here; who ' 
wc are informed, refufed taking any notice of it. as it did not reach 
them by the ufoal and proper channel. If our information in thefc par¬ 
ticulars IS jufi, we cannot help thinking the method taken by thefc Gentle¬ 
men was deficient in equity and generofity ; for, to lodge an accofation 
when the Kcufed have no opportunity of vindicating themfelves,. is un¬ 
precedented. Such we conceive to be the cafe rerpcairvg Mr. Vanfittart • 
and we cannot help applauding the jufiice of your Court of Diredtors" 
tor their candid behaviour In giving no countenance to a proceeding fo irre- 
gular. ^'th regard to the pamphlet itfelf, we cannot think thePubliflier 
of It a friend to the parties concerned; or if he is, he has certainly iudaci 
111 in throwing it out at this Junaure. We flatter ourfcives, this wr- 
lormance wjII not liave weight enough to influence you, when you CLim- 
^rc It wiih the faasand evidences laid before you in the foregoing Ad- 
drefs: but this alfo we fubmit to your impartial judgment—borrowing a 
paragraph iVom the Advertifeincnt prefixed to that Letter, as apt to our 
purpofe, with a little variation. ^ 
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** But though the wlfeft and beft may fometrmes diFcr in points of fo- 
intcrefting a nature, yet it is from Fafts and Arguments fdraipn 
/is/' alone, that the Impartial ought to decide." 
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Mr. H O L W E L L’s 

REFUTATION 

O F A 

L E T T E R 

I 

FROM CERTAIN 

Gentlemen of the Council at Bengal, 

r TO. THE HONOURABLE 

■ ~ ■ -t; ;r^ - 

1 

The SECRET COMMITTEE. 

■ S E R V 1 N G 

As a SUPPLEMENT to his ADDRESS to the 
Proprietors of East-India Stock, 


I 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E following Letter Is publlflicd to enable the Proprietors of India 
Stock to judge of the primary cauie of the prefent commotions in 
‘ Bengal, and of the true motives for depofing JafEcr Aly Cawn. 

The friends of the Gentlemaji who accomplllhed that revolution, have 
handed about an apology for fo catraordinajy a Hep; It cannot then be 

deemed improper to make public the rea&ns on the other fide. 

*- 

m 

If names ought to have any weight in determining queflions of this 
kind, there are two fobjoined to the prefent Letter, ihofe of * Colonel 
Coote and Major Carnac, which have a Title to command the hlghell ve^ 
neration from every lover of his country. Both of theie Officers have 
performed adltons \yhicb might vie with the moH brilliant of antiquity. 

Neverthelefs, it is with equal jullice acknowledged, that after the Ihoke 
was ftrude, fome gentlemen approved of what had been done, who bear 
the fatrell and moll amiable chacadters. 

But though the wlfeA and the beH may fometimes diffier in points of fo 
inCcrefling a nature, yet It is from fads and arguments alone that the im¬ 
partial ought to decide. 

* The £rll of ihefe GendeiDeD, by his able and rpirhed condafi, on the coail of Coro- 
maadel, did honottr to hTmrdf, hts coaarry aod her arms, and fo we will fappofe the other 
woatd have doae. If fortDQe had ever given him an opportunity | which £he certaisly did 
not, u will appear in another place. 
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TO THE HONOURABLE 

The SECRET COMMITTEE 

For Affairs of the Honourable United Company 
of Merchants of Encjland trading to the Eaft- 

O D 

Indies. 

Copy, 

Hosouhable Sirs, 

1 TT T gives us tlie greateft concern to he obliged to addrers you, in the 
I manner we are now under the necedity of doing; but as we hrtve 
^ publicly declared our dldent from the late revolution in the kingdom 
of Bengal, and expreffed our entire difapprobation of the meafures pur- 
fued confetluent thereto ; It is our duty to acquaint you with our regions 
for having differed irt opinion from the gentlemen who were acceffbry to 
that revolution, Icfl ill-minded people Qiould reprefent our oppofition as a 
fadion, inftead of owing its rife, as it really docs, to our ffridt regard to 
what we think conducive to the honour of our country, and the intereflis 
of our employers. Had the whole Board been confultcd, we dare allert, 
this meafure would have been rejefled by the majority; and we humbly 
refer to you, whether the opinion of every member thereof ought not to 
have been taken by the prefident, before he vemured upon fo bold a ffep 
as the fubverdori of a government. 

Refutation. 

1, It is very manifen:, thefe gentlemen could be under no concern 
at all. upon this occalioa; becaufe they knew they were under no 
nicely of addreffmg the Secret Committee in this clandsfitwc man¬ 
ner.; the Board of Calcutta being always open for every remonffrance 
of their fervants; through which channel they are conveyed to their 
honourable employers at home; but thefe gentlemen were fenfible, 
that if this regular and ufnal method had been taken, it could not 
come home without a vlndicatton amiexcd, which would have ren- 
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dered this performance Invalidj and have fruflrated all the expe^ta- 
tions they had from it j imagining fomc llain, from the dirt they 
throw at the revolution of 1760, mu ft ftick when there were none 
at hand to wipe it off. The ill-judged zeal of their friends in giving 
it to the PLiblic, is a ftep was never intended by the Compilers ^ they 
flattered thctnfclves it might poflibly operate in the dark, but if it 
ever faw the light, they knew it was open to detection and confuta¬ 
tion in ah its parts. Here let it he remarked, that MefTrs, Van- 
Jittart, Caillaud, Hoi well, Sumcer, and M'Guire, were not only a 
majoriry of the Committee but of the Council altb. Pray was the 
Council confultcd in the revolution of J 757 ? We fay—No,^—Nor 
had they any right to expeft it i for they could not be capable 
judges,—Nor were there any public objedlons made to this revolution 
at the board, before MefTrs. Amjatt and Ellis took their feats, and 
Major Carnac was returned to the fettkment. 

2, You were informed, lafl; year, of the furpriling revolution in favour 
of Mir Mjhommed ColTim Aly Chan, which would neceflarily be repre- 
feoted in the moft favourable light, by the gentlemen who promoted it. 
But whatever judgment you may have been led to entertain of the meafure, 
fram their account of it, we cannot but think you will judge as ill of it 
as wc do, when you are truly informed of the circumftances with which 
it was attended, the manner in which it was executed, and the fteps that 
have been flnee taken to fupport it; Of thefe we wilt give you as fuccinft 
an account as pofhble. 

Refutation. 

2, The gentlemen who promoted that revolution ftood In no need 
of falfe colouring to recommend it. The whole chain of events, 
which made the meafure (ofdivefting Mhir Jaffler of power to do 
greater ills) indifpenCibly neceflary, were minutely tranfmitted to 
the Court of Direftors: they examined, they faw the neceffity, they 
approved, and fliewed a ncidfut and juft refentmeni to thole who 
rofc in op portion to it. 

3. At a time, when there was not the leaft appearance of a rupture or 
difguft between us and the Nabob JafFier Aly Chan j on the contrary, a 
friendfhip and harmony fubflftcd j Mir Coflim Chan, his fon-in-Uw, 
caine down to Calcuttai on fome pretence or other, to vlfit Mr. Vanfit- 
tart j and having ftaid a fhort time, he returned to Morlhedabad, A 
fiiw days after Mir Coflim's departure, Mr, Vanfittart went up to Morfoe- 
dabad, on the pretence of a villt to the Nabob, Colonel Caillaud, with 
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a. party of two hundred Europeans and fbme Seapoys, altfinded him ; who, 
to remove the furpicion which fuch a force would have ncceflGirily occa¬ 
sioned, it was pretended were going up to Patna, to reinforce the army 
there. When Mr. Vanfittart arrived at Moradbaog, the Nabob paid 
him two viGts, at the laft of which Mr. Vanfittart, without any previous 
notice of his intentions, gave him the three letters, mentioned in coniul- 
tation of the loch of November, 1760; which copies have been tranl- 
mitted you. The abruptnefs with which thefe letters w'cre prel'cnited him, 
one clofc upon the other, and the iinexpc<^d propofals contained in them, 
terriGed the Nabob} and he was entirely at a lots hoW to ai 5 t, but de- 
bred rimi; to confidcr on what was to be done, Mr- Vanfittart, feeing 
his perplexity, llrongly inliffcd on his immediately naming fonie perfon, 
from among his relations, to take charge of the Subafhip: and very par¬ 
ticularly recommended Coflim Aly Chan, who was fent far, and the Na¬ 
bob was deflred to ftay till he came; bill Coffim Aly Chan delayed fo 
long, and the Nabob was in fuch anxiety of ujind, and dclirous to be 
rcleafed from the vifit, being greatly fatigued* tWt Mr- Vanfittart was 
obliged, in order to fave appearances, to fuffer his departure to the palace, 
after having detained him much longer than his inclination. That night 
and the day following pafied in concerting meafures with Coflim Aly 
Chan, how to put in execution the plan before agreed on in Calcutta ; a 
treaty ba’v'mg been jigmd far tbii pto-poftt Stptembert 1Co/* 
Jim Aly Cbati was dswa bert. In conletliieQce of thefe deliberations, our 
troops clandeAinely crofled the river, the next night, under Colonel Cail- 
laud, and being joined by Coffim Aly Chan and his p^^rty, furrounded 
the Nabob’s palace. A letter from Mr. Vanfittart was fent in to the Na¬ 
bob, demanding his immediate compliance with wliat bad been propolcJ 
to him; to which the Nabob rctufned for anfiver, “That fuch nfage 
** was what he never expelled from the EngUfh; that whilft a force was 
at bis gates, he would enter into no terms ; ^itd that it was bis defire 
** our troops might be returned to Meradbaiig ” A meffage was then 
fent, informing the Nabob, dial if he did not dires^tly comply, they fliould 
be obliged to ftorm the palace. Afloni^hed and terrified by this menace, 
he opened the gates, exclaiming* ** That he was betrayed ; that the Eng- 
lifh were guilty of perjury and breach of faith j that he perceived ihdr 
defigns.againfl his government; that he had friends enough to hazard 
** at leatl one battle in his defence; but although no oaths were iacred 
** enough to hind the EngUfh* yet as he had fworn to be their faithful 
** friend, he would never fwerve from his engagement, rather fuffer 
“ death than draw his fword againff them.” So fulpieious was he of 
being fold, that. “ He defired lo know what fom of money Coflim Aly 
“ Chan was to give for the Subafhip, and he would gi'^e half as much 
“ more to he continued; he hoped, however, if itey intended to detUrone 
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“ him, they would not leave him to the mercy of his fon*m-!aw, from 
*' whoin he feared the worft, but rather wifhtd, they would carry him 
** from the city, and give him a place of fafety in Calcutta/' This kft 
reqaeft of the Nabob’s, the effeift of his fear and dcfpair, was immediately 
laid hold of, and condrned in the light of a voluntary refignauan. Ac¬ 
cordingly, our troops took pofleffion of the palace j Mir Coflim Chan was 
railed to the Mufnud ■, and the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, with 
a few of his women and necelTaries, and fent away to Calcutta, in a 
manner wholly unworthy of the high rank he had fo lately held j as is 
alfo the fcanty fubfiftence allowed him here by his fuccenbr. 

Akswer. 

3, With regard to this detail of the revolution, wo refer to Mr. 
Vanllttart’s Memorial, publifhed in a late Addrefe to the Proprietors j 
by a candid comparing one with the otl:cr, you will be capable of 
judging which has the greateft appearance of tnitJi ajid probability, 

4. Thus was Jaffier Aly Chan depofed, in breach of a treaty founded 
upon the moft folemn oihs, and in violatkm of the national faith. A 
Prince of whole fricndfhip and attachment you have had many Hgnal 
proofs j in whofe caufe our arms have, with much honour, been employ¬ 
ed t and by a firm adherence to whom, the Engiiih had acquired, through¬ 
out the whole country, fo univeifal a charadter of fidelity and conllancv, 
that the moft perfedt confidence was placed by the natives in them. 

Answer. 

4, The mifteprefcniations of this paragraph, fee fully confuted in 
the fa id Addrefs. 

j. The advantages to be reaped by the Company, from the revolution, 
were, the grant of the Zamindarries of Burduan, Midnapoor, and Chii- 
tagorg; the payment of the balance due from Nabob Jaffier Aly Chan j 
with a prefent of five lack of rupees from Coffim Aly Chan, totvards 
defraying the expenecs of the war agairrft the French, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. Of chefe, Mr, Vanfittart, on his return to Calcutta ac¬ 
quainted the Board; and, at the fame time, in juftification of his’pro¬ 
ceedings, laid before them a memorial j copies of which were tranfmkrrd 
to you, by the lliips of the laft feafon. .^nimitcen 

Answer, 

5. See the articles of the treaty in the Addrefs. 


6. This 
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6 , This memorial is introduced with a lift of crimes laid to Jaffier Aly 
Chan’s charge j which, to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftern govern¬ 
ments, will appear deferving of the higheft refentment from u civilised 
nation. Yet fuch is the ftate of politics in every AHatic court, that, through 
the apprehenfions of the Sovereign, and the intrigues and artiilces of the 
great men about him, indances of cruelty and oppreflion are but too fre^ 
quent i and even the moft beloved among them are too much to be tax¬ 
ed with committing, or at leaft conniving at, ads of violence j but it 
fhould be confidered, that many of thefe are done by perfons in power, 
without their knowledge i and that, as there are no regular punilhmentg 
for criminals of ftation, and who may be fo powerful that it would be 
dangerous proceeding openly againft them, recourfe is often bad to the 
dagger or poifon to punith the guilty. This was the cafe in moft of the 
inftances allcdged againft Jaffier Aly Chan j none of which ftiew greater 
proofs of cruelty, than that which Codim Aly Chan difeovered when, 
being in poftclTion of the palace, he was defirotiS of making the firft aft 
of his power the affaffination of Jafher Aly Chan therein, and was very 
much difpleafcd, when he found we interiicd to give him proteftion at 
Calcutta. Since bis accedion to the Subadary, we could produce to you 
numbcrlefe indances of his cJitortiGiis and cruelties, but that it wotild run 
us into an exorbitant length i and be feems to have made the more im- 
mediate obj- fts of his ill ufage, thofe who have been the moft avowed 
friends of the Englilh. VVe fhatl onljr particularife Ramnarain, whom 
he difpoffefll'd of the Naboblhip of Patna, in which it was always thought 
found policy in us to fuppoit him, on account of his approved faith ; and 
he now keeps him in irons, till he has been deeced to the utmoft, when 
there is no doubt he will be difpatched, Moft, if not all thofe who 
efpoufed the Englilh Imered, have been laid under the heavieft contribu¬ 
tions, and many have died under the force of torture to exaft money 
from them; others have been cither bafely munhered, or (wiiich U a 
common praftice among Gentoos} unable to furvivc the loCi of honour, 
have made away with themfclves, 

R£FUTAT10?J. 

6 . Suppofe this to be the cafe in moft AGatic dates, which we 
believe may be true j is It not equally true that moft of Mbr Jaf- 
ficr's cruelties were carried into execution from the confidence he 
had in our proteftion ? And (hall we not blulh for this proteftion 
being granted to him fo long ? Surely if we do not, we ou^t j for 
in the trueft fenfe, his cruelties were our own. As to Comm Aly 
Khan's being dclirous of affaftinating Mhir Jaffier, it is a charge we 
much doubt the truth of, aswe never before heard the faft men-. 

I tiotied. 
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tioned, But that Mhir Jafficr made two attempts to muriier Mbit 
Coflim, was a triitli well known* and never even doubted i therefore 
foppoting this charge to he really true* we will not fay revenge and 
refemmttit will julUfy the defire he is laid to exprefs; but forely it 
will bear fome extenuation, when the provocation i$ confidered. 
Touching Rajah Ram Naraln, the addrefs before referred to will 
Ihcw, that Mhir Jaflier had rcfolved to emove that officer from the 
government of Patna, (as a perfon not truft-worthy, nor equal to fo 
great a charge) long before Mhir Coffim had any power or influence 
at the Durbiir, it is very well knovrn that Ram Narain was in treaty 
to deliver the city of Patna to the Shaw Zadda, when CoL Clive's 
extraordinary forced marches prevented him, and faved the city and 
the province. With refpeft to Coffitn Aly Khan’s putting him in 
irons, it is very well known that for fome years he had rendered no ac¬ 
count of the revenues of the provinces of Bahar, on which head 
Mhir Jaffier often complained to Mr. Hoi well, who believes CoU 
Clive received complaints of the fame kind from him, before he left 
India. Thefe gentlemen J^now nothing is more common than to 
put an officer of the revenues in irons, until he delivers in his ac- 
counts i nothing further being meant by it than that he Ihouldnot eCcape 
with his embezzlements. That he was not trull-worthy, nor equal 
to that poll, wiU appear from this very ftriking circumfiance : That 
when Col. Clive was on his departure, he ftrongly recommended 
Mhir Coffim to Mr. HolweU’s protcdlJon, and at the fame time men¬ 
tioning his diftruft of Ram Narain, told Mr. Holwell that Mhir 
Coffim was the man whom he ought to put into the government of 
Patna, The reft of the accufations againft Mhir Coffim in this pa¬ 
ragraph are vague and general, and without one frnglc infrancc of 
proof i confequently unworthy notice, 

7, It is Infinuatcd in the memorial, that the Nabob’s avarice and cruelty 
had made him the deteftation of all good men, and that he was in the 
hands of bad minlfters, under whofe mal-admimftration the country was 
greatly oppreffed; as an inftance whereof, the fcarcUy of grain in the 
city is produced. To thefe minlfters are afcribed the great difficulties the 
Nabob laboured under, for want of money to anfwer the cxpences of the 
government, and to pay the army, rendered mutinous for want of their 
arrears i befidcs which inteftine danger, the provinces were threatened with 
an invafion by the Shahzadah with a powerful army, and feveral of the 
Rajahs and Zamindars, were on the point of revolting, to encounter 
all which there was nothing bat a difaffeacd army. Mr. Vanfittart appeals 
to every by-ftandcr for the truth of thefe fadls, and of the imminent peril 
to which the country was expofed j he declares bis intentions were only 
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to remove the bad minifters, for which parpofe he carried up with him 
the party of Europeans and Seapoys. He proceeds to fet forth the manner 
in which the old Nabob was removed from the government, and Coflim 
Aly Chan raifed. He fays. People in general were pleated with the re- 
volutton j and makes a merit of its being efrefted without the leaf! diftnr- 
bance in the city, or a drop of blood fpilt. He concludes with reprelcnt* 
ing the aiutiety me Nabob exprelTed to get from the city, through fear 
of Coflim Aly Chan j and obferves, that he appeared pretty eafy and re¬ 
conciled to the lofs of his power, which he owned to be rather a burden 
than a pleafurc, and too much for his abilities to manage fince the death 
of his fon: and that the enjoyment of the reft of his days in fecurity, un¬ 
der the Engliih protection, fee me d to be the chief objcA of his wiihes. 

Answer. 

7 - See Mr. Vanlittart’s Memorial, and the proofs in various parts 
of the addrefs in fupport of it. 

8 . It is very natural for any perfon who takes an uncommon ftep, to, 
endeavour to vindicate himfeif by the rnoft fpecious arguments, and the 
uioft plauhble realboing he can devife } and nothing Icfs could be expedt- 
cd from Mr. Vanilitart, after having brought about fo unprecedented a 
revolution. He has told his ftory with all the aggravations the nature of 
it would admit; notwithftanding which, we do not imagine the reafons 
he has given in fupport of fo violent a meafrire will prove fatisfaflory to 
the world. He takes great pains to blacken Mbit Jafficr’s character, in 
order to prejudice men’s minds agalnft him; and lays great ftrefs upon 
the fcarcity of grain in the city i but we apprehend Mr. Vanfittart does 
not judge fo harfhly from that circumftance, after what he himfeif ex¬ 
perience laft year j for notwithftanding all the care, we are not to doubt, 
he has taken, grain was never known fo foarce in Calcutta before* info- 
much that numbers daily perilhedo 

Ajtswer. 

8 . Not worthy any particular notice. 

Want of money was the great difficulty the Nabob laboured under ^ 
but this did not proceed from any fault of his, but from the diftradled 
ftate in which the country had been ever flacc Colonel Clive's departure; 
fo that a very fmall part of the revenues came into his treafury. The 
Burdwan and Nuddea countries were aftigned over to the Company for 
the payment of the Nabob's,debt Midnapoor, the frontier to the fouth- 
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weft, was over-run by the Marattas *; Beerboon, and other ZamindarlcE, 
with the province of Parca, under Ktiddum HolTein Chan, were afieited 
towards the Shahaadah, who bad under contributioD the whole province 
of Bahar, except the city of Patna and a fmall diftridt round it. Cliit- 
ti^genig, the caftern barrier, did litde more than defend Itfeif agalnft the 
inenrfioni of the MuggSj inhabitants of Araean, who ufed every year to 
come into Bengal for plunder. There remained only the Dacca province, 
the dlftriflis round Morfticdabad, the Radfby and Dinagepoor countries, 
to fupply the iminentb expence of the war. And here lay the Nabob’s 
dlftrefs, that with one fourth part, if fo much, of the acenftomed revenues, 
he was obliged to maintain an army greater than any Nabob did before 
him : and the Engllth army was not the kali confiderable part of the 
burthen •, for truftlng moft to them, he paid them Jirll ’ | which prefe¬ 
rence was the caufe of difeontent to the country troops. And though the 
force we had in the field, againft an enemy whom Colonel Ciive had, 
but a very Ihori time before, drove out of the country, far exceeded tbofe 
the Colonel had with him, yet no material advantage was gained over 
them, but the country w’as over-run and ravaged by them, and by fre¬ 
quent marches and counter-marches, our own armies became as deftruc- 
live as thofe of the invaders ^ No wonder then at the perilous condition 
to which Mhir Jaftier was reduced; to extricate him from which, it be¬ 
hoved us to exert our utmoll abilities; tnftead whereof, he was treated 
with the greateft indignity by us, and bafely turned out of his government. 

Answers. 

p. ’ And were obftrudted in the receipts of them by every arti¬ 
fice and finefie in Mitir Jaffier's power. 

‘To wliat was this otving, but Jaffier Khan's irrefolution and pu- 
filbnimity f—See the Addrcft, 

’ How he paid them, fee the Addrefs.— 

^ The foie canfe very well known to tliefe Gentlemen, to wit, 
defcdlton, cowardice and treachery in Mhir Jaffier and his fon, fet 
forth in the Addrefs in three remarkable inftanccs, in any of which, 
a period might have been put to the troubles, as well as diftreffies of 
himfclf, his allies and his country. 

lo. To remove bad Counfellors from a Prince is certainly meritorious j 
but It does not teem to us that any thing was ever defigned agaiafb dw 
Nabob's minifters j on the contrary, that the foie intent was to difplace 
the Nabob himfclf, is pretty evident, by the treaty before-mentioned, 
made in Calcutta Had there been the leaft attempt to corrvince him in 
a friendly manner of any errors in bis admiulftratian, or of the ncceffity 
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of dtfmilTing from his prefence thofe who ill-advifcd him, it is not to he 
douhted that he would have hearkened to reafon. That he was not ob- 
Hinate againft good advice, may be concluded from the extraordinary in¬ 
fluence which Colonel Cdve had over him^ in proof whereof we need 
only call to mind how violently he was jneenfed againft Rajah Ram Nar- 
rain, and Roy Dnliih; yet the Colonel, by gentle methods, without hav¬ 
ing rccoorfe to any other force than that of perfuaGon, pcrfedtly reconciled 
him to the former, and obtained his permiiEon for the latter to refidc at 
Calcutta, and bring thither with him his family and effeits. 

Answer. 

10. ^ Sec the tresty in the Addrefs, by which it will be pretty evi¬ 
dent it never was intended to difplace him, but to diveft liim only 
of power to bring on the htirt ruin of the country—and us his 

allies.— 

11. The people in general, very far from being pleafed \^th the revo¬ 
lution, (as allcdged in the Memorial) were extremely diflitisfied ^nereaL 
Had Coflim Aly Chan been before in efteem among them* or 
any fliare of influence or power, they might perhaps have overlooked 
the circumftance of his rife, and a ftrics of popular affioi^ might in time 
have reconciled them to the ufurpation. But he was defpifed and difliked 
before he came to the Mnfnod, and his behaviour fince has been fo op- 
preffive and tyrannical, that it could not fail confirming the public hatred 

of him. 

Refutation. 

11, This man who is faid to be in no efteem, but defpifed and 
hatedi had a Nabobfliip in the province, was deemed worthy of the 
Suhah's daughter, and by Colonel Clive of the government of Patna j 
and furely wc may* without an^ offence to thefe Gentlemen* fay* 
that Colonel Clive was a fuperior judge in this matter. On the 
whole, we may juftly fay, the infinuations thrown out in this para¬ 
graph arc without foundation, and rcflcfl more diihonour on the 
authors thcmfelves, than on Mhir Co 01 m. 

j2. The little diflurbance at Morfhedabadupon the occafion, proceeded 
from the apprehcnlions all degrees of people were under, from fo laige a 
force being brought into the city in the dead of nighty and Mmrjamer* 
no ways lufpicious of the faith of the Englilh, had taken no precautions 
for his own fccurity. Such is the iuperiority of our arms, and lo great 

the dread of our forces in this country, that had wc gone openly to work, 
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we fliouW have met with little or no difHcoUy j which renders our having 
proceeded by flealth and treachery the more inexculable: and we are truly 
lorry to have occafion to obl'erve, that the means by which this meafure 
was brought about, Itave tlirown an indelible flain upon our oational cha¬ 
racter, aud injured us as much in the opinion of the natives, as it has of 
all the European colonies In this part of the world. 

Answer. 

12. Let Mr, Vanfittart’s Memorial reply to this. 

3 3. It is aflerted in the Memorial that Mhir Jaffier was eafy under the 
lots of his power, which he is faid to have owned to have been rather a 
burden to him : but it is evident, on the contrary, from his declarations 
iince, and his letters to the Company and Colonel Clive, that he was very 
unwilling to part with his government; and that he greatly regrets the 
deprivation of it. He was neceffitated, indeed, to fubmitj and in hopes 
of being redrcHcd fomc time or other by the Company, judging that fuch 
a ftep could never be approved at home, he very wifely chofe, rather than 
truft himfelf witli his fon-in-Iaw, to wait patiently for that redrefs in 
fafety at Calcutta, So far he might appear rcfigncd to his fate j yet this 
can never be conArued as an abdication of his government, though it has 
been induArioully endeavoured to make the world look upon it in that 
light. 

Refutation. ' 

13, What letters Mhir JafRer might fublequently be influenced to 
ivrite, we know not—Mr. Hot well, the day after Mhir Jafficr arrived 
at Calcutta, paid him a vjGt, and bad a private conference of two hours 
with him,——in the conrfe of which “ he often lamented pathetically 
“ the lofs ot Ills fon; that fince he received that Arokc, he found 
himfclf incrtpahle of government, or the things of this world ■ 

“ that the exemplary manner in which God had deprived him of a 
fon and fuccelTor, h i 1 convinceJ him their £ins were greSt, and 
required expiation j that he was refulved to expiate tljcm at the 
Tomb of the Prophet, and begged Mr. Holwetl would interceed 
« with Mr. Vanlitiart for a piITigc to Judda.—At times, he faid his 
“ enemies had injured him in the cpinion of the EnglilB, from 
*' whom he thought he had met witli hard treament.” In fliort, 
the man who was fo lately and juAly the object of dcteflation, was 
now as real an objeft of comm Herat Ion.—Mr, IJolwell applied to 
Mr. Vaofiitart for his paffage to Judda, and in the Arongefl terms 
enforced the propriety of complying with his requeft j forefeeJne, 
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that if he retrained m Bengal, ho would ercr be an objcS for a dif- 
affcdtcd party to wcit with. Mr. ViofittarC gave his aflent i —but 
Jome time after, on a rtprefentation from the Judda Supra-cargccs, 
that complaints from him to the Bafliaw might involve their fliip in 
troubJes, the aflent was unhappily withdrawn. 

14. We hav^e now, Hononrable Sirs, laid before you a true account cf 
the revolation. The projedors perhaps thought the advantages it to 
bring the Company, would be a Arfticient atonement tl r the mcarurc, 
and enfurc them the approbation of their inaliere. It is true the Com¬ 
pany have a confiderabk addition of territory, and do now receive a large 
yearly revenue; but as great, if not greater advantages might have been 
procured by more honourable means: and the prelent tranquil Hate of 
the country, which fecures to the Company, as well as theKabob, the 
full enjoyment of their revenues, is not the cfFcdl of Mhir Coffim Chan's 
Nabobftiip* but of an event which would equally have happened, had 
Jaffier Aly Chan been cotiEinucd on the Mufnud, us can be cafily made 
to appear. 

Answer. 

14. There appears a tnyftcry at the clofe of this paragraph totally 
unintelligible: pollibly we may have it explained by and by.—Wc 
will not attempt it here. 

ij. Soon after Coffim Aly Chan was fixed in the Nabobfhip, ihe 
Company were nominally inveded with the Zamyndaries of Burdwan, 
Midnapoor and Chittagong: and only nominally j for our firll demands 
upon the two former of thefe, for the payment of the nivenues, were 
refufed. 

Refutation. 

15. This paragraph feems to be a flat contradiction of part of 
the 14th—for if the Company *' now receive a Urge yearly reve- 

nue,” it cannot be properly called a nominal inveftiture i befidcs, 
wc know the Company, at the laft difpatch of their fliips from Ben¬ 
gal, bad received for two years revenues from Burdomaan only, 70 
lack, or eight hundred feventy-five thoufand pounds. 

16. So bad an imprcflion of us did the revolution create in the minds 
of the country people, that the Burdw'an Raj-ih, wdio, in Jafiicr Aly 
Chan's time, had often exprefled his earned dcfire that the Company 
might continue to coUe£t the revenues of Ids diflrict, as tiiey had all along 
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done, on account of the Tunckaws, and that they would procure the 
Ziirayndarlt; for thtmfclves from the Nabob j yci after the breach of our 
faith to the old Nabob, concluding uo reliance was to be placed in our 
engagements, he immediately flew off from his former declarations, and 
inhe^ of acqulcfctng under our government, he began to ait in open re¬ 
bellion lie llopped our trade, ralfed a large force, invited the Marattas 
into his country, wiih-held the payment of bts revenues, and acting in 
conjnndtiou with the Bcerboon Rajah, he efpouied the caufe of die Shah. 
Zaddahi with whom he entered Into coirerpondence. 

Answer. 

16. The Burdwan Rajah was yearly fleeced by Mhir Jaflier, there¬ 
fore no wonder he widled to be rather under the jurii'didfioa of the 
Engilfh.*—His rcbcilion was of fhort continuance, being preJently 
reduced, as well as the Beerbocm Rajah, by our troops under the 
command of Major Yorkej—but thefe two Rajahs defeifion pro¬ 
ceeded from a caufc very remote from what it is here aferibed to ^ 
and which thefe Gentlemen feem wholly flrangers to, as we dial I 
make appear prclently. 

1". Several other Zamyndars who had remained quiet whllft Jaffier 
Aly Chan was Nabob, now finding the government overfet, thought 
themfelves at liberty to withdraw their allegiance, and would not acknow¬ 
ledge Mhir CoQim, but joined the Shah Zaddah; whofe party, by thefe 
frequent defeiaions, was ftrengthened with fupplics both of troops ard 
money, and whofe followers were greatly encouraged by h'la having been 
able to maintain his ground, and continue In anr dominions the whole 
preceding campaign, in defiance of the Englifh army, 

Reputatioh. 

17. Here it Is but jufb to apologize for thefe Gentlemeffs igno¬ 

rance in affairs, for MeiTrs. Coote, Ellis and Camack were not in 
Bengal, during the progrefs of thofe events w'hich occafioned the un¬ 
avoidable ncccflity of diveflsng Mhir JafKer of further power;_and 

corning to the board with an unhappy difpofition to oppoie every 
thing that had been done, hccaufc they had no hand b the doing 
them, they bad no methods to pick up materials but from the Bazars 
and public reporters of dctradtbn. As for Meffrs Batfon and Vc- 
relft, they were not of the Committee, and confeqiiently could know- 
no thing of the political fyffem j fo that amongff the fix Gentlemen 
who fign tills letter, one only of them could poflibly know anv 
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thing of the matter j and he htit impcrfeaiy, by being fo far abfeot 
from the center of our Councils. — 

i8 The NaboVs troops were rendered quite mutinous by the newi of 
the revolution. They declared they knew nothir^g of Coffirn Aly Chan., 
and that now they bad left their old mafter, they were wrtb^t hopca 
of being paid arty part of the immenfe arrears due to them ; and nothing 
Icfs than the extraordinary flfTidiiity and influence of Mr. Amyatt, who 
was then chief at Patna, could have prcvcntcil them from proceeding to 

extremities. 

Refutation- 

18 No wonder the troops grew mutinous on the news,—though 
not out of afFcdHon for their old mafter, as is here unjuftly mfinu- 
ated ' for it is very weU known his troops would have taken his head 
loD^ before this, if he had not been proteacd by ours. The truth 
is Mhlr lafficr was in large arrears to them, xvhieh they imagined 
they fJiould lofc by the revolution r but as they were foon fatisfied in 
this point, nil diftorbance fubfided, — 

1Q. In this Ciuatlon were things when Colonel Caitlaud left Patna, and 
Maior Carnac received the command of the army from him. The Major 
faw it was Impoflible for the country to fupport itldf agamft fuch a^com- 
biDation of difficulties, and that if a decidvo blow was not f™" 
the Shah could not fell to have immediate pofteffion of all. He there¬ 
fore determined to bring the Prince to an aftton as Jaecdtly as poflible j and 
after fecuring Patna by a garnlon, to prevent its being pb.ndercd by that 
rabble of troops whofe duty it was to defend it, he on with the 

EnMiih army as faft as he could towards the Prince. He .came up with 
him three days march from the city, the confetiuencc of which brought 
on an attion wherein he gained a campleat vidloi^ * and reduced the 
Shah in a few days after to the neccfllty of putting himJelf under the pro- 
teftion of the Englifb. The Major's fucccis as it put an to the hopes 
of all the rebellious Rajahs and Zamyndats, fo it at once quelled ill com- 
oiolions, and Cftjblifficd the fo long wilhed foe tranqailbty .n thc cou- 
irv ■ and the different provinces were now brought into 
dered in n conaition to pay their refpeftive revenuM; the Nabobs trea- 
fury was enriched, and he was enabled to dilcharge the arrears of his 
army, and to advance the money he had engaged to pay tne Company, 

• Thlj bdjtk was ihs ffloft ren.arkit.ie ef any which Km lately been 
PlaiTjf notexceptfld'j and may even he compared to that nf Alcxindet agun oura* 
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ReFUT/iTION. 


1 g. Tills paragraph feems liig with importance ;— V/q ha^e ieen. 
In many parts ot ibis letter^ unjutl in tin nations thrown out to tlio 
prejudice of the then comnaaiidcr in chief of jour troops, as if all 
had not been done wdiii^h ought, and might have Lc^n done with 
the force he had under his command. We Iiavc already, in the Ad- 
dre^ fo often referred to, pointed out the mifearriages of the cam- 
piiign he commanded, as m trudi owing to the cowardice and treach¬ 
ery of the two Nabobs, when, at three critrcal junitures, a decifive 
Ihuke might have been given ; but you fee it was ticceflbry to de¬ 
preciate and IciTeii one charadter, as introduflory to ti c exaltation of 
another. Let us fee how it will anfwcr the purpofe : Major Carnack 
received the command of the troops from Colonel Caillaud, and 
with great penetration, ** faw it was impuHible for the country to 
fuppOTt itfclf, unlels a decifivc was loon firuch^ He pulhed 
cn the Englifli army towards the Prince, came up with him, 

*' hroUght him to an a^lop, and—obtained a compleai; v'flory.”-_ 

Wc have marched ourfelvcs out of breath, and will paufc a little 

to let you enjoy the vidtory--Though your enjoyment will be 

jhort; for know, that when tlie Shah retreated from Hurdotnaan 
by the way of Beerboon and the hills, hepalfed fomc days with the 
Rajah of the former, and there concerted the operations of the next 
campaign, as follows : The Prince was to march to Bahar, and fet¬ 
tle himfclf if polliblc there, to draw the grcatefl part of the Englifh 
forces tliat way; early In the next feafon the Morattors were to enter 
tile province qF Berigal, and the Rajah of Bordwan and Beerbooii 
were to rile at the lame time, and join the Morattors ^ the Prince 
was to take the field fomething c.irlier, to amulh the Englilh, to 
avoid coming to any pitched adlion with tlicm, and watch his oppor¬ 
tunity of flipping by them, as he did the year before, and by farced 
marches (having only liorle) join his friends in the Burdomaan* the 
rendezvous being fixed at Burdwan the capital :^bul unfortonatelv 

ibr the unhappy Pnnte, the two Rajahs premature motions fruftrated 

tins w dl LhI pUn ; for intelligence arriving at the city of this defec¬ 
tion, the Subah Mbir Coflim, in conjundfion with Major Yorkc and 
the troops under his command, immedkiely took the field, marched 
to Boodgaam the fi on tier of Beer boon, drove a body of the Rakhs 
troops from thence, and took the place. Here the Subah ftayed 
anu detached Miyor \orke to reduce Beeiboon, which was foon ac- 
compldhed. and Nagur me capital takenthe Burdomaan country 
reduced alfo to obedience, and llic Moraitors drove to the fouth- 

ward. 
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ward.—tbcfe (Irokcs were given, almoft as foon as thought 
of, the Prince was amufing our army in Baliar j and juft as he was 
meditating his fudden march tp the fouthward, a fpy who had made 
incredible fpeed (from Major Yorke's camp at Nagur,) reached the 
Prince, and gave him a particular detail of the difafters attending his 
friends in that quarter j he immediately retreated from the neighbour¬ 
hood of ourtrcxjps, and advanced toward- the Sonc, Before his re¬ 
treat he flood a few minutes cannonading, and this vvas the only fem- 
blance of an adlion, that is to vie witli the moft brilliant of anti- 

■* quiiy, and compared with that of Alexander againft Porus. ’- 

So far w^s this from a battle, that it was not even a !li.irmifli; the 
nrmres were not within mufket flrot of each other, nor a mulkct 
firetl on cither fide, nor a Angle man killed or wounded, but about 
eight or nine poor lafcars killed by the blowing np of a tumbril. 
The Prine'e, the night after his retreat, called a council of war of 
his mlnifters and chief officers; and debating on the deplorable flaic 
of bis aflairs, came to a refolutton to treat with the Engliffi, which 
he accordingly did i induced to it chiefly, by the information he had 
received of Mhir Jafficr’s being depofed, to whom he had^ fo fixed a 
hatred, that he fwore by bis Prophet, he would never quit the pur- 
hijt of him whilft he had ftrengih to draw a fword j and in a Phir- 
maund he wrote upon the young NabQb''fi death by lightning—he 
had this remarkable expreflion,—“ that the wickcdncfs of the lather 
** and fon was fo great, God would not ttu ft their punifliment to any 
•* hand but his own," Thus you have feen, that the defeaion of 
the two Rajahs, &c. and the Prince throwing himfelf under our 
protcition, were due to other caufes than of this boafted viiftory 
without a bjttlc j caufts which thefe Gentlemen did not or would 
not know, as they did not make for their purjiofe. It is alfo pom- 
poufly fet forth—** Th^t the Major determined to bring the Prince 
” to an adion as fuon as pofliblc.” If there is any merit in this de* 
terminaiion, it was due to the board of Calcutta, who had ferii prr-' 
empt^ry srders io Ji'gbt bim at all events, 

20, Whatever merit there is then in the prefent tranquillity, is to be 
aferibed to out fuccefs againft the Prince, which, by putting m end to 
the war in the country, reduced it to a ftate of perfect obedience. And 
as all the old Nabob’s difficulties proceeded from his dominions being the 
feat of war, and the default of his revenues on that account, there is not 
the Icaft doubt, had our arms met with the fame fuccefs during his go¬ 
vernment, but that he would have extricated himlclf with cquol eafe. 
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Answer, 

20. That there is no truth in the whole of this paragraph, is 
proTcr) in the lafl remark. 

21, After what has been fet forth, we believe few will imagine that 
Mhir Jafficr was depofed by reafon either of a want of ability to rule, or 
of his bad principles. We would willingly indeed fuppofe, that it pro¬ 
ceeded rather from the want of a true knowledge of the country policy, 
and from an error eif jodgment, than from lucrative views, had not Mr. 
Vanfittart, and others of the projeftors, made no fecret that there ivas a 
prefent promifed them by Coffim Aly Chan of tiventy lack t ’tis true, 
they make a merit that dlls was not to be delivered till the Company's debt 
rvas paid, and his army fatisfied. We have to obferve on this occafion, 
that feveral of us have had offers from the Nabob of very conliderable 
fums to join in his meafures, which we have conftantly made public, as 
. well as refufed j and if we, who have always oppofed thofe mcaftires, 
have been thus tried with pecuniary temptations, what may be concluded 
of thofe Gentlemen who have fupported the Nabob on every occaJton f 

Refutation. 

ai. The malicious infinuations pf this paragraph, are un'mnf^ 
t^ntiemen.-^We al ow this offer (not promilc) vras made, and una- 
uimoufiy rejedled by Mr. Vanfittart, and the Committee.—Mr. Ho!- 
wcil was charged with the delivery of this refufal, in thefe terms— 
** That we were labouring for the peace and fafety of the country 
'** onlyi and could not, in honour, receive the offer; but that when 
the county was fettled, the Company’s debt payed off, and the 
arrears paid to hts troops, if he then bought there was aught due 
“ from him, he was at hberty to gratify bis friends in what manner 
he pleafed,"—This is a fa£i, which we were not athamed ftiould 
have a place on the Committee proceedings.—As to the offers made, 
and refufal of thefe Gentlemco, we have their ipfe dixit only s and 
we may chufe whether we will believe it, 

2 z. If the Nabob has purchafed the power he is Invefied with it is to 

^ mofl of it, by extorting money 

from ms fubjefls, and oppreffing every province as much as he can ■ and 
as the fate of Jafficr Aly Chan muff have convinced him how little we re- 

neceflity endeavour to efta- 
Wilh ^mfdf on a foundation lefs precarious than the friendfhip of the 
iinglj^. That he already begins to do fo, is evident from his flill increat- 
ing the number of hzs troops (notwithaanding the prefent tranquillity) 

and 


I 


[ eg } 

and to render them the more formidable, he is arming and difciplinmg as 
many Scapoys as he can procure* in the European manner : and to fecure 
himfelf as much as poflible from uf, clleeraing his capital Morfiiedabad 
(the fccne of his prcdcceflbr’s fall) too near our Icitlements, he is about 
crefting a large fort at Rajabmaul* which he propofes to make his place 
of rcfidcnccj where he hopes to be out of our reach* 

Refutation, 

22. This paragraph firfl: begs the queftion, and proceeds to draw 
conclufions not warranted by.it.—Is it to be wondered at, that he 
Ihould think of fccuring himfelf, when he faw a formed oppofition 
in our Committee and Council, from the beginning of his govern¬ 
ment, which hourly (hewed a difpofiiion to affront and infult him, 
contrary to the repeated remonftranecs of Mr, Vanfiitart* for ob- 
ferving more temperate and pacific meafures ? — ^Is it not a known 
truth* that at the tables of the leaders in this oppofition, the very 
boys ill your fcrvicc were taught to huzza, Jafficr Aly Khan for 
** ever •" and did not Amyatt publicly declare* ** that the moment 
“ the breath was out of Mr. Vanfittart’s body (who then lay dan- 
“ geroufly ill) he would proclaim Mhir Jafficr Could thcfc 
things be notorious* — and Mhir Coffim not be alarmed for his fafety f 

23, When any Member of the Board fuggefls, that the Nabob’s heha- 
vioUt argues a fufpicion of us, for that if he really confided in, and Cn- 
cercly regarded us, he would not put himfelf to the unneceiTary cxpence 
of keeping fo large an army In pay, nor treat fo ill thofe who are avow¬ 
edly our friends; it is replied, " That the Nabob is mafler of his coon- 
** try i and being independent of us* is at liberty to rule and aft as he 

pleafes/’ But furcly Coffira Aly Chan cannot ha more fo than his pre- 
decefibr was: and if it be true that the Nabob of Bengal is independent of 
the Englifli, and maftcr ‘of his own aftions, how can the GtniJemcn jufti- 
fy their proceedings againft Mhir Jafficr, whom they called to fo fevere an 
account for the admimfiradon of his own government* as to depofe him, 
tho' he had not been guilty of any offence to our nation, nor ever deviated 
from his treaty ? 

Answek. 

23. Not worthy notice. See it confuted in aliundred places of 
the faid Addrefs. 

24. Inflead of checking the overgrowing power of the prefent Nabob* 
it is daily promoted j and he has even the abfolutc command of our army 

M at 
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at Patnaj tlie Chief there having dlfe( 9 Jon& to let him have what nomber 
of oar troops be jjlMfesto demand, without being allowed to judge of the 
nature of the fervice for which they are demanded. This you will oh- 
ferve, Honourable Sirs, in the infWuilions given to Mr, Ellis, dated the 
a 2d September lafl, and in the conlultation o£ the fame day, where fomc 
of our opinions on that procedure are entered. We cannot help expreffioff- 
bow much we fear that an ill ufe will be made by him of this power ov« 
our forces, and that they will fooner or later be employed for fuch pur- 
poles as will render us more odious to the whole country, bring greater 
diferedit upon our arms, and reflect farther difhonour upon our nation. 

Answer. 

24. If the aflertions arc true that arc fet forth in this paragraph 
we will not attempt to juftify what the Gentlemen here complain 
ofi but if Mr, Vanjittart had/ten this accufatbn, we muft fuptKjfc 
he had it in bis power to give fufficient realbns for the meafure 


25, No (with (landing this ssealous attachment to Coffim Aly Chan, there 
can be no rcafon to hope he will aft the part of a faithful ally towards us 
What depcndance can be had on a perfon who fo readily entered into the 
fcheme of depoGng not only his lawful mafter, but his patron, under whofc 
immediate care he was brought up ? who (hewed fo much difloyalty to his 
’ natural Sovereign •, the King of lodoftan, as to evade even acknowled^ir^ir 
him, till he was in a manner obliged to it by our repeated defires j\nd 
who betray# a coniLnual diftruft of thofc who have appeared any wav at¬ 
tached to us f J / ■ 

Rbfdtation, 

2j. The InfiouatitMi, infetenee and charge again ft Mhir Cb/fim 
in this paragraph, are equally extraordinary. Surely they here forget 
the man whofc caufe they have all along been defending, or they 
would never have laid themfclves open in ib palpable a biot. Prav^ 
gentlemen, did not Mhir Jafficr betray his matter in the treaty 
1757, and at the batik of Plaftey j not only his Uwfol maftcr ^but 
the grandfon of his patron, who had raifed him from obfeuritv (n th,. 
hrftpofts in the Subafiiip? Did he not alib draw his fword againft 
his fbvereign, and infamoufly project the aflaffinatbg him ? * 


• Formeily the Shaw Zadds who by ^jor C;™c f, Sn that battle 

near Pitna, u related abetc. and who, on the death of hi* father, became Kiriff of i i ^ 
flan, and conrcqncnUy Sovereign of Bengal, which is one of the provinces of hia 


+. The Shaw VCadda nerer was defeated b? Major Carnac n™- r 

batde between them, or any bank >t all, as 4ted above. 
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26. The Nabob’s undutiful behaviour to the King, proceeded in 
meafurc from his jealoufy of the regard we profelTcd for him, and hts 
fears that wc ftjould reduce his authority, by fubjeAng the Subafliip to 
its primitive dependency on the Mogul, and obhging hjm to pay Uic 
royal revenues. He therefore fetevery engine to work to create a rupture 
between us; he endeavoured to make the King uneafy, and to infhl no¬ 
tions into him of his being in danger from us, in order m of 

the country. He excited a mutiny in the Kings camp, which, had it not 
been for the timely afliftance fent by Major Carnac, might have proved 
fatal to his Majcf^. He repeatedly urged Mr. Vanfittart to difmifs him ; 
and farced letters to himfclf and the Prefident, as from the Kinfc com- 
plaining of being forcibly detained by the Major, and cxorefTing his an- 
Jriety by not being allowed to leave the country. That foeie letters were 
forged, his Maicfty hath folemnly declared, by an atteftation under hts 
own hand ; andtcftified his abhorrence of fo infamous a proceedmg. The 
Nabob, however, at laft, fo far prevailed, by corrupt^ and mtrigujng 
with fome of the courtiers, as to bring about what he h^ fo much at 
heart, the King’s being fent away without receiving anafliftanw from 
us, or being paid any part of the revenues of this SulMfoip. This rebel- 
Ylous behaviour of the Nabob juftly incenfed the Kmg, who declared 
that he would not fuller him to contiaue in his Suhalhip, whenever he 
had power fufficient to prevent it. 


Refutation. 

a6 That the Nabob Chould be anxious to get the King out of the 
provinces as foon as pofliblc, we can account for, and juflly vindi¬ 
cate from caufes very obvious. But how this laboured paragraph 
will*agree with the violent behaviour of Major Carnac, upon his 
imagiidng there was /» grr^t andfujpickus betwem tbe 

Ki^ nnd the NM, you foall judge from the following recital. 
When the King was on his vifit of leave at the Suba's tent, ivbere a 
grand entertainment was made for him, fome little time before his 
departure, he withdrew with the Suba into the inner tent, where they 
held a private conference, and, as afterwards appe^cd. wrete^intcr- 
changeably in each other's Koran; which, by the V. is the ftrong- 
cll and moftfolemn engagement of amity and fnendOupm the w^!d 
amongft Muflelmen. The Major, on their comtag out. exprefled 
in moft loud and vehement terms his diflatisfaSton at this private con¬ 
ference, and ordered the interpreter to teU the King his high difp^ica- 
fure; infomuch that the Suba thought neceffary to check his paflion, 
and defired him to recolleft he was fpcaking to the King: To which 

M 2 be 


[ 92 ] 

he replied, that when he was offended. Kings and Names 

WERE TO HIM THE SAME, 

27. Hls Majefty, before his departure, gave the mofV unquefllonable 
proof of his hatred to Coffim Aly Chan, and of his eftcem for tlic Eng- 
liQi, by the voluntary offer he made them of the De wanoy of Bengal. This 
pod is the colleflion of the revenues of all the provinces fubic^ to the 
Nabob, which are to be accounted for with the court of Delhy, It dif¬ 
fers from the Subadaree ^ the latter being the command of the troops, and 
the charge of the jurisdiction in the provinces, the expences whereof are 
paid out of the revenues by the Dewan. It was formerly a feparate of¬ 
fice but the Nabobs of Bengal, taking advantage of ihc late commotions 
in the empire, have affumed it to themfelves. From the nature of the 
office, it is evident that the King, diftrufting the Nabob, intended that 
we fhouldbeacheck upon him, and be anfwerablc for the revenues no 
amount of which he could get from Coffim Aly Chan, who detfined 
them for his own ufe. This appointment would have brought the Com¬ 
pany about fifteen lacks yearly, exclufive of the lands of Burdwan, Mid- 
napoor, and Chittagong, which his Majefty alfo offered to confirm to 
them i and tocftablifli their intcreft and influence, not only in thefe pro¬ 
vinces, but as far as the city of Delhy itfelf, 10 which place our commerce 
might then, with the utmoft fafecy, have been extended. 

Answer, 

2^. Touching the firff part of this paragraph, wc refer to our 
laft remark. With regard to the oflfer of the Dewaticc, the ob- 
jeftions againft receiving it were flrong and unanfwerable, unlefs we 
could have been inverted with the Subadaary likewife. 

2S. It is hard to conceive why fo honourable and advantageous an offer 
fliould berejeaed ; it is alledged it would be the fource of continual dif- 
putes between us and the Nabob, and occafion too great a diminutioh of his 
power i but furely this confideration, admitting it to be true, ought not to 
Band in competition with the honour and interefts of the Company which 
would be greatly promoted by fuch an appointment j what renders this 
refufal the more extraordinary is, that it is well known application was 
made to the King, foon after Mr, Vanfvttm’s arrival, in Jafiier Aly Chan's 
time, for the funads or grants of the province of Bengal, which were ac¬ 
tually drawn out to be feni to us; but the revolution, in favour of Coflim 

Aly Chan, taking place in the interim, au entire flop was put to the ne- 
goitation. 
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• Answer. 

28. The fiiit part of this paragraph is fpoken to above. Concern¬ 
ing the la(L part, we can only fay, rto grant of that kind was lolidtcd 
for, w hi I ft Mr. Bolwell had a feat at the Board of Calcutta, though 
it certainly would have been pufbed for, and doubtlefs obtained, if 
his retnonftranees on that head had been hearkened to. 

29. The htaboh was fo inveterate againft all .thofe natives who were 
known to be in our intereft, that he ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevail 
on Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, to confent to his proceeding to the 
moft unjuftifiablc fcverlties againft them, particularly againft Rajah Ram- 
narain, having oftered the Colonel five lack of rupees, provided he would 
concur in the deftrudBon of that unhappy man, who has fince been given 
up to him by the Board- The Colonel's refufal of this money, we are 
well convinced, was the motive of his (the Nabob’s) unjuft fufpiclon and 
refentment againft him, which appears not only by the Colonel’s letters on 
the face of the proceedings of the Board, but alfo by CofUm Aly Chan's 
own declaration to him, that he could not be bis friend unleis be received 
his prefenc. 

Refutation- 

29- Not one fingle or particular jnftance of thefe Inveteracies 
again ft the natives in our intereft, but that of Ram Narain* already 
exploded. 

30. The fame fpirlt of reftntment, which adluated the Nabob againft 
Colonel Coote, was equally ftrong againft Major Carnac, whom he alfo 
endeavoured to buy over to ferve his ends, but in vain. The Nabob law, 
with a jealous eye, the many dlftinguiftiing marks of favour the King 
conferred on him, and would fain have made a breach between them, 
which not being able to effedt, he wrote feveral letters of complaint againft 
him to the Pre&cnt, who from prejudice was too much inclined to believe 
them, and fought all opportunities of blaming his conduQ at the Board, 
and of putting the worft conftrufbon upon all his endeavours tor the public 
fervice, of which many inftances could be produced. 

Answer. 

30. Thefe large offers and confcientioui refufals fpeak an exalted 
integrity; they are poffibly true too, at leaft for ought we know: 
hut we think it would have been better if fo much had not been faid 
about it; for though wc may have implicit faith in thefe aftertions, 
the wicked world may not. 

» 31, A 
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3T. A flagrant mmftice was done Mabr Cam if b n^iTrr,^ 
r«dcr the co^imRd adequite to hit rook, and where he mifht hTvXeo 

^erwS goTogTwn « •»= C;. 

32. A very figtial infuk offered hy Coffitn AIv Chan to rh^ Pn^rn 
nation, was the intercepting, by his order, a letter which Major ami? 
when eommartdiog the army, had wrote to the King, wtoZ N^h 
opeited and feot to the Prefideot. This letter, with^others from th^ wf 
-bob. .was minuted in coduJtatjon of the rth of Auruff * 

.finuated .0 eontaio prorf of a plot, eonceS b^we^„ln“tl™e?V^^ 
-jor. Raoinaratn and Shitabray, to create a fre/h mimf f' mr ** 
were taken to find out myft/r ous meanings 7^^ 

thrown out mprepoffeftL BOard^^^^^ 

on lbot,j however, after the clofeft fciutinv into the Zr^l . j 
ftndeft ezamination of Shiiabrav, who was cabled He.,. 'n’”'* 

=£SoS? iSiSSffiSi 

fcrioufly promoted the enquiry could ever have believed it. ^ ^ ^ 

Mon of fome fort in Sbuja Doilah's country npon^die C^gM , wh’ieh’ 

^jor t^n was nught be of the moft fatal confcqucnce was alfo^a 

:5?£iS-"" -=".fi?:i£ 


WliKi 


wdi fnfpcnd theiMudgmen^but if they caSnol flay riMg"*™ 

of this performance, we '^p^e.ty tffl "P"*’ 

M it far f„„ tr^n/miiud iitbtr. ^ ^ “ 

34. You will now. Hon^* Sirs, be able to comoare thm rmC. • * l t 

preceding government. So momentous a ftep as^fubvettm] "he’f^i^r 

' —— ^ ^ 
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one^ we cc>t>celve, ought not to have been undertaken till after the^ mofl 
mature deliberation, and from a thorough knowledge of tbe country, its 
cxinnei^ionfi and interefts. But this was far from being the cafe. Mr. 
Vanhttart had'only faeon three months in Bengal, and in fo fhort a fpace 
of time can liardly be fuppofed to have acquired Ib perfeft a knowledge of 
matters as to be able to determine, that it was ablblately neceffary to an¬ 
nul a tieaty which had been ratified. In the mofl: folemn manner, by Ad¬ 
miral Watfon, and Colonel Clive, together with a regularly -authorized 
Committee, guarantied by the credit of the Company, and. the ho— 
notir of the nation. 

Refutation, 

34. The credit of ihc Company, and honour of the nation, would' 
have been funk, the one to ruin, and the othtr to pi offituhon, if pro¬ 
tection had been longer granted to that monfter of iniquity, MJbir 
Jafher. See the Addreff. 

The gentle men, who were the promoters of this revolution, have 
coincided remarkably in each others opiniao during the tad year's confuU 
tations ; in return, the PrcGdent ha not failed to fhew them partiality, of 
which we will give you a remarkable' infiance : no£withn:anding,-in. your' 
letter to this-prcfidency, dated 21 Jan. 1761, you were plcafed, in the 
moll pofitive terms, to order the difmidion of Meffieurs Sumner, Playdcll 
and Mac Guirc} yet, on the loth of Aoguft, when, in confequence of 
Mr. Mac Guirc’s difmiffion, Mr. Ellis was appointed chief at Patna, Mr; 
Vanfittart propofed in Council, that Mr. Mac Guke fhoutd remain in the 
chicf-ftiip till Mr. Ellis's arrival, which could not bi effctlcd in lefs than 
two months. The quefiion was abiblutely put to the Board, but carried 
in the negative ^ the other gentlemen not chufing to be guilty of fo glar¬ 
ing a deviation from their mailers orders: and at Mr. Vanfniart's delire, 
tins propofd of his own was not entered on the lace of that ccNtfultation. 
Here it will be neceffary alfo to obferve, that Mr, HolwelJ, after the 
Hon*’’* Company had fiiewn him lb plain a mark of their dirptcafure, as 
to remove him from the Chair to feventh In council, at fi/ft wavered* 
whether to continue iu the fervicc or not, till {as he declared) he had a 
private conference with Mr. Vanfittart ^ after which he remained in both 
council and fdc^ committee till the very day on which Mr. Vanfittart 
took Ic'ave of the Board, to proceed to Modhedabad, In order to execute 
the plan, which had been formed ^ and then Mr. Holwell refigned. 

Answer. 

35.»'Why it was titctffary to briug Mr, Holwell ii» upon this oc- 
cafion mt^ not be quite clean We wUl therefore elucidate this paf- 


fage^lt Vfras not enough that Mr. Holwell was i(iclu(]ed in the 
many dirty Inlinuations thrown out in diderent parts of this elabo¬ 
rate work, againfl the prcJcSlorf tbh re^oduthn^ &c. but it was 
thought necejjary that be ibould be particularly pointed at* with fome 
invidious mark of their malice; though they had not art enough 
among them to make it at all poignant. — IVlr. Holwell thanks them 
for affording him this Jirfl favourable occahon of acknowleging all 
they lay (of him) in this paragraph h mofiJlri^ly irue* 

Mr. Holwell confelies, that, Simulated by refentment at tire in¬ 
gratitude of his employers, he relblved Co quit the fervice immediate^- 
Jy, on Mr. Vanlittarfs arrival — ^but prellcd by him and the committee 
to alter his refolves for Ibme time at leaff“he wavered — and loon 
after feeing an appearance of Tome falutary turn to the Company’s 
affairs, he determined to remain, and give his helping hand to it.— 
This was accompUlhed — and then Mr. Holwell relign'd. 

36. The Armenian minifters of the revolution, Cojah Petruce and 
Kojah Gregory, are in the highell degree of favour with the Nabob and 
his adherents; the former refides in Calcutta, retained by Coftim Aly 
Chan, a known fpy upon every CTanfaflion of the EngliOi, of which he 
never fmls to give his mafler the moft regular intclligeuce, as was too 
apparent to both Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, when they were at 
Patna. The latter of thele Armenians has polls of the greateft trull 
near the Nabob's perfon ; and through the means of thefc men, the Ar¬ 
menians in general arc fetdng up an independant footing in the country, 
arc carrying on a trade greatly detrimental to our invcllments in all parts, 
and commit daily aSs of violence, which rcAedl no fmall odium on the 
EngJilh, who arc fuppofed to encourage their proceedings. 

Remark. 

36. This paragraph requires no anfwcr from us. 

37. It is this fyflem of adminiffratlon which we have conftamly op- 
pofed, as thinking your affairs could not polTibly profper under it. And 
you will now be able to account for many differences at the Board, which 
will appear through the courfc of our confultations, and which will doubt- 
Icfs furprife you till the real caufe is known. As we have hitherto denied 
our allents to meafures, becaufe we deemed them contrary to your io- 
tcrclls, though the adopting them would have turned out greatly to our 
private emoluments; fo you may reff alpired it lhall ever continue an in¬ 
variable maxim with us, to make your houour and advantage the foie ob- 
jedl of our attention. 
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Remark, 
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Rbmafki, 
37. Nor this. 


■jB You have been acquainted. Honourable Sirs, that the King has 
applied for your afliftance. to fetlle him on the throne, and to lenovct 
forfi pans of hU territories as are ftili in the hands of rebels. It is oor 
opinion, that we have troops enough to form an army for the enterpnz^ j 
and as we have no European enemy to fear the forces rcquifite for this 
fcrvke can vrithout danger be fpared. The Nabobs large army, which 
U now a burden upon the provinces, and only kept up to fcrcen him from 
the King's power, and through his jealoufy of us, would afford a confi’ 
dcrable addition, and at the fame time eafe the country of an imnienle 
expence. Shuiah Dowlat, one of the moft powerful men of the empire, 
would join with his forces s befidcs many other conriderahlc powers, 
friends to the King, from different parts, would ftock to the royal ffand- 
ard. fliould we ever take the field ; and our army mofl probably (as ibe 
KinE himfelf has frequently declared) would march to the gates of Ddhy 
without oppofilion. We moft humbly fuhmit to you, whether lo glori¬ 
ous an opportunity of aggrandizing the Company m Indoftan fhould not 
be embraced i and leave it to yourfdves to judge of the repotauon and 
advantages which would refult to them, if through the means of the 
Britifh arms, his Maiefty fhould be eftablilhcd on his throne. For wan 
of our aid, he is now aiSually at a ftmid, and unable to ptofecutc his 

journey to his capital. 


But Ihould you be unwilling to extend your connections further up the 
country, and inftcad of accepting the Dewanny of Bengal, choofc to con¬ 
fine your views to your new acquifidons, and to the trade of Bengal alone, 
we bee leave to offer it as our opinion, that we ought to maintain an in- 
tcreft in the country, independent of the Nabob, by fupporiing in power 
fuch men as have proved themfeWea our friends: This will ierve as a 
balance againft him. fhould he entertain evil defigns againft us. 


Answer. 

38. This has been already fpoken to, in a detached Piece, by ano¬ 
ther hand, intided, A Supplement, &c. 

to. We have now given you a fair relation of things, and, confekus 
of the goodnels of our intentions, we cannot but flatter ourielv^, we thall 
meet with your approbation in the part we have taken. We ihall there¬ 
fore conclude with the afliirance? that our endeavours Ihall never be want- 
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ing to promote the honour and interefts of our Emolovers their 
bcing the objeft of our moft fervent wilhes. 

We are, with the greateft refpedt. 

Honoured Sira, 

Your moft faithful 

And dutiful Servants, 


Fort Will iam, 
nth Much, 1763, 


(Sig^d) 


Eyre Coote* 
P. Amyatt. 
John Carnac. 
W. Ellis. 

S. Batson. 

H. Verelst, 


Answer, 

39. We Will clofc our remarks with one Reflcftion anljt if u 
matters and things here fet forth were a rr ^ 

faK.-'fcdg. Of thrir =m[rfo,«r whJ i ‘'"= 

from them f And why^hoi the whole of it fo mnrf. IS"® 
of/teereeee, framed e Lri. J W^rance 


J. z. HOLWELL. 


IMPORTANT FACTS 

regarding the 

Ea3T-India Company’s Affairs in Bengal, 
From the Year 1752 to 1760. 

This TREATISE contains 

An cxa€t State of tbc-C OM PANY's Revenues in that Settlementi 

WITH 

COPIES of feveral very interefting LETTERS: 

shewing P ARTl CH L AR L TT, 

The &»/« which drew on the Prehoency of BENGAL 
the dreadfiil Catastrophe of the Year 1755 } 

AND 

VMoamg Ctatafter of Mr. H O L W E L L ftom many fcmdd™, 
Afpcrfions unjoftly thrown out againft him, in an anonymous Pamphlec^ 
publUhed March 6 th, 1764. intided. 

It reflections 

O N T H E 

Preient State of our East-India Affairs, 
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T O 

The Proprietors of East-India Stock, 

A N P 

The PUBLIC. 

T H E anonymous Pamphlet, puhliflied Tue^ay the 6th of March 
,764, under the title of » R^JUmons on the prefcnt State of our 
«• Eaft-lodia Affairs, " being plainly calculated to anfwcr the pur- 
pofe of a day only j it fhould fccm hardly woi^y yoos noUcc: nor in¬ 
deed fhould it have thought it worth ours, did it not afford “s a favou^ 
able opportunity of laying open fome material faiks, which we 
cUim your attention, and will dcferve your thanks. 

The title-page of this Pamphlet fays it ia wrote « By a long 

readenl in India j" but furcly no Gentleman could fall fo 

that charaacr, as this anonymous author does, in low per^^^ab^c and 
fcurrility i though the obvious venom of the hwt that dilates through 
the whole, will defend againft its influence and intended imprcffions,— 
We rather think, from the mixed flyle, that this produaion is the joint 
efforts of iwo /mall geniu/et i the flw, pert, coxcomicd, wit and 

metaphor i the of meagre, duiky afp^,with pom¬ 

pous diaion ! founding epithets! tong-wmded, metaphorical Jombaft I and 

tedious declamations!-From die hthetts complexion of this bbake- 

fpear’s CafOus, what can flow, hut envy, rancour, and ? 

Whether theicclubbed their geniufes, or t^nsfufed caob to other 
his fpicit for this paltry talk, is not very roatenal 5— none but or 
fueb-like, could furcly be capable of Jucb a performance. 

Whatever may have been the Authors iutention by the exordium, la¬ 
boured progrefs, and concloiion of this anonymous Pamphlet, the whole 
of this unconnedted piece feems huddled together, more particularly to 
introduce the perfonal attack in the centre i again ft this attack we ihall 
clviefly out batteries^—ptcvioQily dciuulifbing fonic of thtir iciittcirtd 

out-works, (unfupported by each other) as they fall in our way, and in¬ 
tercept our march. 
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The falfe fcanilalooa lights which Anonymous throws on the mo¬ 
tives that induced Col. Clive’s fuccelTor to form feme change in the polt- 
t cal date st Bengal, arc fo fully confuted in that Gentleman’s Addrefs 
to you, that nothing more is wanted here, to enforce cotividlion to honed 
impartiality. The partial and malicious are not to be convinced by fads 
or argument; indeed it makes not for their prcfcnt purpofc to own it 
though they are: To thefe we do not write, Thefe are hardy enough 
to charge this^ Gentleman (page 37) with forming a fcheme to depofe 
Mhlr Jafficr, in favour of Mhir Codim, “ almoft as foorx as he came to 
“ power j'* though he has proved, beyond contradidion, that he fup, 
ported Mhir Jafficr with fpirit and pcrfeverance, as long as there was a 
remaining poffibility of doing it, almoft to the ruin of your affairs; fo 
tenacious was he of the treaty fubfilling between the Englifh and Mhir 
Jaffirr, even though ht had violated every article of it, in effetf!;, by the 
Cngle ftep of bringing the Dutch troops into his dominions. This Gentle¬ 
man has aUb undeniably proved, that his views for the Company’s benefit 
emended much higher than the fyftem of Nti 6 oi> changing,’ which, he 
faw, could produce no folid and la fling advantage, either to the Com¬ 
pany or the Provinces, And he has like wife demon ftrated, that he had 
neither any hand in, nor intention, or wifh, to depofe Mhir Jaffier in 
favour of Mhir Collim; but on the contrary, took every precaution, which 
his (hen fcanty power gave him, for the fecurity of the dignity, perfon 
and property of the former, liowever little be deferved it. * 

The partlzans of Mhir Jaffier have very lludlouQy evaded owning the 
charge againfl him, cf bringing in the Dutch forces, fore feeing that would 
iitence every attempt urged in juftification of him ; hut here truth and 
coiifcience for mec fteps in between them and their machinations, and 
makes them unwarily give up the point, in the following words, 'page 
30, He was not unacquainted with the defigns of the Dutch, and 
“ would not have been forry to have feen an European force introduced 
*' into his dominions, to prove a check on the power of thofe, likely to 
become his mafters tnflead of his allies. However, his deep refpcdl and 
'* .live of Colonel Clive, prevented his adtlng openly upon this occafion.” 
Hare, let it be alfo remarked, that thefe partizana, in page J9, fet forth 
that " This Nabob vris fapfioried 'whh tonsur by hia maker, fb long as ks 
continued in India," The battle of Plailcy gave this man the Suhafhip 
in June. ijgj. In Oaober, 175P, or thereabouts, he muft have planned 
his iniquitous icheme with the Dutch j as about this time a fmall velM 
tvas difpatched exprefs to Batavia, and our armament for the Southward 
wis on its departure. That the Dutch would have meditated a feheme of 
this kind, without the encouragement and participation of the Suba, no 
one in Iiii fenfes can beUeve, Here we fee this man hardly eftahliflied in 

his 
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his Kovcroraent, planning to deftroy and countermine thf power which 
ralfed him j and this without any SiadoW of complaint agalnft us, for he 
had been fupporied mib bonettr. His being only acquainted with the de- 
figns of the Dutch, without communicating rhofe defigns to us, his illlcs. 
was virtually a breach and violation of that whole treaty he had fo fo- 
kmnly entered into. That he did not aSl openly on this tccafion, was ow¬ 
ing onk to his fears, and the deepeji treachery both to the Dutch and us. 
If the Dutch had proved fuccefsful in the river, and on the plains of Be- 
derra we ftiould foon have felt the effeds of his apen condud, and not 
an mdividoal of the colony had efcaped flaugbter. Let it be remembered 
too, that by Col. Clive’s orders, Coja Waazeed (a man of family, cha- 
rader and rank) was taken prifoner, on bis paflage from Moorfliadabad 
to ChWfura, brought under a ftrong guard to Fort William, imprifoned 
there and died under his confinemenc. So extraordinary a ftep would 
wantVftification, had not the Colonel received the fuUeft proof and 
convidion, that this man (though a pretended ftiend to the Enghfh) was 
the negotiator with the Snbi, on the part of the Dutch, in the treaty for 
bringing in their forces. In fhort, let the whole of this iranfadion be 
viewed in any light whatever, it would, if thefc parlizans had a gram of 
modefty and candour among them, utterly filence every plea they have 
urged in his defence, and pretended commifcration for hss misfortunes, 
thrown out at this period only to anfwcr a poor unworthy purpofe. 

Page 51 of this Pamphlet exhibits the following: “ The fuperiority of 
this extraordinary genius, (Col. Clive) predominated fo far over that of the 
Nabob that when be quitted Indian he left diis Prince in fuch ^ (late of 
dcpcndancc, and the affairs of the EngUfh in fuch an exalted and power- 
ful fituation, that even the Kite: and Owls that Mowed, bad it in 
** their power to gorge ihemfelves with tliat prey (M. J,) wliicli being 
beat down, was at the mercy of, though fpared by, this generous Eagle." 

_I metaphor! how art thou tortured ! how art thou proffituud! Let 

us examine a little what mercy tins poor prey found, and how by 

this It Is confeffed, page 19, “ that Mhir Jaffier dirtn- 

" bated among his new allies-a// the treafures of hk orcdcctiTor, and mort- 
« gaged two of his rkbefi provinces to them, for the payment ot a lar- 
“ ther fum," bcfides “ large trails o£ land to the Company f’ the rents 
of which were firft paid by the Company to him, and lubftiqucnily given 
to this gemrous Eagle. Such was the mercy he found, and thus was he 

Jpared. 

It may be fald this Eagle raifid tie game, and had a right to Icai it 
dmvttssi low as he pleafed. Suppofe itfdi let us ke the conlequences. 
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Mhir Jafficr. thu5 ftrippedj had better never been born, or at leafl 
never raifcti to this dignit? ; for having no treaftires of his own, and but 
fma ii prefcni refources from the revenues of bis country^ the foundation 
was here laid of all h’ts future misfortuneSi His fupplies not being equal 
to the fupport of his extravagancies, the pay of his troops, and other ah- 
folutely-neceffary calls of his government, and he finding himfelf inca¬ 
pable of relinquithing or retrenching his liceniioufi expencts, his aftairs 
tell into that ftatc of ruin and confulioa fo juftly painted by Mr. Holweil 
in his Addrefs. So that (to purfuc this nmble metaphor) you fee, after 
all, if the poor Kites and Owh that followed this gaserous Kagie had been 
an hungred, there was nothing left for them to gorge^ but the bare banes 
of the prey. 

With regard to the exalted and powerful fixation of the Company's 
affairs, as potnpoufly recited in the foregoing quotation, the real fadi ftands 
thus; When Col, Clive left Bengal, your Treafury was at a very low 
ebb, and further fuppUes cut off, before he was well out of the river; 
but of this you have been fufftcicntly informed in the Addrels above re¬ 
ferred to. And as to " Col, Clive's extraordinary genius predominating 

fo f^ above that of the Nabob's," we think Mhir JafScr's introdutftion 
of the Dutch forces affords no proof of it. 

Leaving the other parts of this Pamphlet to the plain and natural con¬ 
clusions and fentiments of the Public, we proceed, putfuant to our Title- 
page, in our promifed junification, from materials left with us by this 
Gentleman on his laft departure for India, and oibtrs tranfmitted by him 
after his arrival there j in the courfe of which many important circum- 
ilanccs and fails will occur, worthy your conllderation, which will throw 
a new light on fome intcrefting periods in your affairs, and at the fame 
time manifeft and illuftratc^ the great and eminent fervices this Gentleman 
has rendered you; fervices fo ftriking, that, though they never obtained 
common juftice or gratitude, from your Court of Dirc^ors at home, yet 
gained him the public tlianks of your Bengal Prefidcncy on your bebalf, 
even after he was fuperceded in the government of your affairs. This 
Pamphlet is not the only inftance of party rage^ whereby this Gentleman 
has been bafely traduced, and by fome even of thofe in your Diredion, who 
had let their liands to higher encomiums on Mr, Holwell's integrity and 
abilities, than had ever Ixfore been beftowed on any one in your fervicc, 
and without any the lead: flisdow of caufe to impeach his condudl, or alter 
thefe favourable fcniimenis of him, Mr. Holweil himfelf difdains a re¬ 
ply to the levcral low attacks, made by malice and envy on his reputation; 
but on us, his friends, it is incumbent j and w'c hope hereby to atone 

for 
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r Ufl- nnt (binff it ioLiff ago, and own our obligation to this 

for .. f-o™blc ,r oppo^nLy. 

To ck., op. ood ppl^n mooy pa«Eg« ''/“SJ* «“ 

think a “”,°hc la'tl!r end of the year 1757., 

objea of contention K may truly fay yotxt) 

tTXi4 « well as»/™ fpmgs ouahn at that penod, to man- 
ner following i 

NaRKATivo of the Dotneftic Wars in LeadenhaU-Streel. from Oflober 

XMARRATi ,^j8, 

-r ! K E Homer.' and other recorders of batUes we will begin with a 
J /lift of the combatants i it will fave fome trouble m the courfe 

the engagement, 

Meflrs, Payne, Chairman. 

2 Burrow 
j Jones Raymond 
4 John Raymond 
£ bir James Creed 
6 Saunders 
y Weftern 
y Jones 
g Browne 

A much orevious debate, beat, and anlmofuy, that 

U was not ^ unammouay Into a feheme for the gevemment 

the above Gentlemen ca _ MeSfs. Watts, Manningham, 

of Bengal, by a nian was defigned as a temporary expedient 

Bucher. andHolwelh H ard wick'earned out thefe 

o„!y. until .ur.ber .d.i«. ,,, .,,1. „f No- 

determinalKjns, dgned by tU ^ eftabliflied. A general 

vember, ^7 S 7 » ^^Taf Fort William was next taken into confidcra- 

reform of the kttlement of F mn^-tlncxs coniifltnc only of the two 

,ion. Dufingthefeoperatipnr, DiOord 

again begin to aert heMnfluence i and entering 

^m^rtri Ai" Smle^in ihonld be appointed to fueceed 


10 Dorrien 

11 Stevens 

12 Manfhlp 

13 Hadley 

14 Chambers 

15 Impey 

16 Sullivan, 
ly Godfrey 


j8 Plant 
ig Dudley 
20 Savage 
Tullie 


21 


22 Gough 

23 Phipps 

24 Rous 
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to the rotation of four, in cafe of death or abfcijce. The Bombay fac¬ 
tion, confining of the Deputy Chair, and the eight immediately Mow¬ 
ing him on the above lift, (afting under their General L—w) carried their 
point 111 the Committee of Correlpondcncei hy ^ Enajority of 6 to ^ Sir 
|am<is Greed and Goveruor Saunders being abfent. The next Caurtldav 
Mr. Payne brought the affair beiore a full court, where the refolution of 
the Correlpondencc was over-ruled by a majority of 15 to o, as beiop 
not only contrary to the dete^lnations unanimoufly figred toby the Hard¬ 
wick, but alfo to the very principle and motives, ivhich urged thofe de- 
tenmnahons. From this hour Peace took her flight from Leadenhall- 
^eet, Civil War took place, and Difeord reigned witJi uninterrupted 

This defeat of the minority was far from difeouraging them. Thev 
now, under the aufpices of their General, (who was moil adlSve behind 
the curtain) planned a ftroke at the rotation iflelf, which they intended 
to exMute at the next Quarterly General Court i but advices of the re- 
volution in favour of Jaffier Aly Cawn arriving about this time, gave them 
8 plaufible opportunity to attempt abolifhing the rotation in the Court of 
Direflors, without waiting for the Quarterly General Court. Accordin?- 
iy, when the Court of Dircaors met to confer on the advices they bad 
received of the revolution, and unanimoufiy determined to make a com- 

i imporunt change in their 

<1 ^‘i^ngal, made the expedient of the rotation no longer needful 
but that Mr. Watts fhould be appointed to fucceed the Colonel." * 

The majority of 15 (as they Hand prior on the lift) urged on the con- 
trary, that as the change regarded the Ctiiation of their affairs only, with- 

tranfmitted to them, that gave any more favourable 
mpreffion of individuals in their fervice, they judged it premature to 
make 7'^ “^7 ^ther alterations in the government of Bengal the 
fame caufes M fubMing which firft urged the expedient of die roldom- 

*1, of views and fentiments occafioned debates to run to 

the mofl violent heights, in the courfe of which the maiority loft ail « 
gard to decency and manners j to put a ftop to which the Chairman nut 
the queftmn, Col, Clive ftiould be appointed to the govern¬ 

ment of Bengid and the rotation of 4 take place on his abfence^as be 
;■ fore appointed ? On this, freft: feuds arofe; the Bombay faction infift 
mg that the queftion fhould be divided. This was oppofed^ by the Chair' 

which being put, it was 
earned agamft a divifion of the queftion 15 to 9. Oa thisiL minority no 

longer 
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longer ob,««dony m«fur«, M.^r. ^m«n. Go/^V" 

Phot, qtiintd the Aurt. and the reft of the faftion tefufed to ballot. 

The maioriiy hotvever proceeded to bufinefs, and 
odlhe Coloncl^o the gevernment. and the rotatnon to uke place ^ his 
abfencc. The gener .1 letter containing *1. fefotai®, ^ 

iieral reform of the fettlement, was figticd the eighth ot March* by 
15 onWa the minority refufing to fign. 

The foaion. not a whit difmayed at thefe repeated defeats. *' but, 

*. ftrength fLs blows.” had now ^ to theu 

expedient of the Quarterly General Court, and began to beat up J, 
LKLongd the PropV’- Th™ General ««>k “P 
ID a manner, for many days in the city* and went atou ff- ^ 
“oKa?in which he wm moft induftrioofly followed by hi5 h^idont , 
S the majority of IJ. confckius of the propri«y ™ of 
their owncondudt, made it a point ntrt to fpcak toa , 

iedt- A maxim (in poUtics) founded on a falle principle 1 for when a 
Sy of men “powe^r are confdons of *e reclirnde of their .nhntiom 
in any meafure adopted for the good of the “mmwity. it « metimbem 
on them to fecure that meafure by every m^ns 

judgment^of the majority, gave the ^cateft advantage to ^ 

The matoritv likewife refted in a falfe lecanty, that a C^arterly General 
Court whic^ was not fummoned on fpecial afFairs, could not go '^'^7 
ma?Ss, but what were regularly brought before them and fpectfied m 
their fummons, the fame having no precedent* and being ^ ^ 

^^^^pricty* as as the eftablifhed laws of 

Ur. they found themfelves miftaken. Thus the minority came o he 
^aUrlTcourt fully prepared, and with their united forcej whdft the 
majority came totally unprepared, and without any force at al * 

Here it is neceffary to recite a drciimftance, which 
this attempt of the minority. The rotation was as httle ^ ^ 

bulk of the Proprietors, without knowing why, or wherefore. ^ 
felves • It was fas before hinted) with much difficulty tha. ffie Bombay 
fadllon were brought to alTent to it and they were 

to abolifti it, though* with it, they abolilhcd the power, and every cflec 
tual authority of a Court of Direftors, 

The indcfhtigeble «a*ivity of the ironotity, ?"■* IJ*?. 

jorily, produced ««h their Adequate effcas at the Cour^. The 

ufual buhiicfs and forms over, Mr. Lew began the a a X , mnnfter 
agalnft the rotation. « being a ftr^ge. motley, manyheaded mooftcr^ 
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U whtch he was feconfkd by Mr. Phipps, fupported by Mr. P. Godfrev 
m a written ij^eech, v^hith be deCred permiflion to read. 


a 

it 

It 

a 

t% 

tt 

tl 


The Chairman, sn a fhort, but ftrong fpeech, urged “ The irregiilarity 
of the Quarterly Court s eutering into fpedal affairs, for which they 
were not lummoned; and that a procedure of tins kind muff have fatal 
conr^ucnces, and end in the utter fubverfion of the gove^bment of 
toe Company s affairs i that the Court of Dtredfors, not fufoedinp 
i«ch unprecedented attempts, were not prepared to lay before the Court 
the reafons which moved them to adopt the expedient now objeaed to 
That the Proprietors had a right to demand a General Court, which he 
was ready to fummon on the fhortefi warning, and tliat iheh their rea- 
tons fliould then be fubmitted to their confide ration.” 


A his fpeech, Mr. Alexander Hume took 

up the fame fide of the queihon, and moved to adjourn, in which he 
w« feconded by Si, Al«,nd.r Gr=„, and , fcv. ojn, ,„d "h. Si™ 
for adjournment being put, ,t war carried in the ncgaii.. ataoft^ nnani- 
mouay, but with unheard of clamour and indecency. They then pro- 

o^\2ru * ctemper, to demand the queftions fliould be our 
Whether the rotation of four fliould he abolrflied, and the i-ovfrnnfent 

“ of Bengal he condiyr'-tpH ho _ . „ 'c ^vrrnment 


r n 1 I j I r jr- ■iuui.iiiccTi and trjc tjovfrnmcnt 

n Council^as hereto- 

t: ^ M f questions were m like maoner carried in the aflirma- 

Uve. Mr. Law and th^? f’nitn- dr...t.i ... *iirrna 


Ilf r j rTviuiu iirLc maoner camcd tn the aflirma- 

intention to in- 

erfcre in the appointment of Inch Governor and CouncU, which they 
left inbrcly w the chojee of the Court of D'neaora, and with tbit gra- 
<™us mdulg^ the Quarterly Court broke up: and the minnrityfas 
they thought, gained a compleat triumph. ^ 


Thus a meafure adopted and affented to at the beginning by the whole 
Com of Dircaors, and fubfequently fupported and confirmed by a ma¬ 
jority pf fifteen, became condemned and aboliflicd, from the mini of the 
Propmtors being po,toned by every attful hilinuation againft it. without 
ODCc hearing a fingle reafon or plea in its defence. wimout 


The Minonto, not with flan ding their triumph at the Quarterly Court 
apprehenlwe Aey fhould gam little by it. wbilft the majorit/ of 
Court of Direftors were againft them, began to work with other took 
and agreed to make aov conceflion to Mr. Payne and his friends, provid'd 
they would rdmquifh the Angle point of Mr. Ho! well's having a fhare in The 
government of Bengal: it was propoied that he fhould have rank Z 
Mr.Becher. »hh the Chief,hij urCoffimbuzur. be cnTrf"he s* .a 
Goramiltec, and have any emoiuments appointed for him. that himfclf or 

ft lends 
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f lends would dcfipc j or tf thcfe were not acceptable, that he fhould be 
fent to Bombay to Tucceed Mr. Bourchier, or be appointed Deputy-gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. David, and to fucceed next to Mr. Orme, who was ap¬ 
pointed to fucceed Mr. Pigot. 

r 

Thefe alternatives were at different times intimated to Mr. Payne and the 
Majority,•(the firft before the rotation was fixed, the others after it was 
aboliflicd) wh j were fiediaft in this reply, That however Mr. Holwell’s 
** fervices and fufFcrings merited the notice of the Company, the real in- 

tereft of their affairs was their firftobjeft, and not Mr. Holwell’s ertio- 
“ lumentsr That his abilities would be of more ufc to the Company at 
** Bengal thane! fe where i and that the exigencies of their affairs required 
** his having a lhare in the government of them *' 

The Majority of fifteen thinking ihemfelvcs mofl injurioully treated by 
the Minority, and proceedings of the quaricrly general Court, w'ere loud 
in their refemmenis j and having refolvedon a plan for their future con- 
duft, the Chairman fummoned a full Court for the appointment of a fuc- 
ceflbr to Colonel Clive, to meet on the a^d of March. The Minority, in 
the mean time, were affiduous to take off a fuffinent number of the Ma¬ 
jority, and thought they had fucceeded. 

It is not difficult to conceive in what temper the Court met. As foon as 
the Chairman had opened the caufc of their meeting, the merits of their 
lervants at Bengal became the fubje£l of debate, and much altercation cn- 
foed, not worth reciting, Mr. Peter Godfrey moved, that their lervanrs 
fhouid be ballotted for according to their ranks in the fervice, beginning 
with Mr, Watts; in whiL'h- he was iecended by Mr, Sullivan, and fome 
others of the Minority. This motion was oppofed by Mr. Robert Jones, 
or Mr. Jones Raymond, (which we cannot rccolltraj who moved that 
Mr. Holwell fhould be firft balloted for. Both motions being feconded, 
brought on the previous queftion, which was carried in favour of the lafl 
motion. Accordingly they proceeded to the ballot, and Me. HoUvell 
was ekdtcd to fucceed Colonel Clive in the goveritmeot of Bengal, fiftceu 
to nine. 

This proved a thunderbolt to the Minority, who mow found that their 
violences had promoted, in a higher degiee, the very man they had fo 
much laboured to detufe. The Deputy Chairman, with the rcll of the 
Minority, made a motion as if they intended to quit the Court j but tliu 
former being requtfled by the Chairman to fulpend h s refulutiou and 
Judgmentt produced tlie following letters, which Mr. Holwell liad kut 
into Coutt to him. 

To 
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To John Pafne, Efqt Chaiir[iiai]i. 

** Sir, z^d March, 1758. 

S OME of m/ friends flatter me, that the appointment of a fiicccflbr 
to Colonel Clive in the Government of Bengal, may probably fall 
on myfelf: Should this be the cafe, 1 then take the liberty to requefl, 
you will pleafe to prefent the inclofed Addrefs to the Honcftrable the 
Court of Direflors, Should the information of my friends prove 
groundlefs, the inelofcd then becomes impfrfijjetit and ufelefs j and as 
fuch I beg the favour you will retorn It to, Sir, Your, See. 

J. Z. H." 

To the Honourable the Court of Direflors, See. 

** May it pleafe your Honours, 

** T T^^DERSTANDING this day is appointed for the eledfion of a 
LJ Prefident and Governor of Bengal, in fucceffion to Colonel Clive, 
and learning from the information of my friends, there is a probability 
your choice may fall upon myfHf i that Ready zeal for the Company's in- 
tereft, which has ever been the guide of my aflions and fenttments, lince 
I had the honour of your fervlce, now urges me to addrefs you with that 
humble freedom, which my duty diQates, at this critical conjundture of 
your affairs in that part of the world, 

" During the beavlefh weight of my misfortunes and diflretTes, I had 
yet comfort in the refledlion of having done my duty in the truRs repofed 
in me, but more fb, that my conduft was honoured with the repeated 
approbation and lanftion of youf Honourable Court. 

** In the execution of tniR, it has ever been an inviolable maxim with 
me, that private intereft Rtould ever give way to the public utility j a maxim 
I have often fealed to, in your fcrvice, though to my own coR j a maxim, 
which now leads me, contrary to my own private weal, to prevent, h 
poRible, your taking any meafure which may, in its confcquences, deprive 
you of one of the moR valuable fervants you have abroad. 

” In the courfe of your afFairs, although I have fometlmes differed in 
opinion from Mr. Manningham, yet I have ever bad the higheft opinion 
of that gentleman's integrity and abilities, and have not failed doing ho¬ 
nour to both on every oocafion j for the truth of which 1 can appeal to 
feme gentlemen who conRitute your Hon curable Court, and to many others, 
who were lately members of it. 


4C 


Permit 
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Permit me* Gentlemenj to reprefetit to yoUt that a fervant of Mr* 
Mannlngham’s character and capacity is not every day to be met with, nor 
can be parted with at this period, without a certain injury to your aflfalrs: 
A difregard of his merits, will, in all likelyhood, determine his return to 
Europe i the contrary will as probably determine his ftay ; and may not 
only jay a^foundation for harmony at home, but for foccefs abroad, 

** Thefe condderations, and thefe only, move me humbly to re quell,, 
that Ihould the voice of your Honourable Court be in my behalf, 1 may 
then be permitted, with thanks and gratitude, and without ofience, to de> 
dine the honour you intend me, in favour of Mr, Manninghana, under 
whom 1 am moll ready and willing to ferve the Honourable Company, as- 
long as bU reiidcoce in India may be conhAeot with his health or iuclU 
nation, 1 am. 

May it plcafc your Honours, &c. 

■Wcdoefdip, 

MarcJi a3d, {758, 

J. Z. H,” 

When Mr. Holwell's Letter was read, the Minority attempted to look, 
wife, (hook their heads, and declared they would ballot no more. The 
Chairman put the queftion, ** Whether the court fhould proceed to a new 
'* ballot in conlcquence of Mr. Holwelfs letter which being agreed to, 
without a ballot, they proceeded, and Mr. Manningham was defied to fuc- 
ceed Colonel Clive, by fourteen only, one of the fifteen having thrown in 
a negative. The fifteen then balloted for a fuccellbr to Mr. Manningham,. 
when Mr. Holwell was unanimously choien ^ and Mr. Becher to fuc- 
ceed him: And here the Court Aopped. 

From the whole tenor of the proceedings of the Minority, it muft ap¬ 
pear to an impartial eye, that they were aAuated by pride, violence, per- 
fonai connexions, and perfbnal refentments, and by their conduX Aruck 
at the very principle and foundation of all government; hence they ac¬ 
quired the tile of ** the FaXion,“ (a circumAance we thought neccflary to 
explain, leA we fhould be thought to have beAowed it on them in this our 
narrative only.) They leemed to think they had a right to over-rule the 
jentiments and refolvcs of a majority of near two to one againA them j or 
failing here, to throw the aAairs of the community they in truA. into 
the utntoA confufion and difficulties; and this at a time, when dilpatch, 
harmony, and unanimity, were efTcnml to the well-being (wc may lav, 
the very being); of the Company : and when examples of this kind were 
fo neccAary at home, to influence the fame falutary conduX in their fer- 
vante abroad, which tlicy themfelves had, in their letter by the Hardwick, 
inculcated and commanded in the moA lively and enforcing terms that 

I Ian- 
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lan'^iiage could diaatc. The Minority, in conrcquence of their bte de- 
tea?, had fevcral private meetings with their Genersh where it was reloWed, 
as their laft refource, to form a Proprietors lift of DlreOrors for the en- 
fain'*^ year, in oppolirion to the Houfe lift. Confiftenr with this rtfolu- 
tion? the Deputy Chair and the Minority agreed, that they would not 
meet the Court, nor affift at forming the Houle lift as ufual. T;|ie lyiijo- 
ritv, on this melTagc, met immediately, formed their lift, and had it pub- 
Ihhed a day before the Proprietors lift came out. 

Had the Mijority continitcii the fame vigilance in lecuring the ekdtion 
of their lift, they could not have failed cffedtlng i: i but here they con¬ 
tinued in the fame error, and falfc punidillo of honour, which had oc- 
cafioned their defeat at the C^irtcrly General Court j until rouzed by the 
aaivity both publick and private of the Minority, they thought it necef- 
larv to exert ihemfclves, when it was too late. ^ Had they begun twenty- 
four hours fooner, they would have carried their whole lift, and the Mi¬ 
nority, to a man, had quitted the dirtdilon. Tile laft defeat they receiv¬ 
ed was on the 2jd of March, from which time they had laboured, with¬ 
out cealing. The elcftion was to come on the 5th of April, and it vvas 
the fecond, before the Majority attempted to follicit a fingle vote. 


Mr. Hoi well arrived the ad of April at Portfmouth, where he received 
the refuh of the General Court, which did not break up until two in the 
morning of the 6tb, when the following Gentlemen were declared duly 
clcdled: 


MclTrs. W, Bar well*, 
H. C. Boulton*, 
John Boyd, 

John Brown, 
Chr. Burrow*, 
Sir James Creed, 
Charles Cults*, 


John Dorrien, F. Pjgou, 

George Dudley, John Raymond, 

H. Hadley, Giles Rook, 

John Harrilbn, J, Rous*, 

John Manlhip, H, Savage, 

N. Newnham*, G. Stevens, 

H- Plant*, L. Sullivan, Chairman* 


Roger Drake, Deputy*, T. Phipps*, T. Tullic*. 


1 


By the elcdllon of this lift, the late Minority gained a fure Majority, 
both in Court and in the Committee of Correfpondence, the members of 
which are marked *: They loft no time in exerciling their new acquired 
power, in a manner quite confiftent with their former violence: They 
met the 6th, when, after cledling their Chairman and Deputy, and ap¬ 
pointing the feveral Committees, Captain Tullie moved, that an expreft 
fhuuld be immediately difpatched to Portfniouth, to flop the Warren and 
London, until further orders. This was ftrenuoufly oppofed by Mr. 

I DraJee 


* 



I ] 


Drake and others j but was however carried, oa a ballot, in the affirms, 
tive, fourteen to eight | upon which the following Gentlemen entered a 
ftrong proteft on the behalf of the Company, againft the injurious dc. 
lention of their ftiips fo (ate in the feafon^nd when convoy for them Was 
procured with fo much difficulty ; viz. 


Meflrs- Drake, 
Burrow, 
Newnham 
Brown, 


John Raymond 
Hadley i 
Dorrien, 
Stevens. 


Thcfc Gentlemen would have been joined by Sir James Creed and Mr. 
Manffiip; but the one was confined by the gout, and Mr, Manffiip’s 
fiftcr lay dead in his houfe. The exprefs reached Portfmouth the ytb, 
in the morning, juft as the Warren and London were going to fall, under 
convoy of the £agl<; man of war, and Bonetta ftoop. It was pretty ob¬ 
vious that Mr. Holwcll needed not any very great fbreiight to predict 
what would follow, with refpeit to himfelf, expefting the otmoft cffeQ 
of united malice and power. 


The rclolution of detaining the (hips being carried, the Chairman pro- 
pofed proceeding immediately to bufinefs} this was oppofed and objedted 
to by Meflrs, Drake and Newnham, who urged, that as they could not 
pofllbly be fuppoled acquainted witli the grounds, which had occaiioned 
the divifion between the late Court of Diredtors, they infifted on rcafoti- 
able time being given them to confider the fubjedt. This requeft was, af¬ 
ter very high debate, granted, and the nth appointed for taking into 
confider at ion the Bengal difpatches by the Warren and London. Ac¬ 
cordingly, like fo many Carfars, they came, they law, they conquered ; 
For the Chairman, as foon as they were met, produced a fiiort general 
letter, which he had already prepared for the purpofe, confining of four 
or five paragraphs only; "High oppofition arole to this letter from the 
eight proteftors, but it availed little, for the whole received the fandb'un 
of the fourteen, and palled into a law, and arrived at Portfmouth the i£th 
of April. The purport of this general letter take ^ follows. 

That having maturely vvdghcd and confidcred the condiiifl and merit 
qf individuals, they annul and make void every appointment by the Hard- 
wicks letter of the t jth November, with thofc by the Warren and Lon¬ 
don, of the 8th and z^d of March, (Colonel Clive excepted) and do 
now cotiftimte and appoint the cftablilhment of thgir Prcfidency of Cal¬ 
cutta. To wit, 
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Colonel Clive, Prerident and Governor, 

William Watts, Efqj ad, and to Succeed Colonel Clive, 


Major Kilpatrick, ^d. 

Charles Manningham, Eiq; and to fucceed Mr. Watts, 
Mr. R. Becher, - * 5^*1 


Mr. P, R. Pearkes, - -6th, 

Mr. William Frankland, 7 th, 
Mr. M. Collett, - - - 8th,; 
Mr. J. Z. Holwell, - - 9th, ? 
Mr. William Macket* - ioth,! 
Mr, Peter Amyat - - j ith, | 
Mr. Thomas Boddam, lath 
Mr. Richard Court, - i3th,,i 


Each to rife and fuccecd in turn. 


1 
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** They likcwlfc revoke and annul all and every nomination to Chief- 
(iips. Pofts, In their letter of the 8tb of March, leaving fuch ap¬ 
pointments to the Board j with this caution, that capable and faithful fer- 
vants be fent to Coffimbuzar, bed known iind moft agreeable to the 
Nabob. 


** They appoint the Scled; Committee to confiRof MelTrs. Clive, Watts, 
Manntugham, Becher, and Major Kilpatrick for the time being. Vacan¬ 
cies in this Committee to he filled up by the Prefident and Members, 
They alfo advife, that the Secret Committee at home, confifta of Meflra, 
Sullivan, Drake, Burrow, Newnham, and Plant, any three of whom arc 
a quorum. 

Signed, 

Sullivan, 

Cotts, 

Hanilbn, 

Boyd, 

Rous, 

REFLECTIONS. 


Boulton, Tnllie, 

Dudley, Plant, 

Phipps, Rooke, JV. B. The other ten 

Pigou, Bar well. refufed to fign. 

Savage, 


The Colonel, in all probability, has, or is near upon leaving India; MeSrs. 
Wates, Manningham, and Becher, by the rcRitution of private property, 
and their other late extraordinary acquifitiotis, will, it is likely, foon fol¬ 
low him ; in which cafe it is worth remarking, where the fucceffion takes 
place, by the foregoing deRioation; and we leave it to the world to form 
natural and obvibus'conclufione therefrom. 


With 
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With refpeft to Mr. Holweli, we cannot help obfcrv'mg, that the Ma¬ 
jority of the prefeiit Court have not preferved even that mafic of equity, 
which they pretended was the rule of their adtions; They have given 
every writer that remained with him in the fort when Calcutta was at¬ 
tacked, two years of his time in recompence of his perfeverante and fuf- 
fcrings. His perfcvcrancc was furety equal to theirs, and his fufhrringa 
eminently fuperior, and merited fome diftinftion and favour, though ever 
fo fmall ; in place of which, they have Gripped him of the poll and 
emoluments they had before appointed him to. 

The ra(h proceeding of the prefent Majority, in detaining two of the 
Company’s (hips, “ to gratify private refentment," made a great clamour 
in the city, and alarmed their beft Iriends amongft the Proprietors i snd 
when their other alterations became public, that not only Mr. Holweil 
was fct afide, but Mr. Manninghanti alfo, and that the late M.qority had 
refolved to demand a genera) Court, the clamour ftill cncreafcd, at the 
other end of the town, as well as in tlic city. 

The phrafe of “ gratifying private refentments,'’ came originally from 

the Miniftry j upon the appltcations of Meffis. S* - n and B- n, for 

other convoy, which was refufed for fome time, f -ord Anfun telling 
them, that " in place of labooring for the intereft of the Company and 
“ the Nation, their foie aim feemed to be the gratifying their private re- 
“ fenmiEnts, diflrcffing his Majefty's lervice, and embroiling their Condi- 
'* tueots affairs," 

How thefe inteftinc feuds in Leadenhall-Street mud affect the public 
weal of the Companv, and in them the Nation, is but too obvious. The 
future authority of a*Court of Direflors can have no eftitn .tion, as iheir 
orders and refolufions for the government of their affdrs and tc tiements 
abroad, will be now liable to be canvaSed and coniroultd by every quar¬ 
terly General Court j and a ftill worfe confequence is. that no Gentle[iian 
of mdepcndanl fortune, worth and charadler, will ever, on ihd’c terms, 
accept a feat in the Direflion, 


IT is extreamly recnarkable,how great tlie refcmblance between the tranf- 
aftions of tbofe times, and the prefent is: the refleftious ai ihc ciolc of 
the foregoing narrative fuiting the one* as well as the other, prove the 
compiler of it a moft judicious prophet, foretelling that the governmeiu 
of your Court of Direflors, would be brought lo nought by thnr own 
fdf-iotcrefted and intcftiac broils; a prcdiaioii now pretty well accompUm- 
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cd. WJial then can enfue, but the mod alarming confufinn in your 
affairs ? But to refumc our fubjedt. You here ice the moil unfortunate of 
your fervants fallen the ficrificc of party fury j and you will alfo fee him 
in the fcquel periecuted, jlandered, and iuperceded in that rank they then 
allotted him, by every following difpatch, and all from the fame ranco-' 
rou5 caufe, as we fhall make appear, when we have done with the pam¬ 
phlet before us i to which we now return. 

In page 37, are the following padages. “ After the departure of Co- 
lone] Clive, the delicacy that he had ufed cowards him (the Nabob) was 
" in tirely thrown afide. His fucceUbr in the governmeot, who had been 
“ particularly iiifirummtal in bringing demn ^ou Raja Dswla^ and emfi- 
** quatil}\ in occaJiGning ibe Ji/jl rtvohtiim in Beagaly had arrived at his 
" dignity, contrary to the intention of his conHituepts, and Intrrely through 
*' the accident of a number of his feniors going home at this time in 
difgud. Being bleffed with a gcmiis, uncommonly fertile in expe- 
^ dients for raifing momy^ and further unclogged by thofc filly notions of 
“ pun<flilio, which often ftand in thof way betwixt fome people and for- 
** tune, he had projcQed and put in prndice fcveral inferior manisu’urgsi 
“ but this chef d'Oeuvre^ tins mailer feheme, though formed almoll as 
foon as he came to power, time did not allow him the hondur of exe- 
cuting." Again page 39, It muft here a^in be acknowledged, that 
the Gentlemen in the diredlian flaowed fo little intention, that the ac- 
“ cidcmal governor diould have ever come to that truft, that they mnt> re- 
“ tnisived him to he the Jeventb in council. Being endued however with 
'' a very high degree of what, in fome, is called addrefs, enforced by a 
” great fliart of plaufibility in argument, he found thefe talents of fin- 
** gular ufc to him on this occafion. His grand plan being now almoft 
“ ripe for execution, could not be concealed from his fucceflbr : he waver- 
ed fome days about continuing in the fcrvicc of his maflers in that dl- 
graded rank” Again, tower down in the fame page and page <j.o, 
** But it does not redound much to the honour of this degraded governor, 
nor plead greatly in favour of the difintereftednefs of his views, that 
after Jitch a jligma^ Jucb a mark put upon him by his fuperiors, he 
could (though during his (hort government he had ac^^uired a hand- 
“ fome fortune) lubmit to firve in the feventh place, alter having been in 
“ the firfi. 

The lafi quotation we ffiall troflbic you with from this anonymous au¬ 
thor, is where he makes a blundering abufive apology, for all the abufes 
he has fo lavillily bellowed, almofl: throughout paces rj to ±t, cxdolive 
of thofe pans we have already noticed, ^ ^ 


Page 
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Page 40 exhibits as follows, “ I (hould not have dwelt To particularly, 
on thefe feemingly trifling incidents, nor fliould I have defeended To low 
« as to touch individuals, had 1 not found it abfolutdy neceffary towards 
** drawing one which is, that this feheme of hfabob- 

changing borrows no luftre from the charaikr of it’s original projedor." 
Qucrc, Who does this pamphleteer mean by the term original proJcSlo- ? 
It cannot be the gentleman we are defending, for he has mofl fully proved 
be never projeded any icbemc of the k.ind r therefore this intended abufe, 
can only touch the piiijcdors of the revolution of 1757, as they only were 
the original fehemers of Nabob-cbmpng. He pleads abjhkio necejjky ior 
drawing one material in/erencf, which is no intelligible inference at all, 
and only proves his ungovernable appetite to flander, but unluckily millakes 
the objed. 

Leaving the continued indecent ftraln of this author to revert on himfclf, 
wc fliall confine ourfclvcs to thofe charges againft Mr. Holwell, which, 
with Corinthian front, the author makes to the femblance of fads: 
Thcfc.are, 

Firft, (Page 37.) that “ Mr. Holwell was particularly mflromcntal in 
ft bringing dowui the Sou Kfya Dowla j and the caule of the firft revolu— 
*' tiop, See. 

** adiv, That his fertile genius in expedients for ralfiog money, iin- 
clogged with any checks or pundilios of honour, or honefly, (for this 
*« is p^ly implied, though not fo plainly exprelTed) had projeded and 
** put in pradice feveral inf trior man mu v res." 

3dly, (Page 39 and 40) It feems objeded to this gentleman as a rrime,_ 
that he'was rttm.'aed to tbt Jtvffith in Cotinciii and the terras following, of 
dfgraded ranh, fligsitt* and mark put him by your Court of Diredors, arc 
all very well framed to enforce the opinion, that Mr, HolWell niufl afTur- 
edlv have been guilty of ibme atrocious breach of trufl, or other iniqui¬ 
tous coiidud in your fervke, to have deferved being thus rtm<y\j(d and 
thus degradedi for Anonymous hitnfelf, allows him abilities and addrels, 
therefore he could not have been degraded for waiu of capacity to con- 
dud your affairs; the uninformed, though impartial among you, will 
very naturally conclude there niuil have been loo^e blemilh, tome ciime, 
foiiie uiifaithfulnefs in this your fervant, that drew on him the high dii- 
pleafure of your Court of Diredors, for they ^tc bofmrtdle men, and 
would not, you may fuppole, degrade any of your faithful lervants with¬ 
out fuHicient'and juft reafon, becaufe therein they w'O’ild be guilty of a 
breach of that TR.h&t, with whidi they are In veiled bv "Vou. 

I 
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Kow that this gentleman was fo treated, is fa ft: j and herein Anonymiwf 
for once fpcaks truth, Tp he removed, degraded, ftigmatized, and mark¬ 
ed by our iuperiors, when done "with rcafon and jultice, carries its own 
vindication ; bur when done from partial and unjud motives, ftimnlated 
by party rage, thefe ftigmas, marks and degradations, refleft not on the 
but on the degr^idtrs* 

Thus have we inverted the order of our tepiv, and fpokcto the lajl 
churgL;- wc (liall pcrfifl in our method, and fpeab next to the fecond, 
which is plainly levelled at this Gentleman's conduft in your Zemindarry, 
(o Court of Cutcherry at Fort William, Bengal) which has been afperjed, 
particularly iu the year 1758, and never fufficlcntly cleared up. In order 
to this, k becomes neceffiry to give you a (hort account how it came to 
pafs, that this gentleman was appointed to this port of Zemindar, and likc- 
wiJe to explain to you the nature of the poft itfelf. 

Your Court of Di reft ore, about the year 1748, coming to the know¬ 
ledge of fundry abufes and depredations, made in your annual revenues of 
the Zemindary at Bengal, by one Govindiam Metre, (who had been for 
28 years the (landing Black Deputy in that office, whift the head of it 
was continually fluftuating and changing) and being alfo totally drangers 
to the nature of the ofhee j a leading Direftor of your then Court, having 
more curiofity concerning this branch of your affairs than the ref!, wrote 
in flrcnuous terms to a gentleman of high rank in your fervice there: 
this gentleman having never^ pafl through the office, could not give the 
fahsfaftion required ; but knowing that Mr. HoiwcU was on his departure 
for England, with whom he was upon the ffiiftefl footing of frlendfliip, 
he communicated to him the letter he had received from his patron at home, 
and being fenfible that Mr. HolwelJ by his knowledge in the language, (and 
having been many yean a member of, and two years at the head of your 
Mayors Court at Calcutta, where frequently lulls were commenced and 
brought to iffue between the natives) had acquired a deeper iniig t into 
the nature and frauds of this office, than any other perfon in the lettlement; 
requeued liis permiffior, 10 refer his friend and patron to him for informa- 
tbn, on his arrival in England, which was readily affented to- 

In the ct^rfe of the voyage Mr. Holwell threw into fome form, the 
many materials he had by him rel'pefting this office, and on his arrival com¬ 
municated them to the Direftor before mentioned, and to another gentle- 
mati, your chiirman, without any view, but that of benefiting the Com- 
j^ny, as he then, and for many months after, had no intenSon of ever 
leciiig^India again} but finding fas many others who return from India 
with Imall fortunes do,) that money does not go fo far in England as lie 
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foinlty imagined^ he thought it neceflary to return and increafe hrs capital, 
then ly^Dg at intereft only, in your ca(h at Fort Wmiam, 

Thus determined, he applied to the leading gentlemen in your Direc¬ 
tion to be fervi out in your fervicc ■, his application met with iiicccfs, and lic 
was in January 1752 appointed to the poft of Zemindar, and izth in 
council at Fort William, not to be removed from that port without exptefs 
orders from home, nor to rife higher in your council. TheJe two reftric- 
tions peculiar to this gentleman, were adopted at hfs own mere motion and 
requeft^ for the following reaXons j firfb as he was fenliblc no reform could 
poffibly be made in the office, whilft the head of it was fluauatixig by 
rotation as heretofore, by which cuftom it fometimes happened that there 
were two or three Zemindars within the fpace of one year j, by this ill- 
judged meafure, they were unavoidably kept in the dark as to the real 
iate and nature of this office, and a power in perpetuity devolved to the 
landing deputy, who was always filled the Black Zemindar: and fudi 
was the tyranny of this man, and fuch the dread conceived of him in the 
minds of the natives, that no one durft complain or give informadon 
againft him, howfoever opprcITed j and this confideration made it occef- 
£iry for Mr. Holwell to iuffil ou this perfon's being difmifled that fervicc 
the roomctit he arrived in Bengal, which was accordingly complied with, 
and orders lent out to commence a profecution agamft him. To give you 
an idea of this profecution, and the infirviEe labour it occafiorted Mr. Hol¬ 
well, we (hall in its place infett three of his letters to the Board of Cal¬ 
cutta on the fubjedl. 


It was thought a feat at the board of Calcutta was neceflary, to give a 
proper weight to this officer* in the reform be had propoled making •, he 
deffred his rank might be youngell in counLil, as thereby he did not 
carry out with him the odium of (uperfodiog any gt:*.tleman in your fervicc. 

When this gentleman was Ctnl out your covenajvtcd fervant, under the 
patronage of Wil iam Baker. E q; ^now Sir Willvim) and William Mab- 
bot, Efqj your Court of Diredtoin co*ffifted of the fodnwing gentlemen, viz. 


Roger Drake, E(qj Chairmaiir 
William B^kcr, Efq; Deputy 
William Mabbot, Efqj 
William Braund, Efq; 

Chrlf. Burrow, Elqi 
Charles Cutts, Eiqy 
Peter Ducaac, Efq^ 


Sanri.FeaV Efqi 
Abtl Fonnt ' au, Efqj 
Peter Godt ^., Etqj 
Charles Gov y ^ Eiqi 
John ‘':riipe, L "j 
Mich Imj^y, hfqi 
Stephen Law, Efq; 


Nich. 





Nich. Ltnwood; Efq; William Rider, Efq; ' 

Nathaniel Newnham junior, Efiji ThomaaRoas, EfqV 
John Payne, Eiq: Timothy Tullie, Efqj 

Plenty Plant, Efq; William Willy, Efqj 

Jones Raymond, Efq; 

* 

Here it becomes needful to add a £hort explanation of the nature of 
this officer's duty, in quality of Zemindar. 


The Zetoindar afls in a double capacity, diftindl, and independant of each 
other, (with very few exceptions) the one as fu peri n tend ant and colleitor 
of your revenues, the other, as judge of the Court of Cuicherry, a tribu¬ 
nal conftituted for the hearing, trying, and determining all matters and 
things, both civil and criminal, wherein the natives only, fubjedaofthe 
Mogul, arc concerned. He tried in a fummary way, had the power of 
the lafh, 6nc, and imprifonment; he determined all matters and 

tmm i and in all criminal cafes, proceeded to fentence and punifhment im¬ 
mediately after hearing, except where the crime (as murder) requires the 
Jalh to be inffiacd until death, in which cafe he fufpends execution of the 
fentence, until the faS and evidence are laid before the prefident, and his 
conHrmation of the fentence is obtained. He has alfo the power to con¬ 
demn thieves, and other culprits, to work in chains upon the roads, durin'» 
any determinate fpace of time, or for life. In all caufes of properly, an 
appeal lay to the prefident and council againft his decrees. 


Such was the power annexed to this office, when this gentleman was 
appointed the head of it, and fuch had it been for a long term of years 
preceding that period i a power by much too great for any one man to be 
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Holwe I, a flop was put to it by the Court of Dir«aors, who appoint- 
w three judges of this court, members of the board, in monthly rotation. 
Uefore this gentleman took charge of this important poll, there never had 
been ^y regifter of caufes or decrees kept in Englifh ; but from that time 
a regifter of the proceedings was tnonihly Uid before the boanl at Calcutta* 
lor their infpeflion, and annually traofmitted to your Court of Direftors* 
Here permit us to remark, that though this gentleman was. for the fpac^ 
of four years, (that is, from the teginning of July J732, to the capture 
of your frttlemcnt) foie judge of this court, not a fingle complaint was ever 
preferred againft Idm in his judicial capacity in criminal caufes, &nd hit ene 
tfPpeal from his judgments and decrees in matters of property and of ibae 
on y the hall rcvericd, and the reft confirmed- But the condua and meril 
oi tins genileman, in this, as well as (he other branches of this laborious of- 
tree, you fiiall not take upon truft from us his friends,’ who may be deemed 
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but (hatl, la good h^ve them from ftronget vouchers, aud 

iopenor judges. -n" 

We proceed next to the three letters before mentioned, tofuching the profe- 
cutioo of Goviodram Metre, and then to con vey an Idea to you of the dutr of 
the Zemmdar, relative to the revenues ; and this vve fhaU do in this gentle¬ 
man's own words, without any abridgment, in a woik which he entitled A 
State of t he Revenues, tranfmitted lo your Court of Diredtors in alerter 
to the board of Calcutta. The work is long, and Cofbme may appear unin¬ 
telligible and'tedions, but to others intercUing and curious; howioever this 
may be, our plan of defence calls for it, iji proof of Mr. Hal well's talents, 
and bis indefatigable and unwearied exertion of thafe talents in your fervice. 

To the Honourable Roger Drake, Efqj Prelideiit and Governor, &c. 

Council. * 

Fort William, Aug. 13, 1732, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

T he 3oth ult. I thought it necel^ry to move you that Govnidram 
Metre Ihould give fecurity to the Board for his appearance, on ac- 
count^of lome frauds 1 had traced, regarding the Company's Reventies un* 
der his management j and diough the Ibort time I have been in the ofiicf, 
and my ncccflhry attendance to die emrent bufinefs of ir, will not at pre- 
feot fufficiently enable me to digeft all the inforrnations that liave readied 
me, wherein I think the Company have becg^licavily injured during the 
twenty-eight years of this man's ad min id rat ton yet, as far as 1 am able, 
my duty tells me I ought to lay before you, without lols of time j the more 
fOj^as 1 am well ioformed, he is diftributing and fccreting his ilJ-got wealth 
in various places, and by various methods. ° 

The Farms, and monthly cliarges Jemmldaary liave firft drawn my at¬ 
tention, as they arc firft in confequence to the Honourable Companymy 
remarks on the duties on exportation of rice, etlach, fines, 6cc. 1 mnfi re- 
fe^e for a fubfequem addrefs j but as Govindrani Metre may hive the fub- 
terfuge to plead, of all accounts of the revenues being pifll-d under the 
hands of the Zemindars, and left his glaring frauds Ihould feem tacitly to 
cenfure the neglect cf thofe gentlemen, 1 beg your Honour, Ste's leave, 
prcvioufly to obviate that, both by faying, that tlic accounts, frauds as well 
as errors, are excepted j aud that wbilft the pofi: of Zemindary was tra:)- 
iitory and flufluating, and this man invefied with power, a rctrofpedlion 

Qw iniu 
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mto the ftate of the Company’s revenues v^th any material fuccefs, would 
have been morally impoSiol;, -t enp-^of the natives, from the higheft 
to the loweft, durfl with impunity have given the leaft umbrage to him j 
and it is they only that could have explored the dark and intricate mazeSi 
in which he has To long concealed himfclf from the eyes and ftrokc of 
jufricei 

Two of the principal farms, viz. the Rice Farm, and Buzar Calcutta, 
commonly called the Great Buzar, I muft likewtfe referve for the fubjedt of 
another letter, and proceed now to the others, whofc annual Pottahs, or 
prants, hear date the frft of November; and here I nmft begin with con- 
felling to your Honour, 6cc- an error of my own. I always imagined the 
farms were fold at public outcry, or audtion, in the Cutcherry, in the 
prcfcnce of the Zemindar j and think 1 told as much to fome of our Ho¬ 
nourable mafters, as believing it impoflible to be otherwife j but am forry 
to % no fuch cffential and ncceflary method has been pra^tifed for thefc 
ten years; a circumftance I ibould not mention here, did not what folloivs 
make it abfolutely necefTary; for, on the contrary, Govindram Metre's 
houfe, 1 find, has, for that fpicc, been the place where the prices have been 
affixed to each farm, not by audion to the higbeft bidder, but privately at 
the prices he chofe to take the beft of them himfclf at, under fiftitious 
names ; that is, thofe that would yield the beft and moft certain profit; 
and difpefed of the others that were more precarious, to his friends and 
dependants : thefe prices he reports to the Zemindar for his confirmation, 
and the feveral Pottahs arc ordered to be drawn out accordingly. Of the 
farms which he has nfually taken to himfelf under fiairious names, I fhall 
now fpeak only to the following, viz. 


Soota Nutty Haul, and? - , 

Suba Bazar i 

Baug Buzar Haut and Buzar j 

Charles Buzar and Haut I 

Haut Cola Buzar \ 

Douba Pat rah I 

Suttanutty's Dour Beckry and! 
Koora Pocha \ 


name of his fervant Perethtam Hozzurab» 


All thefc in the name of Nilmony Gofc, 
his Brother Sookdeb Metre's grandfon. 


It mav be objefted In his favour, that there might be lofs on thefe farms 
as well as gain^ but this objedfion will avail him little, when 1 make it ap- 
pi;ar to your Honour, &c, that he fecurcfi his gain as foon as, or rather be¬ 
fore, he’ takes them to himfclf, by farming them out again to third perfons i 
Jo that the caie ftands exatlly thus: — This man has an abfolute trnft and 
confidence repofed in Itim, in the diipoLl of the Company's farms, the beft 

9 1 
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of which he farms at an un^i rate to hlmrclf, b a fi^itious oam?, and 
at the lame time farms them tkit again at an immediate gain; a fraud than 
which I know not a greater. *Cuf Hcn-.r7,**’Scc, tnnft be fcnfible how 
difficult it mufi be, to invefiigate fe • • , , • i . 

twenty-eight years paft j the forming vouchers for which, have, without 
contToul, remained folcly in the power of this man j and whatever evi¬ 
dence might have been againft him, as to former times, docs ^flibly row 
notexifl: therefore the utmoft that can be done in this cafe, is to fix him 
in frauds as near as I catt to the prefent time ; and equitably to recom¬ 
mend to your Honour, £cc< on behalf of our Honourabic hdaflcrs, a judg¬ 
ment on the whole of his condudt, from the few fpecimens 1 am now - 
going to by, in as clear a tight as poffible, before you; and firft, I Ihall 
prove his having taken the fcveral farms above mentioned to himfcif at an 
under rate, in the years 1749, 1750, and 1751» and farm’d them out 
again at an immediate advance, Soota Nutty Haut and Suba Buzar being 
farm’d out in the different articles to different people. 


Anno, SOOTA NUTTY HAUT. 

1749 Farm’d at 3525 Farm’d out again at 4851 Gains per 

1750 - - 3600 - - - - - 53 * 5 " “ " 

175* ■* “ 5385 - - - 

SUB AH BUZAR. 

1749 - - ------ 2271 - - 

1750 - - 1400 ------ 2331 - - 

1751 - - 1400 2672 - - - 

BAUG BUZAR and HAUT. 
J749 - - 775 Farm'd to Kitteram Paul 1200 

17^0 _ - - 765 to Purpuram 1000 - 

1731 - - „ 765 to ditto 1000 - - - 

DOOBA PARRAH SAYAR. 

- 208 to Harry Kiflbn Coyal 437 - - 

J73Q — » — 400 to Terra Chund Dutt 47^ ~ ” 

1751 - - - 468 to ditto 54^ ” “ 

KOORA PACHA and DUAR BECKRY SOOTA 
174^ _ - - 162 Farm’d to Satoo Maftry 250 - - 

j7^o _ _ - 1^2 to Bechue Mundell 270 - 

1751 - - - 152 to Ditto 270 

CHARLES BUZAR and HAUT. 
*749 - - ~ 378 Farm’d to Kitteram Paul 416 - - 

1730 - - - 240 to Purpuram Sircar 331 - - 

17JI - - - 240 to Harry Kiffon Coy al 335 

I 


annum 1326 

- - 171J 

- - 1785 

- - 946 

981 

- - 1272 

- - 425 

- - ^35 
■ T ' ®35 


- - 229 

- - 74 

- - 74 

KUTTY. 
. - 88 

- - 118 

- - 118 

- - 3S 

- - 90 

- - 95 


9844 
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From, the foregoing ftateinent, your Ho/our, &c. may readily judge, 
how immcnfcly the Compi:nY ha ve b ceni hjjured in the whole of their re¬ 
venues during this man's long ad mini it rat ion } but if we fbould fuppofe 
he has only made this advantage during the ten years bit pait, that the 
farms have been in a manner abandoned to bis condud, we ihall, by pa¬ 
rity of reafon, find the Company defrauded, in that fpace, of no lefs 
^ than the principal fum of Rupees 32813 15 6 in thefe farms only; but 
tlsis favourable conclufion he has no right to cxped, as I think i iliall be 
able to dcmonfirate, there is not any one branch of the Revenues wherein 
he has not been confiftent in defrauding, to the utmoft extent of his power. 

Before I quit this fubjed, 1 think tt needful to inform your Honour, 
&c. that Govindram M;;tre has, this year, by his own authority, levied a 
H tax from the farmers of 21 per cent, on the amount of their feveral farms 
(over and above the i o per cent, ufually taken from them, as the allowed 
perquifite of the Zemindar) which he has converted to his own ufe. 

The monthly charges Zemlndary, is the next article I ihall at prefent 
fubmit to your Honour, fee’s confideration and cenfure, under three divi- 
lioJis, viz. fervants in monthly pay, charges making and repairing Cut- 
cherries and Chowkey boufes, and charges. 

In regard to the fervants in the Cutcherry, I find the Company has 
been, time out of mind, defrauded by Govindram Metre, in the monthly 
'=‘fiitn of 166 Rupees, cxclofive of his monthly allowance of iiz 8 ; the 
particulars of which are, viz. 

zy Pikes, 17 always employed in his own fcrvice, 3 wbofe pay 
he has always received, and 7 Ins menial fervants under this 

denomination; zy at z Rupees per mcnil-m - 

19 Buckfcrrlas, nominal only, and 5 at his totvn of Klflcn- 

Poor j for thefe he receives monthly ■—— -- 

Boncheram receives no wages, yet charged at --- —> 

Kiflen Gole, Rogu Metre's Cotta fervant - -- 

Ramchurnd Tagoor, atiotlicr fervant of Rogu Metre <—— 

Bamala Scatdut, Metre’s Mau Ida Go mafia h — - . 

TiUuckram, under the n^mc of Bredju Mahone -- 

6 GwaUers - - -- - 

Munkindrnm Muiiddl, at Metre’s Gottabarry --- ^ 

Nundcram Gofe, a gratuity --- -- —■ 


166 


( 



Rupees per ihenfem 


In 
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1(1 this particular your Honour, &c. obferves the Company has been 
defrauded of Rupees 1992 per^aniuim j amj f.^e cannot reafonably ima- y 
gine, be was lefs fcrupulous when he was more indigent^ f) I think it 
will not be deemed unjud to charge him wuh this fraud fori_8 years laft ^ 
paR } and then it will appear, we have here another manifell claim on 
him, on behalf of our Honourable IVJadeis, tor tlie principal fuai of Ru- . : 
pecs 55776. I 

I am next to reprefent to your Honour, &c. that I have cKtraffed from 
the monthly charges Zemiridary, the expences account, making and re¬ 
pairing the kveral Cutchcrrics ardChowbey houfeSj from February v 

to March tyya ; and find in that fpace no lefs a fum to that account, 
than Rupees 90 iS 8j a charge moft infamous, and Idf-evident to i very 
member of this Board, when i further inform yoitr Honour, See. that 
5TS4 8 of this fum is under the htad of repairing the great Cutcherry, 
on which a lythe has not been, expended in that time, as 1 will prt ve, if 
needful, from a thoufand witncfTcs <, and the fame as to the other iVraw 
houfes, under the denomination of Cutcherry and Chowkey huufes; but 
as I would rather leffen than exaggerate every charge againft him, 1 will 
fuppoie the Comp.iny defrauded in this period of five years 7000 Rupees 
only, which, during his adminiflraiion, will amount to the principal imn 
of Rupees 39,200. 

The charges in repairing the roads, drains and bridges, w-!thln the fame 
period of time, I find fwekd to the enormous fum of Rupees *-884 15 93 
out of which there (lands to the account of repairing the Dumdum and 
Barrafut roads. Rupees 2810 ; of which, 1036 7 arc appropriated to the 
years 1750 and 1751. Now, to give your Honour, &c, a fpecimen of 
his frauds in this par: of the monthly charge, 1 will obfenre, th..t the 
Company is debted by him in Odtober 1751, Rupees 520 4, for the re¬ 
pairs of ihe Dumdum and Barafut roads ; whereas, hy the accounts 1 have 
laid before me, it appears there was really no more expended on theie 
roads in the years 1750 and J75i> than 342 cound, 6 pund and 10 gun- ^ . 
das of Cowries ; and thefe colletlcd from the neighbouring riots or tenants, 
which has always been pradried towards repairing the out-road's of the 
town i(thoogh where a Rupee has been collcded, not more than fix An- 
nacs have been expendedj and the Company befides conflantly charged 
for this article at-an immenfe pate; a double fraud, tliar merits the higheft 
cenfurc and puniiltmenc, F.^om the cun fide r.ihoi't of thefir parteukrs, it 
is manifefl the Coin^'uny has yearly been ekfrauded of almoil the whole 
that has bccncbaigcd on 'his iiccomit, a fmali ex pence on building and re¬ 
pairing two or three htidgCi cicepied ; whidi, 'vith the utm. fl indulgence 
10 Guvuidram Mevre, cannot 1 educe ihe fraud wiihin the five }C(irs above 

fpeclfitd. 


I 
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' to kfs than 6coo Rupees; and, ah the whole of his 

lUiition, to the principal fim^ of 33600 Rj^pccs. 

Lift year I obferve a charge continued for ten months, at the rate of 
J “^2 Rupees per menfem, on account of looking after Cutmah’s houfes: 

* the ponfways and guard employed for this fervice, were the monthly fer- 
1 vants of the Company; and yet the Company is not only by Metre delated 
J on this account, but 1 am very credibly informed, he Jikewife levied the 
iiiine from the Cutmabs. 1 mention this article chiefly with a view of 
demond rating to your Honour, &c. tliat every intervening bye-path to 
knavery has been as regul irly traverfed and infcfled by him as the high 
road of iniquity, in which he has Ib long and unmolefted raifed contribu¬ 
tions from the Company, as well as from every one of the inhabitants 
i that have unluckily fillen within his gripe, or that of his fon Rogu Me¬ 
tre. Inilances of this hft nature are fo many, that by what I have al¬ 
ready heard, 1 fear if I had as many ears as Argus had eye?, they would 
be much too inrufficient to receive them; but thofe, with the proofs J am 
polieiTed of, touching his connedtinns with the common murderers and 
robbers of the town, I muft rderve for a volume by themlelves, and 
clofe this pccfcni remonftrance againft him with recapitulating and throw¬ 
ing into one total the foregoing principal fums, for which, 1 am of opi¬ 
nion, the Company has an immediate and fpeciiic claim on him, wicli 
inttrell that may be due thereon; jud premising, that as wages are, or at 
Jeafl: ought to be, deemed the reward of fervice and faithfulnefs; and as 
this man, in the place of promoting the iervice of the Company, has, 
in breach of his truil and duty, injured their affairs by every wicked 
prafiice in his power, ib I think he has very juilly forfeited whatever 
wages he has received, and therefore fubmit it to your Honour, &c* whe¬ 
ther he (honid not be mulifted in a fum equal thereto; and as J cannot 
doubt hut I fliall meet your concurrence in fo equitable a charge, I will 
add it to the others, vi^. 

9 years, at 30 Rupees per menfem — 

12 ditto, at 50 - - .—™ ^ 

GOVINDRAM METRE 
To frauds on the farms held bimfdf 
To ditto in the monthly charge of fervants - 
To ditto account charges repairing the Cutcherrys 
To ditto account charges repairing the roads, &c. 

To ditto account the guard on Cottnah’s houfc - 


32+0 


yzco 


Dr. 


32813 15 

6 

55776 0 

0 

39200 0 

0 

33600 Q 

0 

320 0 

0 


To the mulft of his wages 


161709 6 
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r beg leave to rcprefent to your Honour, See. that when the intercft 
which is ftriaiy due to the Cbmpany is calculated on the firft total, it be¬ 
comes a fum of no fmall importance i and therefore 1 humbly infifi, on 
the behalf of our Honourable Mailers, that Govitidram Metre be imme¬ 
diately committed to clofe confinement, until the fame is difebarged; 
and that a fufficient military guard be, without lofi of time, placed on 
his fcvcral houfes i and that his fon Rogu Metre be obliged to give good 
fecurity for his appearance. 

On entering my ofiice, I found it heavily burthened with fiiiccures, 
perquifites, and unneceffary fervants. which I have the plcafure to inform 
your Honour. &c. Hand reduced for this month of Auguft, to the amount 
of 550 Rupees, amongft which the charge of Pykes was a very ncedlcfs 
and infiderable onci for of the 143 retained in the fcrvice, I found 64/ 
(ejiclufive of Metre's 27) ftationed as a nightly guard to the fcveral inha¬ 
bitants houfes j as I faw no propriety in the Company's hearing this ex- 
pence (trifling to each mdtvidua!. but a heavy one to them) I thought it 
reafonable to retrench that amongfl the reft, having ftill retained the 
Head Pyke, his i 1 Niabs or deputies, and 35 Pyke> only, as needful for 
die fervice } the Head Pyke ftill remaining, as ufual, fecurity for any 
night guard he lends, at the re quell of the inhabitants i and further than 
this, they arc of no ufc towards the guarding or fafery of the town j for, 
on review and mullcr of the whole body, I could not pick out more 
than 30 that were trained Pykes, or had any pretention to that title, fur¬ 
ther foan as they (occafionally to pals mullcr) were loaded with their 
ufual arms. 1 am, moft refpedtfully, , 

Honourable Sir and Sirs. 

Ycur moll obedient humble fervant^ 

To the Honourable Rogea Drake, Efqj Prclidcnt and Governor, 

Council. 

Plonourable Sir and Sirs', Fort WllUam, Aug, 17, 1752. 

A S it appears to me beyond a doubt, that Govindram Metre will not 
only make every delay in Ins power, in giving in his anl'wcr to the 
charge contained in my letter, addrelfed to ynur Honour, &c* under date 
the ijtb itiftant, but will, by every art and means* endeavour to ukeoif 
the evidence againft him ; 1 think it exircmely necelBry now to lay before 
you the nature of ihe proofs I have to fupport tlic charge exhibltcil 
againll him ; which t requeil may now be csatnincd before the Board, or 
z Committee appointed, without lofs of time, for that purpofc; of which, 
(as this affair is of no fmall confeqLience to the Company) I beg leave 
to move that ihc Prefident may be one. 


In 


Tri regard, firft, to die farms taken to himfcUi, and farm'd out at an im¬ 
mediate advance, the particulars, as laid before your Honour, I think 
he will not contaft or deny i hut if be fltould, 1 have the fcveral accounts 
thereof ready to be laid before you- 

Touching the overcharge of fervants in monthly pay, T need only refer 
your Honour, &c, to the Buxey's roll of the Pykes and Bucklerrias, and 
to the Cutcherry Podar, or Shroff, who is at hand with their federal ac¬ 
counts- 


Tlie overcharge account repairing the Cutcherrys is fo felf-evident, that 
I need only refer your Honour, &c. to your own judgments, but more par¬ 
ticularly to the gentlemen who have preceded me in the office. 

In regard to the double fraud and exorbitant charge of repairing the roads, 
1 have ready to lay before this Board the Banian’s books, employed on this 
fetvicc, and the Head Peon attending him. 

Touching the article of Cotmah’s guard, 1 liave now this further circum- 
fiance to add, that in phcc of 320 Rupees charged the Cbmpanv, and col- 
IcAed from the Cotmabs, J am well informed, he cxadled from them on 
this account, October 26, C- Rs- 654. viz. 

On account Bolly and Perith Cotmah 
On account Du loll Cotmah — 

On account Ponchu Cotmah — 


- 327 o 

- 163 8 

- 163 8 


C, Rs. 654 o 


For proof of this article, your Honour, &;c. w ill be pleafed to order the 
Catmahs to appear before you, and declare, on their oaths. If this fadt is or 
is not as I have reprefented it. 

On the whole of thefc five articles, I can fcarccly think he will be hardy 
enough to deny or conteft any of them, as they each of them almoft prove 
themielvesj however it he Htould, the proofs, I may fay, are now in a man¬ 
ner in the htinds of your Honour, &c- and you will doubttefs take fuch re- 

L. equitably conduce to the intcreft of our Honour- 

able Mailers* 


U IS fome concern to me, that I thould have fo far differed in judgment 
from fo great a majonty of this Board, when I thought the charge exhibited 
agamft Govmdram Metre was felf-evident enough to enforce the neceffity 
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of his confinement 9 but though my rcmonftrance had not wght fuflicieiit, 
either to prociirc that* or even a guard for the fecurity of h's efFefls, yet 
that muft notflacken my endeavourii in learch of the Company's rights; as I 
will ftill hope 1 Hiall not always be fo unluckyi or io'far miil^kcn in my judg¬ 
ment as to want the approbation and concurrence of your Honour* &c. in 
what 1 ihall lay before you. 

On taking charge of my office* I found the lafl monthly account of reve¬ 
nues delivered into council was the month of March; on which 1 thought 
it expedient to haften the accounts of April, May and June, as much as pof- 
fible, but found the delays in Metre without end; when fending for hint 
into the publick Cutcherry, and afking him the reafon of thefe delay:-, his 
anfwcr was, TKit it was occafioned by fomc ankles that he liad rccolleftcd, 
which ought to have been brought to the credit of the Company fu nner, an 
account of which he then gave me, to the amount of C. Rs. aSog 5 g, 
telling me he wanted to bring them to credit in the account of revenues for 
April; to which I pbjei^ed, that as he was fenQblc 1 had traced thole very 
frauds, and that fome of tlieon were five years {landing, I could not ^admk 
of more being brought to credit in April, than were really the tranfadions 
of the prejceding year,, which I likewiie reprefented to Mr. Manniugham, 
and met with his approval; accordingly, in the accounts revenues for April, 

_ laid before your Honour, &c. the ijih indant. Rupees 842 8 of the abjve 
fum are brought to credit, fo that according to his account delivered me, 
there remains a baUance due to the Company of C. Rs, 1966 11 9, account 
frauds confefled, in the Civeral articles of duty on Rice SalUfnanimah, (or 
arbitration bunds) Rufley Sallatny, {or meafuring contelled grounds} Gur 
Iluzrcys (or fervants wages forfeited) and Mooriannoca, from April 1747, 
during the fevcral Zemiodaries of MefTrs, Kempe, Eyies, Cruttenden and 
Watts; 1 jufUy call thefe frauds confelTid, not only as he knew 1 had traced 
them, but bceaute 1 have this convincing argument to alledge, they never 
would have been brought to credit, but as a conlequence of the ferutiny t 
had begun to make into his condufl; for he had as early as the 29th of 
June, adjuRed the account revenues for die month of April, and clofed the 
credit fide of the account; and the whole was wrote fair, and wanted only 
balaocing and figtilng, and not one of thefe recoUc&cd articles brought 10 
credit. But as almoft every hour comes freiglited with his frauds, it Is my 
duty to lay them before your Honour, Bcc. as they occur. 

Untcram Dut Rood during Mr. ForRer's government, a penfioner on the > 
Cutcherry books, at 20 Rupees per nienfcm, whit^hhe rectived till Mr, 
£yka Rruck him off. In the beginning of -Mr, RoopcFs Zemmdary he 
wa¥ again reilored, ar>d received one month's allowance; but fince that it 
has been received by Metre or Rogu Metre, on pretence of a balance due 

i R from 
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from Untream to the latter, 24 months at 20 Rupees, which Is 460: for 
proof of which the Cutcherry Podar, and Uoteram arc in waiting, 

Tlic 15tli, Gofebeg Jemmautdaar complained to me, that he had not 
received a Cowrie of the wages due to him and ten Peons, that were placed 
as a guard at Govlndpoor Gunge in March laft, to look after tlie rice, RC" 
toUedting a Charge of this kind, 1 turned to that moath's account revenues, 
and found the Company debted for Rs. 232 10 for this fervice, account 20 
fiuckcrfcrrias and two Ponfoys, whereas there were in truth only the Peons 
above mentioned, and i o of the Company's Buckierrias from the different 
Chowkeyson board the Ponfways, and the e^pence of the Ponfways I find 
was paid by Moideb Huzaarah; and though the charge Is continued to the 
Company for two months and four days, yet they were actually no longeron 
this fervice than one month and feven days, — as Gofebeg, Sowanny, Pon- 
fwaar, and Lallmun Mangu, arc now in waitmg to prove. 

By complaint from Nour Cawn, 1 find, that in a long family difpute be¬ 
tween him and his brother Haffein Cawn’s widow, the amount of aioy C. 
Rs. has been coUedled from them both, 200 Sicca Rupees of which were 
received by Metre on account of duty cn raw Jilk, and the reft in fines nei¬ 
ther of which has been Iwought to the Company's credit. The particulars 
of this infamous affair arc too prolix to enumerate to your Honour* &c. 
at prefent, therefore fhall only requeft he may be interrogated as to the fa6t. 

The next article I have to fubmit to your Hon ouPe, 6ec. judgment, is of 
a moft flagitious nature, and at the fame time, will prove as well his perfidi- 
oufiiefs to the Company, as his conneftion with the common robbers, and 
murderers, that have fo many years infefted the fcttlcmcnt: I may too juftly 
fay, under his wing and proteftion, to the lafting Rain 1 fear of our name 
BiHl ^ovcnimciit: About the litter end of April 1750, the Head Pykein- 
Jfsrtiled Covdukam Metre, that he had taken a notorious Decoyt named 
Dbrarn, (coirrmoiUy called Dia) in the houfc of one Moideb Collarry, who 
was likewife known to be connefled with thefe Decoyts. To give your 
Honour, &c, the re.uk of this affair in as few words as poffible, the Head 
Pyke was ofdcre 1 by Metre, to fell Moideb’s houfc and cflFedls, which was 
accordingly done the hilt .T May, the former for 30Q Rupees, and ibc 
latter for two, and the amount C, Rs, 500 paid by the Head Pyke by 
Metre's order to Diar^m Gofc, his relation, and head writer in the Cut- 
cherry, and the murdertr ordered to be rdcafcd. The proof of thefe feils 
are now In writing, and more inilaiKcsof this nature, lhawc ready to pro¬ 
duce againft him, when your H nour, &c. has more Icifurc than you have 
*l prefent to receive them, or than indeed 1 hare at prefent to emimciatc 
them- 


I 
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1 have a fingle obftrvatioii to make to your Honour, &c. on two articles 
contained in Metre's account frauds confeffed; Gyrr Huzreys from 1747 
to 171:1, in that fpace he brings to the credit of the Company on that ac¬ 
count toz 8 Rupees T now from the nature of thmgs, this deduftion muR 
have been always made, more or lefs, from the wages of the BviKcrrics, 

Pykes, &c._But what is become of it? for, with the utmoit diligence, 1 

can trace no credit given on account of this article. 


The article Moorianocc, I believe, may need fome explanation, aa m- 

troduflory to my obfervation on it. On every complaint where a Peon is 
ordered, be receives from the delinquent or defendant three punds of 
Cowries a day, one pund of which he keeps to himfelf, one pond 1 4 
das belongs to the Company under the head of Edack, and the remaining 
fix eundas IS daily colleded apart, out of which the EtJack Mones or writers, 
arc Mid their wages, and the over-plus remains to the Company 1 on account 
of this article. Metre in his account frauds confefled, brings to credit 370 
Rupees from 1749 to 1751, hut as I find no credit ^ven lincc Auguft and 
September i743t on this account, 1 muft conclude a further fraud in this, as 
wdl as the Jail mentioned article: botli which I fubmit to your Honour, 
&c, judgment- 


GOVINDRAM METRE 

To account Cutmah's guards - 

To account frauds confefled —■ ■ 

To account Unteram Dutt 


Dr. 


To account the guard at the Rice gunge — 

To account Nonr Cawn, and HoJTexn Ciwn’s widow 
To account Moideb's boufc and eflPedis — “ 


33 + 

1966 11 9 
460 

. 232 10 
2107 
yco 


Principal C. Rs. 5600 5 9 

1 am moft rcfpcfl fully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant. 


To the Honourable Roger Drake, Efq: Prefidcnt and Governor, &c. 

Council. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, Fort Willlatn, Angtift ay, 1731- 

I Obferve that Govindram Metre has (in two letters under date the i/tli 
and 24th inftant) put in aiilwer to the two firft charges 1 have exhibi'* 
cd acainft him, on which I beg leave to remark, that If he h thus per- 
" R 2 mifed 
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cn^tod to fliifwcr m a long and fallacious narrative, to every finale cha™** 
1 fpreicc a fcnitioy into his condufl may become a wort nf r 
and will be fech a he,vy on my timl Sc JdftI ^ 

liourly atiemian So my office, will by no means admit of hi 
replying to fuch anfwers will be abfobtely necefTarv or oJir ho^n 
m=ftc„ mey be ™poM by ,bc fpcci J™fs efS^dr “S" 

, T ‘^T, » the cod of ihe ^haSer 

I charges I Jay againft him confiil not in argument but fa^^■-: ^ h" k • 

tZheJ^b^ 

p^ft«tfortdr™““rubfe,“„ “r 

d J. »"e td'^Sooe fli:£^■"-- 

00 the fele of the ,□ be his eonlUnt method Jf Wife ^ “ h' 

ncll koew none ducll gire them intelligeiiceof their real wnnh 
pofiocnoo your Honour. &e. io this ®s“mentTSt 

rremely audacious ; he fays he alwavs advif^d rh B/ ■ ^hiugex* 

-Why, Gentlemen! the Pottahs bv which h^ r. the larms, 

^Sttw^TCtodZ''’'”'™' r - ^vZe 

ihofc. whereby he caL ffiem to hinStir Tn a'fiahiofi^mc % with 
our honourable employers : can your Honour &c. WAn^a ^^ 

ol matchiefs fraud and iniquity than this ? I think not 1 dare"l^^l*fh°ii 
meet vour concurrence in viwinir tr thpt ;. a 11 • ' ^ ^ 

- he gsve mom fee [h“ fix S „ ^Ppt^llattoos. p fm,i,e, ft , 

this 1 admits and moft rem^k ^“‘•hafore; 

degree the nnce<i rrt? f ^ advancing fometimcs, in a triflm» 

osfiS = bi;r ait/Z’hf ™ roAt; f "“"f ■- 

next years, than be eave in i-rsae, :□? T inr the iix farms the two 
refer your Honour, to my^imer under^e n 

wilinbferve, for three of them he gives lef^ nav thoi-bT^ 
the three on his own account at a JiJgbcr rate b j^fn 

m 1749. ^s^io the dedueibn of the dufiiicary, or lo per cent ^for'rh^ 
Z:mindar, jt does not appear to me in anv decree nmr, m u ^ ^ 

negha levying this fea-fLm tbofe 10 whom heVncKefI;'^"‘ 
account; which.he might dp as iuiljy hdevied thp " his own 

jc-ar, notwithftaiiJing the reifons hv which he attoainrc T *heJaii: 

O. power x„d oppreffioo, Ift mlio-uates my I«vit./ouX'c„|fBlzt 
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in my fecond lift wUhdefign, as kaowing he loft by that Bazar; that I 
not capable of fo unworthy adefign, is manifeft from my mentioning n m 
mv firft lift; and adly, becaufe I know, and will prove, he neiihtr loft or 
eJncd by it in the year 1749 1750 j but that he gain^cd 40 Rupees by 

it in 17cI, when he took it at 177 Rupees, and farmed it out again to 
Purpuram at 217 Rupees. He may with equal truth fay, it .s with dcfign., 
in the calculate of his wages, where 1 charge him 9696, inftcad of 84S4 ; 
which Is aa manifeft a miftake. as my leaving out the other Buzar m my 
fecond lift ** He that c^ery Rajah*& and 2emmdar s Duan, over the 
“ whole kingdom, is indulged with fume fartps for his own prolit; as he 
■* cannot, from his wages, keep up the equipage and attendance ucctlTary 
« for an-officer in his ftation." This is calculated to deceive elicwherc, as 
he mull know your Honour, ficc. is better acquainted with the nature of 
this government. Wc know it is a very ufual tiling for a Duan. or a Duan’a 
Niak to reprefcot to their principal, that fuch or fuGh a farm or portion of 
land produces fuch an annual profit, and foUcits that he may hold it Uim- 
felf- but it is as well known, that if he is detcaed in concealjng the real 
profits, or holds them clandeftindy in others names, or « ^und gmity of 
opprefliDg or esafting from the people more than the eftabhftied duties, the 
lafl], fetters, imprifonment, and confifeation, are the immediate conic- 
ruence; one crime fully proved againft him implies the whole, and be is 
treated accordingly. To inftance one that Metre is perfcftly acquainted 
•with.—About 15 years ago. Sahib Ray. was Duan to Kntichond R^a ; 
this Duan had a Niab, or deputy, named Gopce Sing, who was conviaed 
of holding farms clandeftindy, of opprdling the people, and of pcri^- 
trating other crimes now laid to the charge of Govind^m Metre ; hia 
punilhment was very remarkable; for alter feverdy fuffermg the lafti, 
chains, imptifpnment, and confifeation, be was fiicd in the public highly, 
and ^n order illUcd for every pafienger to kick him on the i^d, under 
which mifcrable filuatipn he expired. As Metre s mvn confeffion j Ipqaks 
his having plundered agreeably to the ma^ms of his own nation, iojlie 
himfelf has pointed out. that the laws of. his own nation ought to be the 
mealhreof his puniftiment; and I am much deceived, if ywt Honour, &c. 
will not find in the end, that his crimes are in no fhape rnf^rjor to ihofe,of 
Gopce Sing's. As to his infiouaiions touching equipage apd attendance, I 
know not, that from the nature ,of his epiplgy. m this iLitil^mcnt, he rvas 
iniitled to cither, in the ftnfc he would imply : How and by what mems 
he had accumulated a judicial power in the place, ten times greater than 
jiine-tenihs of his mafters, is a point 1 wtll nrt- difeurs; Imt certain it if, 
that his acquiring any was foreign to his llatiou, which unctly was no 
mote than a bead fervant of* the atid-a-iup,eri,utc:ndan.t of the 

writers and other fervauts employed in die revenues j which ftauon feme 
Qr.e Of other muft fill, without dtc ^taft tieccflity ol his gaming power, 

name. 
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namf, or equipage at lead T will ifcnture to aflure jrour Honour, See. 
none flial!, whilll 1 have the botioor of being at the head of the office. 

Metre ohjedls to my charatng him ten years on the fix. farms; to which 
1 fiy, that where a fraud of three years is proved upon him, f fee no in- 
'■ jufticc in concluding, that fraud was Extended further, when the means 
were equally in his power, though perpetrated, pofTibly, by different 
methods. In this, I am fure, I treat him itridtly conformable to his own 
laws, which hiniTelf has pleaded in his favouri but this charge I wdl 
fuj-thcr iiluftrate to your Honour In fimilar in (lances, where his clandefhne 
gains have been much greater than thofe already laid before you. The 
Nimmuck Mahal, or halt Farm, was farmed by Narratun Bifwef!, at 
165 r I a 6 in the year 1751, under a flrift ffiptilation and order of the 
Zemindary, that he was to levy a duty on that article only of 1^4. annacs 
per cent, when his year expired. Metre fent for one Ramram Bofc, 
whom he took into his fervice, and placed in the management of that farm, 
telling him, the duty was now to be colkfted on the Company's account, 
with orders to let him know, at the end of two or three months, what it 
produced: this produce amounting, in the months of Novtrnber, Decem¬ 
ber, and January, to between 900 and 1 coo Rupees, Metre takes the farm 
to bimfelf, in the name of one Conju Bofe; and as an in (lance of his 
mierit and vigilance, advances to the Company 152 4 3 more than it 
farmed-at the year before j this farm has ever (ince been in his hands, in. 
tiftitious names, at a fmall annual advance; and he has, according to my 
' information made in thefe 10 or 11 years, a profit of at leafl 40,000 Ru- - 
.pees on this farm- die proofs of this mull in Ibme degree reft with your 
Honour,'&c- by ftriftly ordering the Amdanny and Ruffianoy accounts, or 
imports and exports of that article, to be laid before the Committee. 
"When this farm was laft year put ap to public falc, by order of Mr Bur¬ 
row, your Honour, &c- may remark, it rofc from 2400 to 4034 Rupees; 
i ftrong proof of the frauds committed in it, ^ 

The Vermin bn Farm produced in 1738, Rupees 412; in 1739 Metre 
■ takes it at 200 j and it has been in his hands daudeftinely, in the names 
of his fervants, ever (ince, and only raifed to 225, His profits on this farm, 

I am informed, during thefe 13 or 14 years, amount to Rupees 30,000 at 
feaft; the proof of which mail like wife, as in the laft article, reft on your 
Honour, &c. by ordering him to lay the accounts of both, on his 4 th, 
before the committee. 

In the duty on Chinam, timbers, and fale of boats, I find, by oxtrafts 
hom the^cralAftammces Books, Rupees 960 2 colleftcd byConnoram 
. Tageor, ffotn November lift to June inclufive, of which there is only 

brought 
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Ar«,l>, Un.lg».. t”[It 

been thas defrauded m the annu ^ l^avc 

they were fold (h<^«ver left ,i, fonyto advife yo^r 

been brought to iheir ere It i f^r having ordered thrbeft 

Honourp &c. that has not _ _ account current, a ftate- 

Moortes I could employ- to draw ou . J J ^ 

rnentof the yearly amount of the^ott^ f 

ErsttriS-i™ 

tob. W^c poffiKt., of hU injoringth. 

truft repofed in hun. 


I have nothing more to troubfe J^p^dlbarrcd inf^aing 

anfwcrof the 17th, he might think neceffary for his 

any book whatever m the Cutcherry, ^ fi any copies from thence 

he pleafes. His letter of thej+th «eds ^ fo, ^.owa 

whoUy depends on proofs ^hat his frauds are too obvious 

part, 1 muftonce more repeat my P ■ * them will appear ia . 

to afford a doubt; but the ^ oointf out to me an expedient for your^>|g 
the incrcarc of the ^ ^ tndEment cacrics great equity 

Honour, ficc/s deliberation, that "‘I' _ i^iouFtafk, which muft relult * 

with it/and would rave us from » 
from a particular enquiry into every arhde ot his irau 


ittcntlon, *we {hall bt^ ablt i manaeenicnt; nomithfbnding 

as has been mad. good and fffficknt fecuriiy to refund 

virhkh, I would propofc, th i g * ^ ^ on two years revenues, com- 

wo-tbit* of ,odtlKb«tertocfljo.-ieic> «hatfam 

menesngfrom the brlt 01 ju y , fanoofe a medium increafeof 

he fh.U b. obliged » give f “ff • * J 7 .f *dl no. be. ond yet the 
30.000 Rupees. '^.,3, ,*o-lbiid5^of whkb (hall he deemed 

poor in defrauded of, wbUft the revenues 

fom <h= C^mpmy has been “'^y wBl be in .he :nm of 

have been under ins ion lot . Honour, Sc. will think me .00 

560,000 Rupees. 1 am eiraid ^ indulgent 
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indulgent to Metre iriithis propofiitbn, as there will hq fo e^Jnliderehle a loft 
of interefl to the Company: howOver^ J will fubinit Ir, as it is, m yeur 
dererminatioti. Touching the exaniinatiori in coufjeU of Ajiderani Dur 
ar.d Rogu Metre, 1 beg to be indulged a few words more, juft to obiirve 
that the coiitcftcd accounts between them arc foreign to my charge ■ it is 
Enough that it is fupported by the confcfiion of;. RogUrMcirq; and £e dcpo 
fujons ot Anderam Dut, and Bulram Potlar j ,fp that I miin: iiiit be of 
opinion, the Company ha:ye ail undoubted daim on Roju Metre for the 
fs'titicher he, nor any one elfc, in. my judgment ran be 
juftified in making a property of the Company lo rdmbuffe themfdvds' 
even lupfxifing he had^any juft demand on Apdpr^m,; which,! have tod 
rauchiieafon to bcJrcvc -svas oot the c^^^ I remaio,,moft:refpeafully„ ■ 

Ifonourable’Sir and Sirs, ' ^ 

s’ ^ : 

. Your moft obedieiit imptUe fervaot, 

P. 5 . Since my clofing the above. myMoories have bfought mc m Aeif 
report of the deficiencies in the duty on exportation of Rice, by which I 
j Company defrauded of Rupees 8605? 8 6 from Ad no ,7,8^ to 

frauds confcfTcd. I ermtt me to remark, that Its, Metre has been hardv 
enough to embezzlefucb cOEiJiderable funis on , thefarnis, and on this 

though both under the check 
of an Englifh reglfter, what bounds can. we fuppdfc reftralncd him duriO? 

14 years on the whole of the revenues, when he had no 
If ^ «n trace no Cutcherry accounts prior to 

accounts of the Gu^gc before it was farmed I am 
told they were waftied away m the great ftorm ^ , and if [ enquire for any 

' the revenues; antecedent to the above year 1 ar^ 

told the White Ants have dtfkoyed'thcm- / ^r» A am 

I am, {ut fupra.) 

To the Honbuhble Roger D^«, E/q. Prefident end Governor of Fort 

William, &c. Couilcil. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

ift. T N obedience to your commands touching our Honourable Maftt-rc 

J 6th Jahiiary 1752, I now lay before you the rcfult 
my enquiries into tly: particulars relative to tbJ office of^he 

Zemmdary. and ftate of the Company's revenues; but as a ltru[lnv %7 tS' 
ind ismtirely new, and accompanied with very few traces to guide me in 

- ^ the 
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"‘- ‘the rearc'h, your Honour, &c. 1 hope will not ihmklhave been tnr.’y in 
the executian of your orders. As tlic t-fl-; aligned Ji^s reaVIy been i 
very heavy, thou-h nectiTary one, yet 1 have had ihb l.tufaaion attriK..ng 
It, that thereby the Company’s revenues will m future be put on tuen a 
footing that it will be fcarcely poflihle for further depr*.Nations lo he nuUe 
on them of any confequence, as not only the board, but every [uccecding 
Zemindar, may at any time, and at view, acfiulre a kno.s l.ctge ot everv 
branch of the Company’s duties. The accounts of which, ti. tne mjnutt.f 
article, are now kept in'Englim, by which means the Prclidctu and C oimcil 
will have it in their power, to be a conftant check upon the Zemiudur, ai 
colledlor of the rcvLfiues, and the Zemind:tr cm the fubordinato tenants ot '' 
the Cutcherry, to whole management (from ibc fluaualing poll ot the j 

Zemindar, his deficiency in ihcbnguage, and the want of lame wor^ or j 

this kind) the revenues have in a manner been abandoned, thougu un- j 
avoidably fo, from the above caufes. 

ad. A reply to the latter part of our Honourable Mafters firlf paragrapli 
will with more propriety come from your Honour, &c. howci^r ] imift 
beg tea^vc juffc to give you n^y theughts on th€ Inbieft, whcri pofTibly may 
coincide with yoiiir owtij oiherwife yon will doubtkf^ snort 1 Lilly 

and correft me where you think I may have erred. to a rehearing of 
any matter determined in the Cutcherr}', to a certain value, 1 fubmit it to 
your Honour, See. whether an eftablilhcd order of rule of Cutcherry to 
this purport, would not be attended with the utmoft inconvenience; for as 
thefe people arc beyond doubt the mofl litigious people exiting, ins as. 
cert.dn that no caufc to that value would ever be determined without a 
rehearing. At the fame time, permit me to obierve, that it is hardly to be 
imagined a Zemindar would refufe to rehear any caufc, upon proper rc- . 
prefentations made to him ; but our Honourable Mafiers will be convinced, 
from copy of the judicial proceedings tranfmltted them, that the Zemindar 
who nurfues the fame method, will need little check or^ his judgments 
regarding property; for it will there appear an invariable rule, to have 
every caufc determined by arbitrators of the parties own chufing, unkis in 
claims fo obvious as to admit of no conteft, fuch as tbofe arifing on mort¬ 
gages, See, or thofe of very fmall value, where the parties are lo indigent 
as not to be able to pay the fees on the arbitration bbnds. And when the 
arbitrators happen to be equally divided in their judgments, the Zemindar 
interferes no farther tivan in nomin sting an umpire, whofliall be acceptable 
to both parties; but if objeSed to by either, then each to nominate an 
umpire, and chance to determine; but an inftance of this laft kind has not 
happened iince I have been in the office. Wherever it appears that the 
Zemindary embezzles the Company's revenues, oppreffes the people, or is 
guilty of corruption in his judicial proceedings, our Honourable Mafters 

5 has'tt 
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have left it to your Honour, &c. the redreffing thefe evils, by fufpending*' 
him from hh pofli but an appeal from his judgments I do not think the 
nature of the office will admit of, as they are put in execution as Toon as 
pronounced ; but if your Honour, &c. think otherwife, I fliall moft chear- 
fully Aibmit to any orders you (hall tranrmii me on that head. Our Ho¬ 
nourable Mailers, by ordering an Hnglilh regider of the proceedings and 
fines to be regularly kept, and iVom time to time to be laid before you, and 
directing the alTIllants to attend on Cutcherry days, appear to me to have 
been the bed checks on the Zemindar that could have been devifed ; to 
which permit me to recommend to your Honour, &c. that you ifTue an 
o:J(;r from the board, that noZfmindar in future prefume todeterminc any 
caufe privately at ins own houfe, but in public Cutclierry, as tile contrary 
pradicc may give a latitude to much initjuity, 

jd. Under your Honour’s, &c. influence and orders, the intentions of 
our Honourable Mailers as fet forth in their fecond paragraptT, are already 
in part put in executiim. The farms have been fold at public outcry, 
agreeable to their indruftions, and the poor are relieved by remicting fix 
of the lowed farms, as producing little more to the Company than diferedit. 
The fcafon being now arrived for meafuring the ground, my utmod care 
and attention (hall be employed in putting our Honourable Maders orders 
on that head in execution. In conformity to your Honour, &c. orders, I 
have made the flrldlcft feruttny into the feveral charges of Banians, writers, 
and other fervants of the Cutcherry, under the denomination of Pikes, 
Peons, and Bucklerriesj alfo the charge of Chowkey Boats i and for the 
reduction made in thefe articles, I refer you to the fevetal monthly accounts 
revenues for July, Augud, September and Oflobcr, ready to be laid before 
you, as fbon as the months of May and June are paiTed in council: I have 
allb made the like ferutiny into the heavy charge of repairing the roads, 
drains, &c. and making and repaying the fcveral Cutcherry, and Chowkey 
houfes, tlie exorbitancy of which will bed appear from the future charges 
in thefe particulars. And to illudrate the benefit arifing to our Hon Durable 
Employers from your orders touching the mouthly charges Zetnindary, I 
beg leave to inform your Honour, &c, that I have taken the medium of ■ 
the bd itirce years nominal and real current charges of this office, as being 
the lowed, and find it.amountto Current Rupees 29818 per annum ; the 
charge of fervants under every denomination and Chowkey Boats dands for 
Odlobcr reduced to 1567 Rupees per menfem, (or thereabouts, for it is 
impoflibje to Ipecify within five or ten Rupees) or 18804 Current Rup'°es 
per annum ; to this I will add the large allowance of 1200 Rupees per 
annum, account repairing the roads, and making and repairing the 
fcveral Cutchcrrics and Chowkey houfes, and other incidental charges ^ 
which ma ics the whole annual charges Zemindaty amount only to 20,004. 

Rupees, 
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Rupees, from which I think it cannot vary 200 Rupees Thua 1 have the 
pleafure of demonftrating to your Honour, &c. an annual faving of near 
10,000 R upees. A nd if the prefent charge can in any fha pe, with propriety, 
be further reduced, my utmort endeavours fliail not be want ng. In regard 
to the laft part of this paragraph, and part of the third, I have only to 
obferve to your H nour, &c, for the information of our Honourable Ma- 
fters, that the DiiiTutary, or to per Cent, on the annua! fa!e of the farms, 
from the beft intelligence I can acquire, has been exadled from the farmers, 
(I believe with the knowledge of the board) by every Zemindar (Mr. Jack- 
fon excepted) as an eflablifhed fee or perquifite j but how this cuiloin ob¬ 
tained, or by what appointment it became eflabllfhed, 1 cannot learn. Be 
this as it may, it will require very few words to demon/irate, the Compa¬ 
ny have fufFered this dedudion on their farms for 13 or 14 years, and that 
they, and not the farmers, have been the lolers. The value affixed to 
each farm has been in current rupees % but the DufTutary collcdled has been 
always in Madrafs Rupees, (the Gunge excepted) which is adding 10 per 
Cent, upon ^he DufTutary. This article is now brought to the credit of 
the Company, and points out another gain of current Rupees 645-, as 
per account fales of the farms 20th Oilober, already before you. 1 have 
only to add, that every Cutcherry allowance, fee, and perquilite, formerly 
appropriated to the Zemindar, aie now alfo duly brought to llie Company's 
credit, 

4th, Our Honourable Mafters 5th paragraph remains now only to be 
fpoke to, wherein we arc diredled to tranfmlt them a particular defcriptlDn 
of the feverpi branches of duty belonging to the Ze mind ary, with the feve- 
ral articles of revenue, under the itifpedhion of the Zemindar, and explain 
the nature of them. To make this deferiprion the more intelligible, I 
think it expedient to divide the whole of the Company's revenues under 
three heads j viz. Ground-rent, Farms, and the feveral duties arifing on 
articles not farmed, but collcfted daily, and ariling from the current tran- 
fadlions of the Cutcherry. Touching the firfl bead, f imagine I fhall have 
cccafion to addrefs your Honour, &c. largely, when f have compleared the 
meafurement of the ground ; lb that what I lay before you t ow on this 
fubje^l, 1 take as flanding at prefent on the Cutcherry books, and would 
only have i: cfleemed as a fliort introdudlion to that period. 

* The town of Calcutta is divided into four principal dilln'dbs, under the 
denominations of Tfre Caicutta, (under which yobu Nagorf is included) 
Gevis^i/^oore, Sect a Nutty, and Bazar Calcutta i to each of which, and to 
the great Bazar, are appropriated a diftinft Cutcherry, whofe accounts are 
all tranfmitteri to, and center in the great Cutcherry of Dee Calcutta. 
Thefe four diflridls contain 54724 Rega of ground, (each containing 20 

S 2 Cotta) 
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Cotta) on which the Company receive ground-rent at ^ Ficci Rupees per "" 
Bega per annum, fomc few places cxcepttd, hereafter to be fpedded, whkh 
pay a lefs rent, Exclufivc of the above 54 7 ^^ ^ega, the Company poiTefs 
733 Bcga, which pay no ground-rent. The diftribution of ground that 
pays rent, and that which pays none, is as follows, viz. 


Gmuad-rent rsteiTfd 0 i 3 
Cott 4 + 

Drt CalcQtw 170 ^ I ConEiining houfts 341 a 
£<xHmNiitty li6T j i - - -p - ^374 

751 

6 cS 

173 
El 

S3 


OdVtndp^rt 1044 13 i 
Ba^;iT CAjcLitTj jdo i 4 
John Nagore 32B i -f- 

Bang Buxar - 57 17 ^ 

Lott Btrxw ‘ 10 q 

ijxAtolc Elixir ^ i ^ 


547 * o i 
731 


Totil of thc^ 


Fotta's, Or houfea ^411 
Each patra cr 
honfe 

OB tB aterag^ 
fbioctlimg Oicrrt 
of I Belaud 
Cotta of GiOLin'i 
L r. j j Bi 


Groiifid an whkli no R-enC U rwlved* 
Efgi Cotta 

GroDnd ntxopied *^7 t 3 ie 1 - 

Ctimpanj i ^ ^ 

Dc^nationa - - * j 6 11 

Cli«rch« - - - 7 ^ 

Moon Morque-i - - Ig 7 i 

To GcfiuM idols ^ ^ - ^3 ^3 

Givon to fufidry Bnimifla J+x 
Ditto to the Gentoo Fl^t 14 i a 
Ditto to the Minors diiio - 
GiDuitdi botigJil b/ 1 

d^vfrtiE persons fo > 18 i: 

make Tanka J 

ladulgcncci - - i 3 10 | 

733 


Within the Company’s bounds, there is alfo ground pofleffed by propri¬ 
etors, independant of our Government, to the amount of about 3050 Bega, 
according to the exiifteft eftlmate I can at prefent make, viss. 

The diflrlfl of Simtea - 1000 

Molunga - Hoo 
Mirzapoor 1000 
Hogulcourea 550 


B. 3050 


Thcic 3050 Bega, calculated agreeably to the foregoing proportion, will 
be found to conuin 5267 houfes; which, added to thofe under the Com¬ 
pany’s prolcdtion, will make the whole amount of houfes 14718, 1 add 

them together, becaufe they equally contribute to the confumption of thofe 
articles, on which the Company’s revenues arife. The Independence of 
the above 4 diftridls arofe from the tow'os originally belonging to different 
proprietors j and when the Pltirmaund gave ma grant to purchafe ihefc 
towns, with the rcllridtion of fatislying the ZeminHars, fume of them 
could not be prevailed upon to alienate theirs: Itj that in confequence they 
have remained diftinft and independant ever fiiice. The proprietors of 
the above 14718 houfes, for dilUndlou fiike, 1 will call Principal Tenants, 
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-br Holden of Pottasj who have again their lodgers or under* tenanf? with¬ 
in the limits of their reffeaive Potias, in t he be ft 

average, a-reeablv to the exa^eft judgment 1 can make, as w ell as the be It 

feffes I Begaof ground, has five under-tenants who hold of him, 

fore, adding the 3050 Bcga contained in the four mdependatit 

the 5472 Bega, the property of the Company, the vvholc amount of 

will be^ScaaV^tid this again multiplied by fix, vvdl give the number of 

houfes thlt arc properly in Calcutta, -iv^* 51132 i and th«s fum again muC 

liplied by 8, a very moderate cftimaie of the tnhabitanis 

houfe it gives the number of fouls in Calcutta, vtz, 409056 con 

San .Without reckoning the multitude that daily come in and return, 

but yet who add to the confumption of the place. I will 

Hour, &c. at prefent on this fuhjea. no farther than juft to^reduce the Bcga 

into EngUfb meafure, and point out to our feet 

ground they poffefs in tlus fetilement. 1 he Bega ts m length 126 ^ tcet 

which, mukiplled into Ltfelf, gives 16,002 ^ 

acre contains fijuare feet 43,560: therefore a Bcga is to an Acre, as 367 to 

1000, or as 11 to 30 the neareft, 

rth. The farms come next under confideration i and firft of the Gunge, or 
windy Bazar, fiiuated in the diftria of Govindpoore* Touching tlm arude, 
fcTu obtain no accounts prior to the year 1738^ accounts of 

it being (as 1 am told) deftroyed in the great ftorm. This farm has pro¬ 
duced to the Company, fiuce it was firft farmed, as follows, v:s:. 


1738 — 6501 
^73 9 

1740 — 9025 

1741 — 6655 

1742 — 6655 

*743 “ 7 ^*^® 
1744— 8500 

1745 — * * 

62(41 


Brought forward Rs 62641 

1746 — 15 201 

1747 — J7002 
174 K — 18203 
1749 — >4004 

1750 — 10100 

1751 •— 12010 
1732 — 22760 


Current R* 169921 The medium 11328 
- perann. 

The fevcral ankles on which a duty is colleOed at the Gung^^. RtcCi 
Paddy. Cram, aud all «1,« kiads of Gram , as a fo o., Toba^ fee. 
Matts Poultry. Ba, Leaves. Thread, Seeds. Cloth, 0.1, Gunnys, O,po Is, 
SeSs BestkMt eaporad : in ftort, on every ankle that cturrrs '■'•■hm • re 
dlnomSon of common food, or the common neeeirrrres of We The 

duty eolleftcd by the Farmer of the Gunge on Rrce, at i Muond pc 





pec, IS the ncarefl 8 per cent, and on every other article 3 Pices SJcca 
Rupee, or i Rupee 9 Annaes per Cent, Concerniog this farm^ 1 fhall 
trouble your Honour, &c. with nothing more here, as I (hall again fpeak 
to it in fome general remarks on the farms, after I have particularized each 
of them, to which 1 fiiill now proceed in the order of their (ales the 20th 
of October lad. 


6th, Soota Nutty Market, and Suba Buzar, have yielded, lince they 
were firft farmed, as follows, viz. 


— 3504 

Brought forward Rs—30115 

» 7.?9 35^9 

17+6-— 4171 

t 740 — 3997 

J 747 '-- 4370 

r 74 i — 4012 

I 74 S— 442i 

— 3532 

*749-*- 4599 

* 7+3 — 375a 

1750— 4S49 

* 74 + - - 399 * 

1751-' 5000 

1745 — 4392 

*752— 7510 

30115 

Current Rs 65037 Medium perann. 


-4835 JZt. 

Soota Nutta Market Is held twice a Week, viz. on Thurfdays and Sundays, 
on vvhich aDuty is celleded by the Farmer, viz. ^ * 

Retailers of Cowrees 
Cotton Thread 
Apodiecaries Shops 
Oil - ditto 
Hard-ware ditto 
Tyar - ditto 
Milk - - ditto 

Jaggfee - - ditto 
Sweetmeat • ditto 
Smiths - - ditto 
Silverfmith ditto 
Beetle - ditto 

Thefe fcveral articles have an eftablidicd charge or rate, from one Gun, 
da of Cowries to 6 Fund ptr diem, on each (hop, bundle, bag, or piece' 
according to the different value and fpecies of goods. ° V * 


Chinani Shops 
Tobacco ditto 
Fire-wood ditto 
Straw 
Matts 
Bamboos 
Braziers Shops 
Bectlenut ditto 
Greens 
Sugar-canes 
Plantien Shops 
Tamarind ditto 


Cucumber’s Shops 

Fiflimoogers 

Trees 

Roafted Rice Shops 
Weavers - ditto 
Potters - ditto 
Salt ■ - - ditto 

Cloth - •- ditto 
Rice - - ditto 

Ventfon - ditto 
Shoe-makers ditto 
Paddy 


Gram, - - ' 
Horfe ditto, | 
Muilard Seed, 
Wheat, - - J 


Imported from Hougley, and other places up the River, 
pays 6 Gundas of Cowrees on each Rupee. 


Gif, 
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Oil, Ghee, Gram, Wheat, imported from Arung Gotta, each boat 
3 Madrafs Rupees. Gram imported from the country round, pays 6 Pice 
on each Sicca Rupee, or 3 R. a per Cent, 

Sugar, on each Bag, - - - 2 Annaes, 

Ghee, on each Dupper, - _ 6 Ditto, 

Honey, on each Ditto, - - - 2 Ditto. 

Coarfe Pa. goods pay a duty from 4- to 15 Gundas on each piece. Rice 
retailers pay 15 Chitants, or 44th of a Seer, on each Rupee worth, 

1 have been the more particular on this market, tbatlrnay not be under 
the necefllty of fpecifying fo minutely the articles on which the duty is col- 
, ledted in the other markets and bazars, as they arc nearly the fame j and the 
• fame edimatitin of duty will in, general hold with very little difference; only, 
for the information of fuch of our Honourable Mailers as have not been 
converfant with thefe parts, I will add, that a Gurida is 4 Cowries, 20 
Gundas i Fund, 16 Funds 1 Cowand, and 2 Cowands, lO, 12, or 13 Funds, 
(according to the value of Cowries) make one Rupee Arcot, Soota Nutty 
market, and Suba Bazar, have been generally held by the fame perfon, as 
the one may be called the key to the other: and if in different hands, 
would occahon cndlefs dlfputes; ’the articles on which a duty is colletSed 
in Suba Bazar are nearly the fame as in the market, though in a lefs quart-’ 
tity, and in a more retail way. 


7th, Conncflcd with the foregoing Market and Bazar, are the follow¬ 
ing feven farms j for they have been generally, for the above reafons, held 
by the fame perfon, as being all in the diftn<ft of Sooty Nutty, though 
fold feparately, and now in one Sot ■, viz. Baag Bazar Market, Baag Bazar, 
Charles Bazar Market, Charles Bazar, Doohaparrah Bazar, Hauicolla Ba¬ 
zar, and Soota Nutty's burthen’d O-vicn. Thcfc different Markets and Ba¬ 
zars have produced, from their being firft fanned, as follows: viz. 


A« 1738 - 1255 

1739 - 1364 

1740 - 589 

1741 - 627 

1742 - 1891 

1743 - ^845 

>744 - tS79 
>745 ' »959 


*>389 


. c 


Brought forward R*i - 11389 

1746 - 1560 

1747 “ ' 5‘9 

T748 * 1612 

1749 - '697 

1750 - ' 73 * 

175* - >761 

’ 1752 - 2001 

Current Rs 23271 Medium 1551 64 

per ann. 


The 





needlefs troubling your Honour^ &c- with the particulars. Soota Nutty's 
Raora Pacha, or burdened.Oxen, is levied as follows i 

Every tenant who keeps oxen, to convey merchandize out and into the 
town, pays the farmer, 8 a. 6 p. per each oxen, per annum; with 
thefe exceptions, that thofe employed in the Salt Trade pay only 6 a. 
6 p. per annum each ; and thofe employed to import and export Meal, 
pay only 3 Annaes Sicca each, per annum, 

Sth, The Great Bazar, under the dirtriil of Dec Calcutta, is farmed 
out in three partitions, (but gcocrally held by tlie fame peribn) under the 
heads of, ift, Jow Bazary, or duty on greens, filli, roots, pan?, &c.' com¬ 
mon necclTaries of life, as to food and u ten fils, zdly, Iron, gee, fugar,' 
bectlenut, &c. merchandize. And 3dly, the duty of Koyally or Jouldury. 
The fir ft of thefe is farmed in November with the reft of the f-irms, but 
the ad and 3d in April. The Jow Bazary has produced, flnce it was firft 
farmed, viz. 

A* 1733 - 1^50 Brought forward Rs - 


1746 * aiS.T 

1747 - “*85 

1748 - aafts 

1749 - Z460 

J750 - 3400 

1751 * 2600 

175a - 3500 


1739 - ZC29 

1740 - t 98 Q 

1741 - 1765 
174 ^: - i£d 4 

17+3 - ^S 9 + 

1744 - atjoy 
>745 ' 2307 




Current R* - 33091 Medium 2206 r 
— — --- * per ann. 


The duties collected by tlie farmer on the above mentioned articles are 
nearly in the fame proportion as fpecified in my 6th paragraph. 


The ad partition of the Great Baz.ir is the duty on iron, gee, fugar, &c. 
the Pattah for which, as well as for the Jouldary, docs not expire til! April 
next. This Farm has produced, fince it was firlt farmed, as follows, viz. 


A® 1738 - t tOT 


Brought forward R» - 4568 


>739 - t >55 
J740 - I I 56 
1741 - M 55 


X742 - 1250 
>545 • 1150 
1744 - rioo 


4563 


Carried forward Current R* 8i63 


r 


A’ 1745 







r >45 1 

Brought forward R* - Brought forward R« - rj5?s 

A« 1745 ■ *749 * 1367 

J746 - <347 *750 ^ 

*747 - 1343 * 75 * - 210P 


174S 


*35*5 


17^2 • 2190 

Curreni Rs 


20754 Medium^ g 7 
- per ann. 


Iron pays a duty of 
BalUforc Stone Dlfhcs pay 
Ditto - Ditto Cups, 
Beetlenut pays a duty of 


R. A. P. 

* >5 ^ 
r6 00 

800 
J *5 3 


both when imported and exported, 
per I OC DIHies. 
per 100 Cups. 

per cent, both imports and exports. 


Pepper, Copper, Tootenague, Lead, Dammer, Cotch, Chanks, pay a 
duty of 2 per cent, on imports and exports. 

Sugar pays 4 Annaes, per each Oxen Load of 2 Bags, 

Gee pays 8 Annaes, 6 Funds per each Oxen Load. 

Honey, Wheat and Wax, 2 per ccm. on imports and exports. 

Oil and Jaggrcc, 2 Seer, per each Oxen Load, and 5 Pand for each Ox. 

Ophirim, 2 per cent. 

Rice and Grain imported* 2 Seers, 8 Chittack, per each Oxen Load, 

Ditto, Ditto, exported, i Seer. 4 Chittack, pur Rupee. 

Gram, imported, pays 6 Funds, J Cowrie, per Rupee. 

Turmerick, Ginger, Sandle Wood, Red Lead, Long Pepper* Saltpetre, 
Lack, Gunnys, &c. fundries, pay a duty a per cent 

Tobacco inaported, pay 2 Annaes* 3 Pg, per Oxen Load- 

Ditto, exported, 2 per cent, and 2 Funds oi'Cowries for each Ox. 

Brafs Plates, pay a duty of S Annaes per Maund* on both imports and ex¬ 
ports. 

loih. The third partition of the Great Buzar, farmed in the Month of 
April, is the Jouldary* or Weighman's duty, of 1 Seer, 4 Chittacks, per 
Rupee, levied on all Rice, Paddy, Gram, Wheat, tec. Grain irnported 
in the Great Buzar. This duty has produced to the Company, fince the 
firft farming j wz. 


A® 1738 - 

726 

Broughi forward* 

Rs 

6873 

*739 ■ 

■ 7*7 

1746 


1164 

1740 - 

716 

*747 

- 

1164 

1741 > 

73 * 

1748 

- 

itSo 

1742 - 

■ uoS 

1749 

* 

[219 

* 74-3 ■ 

700 

*750 

- 

*337 

*744 * 

' 1035 

* 75 * 

- 

1900 

*745 ■ 

■ **39 

1752 


1900 


6873 

Current 

Rs 

*6737 


Medium 11 [5 2 

per ano, 

Govitidpwe 







T 
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Govindpoore Market^ Beggum Bazar, and GoJ^oHab are fold b 

one bt, and have been generally held by the fame perfon, as lying nearly 
contiguous to each other. They have produced to the Company, fince 
their being fir ft farmed, as follows, viz. 

Brought forward, 9906 
- 156; 

1747 • 1708 

174S ~ iS 63 

1749 - £04® 

1750 - 2100 

1751 - J905 

17^2 - 2J05 

Current Rs 23407 Medium 1560 6 4 


Govindpoore Market is held twice in a week, viz, on Tuefdays and Sa¬ 
turdays i and the articles on which a duty is levied by the Farmer are near¬ 
ly the fame as in Soota Nutty Market 5 the duties from 4 Gundas 10 6 P. 
10 G. on each piece, bundle, bafket, or thop, per diem, according to the 
different value, confumption, or eftimation of the goods. 


lath, L^UBuzar, and Santefe Baaar, fituate in thediflriit of Dee Cal¬ 
cutta, have yielded to the Company} viz. 


A" 1738 

- 1584 

Brought forward, Rs 14823 

>?39 

- 1780 

1745 - J635 

17+0 

’ 1857 

J747 - 1560 

1741 

- 1640 

1748 • 1720 

1742 

- 1792 

1749 - 1840 

’743 

‘ 4^55 

17^0 - 2000 

1744 

■ 3255 

1751 - 2090 

’745 

> i£6q 

1752 - 1855 


14823 

Current Rs 27523 Medium 183412 9 


■ per arm. 

The articles and dudes nearly the fame as already particularized in the 
other Bazars. 

13th, Nintmuck Mshul, or the Sa!i Farm, fituated in Soota Nutty, has 
produced, llnce It was fir ft farmed viz. 


A" 1738 

.. 992 

1739 

- 1058 

1740 

- IT50 

1741 

< 1096 

1742 

- 1106 

1743 

1463 

’744 

- 1468 

’745 

156S 


9906 


A® 1738 
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A® - 316 

1739 - 60; 

1740 - 713 

1741 - 1651 

1743 - 165* 

1743 - lUs 

*744 - 1815 

1745 - 1900 


10498 Current R’ 30104 Medium 

^ 2006 14 11. 

The duty levied on Salt imported and exportedj at 3 Floe Sicca per 
Rupee« or 3 Rupees 2 Annaes per Cent. 

Janldary> or Weighman, 6 Annaes Sicca per Maund. 

On Oxen employed in this rervice^ i Rupee per to Oxen. 

Retailers of Salt paya 2 Annaes Sicca per 4. Maund. 

There is an exemption on all Salt imported on account of Coja Waaeid, 
who pays only i Rupee per 4 Maund* both on Salt imported and 
exported. 

The whole duty levied on Salt amounts to 3 Rupees 15 Annaes per cent. 

14th, Dee Calcut/a*s Market^ and the Duty on the Roads, and Salt In 
Baficets, have produced, hnee It was hrll: farmed } vns. 


A® 1738 - 

• 57S 

Brought forward, R‘ 

4552 

J739 ■ 

■ 577 

1746 - 

5^3 

1740 ■ 

■ 605 

1747 - 

597 

1741 • 

• 605 

174S - 

648 

174 * ' 

’ 4T2 

1749 - 

68a 

1743 ‘ 

• 700 

1750 - 

703 

1744 ’ 

■ 475 

1751 • 

715 

1745 ^ 

► 700 

1752 - 

620 


CuTPCtit R' 9130 Mciliumf 
■ ■ -608 10 8 

Dee Calcutta Market is held in the Chourangey Road, leading to CoL 
legot. Articles and Duties as In other Markets already fpecified. The 
duty on the Roads had Its rife on this occaHon: Collegot Market and Go. 
vindpoore Market being held both on a Saturday, numbers of the tenants 
reforting to Collegot Market, to the injury of that at Go vindpoore, It was 
found neceffary to check this rcibrt, or counterbalance it, by levying a tax 
on every article imported from Collegot, in proportion to that levied on 

T 2 the 


4652 


Brought forward, 

H' 

1049 8 

r 745 


1900 

*747 

- 

aooi 

1748 


2025 

i 749 

- 

1 lOo 

1750 

■■■ 

2400 

175* 

- 

4030 

» 75 * 


5150 
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tHc {ame articles at Covindpoore Market. The Duty 09 Salt !mported U 
baikets on Cooleys beads, is 7 G. ^ of Covrries^ and one handful of Salt: 
and when refold or exported, it pys a duty to the Sak Farm, of g Pice 
Sicca, per Rupee. 

15th, Sam Buzar/ind Ntte Buzar^ both lituated in Dec Calcutta, and 
liow thrown into one lot, have produced to the Companvi ftnee they 
were fir ft farmed^ as follows; 1;/*. 


,738 

- 1337 

Brought fomard. 

R* 

13304 

•739 

- 1340 

i74<S 

m‘ 

ua 33 

1740 

- J391 

*747 

- 

*434 

1741 

- 1437 

174S 

- 

*4*3 

174a 

- *450 

1749 

- 

*4*3 

*743 

' *895 

*750 

- 

aSji 

*744 

- *993 

1751 

- 

4600 

*745 

- *57* 

1752 


4500 


13304 

Current 


349*0 


2318 Ann, 


i6th, Buzar, and SarthsUa Buzar, fituated in Dee Calcutta, and, 
from their neighbourhood, united in one Farm, have produced as follows, vis. 


1738 

- 550 

Brought forward, 

R* 

4581S 

*739 

- 577 

1746 

- 

600 

1740 

* 576 

*747 

- 

£01 

1741 

- 575 

174* 

. 

725 

*74* 

- 57^ 

*749 

- 

62+ 

1743 

- 577 

1750 

m 

*3U 

*744 

■ 577 

*75* 

- 

1124 

*745 

* 577 

*751 

m 

18j£ 


45 S 6 

Current 

R' 

I 14^1 


Articles and Duties as in other Bazars, 


MediuFD, 
7^1 6 4 


17th, The Makers Farm has produced, fince it \ 

as follows; 

Vis. 



A^> 73 * - 

* 4 * 

Brought forward, R‘ 

* 59 * 

*730 - 

149 

1 746 - 

3B0 

1740 - 

287 

*747 - 

380 

* 74 * - 

47 * 

* 74 * - 

400 

‘ 74 * - 

2 20 

1749 - 

400 

*743 ' 

506 

1750 - 

500 

*744 - 

39 $ 

1751 - 

550 

*745 ‘ 

420 

175* - 

8^5 


*398 

Current R‘ 

II 


Medl 


ium 


404. 13 ro, 
To 
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To the Fanner a granted the foie right of nianuflAurmg this Article; 
and whoever U proved to fet up any £hop» or o:herwife interfere in ir, 
wiihoiJt bis licencCt b liable to Hue and imprifbnment 

i^tht The VtrmliQn-Farm has produccdj Hnce it was HrH farmed* as 
follows* viar. 


A® 1738 - a*5 

Brought forward. 

R* 

1775 

1739 - 200 

*746 

- 

325 

1740 - 225 

*7+7 

«■ 

215 

1741 - 225 

1748 

m 

200 

*74* - **S 

*7+9 

- 

20a 

*743 - 

*750 

■ 

200 

1744 - 225 

1751 


200 

*745 - **s 

>75* 

* 

900 

*775 

Current R' 

3925 


The felc manufaduring thie Article is alio granted to the Farmer, as 
above. 

1^. The CauJkeri Farm has prmjuccd, Hnce It was firft farmed, u 
follows* viz. 

A *> 1738 

1739 

1740 

1741 
*74* 

*7+3 
*744 
*745 


8H3 

Brought forward. 

R* 7691 

864 

*74® 

- 8 od 

991 

*747 

• 800 

99* 

1748 

800 

99* 

>749 

500 

1100 

1750 

500 

99* 

1751 

' 5*5 

900 

173* 

- 730 

7691 

Current R* 133+6 


The right of exerctfing the Shtp-Caolker's bofinefs. is foldy inverted in 
the Farmer, who gives hb licence to. the Workers, and receives a Hated 
tax from them of 1 Fund of Cowries per diem, and io Gundas on each 


Rupee their labour produces. 

2oth. Thti'Ttbacco Shops were nor farmed till the year >740, Hnce 
when they have yielded as/oHows. viz. 


A® 1740 

- 150 

Brough t fo rward, R' 

tooS 

1741 

- *43 

1747 - 

143 

174a 

- 143 

1748 - 

>43 

*743 

- 143 

*749 - 

iij 

*744 

* 143 

*750 ’ 

148 __ 

*745 

- >43 

>75‘ ’ 

*13 

^7+6 

- *43 

*75* - 

2CO 


1008 

Current R* 

1G8S Medium 1^3 15 H 


The 
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The Farmer has^the foie right of vending this article in the Bazars^ and 
no {hop can fell it that is notlicenfed by him. 

a I ft. Bang SBofj Farm has produced, Gnce it was £rft farmed, as fol¬ 
lows, viz. 

12742 
1900 
1900 
1700 
1700 
1700 
1725 
1730 


A« 1738 

- tiot 

Brought forward, R' 

1739 

- IlOl 

I746 - 

^740 

■ 15^1 

'747 ■ 

1741 

- '599 , 

1748 - 

1742 

- 1700 

1749 - 

1743 

- 1980 

1750 - 

*744 

- 1840 

' 75 * • 

1745 

- 1900 

175a - 


12742 

Current R' 


[097 Medium 
—• ifiyj 2 1 An,‘ 

This Farm is condafled on die reftriftions with the Tobacco Shops. 

2 2d. The Farm$f thf CheJj^Ma&ert commenced not till the year 174S, 
and has yielded as follows, viz. 

A*; 1748 - - - - 50 

1749 - 60 

1750 ► - - - 70 

1751 , - , . ya 

175a - r - - 75 

Current R' 327 Medium per Ann. 6 $ 6 

Every perlbn employed in this buGneis, is in the fervice of the Farmer, 
or works by bis licence. 

23d.^ The Red^Lead Farm has fubftfied only ftnee 1746. The article 
of Lapis Tutise is now, for the firft time, added to it} Farm of the 
Red L^d has produced, ftnee it was firft farmed, as follows, viz, 

A* 


'746 . . 

- 201 

1747 - - 

- aoi 

1748 - - 

- afi 

1749 - - 

- 121 

1750 - - 

- 121 

175' “ - 

- 130 

1752 - - - 

. * 245 


Current R* 1270 Medium per Ann. iSi 6 to 


The folc right of this Manufadture is appropriated to the Farmer, nor 
can any one en^ge in it without his licence, for which he receives 2 
Rupees per Mcnfcm for each Furnace. 24tb, 
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24tli. The Dammar and Oakum was firft farmed in the year 1746# 
tnd has produced, ■u/s. 


>745 - 

^ m m 

33^ 

1746 - 

« ^ ^ 

400 

>747 - 

H ■ 

424 

1748 - 

- ^ - 

43d 

>749 - 

^ ^ 

500 

J750 - 

•m -m -m 

540 

>75> - 

^ ^ m 

680 

1759 - 

K ^ K 

940 


Current R* 4256 Medium per Ann. 593 

The folc right for vending thefe articles is invefted in the Farmer, and 
none can deal in them without his licence. 


2yth, Dee Cakutta and GoviitJpoorvs burdened oxen have produced, 
fince it was firft farmed, as follows, viz. 


A“1738 

*739 

1740 

1741 

17+2 

*743 

1744 

>745 


152 

Brought forward. 

Rupees 1554 

*33 

1746 

230 

19 a 

>747 

230 

192 

1748 2 

- 24® 

>75 

>749 - 

300 

220 

>750 

350 

220 

> 75 > 

192 

230 

> 75 * 

575 


*554 Current Rupees 3671 Medium, 


-- ■ 244 *> B 

Every perfon who keeps oxen for burden, within the diftrias of Dec 
Calcutta and Govindpoorc, pays annually a tax to the farmer, of fix An- 
naes each. 


26th. 

Dee Calcutta and Bazar Calcutta'^ ferry-boats have produced, 
fince it was firfi farmed, as follows, viz. 

A» 1738 

>53 

Brought forward. Rupees 1233 

>739 

>54 

1746 . - 155 

J740 

>55 

>747 ■ - 155 

>741 

>55 

1749 - - 155 

> 74 * 

>55 

>749 ' ' >55 

>743 

- • >55 

1750 - . i6g 

>744 

151 

* 75 > “ " >^4 

>745 

- <55 

>*33 

1 

175* - >05 

Current Rupees 2290 Medium, 

-- 15a 10 8 

The 






f 
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The farmer of the ferry-boats of Dec Calcutta and Bazar Calcutta rt- 
eei'vcs, 

For each pafTengcr, four Gundas of Cowries. 

For each bafket of greens, &:c. ten Gundas. 

For each cow» calf, horfe,. &cc. one PiKid. 

27th. Fire-fFork farm hiS produced, fincc St was firfl farmed, as foU 
lows, viz. 


A* 1738 

— - 64 

Brought forward. Rupees 517 

1735 

- 70 

1746 

- 56 

1740 

4 - 73 

1747 - 

' 65 

174* 

- 71 

17+8 • 

- 66 

i7+» 

• • 73 

J749 - 

4.1 

*7+3 

56 

1750 - 

* 59 

17++ 

59 

*75^ ‘ 

42 

*7+5 

* - 4g 

>754 - 

- 150 


5*7 

Current Rupees 

957 


-66 7 5 

The manufafluring and vending all fire-works are invefted in the farmer, 
who gives his licence to others, 00 receiving a^confideratjon ratlsfaSory to 
the parties, 

aSth. Conneited with Suba Bazar, were tvvo fmall Bazars, the one fi- 
tuate at Harry Nam DuwanV ftahs, and the other at Patrea Got, or the 
Stone ftairs i thefe were always the perqoifi're* of the Zemindar's Banian, 
and produced annually to the Company from gj to gg Rupees j they 
have now, by your Honour, &c’s permilTion, been thrown into one farm, 
- under the title of Ram Bazar, and produced, the 2,th of October, 510 
Rupees for the prefent year. 

2g. The duty on chinam and timbers imported, is now, for the firft 
time, by your pcrmifTion, firmed our, on reprefmiatbn of the frauds 
committed by the collcftors of this duty, (vide proceedings Zemindary, 
under date the Sth inftant;) it has fold this year for Current Rupees 417, 
more than double what ha- ever been brought to credit. The farmer le¬ 
vies two per cent, on all cbmam and timbers imported. 

3cth, The purehafing and vending old iron, tea-cattys, and old nails, 
was firft farmed Anno 1751, for Rupees 60 i Its Pattah expired the firft 
infUnt, and then fold fer Rupees 565, 


1 have 
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1 biTC now g(»nc through the feveral bninchw of the Revenues* too- 

wined unde. 4 fccond head of the farms. “JS 

joar Honour, dec. M one view, in what degree they have inCTeafcd, 0 

the year 173s* 




Anno 1738 

1739 

1740 

1741 

1742 

1743 

t 744 

V 4 S 

1746 

*747 

1748 

*749 

1750 

* 75 * 
W 


22865 

24236 

27495 

26143 

2619& 

30222 

3*547 

35764 

36721 

4**54 

43120 

39166 

37666 

44941 

60599 


And Aippohng the remaining two partitiona of the great Bazar fell m 
Ap^il next for cLo (which is the leaft I will fuppofc) your Honout^&Ce 
w5l have the pTcafurUf feeing the farms **'’dcr your influence produce 
fir* cQo Rudces ^ further gain Co our Honourable Miaflers (for this yea 

fe^^fla'ob s! We fee above. d.e farms, Boec .73? ‘o < 75 - 

have inecrafed (wirhin a Kifle) iu ‘ PXSry‘will Ifw.' 

net balance a( the revenues annually paid into ^ I liavn 

this proportion, is a circuroftance I will beg leave to d-feufs, when 1 ha^ 
Bone*^th?ough my third head of tbofc articles not farmed uot, arifing from 
the current tranfaflions of the CutchciTy» 


3 2d. The third bead of the Revenues 

1. Duty on piece goods. 
z. Fines, 

3. Etlacfc. 

4. Sale of boats and Hoops. 

5. Sale of Haves. 

6. Pottahs. 

Arbitration bonds. 

8. CommtHlons on recovery of debts 

9. General releafes. 


confifts in the following articles, viz. 

10. Mortgage bonds, 

11. Marriages. 

12. Roffey Sallamy. 

13. Sallaoiypn Hoops, 

14. Moorianooes. 

I Duty on exportation of liquors. 
j6. Licence for a treat. 

17. Order for heat of drum, ^ 
iB, Duty on exporlaiion oi rice. 


U 


All 



caa 
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AH which X fhall explain to your HqjiouTj &c. as diflinfUy as poHibly I 
as there is not one of them, in which there has noc Ix^n manlfeftly 


very contuierable frauds committed by fotne body or other; and muA un^ 
voidahly be Jb, without the utmoA vigilance of the Zemindar. 

33d, The Company levy a duty of two per cent, on all piece-goods fold 
in the Bazars, whkh are not imported under their dufkick. To point out 
the frauds committed by the colle^orsof this duty, 1 fhall take the produce 
arifing from May 1749, to April I752» ^ they exceed former credits. 

Abstract of the duty on Piece-Goods, as taken from Account Revenues, 


1749. May 




Brought forward 1 Rtipe^s 

75 

0 

0 

1750, May 

ai 

s 

0 

June 

75 

0 

0 

June 

77 

3 

0 

July 

35 

0 

0 

July 

30 

a 

9 

Auguft 

5» 

0 

9 

Augoft 

31 

a 

9 

September 

35 


3 

September 

O^ober 

59 

7 

3 

Oftober 


8 

3 

75 

to 

0 

November 

174 

IT 

6 

November 

17J 

5 

6 

December 

116 

3 

6 

December 

44 

9 

6 

•75®' January 

35 

H 

9 

* 75 ** January 

66 

11 

9 

February 

77 

a 

6 

February 

43 

3 

0 

March 

40 

11 

0 

March 

60 

It 

6 

April 

163 

7 

6 

— 95a Q 0 

April 

270 

7 

0 


1751, May 
June 

Jn'r 

Auguft 
September 55 4 
Oftober 85 B 
November 175 5 

December 4^ 14 
*752. January 
February 
March 
April 


95 ^ ^5 J 
1904 8 3 


*7 3 9 

33 'o ^ 
15 9 
33 *4 ® 
9 

3 
6 

€ 
6 

3 
6 
6 


76 12 
40 5 

5^ 5 
^75 3 


934 ® 3 


Current Rupees 2839 o 6 


By the above abftrait from the monthly account revenues, we obferve 
only 281a o b brought to credit in three years j whereas, in the !afl 
five months there has been colleflcd and brought to credit 1127 12 3 ; 

and 








9 

TI 

10 

5 

7 


9 

9 

3 

3 

3 
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acid Urn not fr« from fafplcion of fome frauds yet in this duty, 
whhffanding ths ftriftfft eye I have been abk to keep on thofc jntrtiHed 

with the levying it. 

Anno 175a. July - - 58 

Au^ft - ~ ^ 5 * 

Sepicmbcr - - >' 9 * 

Oanber - - 3^^ 

November * ’ 3®3 

Current Rupees 112.'^ 3 

mt them. The original inttUutlon of fines in .11 couomes was donbt e& 
with a defieo of cor'eaing the manners of the people j of being a check 

onfochkindofr-oeriesasdidn«r^ohc.hc^^^^^ 

r- U" .r/:?;' o Lv: I wll ™ch rearon J.h]nklhefe inten 

E htebeen kep 7 very^iittle in view , and » ^be t 

fines, and opprefs the people, where by no means ,t ought to Pave neeo 

allowed; aod which has beeo '“f“ ‘"“.‘'r” VoSl 

olied to bsfer ofes, than were the crimes for which it was irapof d. 
h onom &c have had fome ioftances of this kind laid before yon; and I 
: want materials to point out many “ fou i tat to whs end 

The nature of this branch of the revenues will ”« f 

eflimate to be made on it, with any degree of cicaanels, as will, p_ y 
nearly ihc foregoing article of piece-goods i whofe yearly imports, 1 be- 
. lieve. do norvfry glatly. However! I (hall by before your Honour, &o. 
the produce arifvng on this article, from May 1746, to April 1751, m- 

duhve. 

abstract of Fines, as taken from the monthly account Revenues, viz. 

BraiighT forward, Rupees I Boo 3 o 


1746. May 157 
June 1 1 3 
July 27 
Auguft 1116 
Seprembtr 1 +5 


O^ober 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 
April 


97 

V 

lO 

o 

22 

51 

47 


5 

'5 

10 

1 

2 

f I 

2 

4 

o 

7 

4 

3 


0 

o 

3 

3 

D 

O 

3 

3 

o 

9 

9 

6 


1747- May 

Jure 




349 
232 

July 103 

Augull: 97 
September 58 
Oftober t31 
November nji 
December 100 

January 10 

Febru^ 31 
March o 

April o 


4 

D 

I 

>5 
12 
ro 
11 
8 
I 

4 

o 

o 


3 

o 

o 

9 

6 

9 

5 

3 

9 

3 

o 

o 


1147 5 6 
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8 6 Brought forward. Rupees 518S 9 ^ 


1748. May 

15* 10 

6 * 

1750. May 

7 

1 

0 

June 

3 J 8 *3 

0 

June 

Q 

0 

0 

July 

33 9 

t» 


0 

0 

0 

Auguft 

52 11 

9 

Auguit 

60 

9 

3 

September 

45 8 

9 

September 

6 

I 

9 

Ofiober 

>41 13 

9 

Oftober 

112 

3 

9 

November 109 11 

0 

November 


li 

0 

December laa 4 

9 

December 

0 

0 

0 

January 

2$ S 

3 

January 

s 

0 

3 

February 

109 6 

9 

February 

6 

0 

0 

March 

ro 3 

0 

March 

iH 

2 

0 - 

Apid 

37 3 

9 . 

April <37 

12 

3 


1749, Mjy 173 7 9 

June 59 o 9 

July 33 12 6 
Auguft 141 2 o 

September io£ 10 6 
QAaber 114 ij o 
November 151 15 9 

December 10 13 6 

January 25 7 o 
February aai a 6 
^Lrcb o o Q 
April 36 a 6 


7 3 


■[o6a 9 9 

gi86 9 6 


175T. May 36 It 

J^«= 73 7 

July 18 12 9 

Augijft Eo I 
Sepremb;! 4O9 15 
Odlober 197 o 
November act S 
Dt^cember 92 6 

January 37 1 

February 6 7 

Marrh J32 ii 
April 917 9 


400 9 3 


6 

o 

o 

6 

3 

? 

6 

3 


2203 II S 


Current Rupees 7892 14 3 


By ihc foregoing abdraft, there appears to be fines bronght to credit ifi 
ihc accoQtit revenues, currnat Rupees, 7892 14 6, in the fpace of fix 
years. 1 will fobiBit it to your Honour, what proportion this Ijem to (he 
lines that have rc»Uy been impofed and levied in that time. I wilt Tuppofe 
by other authorhy than that of the Zemindar for the time being i w ho, 
in a multitude of iidlances, I dare fay, was totally a Granger to this piece 
of iniquity i and w hrn i Inform your Honour, &c. that 1 have hmuglit 
to the Comp4'ny''s credit on this article, the lafl five months, current Ru¬ 
pees 3171 14 6, I murt not appear before you ns having a^ 3 cJ with 
greater f:vcrity than any of my pretlccefibrs; ae this is an article I would 
no means ftiould increafe the Company’s revewies v but the caufe of 
this very extraordinary difference aril s from this, that what fines are 
impofed, are now in truth brought to credit. They ^re befttre your 
Honour, fee. i think 1 have been lludious to ubl^ve ee much knkv in 
5 tlie.cHj 
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-tlie nature of the offence could with propriety admit oC If h 

“fp'a. “ ““ ” JT ‘ "" 

whom you m»y judge » merit your mdolgeMc. 

Aostkact from the Regiffcr of Fines, m 

^ ffgu« ■ - ■• «9 ? 9 

September, 19 days 34I ^ 9 

Oflober - ' 1035 9 ^ 

NoTtmbtr * 1289 6 9 


Current Rupees 


3iyi 14 6 




35 .h. Though ^ >7 '“nfy"' 

whit 1 then fsid on the fubje . _ complaint rcgiflcrcd 

rerenuee nay have due regard paid to It un e y , a ^ 

in.he Cuutherry. 

on the delioque^, 10 cafe of all . fourteen Gundas of which 

three Pund^ of CotvTies the head of Ettack : one 

are br^hl loAe rnedh 7 the rSlug fix Gundas were fet apart , out 

r i^'-jf^rEd ck Maries, or writers, were paid thek wages, and ihe 
of which «nc Erti iCK ivlou » ^ 1. p „ 1 am a ftraneer 10. The 

overptus, ‘=“'J®^J^^““"*,"“'’vs’beM a heavy tax on the poor, from whom it 
orlicle of g ?' „hilft ihofe' wi« could by any means obtain 

hats chiefly been couectea, ^ contrary miihoil 

favour were eiccufedy thong -nd vour Honour, icc, will oNtrve 

I have purluei as w^lh m remit this fee In 

In the ZemmdarT, how req^ rclcafed from the prifen?, as ibofe whnfe 
the poor, as well to th imorifonment- The Cutcherry prlk n 

difputcB arc det^niiacd j.| ^£s am oar,t each to three Piinii^ 

EtU fees, and Catwdl ,«yUole of which is b.ought 

«f Cowries per P. r * Zeimmlars, been raifed fo Jour 

to credit. The Etlack fee. h^me 

Funds per diem, and by ^ ,he Ibrtithi would be a v.rjr 

appears to tt^ the moil e g ^ ^ 

heavy opprtf&on on tl^c poe , ptyffiblv is not equalled % any 

aiptbat lti^iomlianr lulUmed m tl,^ 

fjce txtihng. What inijufy t tTnnajUj- juih'tnEtU, hy ilic fohwsmji 

iKr-nch I ftiall tubmit 10 your Honour,occ, juiig, j 

jihidra^U of ibe Jfernwr Mid prcltr.! credits, iTiUkcr 
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Abstract of Ete-acic Febb, from May 1746, to April i7J2,mclu(Ire, 


Brought forward. Rupees 73111 p 3 


174s, May 

1S7 

t 

9 

1749. May 

334 14 

3 

June 

j6o 

*3 

3 

June 

35® 5 

9 

July 

182 

0 

.6 

July 

259 8 

0 

Augult 

162 

6 

9 

Allgull 

407 15 

9 

Sept. 

12S 

II 

9 

Sep[. 

401 0 

6 

October 

214 

0 

6 

October 

341 10 

Q 

Novem. 

*75 

2 

0 

Novem. 

434 « 

0 

Decein. 

145 

7 

6 

Decern. 

.375 13 

6 

January 

19I 

3 

9 

January 

40$ 6 

6 

Feb. 

136 

4 

3 

Feb. 

373 ii 

6 

March 

146 

14 

9 

March 

390 *3 

3 

April 

205 

5 

3 

April 

371 12 

6 












9 ® 



1747* May 

164 

5 

3 

T750. May 

429 i* 

6 

June 

H7 

2 

Q 

June 

377 *2 

6 

July 

233 

fO 

9 

July 

387 n 

9 

Auguft 

255 

3 

0 

Auguft 

375 8 

9 


175 

*4 

0 

Sept. 

3*5 3 

0 

October 

140 

2 

3 

oAober 

357 3 

0 

Novem. 

ISO 

5 

0 

Novem* 

37® i3 

0 

Decern. 

117 

15 

0 

Decern. 

377 3 

6 

January 

U3 

15 

0 

January 

386 I 

9 

Feb. 

142 

5 

6 

Feb. 

299 12 

9 

March 

129 

is 

6 

March 

290 1 t 

0 

April 

184 

9 

3 

April 

386 14 

9 





n jn 







V V * 


^4364- n 3 

1748, May 

114 

9 

3 

1751, May 

3*0 5 

9 

June 

116 

I 

6 

June 

189 8 

3 

July 

*35 

6 

9 

July 

208 1 

& 

Auguft 

273 

4 

6 

Augud 

150 5 

6 

Sept. 

285 

5 

6 

Sept. 

23 9 

6 

O^ober 

329 

5 

9 

Oftober 

34 0 

0 

Novem. 

3+9 

*5 

3 

Novem. 

34 I* 

6 

Dccein. 

265 

10 

3 

Decern. 

79 ® 

6 

January 

379 

I 

3 

January 

80 2 

9 

Ftb, 

273 

I 

3 

Feb, 

54 8 


March 

29f 

12 

3 

March 

106 ij 

0 

April 

3^+ 

'5 

9 

1754. April 

*3® 2 

9 


31 Sj )0 3 —1^ 


73 *^ 9 3 Current Rupees 17578 3 9 


Abstract 
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Aa>T»Aei of Etl ACS Fess, from July to Novomber, lyji. 

’ 

-■ ^ 4 - 9 

November . - - - 453 9 3 

Currciit Rupees *77^ *3 ^ 

Oo ev«y llEve brooghl .od rcgiaercd.in the Corchorry, theporch»fec 

pap doty »the Compmy of four Rupees four Ann . 

On every Psdoh granted, the Company receives a falamy of four Rupee, 
four Anaaes. 

On all arbitration bonds entered into by appointment, in the Cuteherty, 
each party pays zo Puada of Cowries. 

On every general releafe «r«:uted by order of Cateberry. each party pay. 

^ghtAnoacs- 

r rm nf flwmaM tie Company receive three Rupees Sicca 
^XnSrT^Tbu^f.re'tften reSrU^d this fe. 

?uK mSn“g 5SJlf«le® ™und.. 
S ^tTpyi a ruffey'^amy of one Rupee. 

0„ everv new floop built by the natives, the t^l«ny receive a fato, 
Ra^^to iooW«/ 

c k«ni< rpcriftered in Catcherry, the Company receive 
in:^“rSo”gaTr^ve“«c?n.. on the fum advanced by the moT^agee. 

On aU rice exported, the Company’. J ‘i^ 2 ,ri'o’’Rupl« 

and ha. produced for the lall R^’pees. The 

.jj,, pi annum: total on the whole fix years, I097V 
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ufual fcaibri for expomtbn, are the months of Atigiift* September, De¬ 
cember, January and February. 

The whole amount of the Mooriannoe Cor^rries ts now brought to 
credit, diftinflly from the EtUcks; and at a medium produces the nearefli 
four Rupees per diem, or 120 Rupees per menfem, or 1440 per annum ; 
the fervanu wages employed on monthly pay, in the branch of Etlacks, 
comes to Rupees 44 j fo that here is a demonftratjve gain of Rupees per 
annum 912, and points out a very con fid era ble fum the Company have 
been injured in this feemlng trifling article of Moofiaiuiocs, which’ I caa 
trace only brought to credit to the amount of 20 Rupees in two months, 
anno 1742. 

On importation of Batavia and Armenian Arrack, not again exported, 
the Company receive a duty of two Rupees and four Annaes, per leagcr. 

On every order for public notice by beat of drum, account the tofs of 
flave, cow, horfe, &Cm the Conapany receive one Cowand and one Fund of 
Cowries, from the party requeuing fuch public notice. 

36tb. Thus, I think, I have laid before your Honour, See. every branch 
of duties and revenues relative to the Zemindary, John Nagorc excepted ; 
but if my future knowledge in this intricate branch of the Company's 
bufinefs fiiould point out to me wherein I have been defective, I (hall beg 
leave from time to time to reprefent it to the Board, as well as every other 
method whereby the revenues may ftill be improved or put on a better 
footing. The produce arifing on the daily current bufinefs of the Cut- 
cherry, you will obferve to fpring from articles, that in their nature arc lo 
precarious, as to make it impraflicable the forming any exadl efUmation 
of the gain that may refult from them, fo that i will only (X>mpare the 
credits of lafr year, in the fagae months with thofe iince 1 have had the 
honour of filling this pofr. 

DAitv Collect toss. Daily Collections. 

Anno 1751. July - 474 ij o Anno 1752. July - 717 g o 


Augult • 482 11 o 
September 724 13 3 

Oftoher 788 6 o 
Kovember 634 5 o 


Auguft - 1556 .f 3 



Current Rupees 3105 2 3 


Current Rupees S ^96 o 9 


Your 
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Your Honour, &c. are Ccnfible I began not to act m the o6icc till n*(ir 
the middle of July, and that aiy attentions to the frauds of the under fer- 
vanis in the Catcherrjr muft have been greatly taken off by the Ictu'^' 
you ordered into the conduct of Govindram Metre, ib that for the hrlt 
month or two, it muft not be wondered at, if 1 could not arrive at a propi 
knowledge of the current bufinefs. However, it is now clear to me, tha" 
the advance on the daily collcdtions Cutcherry, at the loweft eftimate, will 
confidcrably exceed i ooo Rupees per meniem, or 12000 Rupees per an¬ 
num i and I flvall beg leave to clofe this head, with throwing into one total, 
the demonftrative future annual gain to the Company, relulting from your 
Honour, &c, lalutory orders and influence. 

By charges 2 emindary reduced - Rupees 10000 per Annum. 
Advance on the lale of the farms - - 20658 for this year. 

The dufliitary paid into the treafury - - 6457 

Daily coUedllons Cutcherry increafed ~ i zooo 

Current Rupees 49 n 5 


37Eh, The out towns of Banian Pooker, Pugg la Danga, Tcnggra and 
Dullond, obtained firft a place in the revenues, June anno 1746, under 
the general head of John Naggorcj they contain zzBBega, 1 Cotta of 
ground, for which the Company pay one Sicca Rupee per Bega per annum. 
John Naggore feems to have produced annually to the Company, arifing 
on the different articles of ground-rent, falamys on Fottas, burdened oxen, 
markets revenues from June 1746, to May 1752 incluftvc, viz. 

Anno 1746 - _ . - - - 674 14 9 

>747 “ ----- 1010 3 9 

1748 - ----- 1249 5 3 

1749 - - - - -- 118259 

17-0 ------ 1354 5 9 

i75i to May j 752 - - 1500 11 9 

- 6971 J5 o 

Dcdu£l ground rent paid the Rajah, and 
other Zemindars. 

Charges repairing John Nagore's 
roads, Cutcherry and Chowkey ^ 
houfes, for which the Company > 3T1 14 o 

are only d^bted in their account | 
revenues. j 

Brought 



X 






t ] 

Brought forward, Rupees 6971 15 o 
Dedufl further charges, as per Metre’s let-'' 
ter to the Board, under date 31! 

November, account Salamys and 

prefents made the Rajah for his 42 > 964 o o 

Bcga of ground, which, as Metre | 

affens, is thrown into the charge of j 

repairing roads and bridges. j 

--27^2 4 9 

Current Rupees 4189 10 3 

That the Company have liad equal juHice done them in this, with every 
other article of their revenues, will appear to your Honour, Sec. beyond a 
doubt, from the following produce during the five laft months, without 
any new tax or impofts laid on the tenants i and 1 will venture to promire 
thefe towns fhall be more beneficial to our Honourable Mailers, as foon as 
the more important concerns of the office will give me leifure to vifit them, 
and make a more particular ferutiny into them. 

Net produce of John Nagore, Anno 1752. 

July „ - ^ ^ 1J2 15 3 

Augufl - - - - 175 10 9 

September 19 days - 129 o 6 

Odober - - - 548 9 g 

November - - -11846 

Current Rupees 1124 8 9 


I cannot with propriety quit John Nagore, without advifing you that 
napplication has been made to me, by one of Rajah KUTen Chund's Go- 
mallahs, for an annual Sahmy, nr prelctit (exclulive of the ground rent) 
paid on account of the 42 Bcga of ground the Company hold of him, in 
tiic out towns; to which 1 have given for anfwcr, that no fueh charge 
appears on the Company's books, and that I could by no means admit of it, 
as it was highly derogatory to their honour, in which 1 hope I meet your 
approval j and fubmit it to your Hoirour, &c. whether this charge of 
Govindram Metre's, is not dcmonflr-itively calculated only to make up his 
fallacious accoumsof repairing the roaHs| for himfelf holds of the Rajah, 
to the amount of about 2000 Hega of ground, in his different poilefTioni at 
Ghaniotk, Kiflenpnor, Balcgolly, and Hocul Koorea, for which an annual 
falaroyltom him, may have been ncceflary; but I trufl your Honour, 6cc* 
will ii;>t fuffer the Company to be fixddlcd with a charge, that I am convin¬ 
ced was never paid on their account, and which would he fo extremely 

dill lonour able 
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dlfboRoviraWc for them loiiibmir to. To whiLh permit me to adii, that if 
this annual Salamy and prcfciii h^d been aflually paid, there is not a ihew 
of reafon why. the Company was not openly charged wiib, it, which they 

have not been, 

I mull iiow carry your Honour, &c. back to mv paragraph, in which 
j give you, at one view, the annual increafeon the JaUs ot the farms tioni 
171S by which it appears they were inercaied in anno 17ji, in very near a 
duplicate proportion, and from thence it might naturally have been 
espeaed, the annual net balance paid into the trealury, would have in- 
creafed in the fame proportion, as the lame caufes which influence (l.s 
advance on the farms, miift from the nature of things equally influence 
every other branch of the revenues, viz. the iiicreafe of inhabitams, and 
confcquently the greater confumption of every article on w'hich the revenues^ 
aril'e, demon Arabic from the immenfc diftcrcncc in the Bazaar prices ct 
then^, even to the loweA root or herbage which enter into the tood oi the 
common people; but bow unaccountable muft it appear, when we find 
' that fo far arc the annual net balances paid into the treafury, from being 
increafed in their duplicate proportion, that, by the following abAlaa from 
the general books, w» find they have not incrcafed in any proportion at all, 
but the contrary. 


Abstract of tlie net balances of the Revenues, paid annually into the 
treafury, from April 1733, to April anno 1752, inclufivc. 


’ 73 ** 

jyjS, to 1739 

1739, to 1740 

1740, to 1741 

1741, to 1742 
1741, to 1743 
J 743 , to 174+ 


2^206 6 6 
39^73 *3 3 

4251s t 3 
3S062 13 o 

35656 13 o 
37267 to o 
44249 13 6 


263235 6 6 


1744, to 1745 

1745, to 1746 

1746, to 1747 

1747, to 1748 

1748, to 1749 

1749, to 1750 

1750, to 1751 

1751, to 1752 


39202, IJ. o 
32858 1 ! O 

34755 7 9 
30124 13 

37S79 7 3 
464"1 1 o 

39449 ‘3 3 

34506 15 o 


295039 3 9 


By carting out the middle ypar 1744 to 1745, your Honour, &c. will 
oblerve that iho net produce o£ the revenues in the firiTt feven years» 
exceeded the net produce in the Utter feven years by Rupees 7399 ^ 9 * 
which at firft fight would appear an incident very amuzing, when we fee 
the forms increafed in a. duplicate proportion ; buc when you corlider the 
foregoing fhccts, und the feenes fo lately laid before you^ 1 believe the 
caufes will be too obvious longer to occafion any great wonder, or to 
rec^ulre m.y the trouble of a farther explication 1 thccclore 

Ihould now relieve you by clofing this very long addrefs* did not a letter 
laid before the Board by Govmdram Metre, under date the 20lh Novem- 

X 2 her. 
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loudly call for a reply from me, which T cannot more properly convey 
to you tlian in the channel of this work, as it is fo pertinent to my Job- 
yei^ti \ our Idonour, ^Ci was plcalcd the ult. on motion /Voth a member 
of the board, to order Metre lo be called before the council, and ailced 
how it came to paf, the ikrms Jold fo much higher this yea.r than they did 
tbs !aft ? I will not enquire what motive urged this queftioo at this parti¬ 
cular junfttirc, only with all fubmiffion fay, it never could have lx:cii 
moved for, or granted with Icfs propriety j for ihefe reafons: It is no 
longer ago than the nth Ofifober, that a majority of the Board voted (in 
my humble judgment, contrary to the very nature and edence of truft and 
fervinidc,as well as to Metre's own conceflion) that Metre was not from 
ilic nature of liis office in truft for the Company; then, to what end this 
queftion ? for as he was deemed not in truft, he confeqtieody could not 
be deemed accountable: Why, Gentlemen, was not this queftion afleed 
him the laft year, when on Mr. Barrow*s knowledge of his being the 
tanner, the Salt Farm was fold at public outcry, and produced j6oo Ru¬ 
pees more than it did the year before f Why was he not alked the like 
queftion, when, on the fame intelligence, Mr, Mantiinghani, by previoifs 
and public notice given of the falcof the two latter partitions of*the great 
Bazar to the higheft bidder, obtained looo Rupees more for it than it 
produced the preceding year ? Hid you, Gentlemen, been Icfs attentive 
to whatever caufes urged this motion and queftion, you would have been 
more fo ta what has been before you, and would have been fcnfible 
that the farms (the Gmigc excepted) were.fo for from felling at an advan¬ 
ced rate this year, that in truth they have fold for Icfs than they did the 
preceding one, though Metre, and not our Honourable Mafters,' was the 
gainer j which gain the majority voted he was not accountable for. Had 
due regard been paid to my letter of the 13th Auguft, your Honour, 
would have recollected that Soota Nutty market, and Soba Buzar. with 
their depeniknt feven firms, fold in 17^9^* • 75 °» and 1751, (the years 
Metre conteues he held them in fiftitious names) as follows, wherein I 
beg leave ^to remind you at one view of the Com pa ny’^s credits. Metre's 
gain, and foe files for the prefont year. 


Com \i:hny*i 

Eootfl Nuiiy Jlaut, and Sutia 
iipzqf, bi^D^hf by Mcircp 
I f Kupc« 4650 
J 7 Tt 3 - - |QcO 

- - 5000 

Sc¥cii €j-d|Hendant &fms+ 

- - 15^1 

1750 - - Mf 7 

i/s* - - 


ConfciTcd to be refold by 
hUitc on hh own accosmi far 

Rupeei jt 2 J 
7696 
lia57 

Soireci depcndiiat fafnu. 

3503 

3071 

*147 


SaTfii 13 th O/lober 17; a. 
Soon Ndttv Hmr* and Suba 

Rupees 7500 


Seiren dcpenddCE Jarnij* 


2 O 0 t 
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It is pretty plain, I believe, now to your Honour, &c* what little real 
foundation there was for this queftion at the junfture it was moved for, 
and granted i and I with it may not appear fomctliing ftrangc to otir 
Honourable Employers, that, inftead of it, Metre was not alked, how the 
above farms the three hfl years came to fell for fo much more on his own 
account than he favoured We Company with f Had you. Gentlemen, done 
nie the honour of aiking me the quedion you put to Metre (to whom I 
muft think it more properly belonged) I fliould, in few words,have informed 
you of two very obvious caules, which 1 conceive occadoned fo much 
more to be brought to the Company's credit on their farms this year than 
was the lart, or "any heretofore, viz, i ft. Public and unbiaffed fa!c to the 
beft bidder, adly, Metre not having it in his power to. keep the Salt 
Farm, the Great Bazar, the Vermillion Farm, Soota Nutty Haur, Suba 
Bazar, the feven Dependant h arms, &c- In his own hands, at what price 
he picafed. Your Honour, flee- muft fmile when you reflect on the hbour 
Govindram Metre has taken in his faid letter of the 20tb Novem-’cr, to 
account for a fa£t that does not exid, fince I have proved, and he has con- 
feffed, the above farms fold laft year in reality for Rupees 693 more than 
they Jiave this; which v'erifies a cancltifion I have made cUcwherc, that 
notwithftanding our utmoft affiduity, it will hardly be in our power to 
make that gain on the Company’s revenues, that he has done whilft under 
his conduit 1 the above farms were thofe only I was then enabled fully to 
detetft him in 5 but I wilt conclude fimiJar methods were ufed in the 
difpofal of the reft, as they have fold this year at a p oportional advance on 
the credits of laft year. To conclude, I will luppole the fail which Metre 
would account for^ and yet the folutlon which he has fo artfully and 
fpecioufly drawn out, muft appear to have no folid foundation on tl:c 
flighteft examination ; for it is jmpoftibld the dearnefs or cheapoefs of grain 
can much influence the rife or fall of the revenues, though the duty is 
collciled on the grofs Tales; for if this is enhanced by a year of fcarcky, 
a year of plenty will make the balance nearly,equal to the firmer, by the 
larger quantity imported i for his pofitiun, that the confumption muft be 
nearly cq ml, is alfo very fallacious, or we ihould not have beheld the 
multitude wc have this feafon dead, and dying in our llreets, or the many 
tlioutands of walking Jkcletons this fcarcity has produced; nor fliould I 
have been witnds to fg many affliiting inftances of pare, ts felling their 
children for a Rupee a-piece, or giving them away for want of food to 
fupport them. If the confumption had been nearly equal But fails fpedc 
themielvcs: it is evident this icarcity has not influenced the revenues, or if 
it has, that in truth it has iiiflueiiced them in a fcnle oppofltc to wiiat he 
would prove, as the farms produced more laft year, though grain, at the 
rt time 
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time they foid, was more than as plentiful again than it has been this year; 
that the Gunge fliould fell far fo much more this year than ever it did, 
is to me not fo aftonilhing^ as that it has not always produced it very nearly, 
at leaft far many years laft pail. The annual Imports of rice to the 
Gunge, from the beft information lean acquire, amount atlcafl: to 400,000 
Maunds, on which the farmer’s doty on the importer of 9 Pice Sicca per 
Rupee, and bis duty from ihe buyer of Koyally of 1 Seer. 4 Ch. per 
Rupee, comes to 7 Rupees 13 Annacs i per cent, eftimaiitig r Mautid 
per Rupee} and if we add the Poudary* Foorea, and the duty of 3 Pice 
Sicca per Rupee on the articles fpecihed in my 5th paragraph, we diall 
find, on an average, that the fartner collects above 9 per cent, on the whole 
of the imports at the Gunge j but if we cRIm^tc only on the d per cent, 
the ncarctl which he cotlefts on rice, we fhall find his duty on 400,000 
Maunds, at i Maund per Rupee, will yield 32,000 Rupees. Eight years 
out of 15 that the Gunge has been farmed, it has been held by Metre 
wholly or in part: And further, to difprqve his reafons in the above- 
mentioned letter, be pays for it in i7'47, Rupees 17,002, though rice was 
trum Auguft to December, from i Maund to 1 Mautid 15 Seer, per 
Rupee i and the year following he pays i ft,203 Rupees for it, and rice 
from 33 Seer. 1 Maund 10 Seer, per Rupee ; and though I believe there 
never was a greater profperS of plenty than the enfuing year promifes, yet 
ithasfold for Rupees 22,760, which is quite futficienitg evince, that other 
caufes than deaniefs or cheapneft of grain, &c. have influenced the rife 
and fall of the revenue. What thofe were, and the farther inveftigatton of 
them, 1 muft fubmit to your Honour, &c. as well as the redrefs 1 muft 
humbly inIhl is due on the behalf of our Honourable Employers. That 
injurious advant iges have been made of their revenues, 1 liave proved bc- 
vond a doubt j on you, Gt ulemen, it lies to determine where, and to what 
ufasthey have been fequeftered. I am mod rerpcftiully. 

Honourable Sir and birs, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

Fort William, 

I jth December, 1752- 

J, Z. II. Zemin. 

B y the foregoing ftatc of your revenues Zemindary, you fee- that in 
the very infancy of Mr, Holwcll’s reform, an incrcaie in this branch 
to the amount of 5C00 1 . is demonftrated ; which, year by year, flill fwel- 
Icd, and produced in April preceding the capture of Fori William, 10,000 1 . 
per annum gained ana Cived to the Company, by the fair laic of the 
farms, reduflion of unneceflary charges, and the colledions of their Cut- 
cherry being duly brought to credit. Mr. HoUvell, in his fentiments laid 

a before 
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before your Dlfe<!i;ors, only pointed out an increafe of 30,000 Rupees per 
annum ; but on hifi arrival in India, and dilmifljon of the ftatidlng Deputy 
(againfl whom now every mouth was opened) every day produced difeo- 
Tcries of frauds committed in every branch of this complicated office for 
zB or 30 years preceding j for proof ot which wc need only mention to 
you, that under this Gentleman’s adminiftration, there was paid net money 
into vour treafury 114,000 Rupees For every la months, and that there was 
a moral certainty the credits of the year 1756, (wfhen your prefidency was 
taken) would have yiclJed net iao,ooo Rupeesi a ffriking difference, 
when you fee this office never before, on a medium, produced you more 

tlwn 40.000 Rupees per aiinum. - -Here was a very important addition to 

your eftate, when confldercd (as it really was) an addition in perpetuity, — 
Let us only ertimate it at j0,000 1 . per annum for ^o year?, you fee an 
accelTion of 300,000 h and at the lame time you will fee how immeiifethc 
lofs you have fuftained, whilft that arch plunderer Govindram Metre was 
entrufted with the executive power of ibis office. — After all. the term lb 
often made ufe of. $ncreap ef (bi rfvettuesy has been improperly applied j for 
as Mr. Holwell veryjuftJy obferves in fcvcral of his lettp to us, he cannot 
fjj prQp^fly be laid to have inercafed vour revenues Zemindary j fbrj on the 
contrary, he rather reduced them by abuliffiing fix of your farms, which, 
he thought, difhonoured you, and opprelTcd the poor under your protec¬ 
tion his meric conlifted only in the reform of the office, and taking care 
that the real produce of the revenues ariling from it. were honeftly and 
duly brought to your credit. — 

Hear the fenfe of your Court of Dlrcftors on this acquifition, and their 
fentiments of this Gentleman's integrity and abilities, in their feveral general 
letters to the board of Calcutta. 


Generai. Letter per Ship Pelham, under date 23d January, 1754* 

P A R. 69. " Mr. Holwell has fully anf vered our expeaations. in regu- 
“ tating and conducing the office of Zemindar; and has, by the 
conlidcrable increate of the revenues, rcluhing from his good tnanage- 
^ “ menr. and by tranfmiuing to us, fuch a clear and incclUgIbIc account of 

“ the nature and ftate of them, convinced us of what wc long rufpeaed, 
that we have been moft grofsly impofed on in this branch of our 
affairs.” 

Par. 74. *’ Mr. Hoi well's whole conduA in this affair has been entirely 
to our fatislatlion J and his abilities, zeal, and afJplication to ferve us arc 
** fo fuflicicntly apparent, that wc are latUfied it will be in his power, if no 

“ obflru^ions 
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« obftcu^HoiM are thrown h his way, to prove himfelf a very valuable fer- 
vant to the Company j wc fball therefore expe^, as you value our future 
“ favour, that you give him not only all neceflary countenance and adill- 
** ante in his particular Hadon of Zemindar, but alfo in whatfoever he ihall 
** point out, or intimate, may be of fcrvice to the Company, in any other 
*' branch of our affairs.” 

Par. 76. “ Wc muft here remark, that the office of Zemindar is of fb 
complicated a nature, and the bufineJs fo various and burthenfeme, that 
** it is almofl impolfible it lliould be condin^ed under tbe diredlion of one 
” perfon 5 you are therefere to confider, whether it may not be divided in- 
** to fevcral branches, to be managed by different pcrfbns j and, if you 
“ think fuch an alteration may be of general utility, you are to point 
** out the proper methcxls of carrying it into execution. In propoiing 
** fuch a divifion, we have a view not only to tbe general utili^, 
which may be the refult, but likewife to eafe Mr, Hoi well, as far 
as is confilient, from the heavy load of bufinefs he labours under, that 
" we may have the benefit of his abilities, in other material branches of 
“ our affairs.” 

When this letter, and that of the 31ft, which immediately follows, were 
difpatched to Betigal, your Court of Diredors confided of the following 
Gcnthmen, viz. ^ 


William Baker, Efqi Ch,firman, 
Richard Cbaunccy, Efij; Deputy, 
William Braund, Efqi 
Robert Booth, Efq; 

Chriftopher Burrow, Efqj 
Charles Cutts, Efqi 
Peter Ducane, Elqi 
Abel Fonnereau, Efq; 

Peter Godfrey, El'q^ 

Charles Gough, Elqj 
John Hope, Efq; 

Michael impey, Efq; 


Stephen Law, Efij; 
Nicholas Linwood, Efq; 
William Mabbot, Efq; 
John Payne, Elq; 

Henry Plant. Efqj 
Thomas Phipps, Efq; 
Jones Raymond, Efq; 
Thomas Rous, Efq; 
Whichcot Turner, Efqj 
Timothy Tully, Efq; 
William Willy, Efq* 
James Winter, Efqj 


General Letter per Ship Eaftcourt, under date the 31ft January, 

* 7 i 5 - 

P AR. 73d, We have, with great attention, perufed and confidered Mr. 
Hoi well’s date of our revenues at Calcutta, Mr. Frankland's remarks, 
Mr. Holwell's reply, and the other papers relative thereto; and we mull, 

in 
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“ in juftice to Mr. HalwcH, acquaint y^n, fhat he accounts fot the mif- 
takes which have happened in that fiate, in a manner that convinces us 
“ they were mere inadvertencies, and no ways calculated to impofe upon 

« ys j -— that he has evidently incrcafed our revenues to a very confider- 

“ able amount^ w'ithout impafing any new duties, or opnrefling the poor* 
but on the contrary* fcvcral old duties have been abolHhed, and the poor 
*' in many inftances relieved. And wc mull:, as a turther piece of juilice 
“ to him, add, that the infinuations of his railing hia own charadter svith 
us at the expence of the reputations of other Gentlemen who preceded 
« him in his office of Zemindar, are entirely vvithout foundation- In 
“ ffiort, his integrity, capacity, and application, have rendered him fo well 
*5 worthy our notice, that we ace determined moft heartily to countenance 
“ and proteft him in all his endeavours to Icrvc the Company,” 

par. 74. “ It was very natural to expert, when a piece of fuch Impor- 
tance as Mr. Hoi well’s State of Revenues was laid before you, which was 
fo long ago as tlie 17th .of December, 1752, that you Hiould have given 
it a fpeedy aud ferrous confideration, in order to have informed us ot 
your fentimctits, upon an affair of fuch a complicated nature j but how 
** great is our dlfappointment and furprizc to find you have not, from that 
time, to the difpatch of the Falmouth in the beginning of March lall, 
confidered it at a board, lb as to come to any refolution or opinion fur 
“ our information j but have tranfmitied to us the remarks of one member 
“ only i who, notwiihftanding what you lay in your letter of the 4th Ja- 
nuary, 1754, docs not appear upon the face of any of your confuUations, 
to have been authorized to collect and make remarks for your informa- 
lion, as ought to have been done, if you intended to have proceeded 
•* with any regularity in au afiair of fuch confequcnccj and it is very ob- 
** fcrvable, that thofe remarks were defignedly, as wc have reafon to be- 
lieve, delivered in fo late in the feafon, as rendered it extremely difficult 
for Mr. Holwell to reply to them in time, to obviate the imprcflions 
*' they might have made on us, to his prejudice. But however well qua- 
*< lihwi Mr. Frankland maybe, to execute a work of fuch a nature, it ought 
to have been ihc bufinefs of a committee, regularly appointed for the 
“ purpofe, and not the rcfult of the voluntary enquiry of one perfon only ; 
“ and we fliall be greatly difappoioted. if wc do not find you took that me- 
** thod upon the departure of the Falmouth, fo as that wc may receive, 
*« by the next fhip at fartheft, a full and fathfa^ory account of your pru- 
<* ceedings and fcntirocuts upon this affair.” 

Par. 94. Mr. Holwell has highly merited our particular notice and 
« encouragement, and the Icaft that we can do for him, is to let him rife 
** in our &rvice, equally with the reft of our fervants i we do therefore 

Y “ hereby 
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hereby annul and make void tbe reflridion of our commands, of tbe 
" Bth January, 1752j by which he wai fixed aj 12th and iafi In council, 
and to remain {b without riling to a fuperior rank therein ; and we diredt, 
*' that on receipt of this, Mr. flolwell take rank, and bis feat at the board, 
according to the time of bis arrival at Beogal, in the fame manner a? 
** if no fuch refiridion had been made j that is to lay, next below Mr. 
“ Matthew Collet; but however, it k out meaning and diredion, that 
*' Mr Ho]well do dill continue Zemindar, and that be is not to quit that 
"poll without our leave." 

Cewerai, Letter per Ship Ilchefter, under date the 25th March, 

^ 757 - 

P AR. 156, ** Having with great attention confidered the ftate of our 
“ Zemfndary, during the time it has been under the management of 
Mr. HoKvell, it is apparent to us from the accounts you have tranfmit- 
** led, that our revenues in Bengal have been greatly increafed, and that 
" this has been done without Impaling any new duties, or opprefling the 
poorj if It had been other wife, you would, and ought to have given 

" us the neoefiary informations. With refped to the judicial part of his 

” office, we mull take it for granted, that he has aded with the greateft 
" integrity and lenity; as there appears nothing to the contrary upon tlie 
face of your confultations, where we mull have found it, bad there been 
“any reafons to have appealed from his decrees." 

Par. 157, " Confldering therefore the great fervice Mr, Hoi well has al- 
" ready done, and the further fcrvice we have the greateft reafon to bc- 

** lieve he will ftill render to the Company; we do agree to allow him an 

" additional falary of four tboufand current Rupees per annum to his for- 
*' mcr one of two thoufand Rupees, making together the fum of fix thou- 
“ fand current Ruppees a year, to commence from the date of this 
“ letter i this falary is to be paid him fo long as he continues in the 
" poll of Zemindar, and ts to be in lieu of all fees and perquifitcs 
" whatever 1 but it is our pleafure he continue in the rank and Handing 
** In council he fliall he in at the time this letter IhaH come to your 
" hands, and not rife to a higher ftation therein without our further 
** orders." 

The Gentlemen who compofed your Court of Dlredlors at the Ilchefter’s 
Difpatch were as follows, viz. 


a 


I 


Roger 
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Roger Drakcj Efq; Cliairmai, 
Peter Godfrey, Efqj Deputy, 
William Bar bell, Efqj 
H. C, Boulton, Efqi 
John Boyd, Efq-, 

Nath, Newnham, jun. Efq; 
Thomas Phipps, Efq; 

Which. Turner, Efq; 

Charles Cough, Efq; 

Robert Jones, Efq; 

John Payne, Efq; 

Jones Raymond, Efq; 


Robert Booth, Elq; 
Chriftopher Burrow, Efq; 
Charles Chambers, Efq; 
Sir James Creed, 

John Dorrien, Efq; 

John Manfliip, Efq; 
f Henry Plant^^q; 
Thomas Rous, Efq; 
Henry Savage, Efqi 
Lawrence SullivaH, Efq; , 
Timothy Tutlle, Efq; 
Maxim Weftern, Elq; 


You have already feen in the Nac^tive before infer ted, wh at ^rlous for¬ 
tunes and difficultksJidr. Hoi well had to encountLr towards the eml^of the 
vear 1757, ^^t^d beginning of laR^c was diJpofed or, and 

■aSjMifrtcdL 14. of the new Dire dors fucceeding in April 58, 9th in Coun- ^ 
eij ajt^cngifl^^hq^dfof his port, aadihe falary to which in March 1757 
he had been allot^^by lo very 14 who now degrade him, — 

Meffrs. Baker, Chauncy, and Mabbot^ who had particularly pa Iron ixed 
and fu poor ted him, had already quitted the diredion of your affairs; MclTrs. 
Payne, Jones Raymond, Newnham, Jone?, Drake, with mort of the 1$ 
who had promoted him in 1758, foon after difqualified themfeives; fo 
that Mr. Holwell found himfelf abandoned to the rage and power of that 
fadtion, who had ever fhewn the flrongcft propenfity to his ruin, though 
every man of them had repeatedly given the faction of their hands to his 
acknowledged zeal, and capacity * 


Thus circumdanced was Mr. Holwell, when the neceflity of recovering 
a loft and broken fortune, as well as conftitution, forced fubmiftion ; he re¬ 
turned in the Warren, Captain Glover, for Bengal, where he arrived with 
unabated zeal for your mtereflsi and with this noble and elevated fentt- 
ment, (frequently expreffed in his letters to us) that it would he cruel 
acd unjuft, a whole body of people, and many among them widows 
*' and orphans, fhould fufferfor the ingratitude, partial and feU-intYcftfd • 
views of their/rir/fW; and that he had In his heart (and hojud ever 
« fliould) always made this juft dtftinftion between the body of Propric- 
tors, and their Direflors,"-A ihort period gave him an opportumty 

of ma nI feftin g thi s pri nci pi c. 

The lands ceded to the Company by Jafficr Aly Khan, diftinguilTied by 

Y z tiic 
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the name of the 24 Purgunnahsj bad been held In the Company's hands, 
and in the fpacc of 16 months had produced net about 384,000 Rupees, 

excluCve of 222,000 for Col, Clive’s Jagire.-This fmall produce, Soin 

fo large a territory, drew Mr. Hohvell’s attention i he remedied, that if the 
trifling diftridt of the Zemindary of Calcutta was capable of yielding a net 
profit of r 20,000 Rupees a year, that of the 24 Purgunnahs ought to yield 
more than double what it appeareef to do.—Upon this reflection, he labour* 
ed to acquire the real value of thofc lands, which, after about three months 
indcfitigable private Icarch, he effeded, and found the fame chain of rogue¬ 
ries here, that he bad traced in the Zemindary Calcutta j and that their 
fpeclfic worth greatly exceeded his firfl conjedlure. 

The board of Calcutta feemed fenflble that fome other meafure muft be 
adopted, than that of keeping thefe lands in the Company's limds, but 
were greaity divided in opinion which to chufe, among the many expe¬ 
dients propofed. 

Mr, Holwell, thus fully armed, threw the following letter into the board. 

-m 

To tlie Worihipful Charles Manningham, Efqj See, Council, 

Worfhipful Sir and Sirs, Calcutta, June n, i;r5g, 

I Beg leave to trouble you with a few fentiments on tlie difpofaj of the 
Company’s lands, which has for ibtne time pa ft been the objeft of our 
councils i the fubjeA is of importance to our Honourable Employers, and 
cannot be too much deliberated upon, 

1 believe we are all unanimous in fome clrcumftanccs which more parti¬ 
cularly require our attention In this affair, to wit, the honour of the Com¬ 
pany, the acquiring a perfedt knowledge of the value of the lands, the 
making this branch of the revenues lefs complicate and Intricate, as well 
as lefs expen five in the colleding; — but with refpea to the means, we 
feem nor quite fo clear. — Any one gentleman declaring fully his opinion 
on your confulrations, may poflibly make us unanimous here alfo. 

The ftep we arc already determined in, of divefting the farmer of all 
power in the royalties and judicial authorities of the Purgunnahs, bids fair 
far the fecurity of the Company’s honourj as tbefe articles heretofore, being 
alfo farmed, became the fource of heavy cruelties and oppreffions on the 

tenants.^;-- Rut ftitl there feems (o be fomething wantini;, to give us a 

perkCt fccurtty in this particular; — and that is* to lake the utmoft care 
ill our power, that eke whole body of the lands do not, by any junto or 

private 
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private confederacy, fall into tlic hands of people with whom we (hould 
not truft any part of our own fortunes or confidence. I am urged to this 
precaution, from the propofal laid before you the fourth inftant, by fix or 
ievcn confpicuous natives of the lettlement, of an advance of 110,001 Ru¬ 
pees on the whole lands. With refpcfl to their propofal, I will only add 
an offer of 10,000 Rupees more per annum, on their terms: — Not that 
1 willi myfclf, or any one elfe, in poflcffion of them on terras fo vaguy 
and artful. 

That keeping the lands in our hands will never lead us to a knowledge of 
their real value, is now (to me) proved beyond coutradiflion. — Sonic of 
thole who figned the propofal of the fourth are well converfant in the 
nature of their undertaking j and better judges ftill (as I am informed) arc 
concerned, tho’, as yet, they a^l behind the curtain j and to me it is incon¬ 
ceivable, that thefe Eaftern Machiavels in fineffe would offer fuch an an¬ 
nual advance, without a moral certainly of adequate gain. In this pofi- 
tion I am Rill more confirmed, by the advance offered from other quar¬ 
ters, on diftin£t and garbled parts of the Purgunnahs, which in fact ex¬ 
ceeds the others. 

If we have been hitherto kept fo far from the knowledge of the real 
value of thefe lands, after j6 months poffcfiion, what are we to expetH:, 
when, from the courfe of the fervicc, they are no longer under tlie condutl 
of the prefent colledtor, whofe knowledge in this branch mufl: be greatly 
fuperior to any gentleman that fuccceds Iiim ; and whofe vigilance in the 
execution of this truft cannot be exceeded. From the experience I have 
had in infinitely a lefs, tbo' fimllar objeft, 1 know it is impolhble for any 
one gentleman, with che moft extcnfive talents and integrity, to fuperin- 
tend this revenue in fuch manner as to prevent the company being injured ; 
his attention cannot be every where 5 confidence muft be placed in a multi¬ 
tude ; and it happens mail unluckily, that this confidence centers from ne- 
ccfltiy in a race of people, who, from their infancy, are utter ftrangers to 
the very idea of common faith or honefty. 

The other plan of difpofing of the lands to the multitude of people who 
have oficred an advance on particular parts of each Purgunnah, I have 
ftrotig and equal obje^ions to, I am lenfible thefe objeftion^ ft'ould have 
been laid before you fooncr; and would, had I thought mylclf tboncr ma¬ 
iler of the fubjeiff, —We know not what or who ihde people are. 1 fore- 
fee a very great rif:juc of deficiencies In the rents, as well ;is much Lontu- 
fion and needicfs c«pence emailed on this expedient, and ourlclves removed 
as far as ever from gaining a knowledge of the real value of this new and 
important acquifiiion. On the whole, therefore, 1 am ot opinion, that* 

there 
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there is no eSeftuat method to arrive at this knowledge, and make the lands 
yield every advantage to our Honourable Employers j hut by putting them 
up to public auflion, in fiogle Turgunnahs, uuder the reftriflions already 
publiflied. — People of fubftance will be the only bidders for an entire Par- 
gunnah ; the bad and unprofitable parts will go with the goml and valua¬ 
ble, and the rifque of deficiencies in the rents be guarded againft i the e*- 
penecs of colledting will, in a manner, be reduced to nothing, and this 
branch of the fcrvice be rendered lefs complicated and intricate, by our hav* 
ing 25 porebafers only tt) account with os, in place of 5 or Ooo. 
lam, with rerpedt, 

Worfliipful Sir and Sirs, 

Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

J. Z. Holwelh 

This letter lay for cofifiderailarT, theB >ard rufpending their final refulu- 
tion until they were joined by Governor Ciive, who was then abfent. On 
his arrival Adr. IJolsvell crmamuiiicated to liirti the rciult of his relcarches, 
muebing the Purgunnahs i and at the lame time laid before him the fallow¬ 
ing efiimatc^he tiad formed of ihcir real value, and the means by which 
he had acquired his knowledge, 


A moderate Estimate of the value of 24 PiracuNNAHs, 
- ■* - Sicca Rupees 130,000 


Magra and Satuil . « _ 

Azeemabad 

Mora GolTec - - > _ _ 

Mydon Moll, Ekubberpore, Pycha Koolee 
Burridge Plotee, Ekiearpore - , _ _ 

Gurr „ 

Hotteagur, Myda - . - . _ 

Ballea, Bullundrce - . _ _ . 

Calcutta, Amirpore, Maanpore, Pykon 
Shawpore, Shawuagore, Karry Jurce, Dui:can Sagur 
Cof:pore - - - _ _ 

Northern Purgunnah . _ . , _ 


1,0,000 
90,000 
90,000 
75.000 
15,000 
35,000 
70,000 
65,000 
ZiiiOOO 
10,000 
52,COO 


Sicca Rupees 750,000 per annum. 


The firft time the council met, the debate upon the Purgunnahs was re- 
fumed, and Mr. HolwcU's letter of the nth of June read a fecond time, ‘ 
when Governor Clive did him the honour to declare the reafons he gave for 
putting thofc lands up to public fale were unanfwerable j which conturrme 
with [he icatimcnts of the Board, it was unanimouQy rcfolved to throw the 

Purgunnahs 
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Purgunnabs into 15 lots, and farm them out for tbrre yean certain to the 
higheft bidder at public audtion, referving to tbe Company the royalties of 
the lands, as the judicial power, fines, confifeations, buried treafiires, &c. 
&c. — They were accordingly fold, and produced feven Lack, fixty-fivc 
thoufand, feven hundred Skea Rupees, 15,700 Rupees beyond what Mr* 
Holwcll had eftimated they would produce per annum. Let us add the 
produce of the royaities, very moderately eftimated at one Lack and a half 
a year; the whole gives 9 Lack 15,700, befides the value and produce cf 
a large traft of land, taken from the Purgunnahs next adjoining to Calcutta, 
to enlarge its bounds, We will not fay what thanks were due, on this oc- 
cafion, to the zeal, integrity, and capacity of the gentleman we are defend¬ 
ing ; we leave that to your candor. — Thefe were the inferier Masxu'vres 
which the anonymous propagator of Icandal, in his pamphlet of March 
6tb, farcaftkally mentions as reflefltlons upon this gentlemitn’s charadler. — 
But we do not ftop here; — We proceed to rticw you, bis attention and 
capacity was not confined to this branch of your revenues and lands only; 
in order to which, we lhall iofert the following letter from .Mr, HoLvell, 
to a gentleman who, a few years paft, was at the head of your affairs at 
home j to whofe integriry, abilities and appliotion you fiand, we wit) be 
bold to fay, as highly indebted, as to any gentleman that ever fat in your 
direilion — We have his permillion for this liberty i and indeed, the in- 
fetting it is, in Ibme fort, ncceffary to confirm arrd explain fafls Jufl now 
recited, that you may not think we have picked them up to aoiwer any 
prefent purpofe. 


To JOHN PAYNE, Efqj 

Dear Sir, Calcutta, Dec. 30, 1759. 

T O fhorten my remarks on the important fubjedt of your lands, I inclofe 
you copy of my letter to the council, of the nth of June, when the 
Colonel was upon the Patna expedition ; it then produced no other effe^^t 
than poftponing our refolves until his arrival; when the affair being re¬ 
fumed, he did me the honour, with the reft of the board, of thinking my 
rcafotis for a public fale of the lands, byaudtion, unanfwerable, and the 
fame was reiolved on unanimoufly; the event more than anfwercd my ex- 
peftation. 1 had taken great pains in ferreting out the real value of the 
lands, which was covered with aim oft impenetrable obfeurity and difficul- 
ticE.; and by an eftimate 1 gave the Colonel at his return, ventured to pro¬ 
nounce they would yield at leaff leven Lack and a half; and the totd of 
their fales, on the 31ft of July, amounted to ftven I.atk, fixty-five thou¬ 
fand feven hundred Stcca Rupees, cxclufive of feveral referves in favour of 
‘ the Company, fuch as a coniiderablc ua^ of land taken from the Purgon- 
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nahs adjoinmg to Calctitta, to extend its bounds; and all advantages refijlr- 
ing from holding the royalties and judicial proceedings, &C. in our hands, 
on the Company’s account; fo that 1 judge, the whole produce of thefe 
lands (the before-mentioned refenfes included) will be annually between 
nine and ten Lack, the fum 1 think 1 guelVd they would produce, when 
once in conference with you upon this fuhjeft. From this the Coloners 
Taggicr, of two Lack twenty-two thoufand Rupees, being deduced, there 
will remain a net annual revenue to the Company of about feven Lack 
cigh'y thoufand Sicca Rupees per annum, on the fame lands which yield¬ 
ed net to the Company, the lart year when the revenues were collected on 
the governments plan, only three Lack, eighty-four tbouiand, or there¬ 
abouts, as you will learn from the accounts of this revenue, now tranf- 
mitted to the Company. I fee the Court of Diredfors fVare with aflonidi- 
ment at this iocreafe ; you will Rare too, my dear Sir, as a proprietor. — 
Methinks I hear them and you cry out. What the devil became of this 
dtflirence tlic laft year, as it muft have been coUcffed, beyond the pofli- 
bility of a doubt; or from whence can this advance atilwcr to the prefent 
farmers ? The anfwcr is eafy and obvious — the difference fell Ihort in 
its way to the Company’s irealury, by tlie ftlt-iamc roads your former re¬ 
venues were diffipated, prior to my beginning the reform in your Zemin- 

dary-by the harpies employed in collecting. It may be farther alked, 

as the difference is fo important and ffriking, How comes it to pafs, that 
no rcirofpedHon feems to have been thought of ? Here, I anfwer for my- 

lelf;- 1 fought the Company’s battles for a feriesof five years, and what 

encouragcmclit and reward I received for it in the end, you and the world 
have rt:en ; the old farms producing an advance, on an average, of 46 per 
cent, at their firft fair fate, was proof enough of former frauds, the more 
fp, as this advance encreaied every year, and the other branches in propor¬ 
tion. As your former Zemindars could not juflly be deemed culpable in 
that cafe, from the frequent changes in the poff; fo in the prefent, no blame 

f iroperly fuls on your colkdfor, the truft being too extenfive and complicate 
or the due execution and attention of any one man exifling; though the 
fr.iuds here are equally obvious from the extraordinary increafe at a fair and 
public fate, where the farmer was laid under every pofTible check and rc- 
ffratnt, that can cither prevent his debafing the lands, or opprefling the 
tenants; and yet there is a moral ccrtiinty of proAt to him at the expira¬ 
tion of the three years j and that they will then yield a further increafe to 
the Company. But rot to lofc fight entirely of a retrofpedion ; I, for tily 
own part, think, that at prefent the operators are too well prepared for a 
ferutiny they muff for many months have expefled; they have been in ab- 
fblute poffqfilun of all accounts and papers relative to the lands, and have 
cunning enough to take care thefe accounts fhall tally with the credits: 
bclides, ihould we even fucceed in our proofs, we fhould find this plunder 

divided 
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divided into fuch a multitude of hands, our gain at hfl would bo only our 
treble for our pains. Thai I fliould h.wc no iloinach to take ihe lead 
in an enqulnr of this nature, you will readily account for j md if I do 
not I am ro 7 c no body die will It appears incumbent on Mr. Frank 

on anv body, to account to the Company for the extraordii;a^ difference 

Wee 7 tL orient falcs and his laft ycarVcolteaions j butUus I conc^te 
h^ wdll hardly think worth his while fo near his departure j and no ho. y 
knows beuer than himfelf the fmall probability of its being ^ 

fuccets or credit, or thank* from his employers, who have, I 
oretty well cooled the zeal of their fervaots for aMcmpts of this kmd. The 
vrrvTieteaion of frauds, and incrcafe of the Company s rei^cnucs, tlw 
founded on the principles of faithfolncfe, honour, equity, and humanit), 
were fby fools, influenced by knaves) brought m bar ^amll my receiving 
the revvard and commiferation, which jullicc extorted from tliem la f- 
vour of the moft junior fcrvani in the Prelidcncy, 

Before I entirely quit mv fobjedl of the lands, I mufl clear up fo yo^ ^ 

ris w=» 

full cQtiviaion tlvit the lime fyffem of Iraods 
Zemindarv of the provinces i and from a general 
tries eranted fo us, it appeared to me moft aftomfhmg, 

m^re than was brou^^ht fo tlic Company's credit, at the dole ol the 
l^Anrll laft* when fo fmall a territory as Calcutta produced, on a 

year, p -fn-,! an incrcafe of 71 to 8o,ooo Sicca Ru peci per antium. 

ou?^ ransfafiory r«fon jTd to ac. u„. .o 
myfclfforit, but without fuccefs untiH learnt, byacetdentr, 
four of the old ftanders, employed as tax-gatherers and rtniers in t i 

nnabe had been difmiffcd, at the inftigalion of the new operators. I 
feat nrivWly for one or two of the moft creditable of them, and enquired 
into the caufe of their difmiffmn } and this brought on an opening of the 
x.vha'6 fccnc and gave me fufBcicnt foundation for forming mv letter of 
the nth of June: ifad that failed in bringing the lands to a 
the hieheft bidder, 1 had formed my refolution to lay the lights 1 * 

„LXfore Mr. Frankland (from which I knew, on the whoie. he «as 
keot in thedark'l and if this had fallen fliort of my views, 1 foould then 
hi iSd th^ Council, but by the iflue 1 have the plea.ure of 

feeing the Company in poffeffion of pretty near the value ol P‘ 
nSon without ^ing myfelf involved in debates and contention. I bus. 
irCluTXyou malL of this fubjed in as (hurt a detail ns pof- 
lihle l fhah remark, that the fame chain of rau . rui 

ft rough the revenues of the whole empire but more particularly in th Je 
X provinces, to the heavy annual lo| oi the crown, aciicuoiftance which 
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may, in a future favourable conjunfture, be well worth confideration i at 
preienC wc have but to aflt and have, a more eafy acquljinon of the Suba- 
dary than that we have already obtained of the Purgimnahs j but the ttmea 
are not yet ripe for fo great a grafp, nor have we fufficient ftrcngth to hold 
itj tho’ it ia certain, were we Suhas of the provinces, the Emperor W'ouid 
regularly receive more than double the revenues thele provinces ever produ¬ 
ced to him; and the Faflr-India Company become, in a fliort time, the 
rlcheft body of fubjcdts in the world. 

Little need be faid with refped to your Import Wareboufe. On my ta¬ 
king that charge, 1 found my prcdeceiTor, Mr. Bcchcr, had left me little 
ornothing to reform or regulatei for w-hich the Company and I owe him 
thanks. That you may be convinced the tales of their imports have not 
fuffered under my conduft, 1 indofc you copies of the only two made fince 
my being at the head of this office; the fecond fale's falling iomething fliort 
of the fir ft, muft be attributed to the quantity of goods of the fir ft lale 
laying on the merchants hands, at the period appointed’for the fccond^ 
occafioned by the long alarm of the Shaw Zadda's advance into the pro¬ 
vinces, which put a total ftop, for fbnte mouths, to the trade of thecoun- 
Iry} and for fbme time to the provifion of your arung inveftments. * 

Ycu will find by this (hip's advices, the board have made pretty free 
with your orders, touching the fea cuftoms; the prefent times, in fadt, 
not admitting the carrying them to a greater height, without a rifque of the 
qJs of trade to your fcttlennent. As the cufloms and duties arc now 
itipuhted, I judge they will, with vigilance, produce a very acceptable 
revenue to the Company, It is the very worft policy in the world to load 
trade with the utmoft duty it will bear, or to pu(L up the faksof eitlier 
your lands or imports to their greatdl value j an opening for a fair profit 
cl?? ^ merchant and farmer, or the confequence, in the 

r I oppreffions on the tenams, and no 

tales at all of your imports of woollen go^s, &c. 


I really want courage to touch, or animadvert on your immenfe ftanding 
cxpenccs, as 1 fee not any prefent plan we can fail on for the red u a ion ot* 


of /nT?^"r calculate I made at home 

^ ^ pronounced the gentlemen here had been 

no fanpuj? Court ot Diredtors, that they iliould want 

that orecimrat * ^ years. _ We h.ive felt the confequence of 

piCLipuatc paragraph, and ^v^■rc reduced to the necefiitv of opvnintr the 

.reafury deen, >„ Aug„tt Ul, /„ ,h« fupply of M.drafi fod ool cS 

fcrvice. 
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fcrvicc. We took this opportunity of reducing the ufual intereft of ninO 
per cent, to eight j it was propofed to reduce it to fix per cent.; but had 
we perfifted in that* wc might have Ihut our doors again ^ for fince tlie 
large fums remitted the laft year, money has recovered its former valuj 
from its fcarcity, as every thing elfe docs. 

I am» Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant. 


We fliall add one remark only on this fuhjea of the Purgunnahs, and that 
from good autliority, viz. that there was a moral certainty of yet a very 
confiderable advance upon the next falc, for they were not at the firft lale, 
pufhed up to their utinofi: value, but a latitude left for the farjiier to make 
a handfome profit, which we have good allurancc was the cafe, one lot 
excepted, which was purchafed too high by a fpiteful corofietition between 
two of the natives. The farmers, for their own lakes, w'iU improve the 
lands and revenues j and confcquenily their value at the next fates muil be 
inhanced, which we hope has fo proved for your fakes; and we tloubt not 
but the Afan^uvres of our friend hitherto, will rcfleft honour upon his cha- 
rafter, tn place of the infinuated reproach of this an^n^wotis Jlanderet j and 
that his firft charge, which for certain rcafoiis we ip€.ik to Uft, will ap¬ 
pear to be equally falfe and fcandslous. 

This charge. To boldly aflerted agalnll Mr. Hoi well, Is, in its nature, of 
fo black a dye, that did we think there was a lhadow of foundation for it, 
we Ihould bluOi to take up the pen In his defence, — Led you fhould have 
loll fight of it, vi'c think it needful to prcfeni it again to your view. [Amn. 
page 37.) « His (Colonel Clive’s) fucccflbr in the Government, •who had 
** tem particularly infrunifntat in I ringing down Sou Rtijah Doyh, and 
“ conjequcntly in occafonhtg tbefrjl revolution inBcngai — that Is, neither 
more nor Icfe, than without referve, charging Mr, HoKvell with being tlie 
caufc of all the defolatlon and mifery which overwhelmed your futtlcmcnts 
in Let this Proberj as he fomewhere calls himfclf, anfwcr this 

charge to the Prober of all HeartSt whilft we, from the materials tn our 
power, proceed In our defence againft it. 

And here it is with the deepell grief and concern we find ourfrlvcs ob¬ 
liged to open a wound, which we hoped had been doled for ever ; liut 
thus prtfTcd, thus ftlmulaicd, what can we do? Shall wc abandon our 
friend to the impreflions of this infamous accufation, when we know the 
redtitude of his heart and conduft ? Forbid it. Truth I forbid it, Jufiice ! 
The real caufes of that calamity and ruin have been long hid from the 
public, under the tr/Vof fecrccy, in Leadcnliall-flrcet. We will untold 
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no more of it than frlcndlliip exafts from iis,^There was a period when 
jufttce to individuals fliould have moved your Court of Direftcrs to have 
laid the whole before you, but partial views forbad it. It has plainly ap^ 
peared to you, by the Letter of the a^th of IVlSrch, 17571 that Mr. 
HolwcU was then marked for dcHrudlion ^ the force of evidence and fafls 
could not withold tire applaufes and acknowledgments due to his merit 
and fcrvkes, but (he clogg in council was again put on, which was fo po¬ 
litely and juftly taken off in (755. This was a favour not much coveted 
by him % but, when granted, did him honour^ Greater djfhonour was 
the confcquence, when this reflridlion was again impofed upon his riling. 
It did, as was plainly intended, leSen him in the eye of the natives and 
your fervants abroad, and fufficiently declared the fentiments of that Bom¬ 
bay Fa<ffion, which loon after obtained the lead in your Direfeion, But 
to refume our fubjedt. 

Mr. Holweil obtaining his liberty at Moorfliadabad, promiled, (in a 
iTiort letter he wrote to the two other Prefidencies of Bombay and Ma- 
drafs) that he would Lrunfmit to the Company a particular account of the 
reaitaiifij, which drew on your Prefidency of Bengal fuch fatal calami¬ 
ties, Accordingly, at Fulta, he made good that promife in the following 
letter, addreffed to your Court of Diredtors, through the channel of your 
Council there. Little did be then think he fhould ever have occafion 
for, or be under a neccflity of producing it in his own vmdicacion. 


To the Honourable the Court of Dircflors for Affairs of the Honourable 
the United Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft-Indies, 


Honourable Sirs, 


goth iVotr. 1756. 


IMmcdlatcly on my being releafed from my impnfonment and fetters at 
Miixadalrad, I addreded your ttvo FrcEdcncies of Bombay and Fort 
St, George, on the fubjeS of the lofs of your poileEions in thefe parts, 
under dale the 17th of July lafi, and again on my arrival at Houghly, 
umkr date the gd of Auguft, when I duly forwarded to them- duplicates 
of thofc 1 dlfpatched from Muxadabad, and requeued the advices I gave 
there might be traDfmitted to you by the moft expeditious conveyance j 
and at the fame time referred to a particular narrative of the cauks, and 
various accidents, which brought on the heavy lofs you have fuftained : 
ibis 1 proinifcd to forward as foon as my he.ihh would enable me. The 
llo.v rccovciy of my light, much impaired by the ihqck and iniury my 
ncrvc-s lUlTercd that fatal night in the Black Hole, and from being expofeJ 
to the itin on my pafljgc to Muxadabad, mult plead my pardon for your 
not receiving the iiairative I prom tied, by the drip dU’patched, 1 under- 
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ftand Tome time this month* from your PreGdency-of Fort St. George, 
and bv which 1 am fenGbic you will receive many different narratives arid 
accounra of the caules of our misfortunes j leaving thofc to your impartial 
confideration—1 fit down to dtfwharge this part of my duty, humbly in- 
treating you will believe me determined to pay the flridlell. regard to truth, 
to the beJl of my knowledge j and that I will not, by any re pre fen tat ion, 
either in rcafoning or fafts, endeavour to midead your judgments, or in¬ 
fluence them either in favour of inyfelf, or to the disfavour of any one 
elfe, further than jullke to myfelf, and the ftate and nature of things, 
will make it unavoidable j fhunning, as much as poffihle, any repetition 
of matters already tranfmitted you in my letters of the 17th of July, 
and 3d of Aoguft laft, which 1 requeft may be kept in your view, as I 
do not find caulc to retradl any efiendal part of them. 

2d. Mahabut Jung (better known by the name of Ally Verdi Cawn) 
dcmiCng on the 9th of April lull:, was fucceeded in the government of the- 
Subafhip by his grandfun Sarajud Dowla, without oppofition, excepting 
from the young Begum, relia of Shaw Amet Jung, uncle of Surajud 
Dowla. This Princefs, forefccing her liberty and the itnmenfe wealth of 
her ktely-deceafed hulband, would fall r. fucrilice to the new Suba* hid 
meditated for fome time the raifing another to the Subafhip, and with 
this view retired, before the death of tlic old Suba, to her palace, (fome 
diftance from the city.) named Mootce-Gicl, with Raagbiillob, the De- 
wan of her late hufband, Naa^ur Aly Cawn, and others the mofl faith¬ 
ful of her officers and domefiics i where flie fortified berfdf, and railed 
fome troops to oppofc the fucceffion of her nephew. When the difpute 
was near coming to extremities, the oM Begum, rdidt of Ally Verdy 
Cawn, interpofed w'lch her mediation, by which, and the promifo oi 
Surajud Dowla. that the Princefs fhould remain in full pcflefiion and fc- 
curity of life, liberty, and property, (he was prevailed on to dllhand her 
rroops. fubmlttcd to the bauilliment from the provinces, Nazzur Aly 
Cawn" and two other officers, and returned to the city i where Ihe was 
no fooner arrived than Ihe was made a prilbner, and her palaces and poi- 
feffions IciKed and confifeated to the Suba's ufe. 

■id The new Saba having, on his fucceflion to the government, fent 
advice thereof, with a feerpaw, (or drefs) to Shoucurjung, his coufin, the 
Nabob of Purranea: this latter returned the feerpaw. and dilavowed ihh- 
miffion to him as Suha of the Provinces; iffirting his government of Pur- 
ranca to be left by Ally Verdy Cawn independant of him. This ecca- 
fioned tlte refcatment of Surajud Dowla. wiio refolvcd to reduce him by 
force, and after he had hid the (lorm the young Begum had attempted 
to raife againft him, he im mediately marched againft Hhoucutjuug with a 
aton^ armv, which had beeu raifed by the old Subs, forefccing the diffi- 
® ' cuities 
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ctih'ics h‘i3 grindfon would have to encounter after hi 5 death. Hone I 
mull leave the Suba on his march^ and go back in point of time to mat¬ 
ters no Ids neceflary to invefligate the real caufts of his fubf'equent march 
to Calcutta -f which is fb blended with lome incidents attending the Sate 
change and government at Muxadabad, that it is impofltble to'givc a dil- 
titidt view of the one, withont a (Iiort recital of the otJiers. 

4th. On the death of Shaw Amet Jung, (more generalW known by 
the name of Neviraris Mahomet Cawn) and diving the life of the oid 
Stiba, Surajud Dowla, who had in the reins of governmetat in his 
hand', long before the dec cafe of his grandfather, feized on RaagbuHob 
abovemeniioned, the chief officer of Shaw Amet Jung, and by fmprifon- 
nicnt and other dcipotic and I'evcre ntethods, endeavoured to force from 
him a CDiifelTion and discovery of Shaw Amet Jung's riches t but the 
minifter, faithful to his deceafed mafter, could not be brought to any 
confedion injurious to the inUrcfl of his furviving family, and after a few 
days fufferiiigs, obtained his liberty by the intcrceffion of the young Be¬ 
gum, with her father and mother, Ally Verdy Cawn and his Begum : but 
Ka,ig Bulloh being fenfible the refolutlon he had (hewn for the intereft of 
the family of his deceafed mailer, (between whom and Surajud Dowla there 
hud been a long hatred and animoftty) would never be forgiven by Sura- 
JuJ Dovvia, thought it incumbent upon him to provide as well as he 
could for the fafety of himfeif. And in refentment for the ufage he had 
uiijuftly received for his integrity to the young Begum, readily entered 
into her councils to oppofe the fucceffion; and finding the death of the old 
Suba was near at hand, and reccllcdting his own family and greateft part 
of bis wealth were expofed to danger at Dacca, his firft care was to draw 
them to a place of fccurity j in order to which he applied to Mr, Watts, 
your Cliief at Collimbuzar, telling him his family were going from D,icca 
to worfliip at Jaggernaut, and ftiould take Calcutta in the way; requeft- 
iiig, at the lame time, that they might there find a proper reception, Mr. 
Watts accordingly wrote to the Prcfidcnt, and I think to Mr, Manning- 
ham, to much the fame effect. Tbcfe letters arrived during the abfence 
of your Prefident at Ballilore, and much about the time that Kiflendas, 
the cldc ft fon of RaagbuUob, and the family reached Calcutta, from Dac¬ 
ca j at leaft 1 know no othervvife, for in the evening, I think, of the 
13th of March, my people at the Water fide Chow keys brought me in¬ 
telligence, that Raagbullob's family was arrived from Dacca, and that 
they liad received orders from Mr, Manningham for their admittance, 
who having occalion to fummon a Council the nest morning, for the dif- 
patch of the Negrai’s fupplics, flicwcd me Mr, Watts's letter to the Pre- 
fident, who likewLfc communicated the fame to me on his return to the 
Icttlement. This letter, I now underftand, the Prcfidcnt has loft amongft 


the reft of his papers j though I often Cnee the commencement of our 
troubles, as he muft recollect, urgeti to him the neccCity of preferring 
it in his own and our vindication; however, as I bad twice perufed it, 
and had Cnee occafion enough to retain in my memory the firft impref^ 
Cons I had received of it, 1 can venture to affert it was near the foIJowbg 
purport; ® 

" That he, Mr. Watts had been applied to by Raagbullob, the Chuta 
“ Begum's Dewan, who advifed him that his family had left Dacca with 
“ intention to go to worihip at jaggernaut, and fhould take Calcutta in 
" his way, and requefted he would write to their Governor touching their 
reception there, and that they might be fuppltcd with boats, or aught 
clfc they might have occaiton for on their expedition i that in compli- 
ance with liaagbollob’s intimation and requeft, he wrote, and recom- 
mended hts family’s being received with all poffiblc refpefl and regard, 
not only on account of his influence with the Chuta Begum, but as 
his power at Dacca might be of the utmoft confeqocnce to our Ho- 
*' Dourable Mailers affairs there." 

In confequence of this recommendatory letter, and the reafons urged 
by Mr. Watts, they were received in the fcttlement, and treated with all 
poffible regard;:. Whether Mr. Watts knew, or can he fuppofed to have 
judged, that Raa^ullob^s family going to Jaggernaut to worlhip, was a 
pretence only to facilitate their obtaining a protedtion in Calcutta, I can¬ 
not fay; but 1 recolledt the Prefldent's communicating to me another let¬ 
ter he received from Mr. Watts, about the time that the death of the old 
Suba was deemed inevitable, wherein he recommended it as expedient, 
“ That KilTendafs, and the reft of Raagbullob s family ftiould have no 
longer proiection in Calcutta, as it was very uncertain what turn things 
** would take after the deceafe of the Sub.i" The Prtfident will, J doubt 
not, do me the jufticc of acknowledging I enforced this lalutary advice, 
and prefled more than once the difmilliQn of this family, forefecing they 
would be demanded ^ and Mr. Manningham and myfclf had many un- 
eafy conferences on the protedlion being continued to them, fearing it 
might be productive of troublefome confeqaences, and pofiibly embroil us 
with the new government, (hould they remain in the fcttlement u;itll the 
Suha’s dcceafL'. Why the Prelident debyed their dilmiiTiofi, 1 am at a 
lots how to account iorj but certain it is, had they been oM g d to quit: 
the place, a handle would have been taken away from many, who (jave 
been loo ready to Urge and maintain the protcilion given to tins S-irnilv as 
the greateft, nay, the lolc caufe that drew on u$ the Suba’s rcfcntmcnt • 
which I doubt not of convincing 5'our Honourable Court is very tlillant 
from the trl||^. I'heir diftmlilou, however, would have faved us from 
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a moft difficult firaaiion which we prefcntly fell into; for 
received advice qf the death of Ally Verdy Cawn. than we had notice 
alto of the (land made againft Surajad Dowlas fucceflioo, by the young 
Be<nim and her partyi of which Raagbullob was the chief mmifter and 
tuv^'-uritc of his miftrefs j fo that it became at that junaure a dangerous 
ttep to the Company s interea to turn his family out of the feltkment, 
the more cfpedally as for Tome days advices from all quarters were m fa¬ 
vour of die Beeum's party. Notwithtlauding which, as the new Suba 
ha^ been proclaimed in the city, tlie Prefident wrote the ufuaL coogratula- 
lory letter to him, which was favourably received. 

cth. Here it becomes needful to recite, that fomc little time before the 
old Suba s death, the Preddeot received a private letter from Mr. Watts ■ 
to the loUowing purport: *' That there was a multitude of the govern- 
** ment's foies at Calcutta j that the Imall ftrength of its fortifications and 
*■ garfiibn, and the ealy capture of it, were the public diicourfe of the 
•« city and durbar ^ and that it behoved hdr. Dralce to be upon his guard, 

** and by Ibme means prevent the government’s fpics bringing daily in tel- . 

ligence to the durbar of the weak fiiuatJon of the place. This letter 
the Prcfident communicated to me, and gave me orders, as Zemindar to 
make a drift enquiry after fuch as might juftly be fufpefted, and that bad 
no real call of bufinefs in the place ; and alfo that 1 would ifluc orders 
to the fcveral Chowkeys, or places of guard, to admitmone to land, or be 
admitted into the town without his orders, Thefe inftruftions 1 immedi¬ 
ately obeyed, and feveral fulpefted perfons were, in cDufequencc of them* 
turned out of the place, and none admitted without a ftrift examination. 

6 th. On Raagbullob’s withdrawing himfelf, with the young Begum, 
to Mootee Giol, Surajud Dowla difpatched Naran Sing, brother to Ra- 
jaram, the Fowzdaar of Midnapore, to Cdcutca, with a perwannah, the 
contents of which were, to demand ICitlendals and his family to be de¬ 
livered up between eight and nine In the evening of, I think, the 14 th of 
April. The Prefident being at Barafiit, and Mr. Manningham at his 
country refidence, Omychund came and advifed me that Naran Sing had 
g.>t. ill ihc difguife of a European drefs, into the fcttlcment, and had 
ihc Sulu’s perwannah to demand Raagbullob's family, and was at his 
houfe afking, U'hether I would permit his bringing him to viiit me ? As 
he had sot cnfranca into the place, I thought it advifeahk to fee him, 
and Osnychuiul brought him accordingly in about half an hour, 1 re- , • 
ceived him with tlvc rrfpeft due to a brother of H^rim. an officer in 
much trull and confidence with both the bie and prelltu he ten- 

dered me his pcrwan.ib, but 1 excufed myelt from ^ it was # 

aidrefled to the Governor, who I told him wou;d bS' ir^own in the 

* morning. 
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mocningT on whlck he took well latisfied. tn ihe morning cflrly 

I fent for tlie jemmautdanr of the Chowkey where Naran Sing landed, 
and was goic^ to punUli him for,.s^miKihg any one in the feltlcment with¬ 
out orders, when he informed at Naran Sing came in the difguiie 
of a common Bengali Pykar; that he oppofed hia landing, but that foon 
after Oniychund's fervants came to him with -a tneftage, ftgnifying that 
he was a relation of his houfc, and that Ki" might admit hioj. Soon af¬ 
ter, on advice that the PreQdent was retHroed to tojvn, 1 waited on him 
with the report of thi^ tranfadUonj .^nd fou0^«^ith him McRieurs 
Maaningham and FrankJand ^ we weje all % good deal embarrafltil 
how to on this occation, claat the fume reafons that before forbid 
tlie iamily's being turntd out of the place, after the Suba's death, ftill 
fubftAed equally ftrong agaiufl delivering them up, as the conteft was yet 
undecided between Surajud Dowla and the young Begum. The refult at 
laft of our deliberations was, tlrat as Naran Sing had Hole like a thief and 
a ipy into the fetdemem (and not like one in the public charadler lie 
prerended, and as bearing the Saba's orders) the Prefident fliould not re¬ 
ceive him or his per wan ^ ; which refolutlon was put iti executlonji and 
tjie- Preiident fent one of his Chubdaars to him, with orders to quit the 
fcttlement, which lie did : and inftantly letters were dilpatcheii to Mr. 
Watts to advife him of the afiair, with inftni^ions to guard againft any 
ill confequence which might arife from it* 

yth. The foregoing is. Honourable Sirs, a faithful narrative of the pro- 
teiflion given to KifFcndafs, tire fun and family of Raagbullob, which has 
been indufirioufiy and malicioufly by fume, and crroneouHy by others, 
circulated as the principal caufc of the lofs of your fettlements in Bengal t 
an event which, I will foon demonftrate, had much deeper and more re¬ 
mote foundation : for on your ChiePs at CofTiiribuzar making a proper 
reprefitmatlon of this affair at the Durbar, it hardly occafioned any emo¬ 
tion or difplcafurc in the Siiha, nor ever had a place in any of the fuble- 
quent complaints forwarded to us, through the channel of that fubor- 
dinaie, 

8 th, The probability of a breach with France had been ihe fubjedb of 
difeourfe for feme time, before it was confirmed to us by the arrival of 
your letter on the Debwar ; and as about the fame time we received news 
of the taking Gyria by his Majefly’s fquadron, both became the fubjeil 
of much fpcculatiou at the Durbar, where the miliTary and naval ftrengEh 
of the Englifti in India were greatly exaggerated, and no fraall pains ta¬ 
ken to infill a dread of it into the government *, and if the agents fur (he 
French EalVIndia Company (whole garrifon at Chandanagore did nor, 
at this period, amount to ^o men) were not at the bottom of thefc re¬ 
ports, it IE at lead, 1 hope, no breach of charity to conclude, they ufed 
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every means in ihcir power to confirm them j at fuch was our in¬ 
formation, when it was confidently afierted in the Durbar at Muzadabad, 
and gained belief, that the Engllfli bad fifteen ihips of war, and a Urong 
Jand-ibree coming to Bengal, 

9ih. On the receipt of your letter by the Dekwar, we began to put 
the rcitlemeot Into as good a pofture of defence as we could i and as 
the parapet and embrazures, as well as the gun-carriag« of the line to 
the wefivvard of the fort» were much out of repair, they became the firft 
object of our attention; a number of workmen were employed, and 1 
believe the parapet and embrazures (the greatell part of which we were 
obliged to pull down) more than half run up, when the Prefideot was 
furprized with a perwanah from the Suba, to the fbltowlng purport: 

That he had been informed we were building a wall, and dig- 
ging a large ditch round the town of Calcutta : That he did 
not approve of our carrying on thefe works without his permit- 
‘‘ fion: And ordered Mr, Drake to delift immediately, and de- 
** ftroy what be had already done,'' 

loth. The French having ftrengthened their fort by an additional ba- 
ftion, which they had at this time compleated, r-cceived, at the fame 
junfture we did, a perwanah to the like effedi; both of them having been 
dhpatched by the Subah, as he was on his march againft the Furrajiea 
Nabob ; and the anfwers to them reached the Suba on the kme day at 
Rajamaal, a ett)' about three days march from Moxadabad ; and the 
French, by the completion of their baftion, being enabled to defift imme¬ 
diately, anfwcred him accordingly j afibring him at the fame time, that 
they had built no new works, and had only repaired one of their baftbns 
which bad been injured by lightning: With which anfwcr he appeared 
fatisfied. 

nth. The reply your Prefident returned to the Saba’s perwanah, was* 
TO the beft of my remembrance, as-folbws: 

“ That the Suba had been mlfinformcd in refped to our building a 
** wall round our town, and we had dug no ditch fince the invafion of 
the Mo*attcfS, at which time wc executed fuch a work at the particu- 
" lar requeft of our inhabitant!., and with the knowledge and approba- 
tion of Ally V rdy Cawn j that in the late war between our nation 
“ arm the French, they had attacked and taken the town of Madrafs, 

** contrary to the neutrality we expciftcJ would have been preferved m tbs 
Mogul’s dominions 5 and that there being at prefent great appearance 

^ ^ another 
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a!^othe^ war between the two crowns, we were under fome aiJpri;hen- 
'< fions they would afl in the fame manner in Bengali to prevent whith 

we were only repairing our line of guns to the water-lidc. 

It is fruitlefa now to wifh this anfvifer had been debated in Council be¬ 
fore it was fent, where I think much impropriety would have appeared in 
it, as the w'hole of it bad a tendciicy to confirm the Suba in a belief of 
thofe infinuations, which had been alicady conveyed to him, that the war 
between us and the French would piohahly be brought into Bcnga], be- 
fides its carrying a tacit refiedtion. ot the Suba s want of power or will to 
protea us. The confcquencc was adequate, for be was much enraged at 
the receipt of It, and immediately ordered your fadlory at Coflimbuzar to 
be inverted j which was accordingly done on the zzd of May, by Roy 
Dullob, of which we received advice from the gentlemen there the 25thj 
and feveral other fubfequent letters, informing us of additional forces be¬ 
ing added on the fadtory, from time to time, and that they espeaed 
every moment to be attacked, and that the Suba was on his march to 
Muxadabad* The fubjea matter of complaint, affigned in every letter. 
Hill regarded the new works we w-ere carrying on in Calcutta. 

12th. On the firfl advice received from the gentlemen at C ffimbu^ari 
we forwarded to them a copy of the Prefident's anfwcr to the Nabob's 
perwanah, and in our ftvcrtl difpatches recommended to them to ufc 
every falutary means in their power to put a ftop to the Snba's reientment. 
and obtain a currency to our buftnef, (which was now obrtm&d at every 
fubordinate and arung). We direded them to alTure the Suba we were 
carrying on no new works j that we had dug no ditch; that our enemies 
had'mifreprefented us j that if he gave no credit to onr afTcnions, we in- 
treated any one he could confide in to Infpedt th m, and wrote the Suba 
repeated letters to the like purpofe. We likewife gave the gentiemen in- 
rtriidiions to remonftrate and exportutate rtrongly againrt this hard treat¬ 
ment. and to endeayonr to trace out* if poflible. whether one or other of 
the European nations was not at the bottom of it* with intent to embroil 
the Company’s affairs, and benefit ihofc of their employers, and to ufc 
all means of knowing from his minirters if the Suba's intentions were to 
extort a fum of money from us (conformable to the unjurt and ufual 
method of his predecefTors;) withal giving them pofitive orders to make 
no concellion, or give any promife touching the demolition of our fortifi.* 
cations. 

13th. Thus, Honourable Sirs* you fee us reduced to the necefpty, ei¬ 
ther of reiirting the arbitrary orders of the Suba, or of abandoning and 
leaving open your Prelidency to the mercy of the French, contrary to 
^ A a 2 your 
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your orders and Intlmadon to Tjs by the Delawar j for to all our remon- 
ftranccs we could receive no fatisfadion from the gentlemen at Coflim- 
buzar, but was flnll advifed, the Suba infifted on our demohfhinB: our new 

works, (when m faft we had made none) and fill un a ditdi we had 
never dug. - * 

vn,!^PV Under date, I think, the ifi of June, xve received a letter from 
n ^ 1 ? Council at Coffimbuzar, advifing, that Roy Doolob had 
told Doflor Forth, that the Suba's refentment was caiifed only bv the 

Baagbazar, and the odagon w5iich 
Mr. Kehall had rcbui t in Jiis garden: And that if we would write the 

would be immediately 

nn^ gentlemen likewile inforcing tliis as a necelTary 

‘doubles, we in full council 
‘ heavy lofs and dlfadvan- 

^ Jour mveflmcnt, by the continuance of die flop- 

JiJdging ihefe works and draw-bridge at Baag- 
bazar fo. far detached, as to be of little ufe in the defence ofShe place 
againft an Europeap enemy, we unanimoufly agreed and determined to 
demolition of them, and the odagon at Mr. KelfaJfs garden s 
and to that purport, as foothmg a letter as could be indited was inAanrli 
drawn up, to the Suba, from the Prefident. and inclofed to Mr Wau^ 
and hi9 Council, to whom we alfo wrote, advifmg them of our comoliance 
^d readmefs to demolith thofe works which had given him difpLfure 
Triplicates of this arafdafs and letter we difpatchcd in four hours, ?o arrive 

rived 

15th. We received another fhort letter under the ^^nx* j . • t 

iftot June, wherein the gentlemen informed us, the forces on ^he fadorv 
amounied to I a,000,. with a train of artillery, and that ^ 

were arrived to attack it, requefting they mizht be rvmf^ 
hundred men; on which a council theirTnneft'taken 

into coo6der.t,on and the five Captaina called in, and defired to tve 
their opinion, whether it was poffible this reinforcemenr rnnl,q t? S ® 
into the place ? They withdrew, and after de^h.n "otonefl n™ 
gave ns their opinion in writing, declaring the thing impfaftlcabTe^ 
that the forte the grn, rmen had in the fcrt was. in leir fndgmen f ’ fuf 

we imtoediatrly difpatched to dtetS. diteling fh"..itra? aT 
cd, to make as good a defence as they could ; and whi*n tli^.a ( t t 
could defend .h% fadinry no lunger; to make rite toft 2^ 
power: but 1 believe nei.Lt this leLei, nor foL"of o^p’S^L^Ltt 

reached 
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reacKcd the gentlemen, the Suba having for fome days cut off all corref- 
pondencc between us; a plain indication that an accommodation was not 
the mark he aimed at. 

16th. On the 6th of June wc had a rumour of Cofrimbuzar’s being 
taken by the Nabob, which was confirmed to us the 7th, by a letter from 
Mr, Matthew Collet, your lecond at that fadtory j which, according to 
my beft rccolledtion, cxprciTed as fallows 1 

*' That upon the Nabob’s repeated orders to his Generals to attack 
« the fadlory, unlefs the Chief went in perfon to him, Mr. 

Watts, by the advice of his Council, thought it more adtfife- 
** able to go to the Nabob, than rifk involving the Company in a 
« war with the Government j that Ire accordingly did fo on the 
2d of June, and on coming to his prefence was made a pri- 
“ loner, and orders lent for Mr. Collet, (and 1 think Mr. Batfon) 
** to attend him j likewife to fign, jointly with Mr. Watts, a ma- 
** kulka, (or obligation, with a penalty annexed) which order 
" they obeyed 5 but in place of being fet at liberty, upon figning 
ihcmakulka required, Mr. Collet was fent back to the fadiory, 
** with diredlions to deliver it up to Roy Doolob, which he was 
" obliged to comply with, and was then giving up the account 
** of the cannon, ammunition, and military ftorcsi that the fac- 
“ lory was rot plundered, and the Nabob was determined to 
inarch to Calcutta with his whole army, clltmated then at 
“ 50,000 men, bcfidcs a large train of artillery.” 

The reafons which fwayed Mr, Watts to quit his government at fuch a 
junfturc as that, and trufl himfelf in the hands of the Suba, (on whofe 
charaftcr or principles no reafonablc faith could be had) without any 
proper fecurlty, hofiage, or fafeguard foi his perfon j or thofe which 
urged Mr. Collet to follow his example, when he knew his Chief was 
made a prifoner j and that conrequently the truft, command, and govern¬ 
ment of the factory, fort, and garrifon, devolved uponhimrelfj or why 
this your fettlemcnt was thus given up, without a fingle flrokc being ftrock 
for it, 1 am totally a firajiger to, and can only hope, for their fakes, and 
the honour of their country, they have, or will juftify their condufl to 
you in thofe particulars, 1 will not fubferibe to the opinion of our five 
Captains, as already recited, and fiy their force was fuifitient to reful and 
defend the place for any long time againil the 5 Lif.Vs army ; but had ic 
liccn defended at all, lie could not have attacked and taken it, without iHe 
loik of time, many of his people, and probably tome of his principal ctii- 
cers. A Aroke of this kind might have had happy confequences to vr-ur 
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aiTiirsj it might have inclined the Suba to an accommol uinn l>v cnnling; 
itill more the acal ot his miniilerst generals, officers li - w--o 

alrno^t tn a man wereavcrfcto this expedition againfl iLl as well 

knowing the confequence would be as fata) to his counity as to ua, tho* 
he fticceeded in it. A defence of only twenty*four hours wou<dt in its 
confequences, have retarded, in all probability, hss match to Calcutta 
for many days, and would have been a point gained to us of the utinod 
imfwrtanoe, by having more lime for the completion -of many requiiites, 
which for want of it we were obliged wholly to neglca, or they remiined 
unfinithed at the rime we were attually invefted. A detention of his 
army before Coflimbuzar for two or three days, would have brought on 
dirty rainy weather in his march towards us, and Incommoded him 
greatly, as well in the pfikge of his troops and cannon, as in the attack 
of our fttilemcnt j whereas, by the cafy poCeflion he acquired of Coffim- 
buzar, he was enabled to march againft us without iofa of time, or ob- 
ftruition from the weather, which afforded not a drop of rain through 
the march and attack of Calcutta; but on the at ft, at night, whilft 1 vvas 
prll'oner in the camp, it rained heavily, and dirty weather fucceeded for 
many days afici', during which his mulquetry, being all matchlocks, 
would have been rendered in a manner ufelefs. Wc Ihould alfo have had 
an important faccour. in the arrival before tiie fort, of the Succefs galley, 
the Speedwell, and Bombay frigate; thefe ve/Tcls having palfcd Tanners 
the 19th and 20th, and joined the U^daly and the reft of our fleet about 
Govmdpore, after tb-v had fell down from the fort, though before it was 
fiirrendered. Many more are the advantages I could enumerate, which 
wou’d have reJultcd from the Imalleft defence and refiftance made at 
Coflimbuzar, and can only regret no^v its not having been d'>nc; repeat¬ 
ing my hopes, the gentlemen in truft there will give you fufficient re&qns 
why It was not done. Their treatment could hardly have been worfe, 
had^ they been obftinate in its defence^ they themfelves being continued 
priloncrs in the Suba’s camp, under many hardihips, until, I think, the 
latter end of June j their effefts plundered, and the gentlemen in the fac¬ 
tory, vtz. Mdirs. Hugh, Watts, and Chambers, with the whole garri- 
fon, put m irons, and lent to the common prifon at Muxadabad ; the fate 
Meurs. Bation, Sykes, Haftings, and Marnot, would have undergone 

had not luckily the two former made their efcape, and the two latter bScti 
at th^ A rungs, 

17, On CofTimbuzar's being invefted, we wrote to the feveral fuhordi- 
nates and to all our Gomaftahs at the feveral armict, advifing them of the 
Icvcral proceedings, and to be upon their guard, and hold themfelves in 
readinefs to retreat with the Company's cffcfti,&c. and on intelligence of the 
capture ol the place, and the Subah’s march to Calcutta, wc fent them 

orders 
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tjrders to withdraw, and join us with all expedition. But there ordcn 
were too late, excepting with rerpeft to your fodtory at Luckypore, as I 
have already intimated in my letter of the 17th July. Mr, Boddam, your 
Chief at Ballifore, received our orders in time to withdraw himfelf, with 
the few foldjcrs he had there, and about 6000 Rupees of your cffedts j the 
remainder, to the amoLiDt of about 1^0,000, were fctjueflcred, and your 
faflory-houfe In part only dcmoliftied at Ballafore i but Bulramgurry, by 
Its fituation, having clcaped the government's notice, and by the prudent 
conduit of Mr, John Briftow, (left Refident at Ballafore by Mr. Boddam) 
IS flill retained. Myfelf and Mr. Boddam were difpatched to take a for¬ 
ms IpofTeiC on of it the j 8th Septembtr, and to negotia'’e other matters, 
which will be tranfmfited on the face of our Fulta confultations i and we 
have thought it neceflary to nominate Bullramgurrv your Prefidency, being 
diverted of every other pofTertion you had in thefe provinces, But to re- 
rtime my narrative; Difpatches were likewlfe forwarded exprefs to Bom¬ 
bay, Fore St. George, and Vizagapatam, the 8th of June, for a reinforce¬ 
ment ot troops, rtores, &c, and fuccours demanded of the French and 
Dutch fettlemenrs on this river ^ the fucce's ot which laft negotiation you 
have likewif^ in m> faid letter of the 17th July. The miUtia were under 
arms for the firrt time the ytii June, fomething too late, I am afraid you 
wiU lay, to be of much fervice, jurt coming lo adtlou. 

18, I am now, Honourable Sirs, come clofer to the unravching the real 
caufes which ftimulaied the Suba to the Icn^hs be has proceeded againft 
us : How far my conje^aures and affettions will be fupported by a probable 
lyftem of politics in him, and by the tenor of his own conduct confidered 
together, I humbly fubmit to your judgments. And firrt, I beg leave to 
remark on the three articles contained in the Makulka, which your Chief 
-and Council were obliged to fign in the buba's camp, when before Coffim- 
buzar; the terms of which were, liz. 

** That we fliould not proted the King’s fubjeds.— That we fhould 
not mi;ufe the liberty of o ir duftieks, by covering the trade of 
the native merchants,—And that we rtiould refund and make 
" good whatever fum It rtiould be proved the King bad been de- 
“ frauded of in his revenues and duties by this practice; and that 
** we ihould demo'ifb our fortificarions/’ 

Thcfe, Honourable Sira, are the purport of the three articles of the 
Makulka, ho whoever I may have varicJ the warding of it. by not having k 
before me. Had the ?aba any intention of being fatisfied with jour con- 
ceflion to thefe articles, he certainly would have rerted here j your Cldel^ 
Council, fort and gan ifon -of Coflimbuzar were in his pofleflion i th? 

Gemlemeu 
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Gentlemen hid figncd undtjrecattd the obligation demanded of them The 
knew their fignlng of it was not valid or binding witli.'Ut our approval; 
and if he had ever inclined to an accommodatlcni, he wou'd have traufinitted 
the terms they had complied with, and atleaff have derided until our reply 
could have reached him, in place of cutting off, for fome days, tile means 
of all carrcipondcnce or intelligence between us and your factory; and 
marching direftly again ft us, vvithout ever replying to, or taking notice of 
many Araffdafles received from us ; But the Truth is, his jealoufy of the 
in depend ant power of the Eurnpeans in his country was at this junflurc 
confirmed, which he was determined to reduce ^ and h^ing fenfible ours 
was the moil formidable to him, we became the firft otyefts of his juft. 
politics. To fupport this my condufion, I muft here refer to three Setters, 
which Wazccd's Gomaftah in my prefence read your Prefident, (copies 
of which, I believe, are in Mr. Drawee’s poflefiionj addrelTed to his mafter 
. VVazeed, from the Suba, all three, to tlie beft of my remembrance, bearing 
date in May Uft. In each of thefc, he avows his intention to reduce the 
power of the Engllfti, h^rbids his interfering on their behalf, atTernog his 
having long intended it, and fwcars by God and his Prophets, that he will 
drive them out of his coontry, unlefs they are fatlsfied to trade m it on the 
footing they did in Jaffier Cawn’stirne (by which he meant before the time 
the Honourable Company obtained thi;ir Phirmaund), Your fort at 
CofTimbuzar, (efteemed by all judges more regular and lepable than that at 
Fort W illiam) fo near his capital, appeared too dangerous a hold, at a time 
he was infiuenced to believe our ilrength in India was four times more 
formidable than it really was ; and that we were on the eve of a French 
war, which would be probably brought into his country: Confifteot with 
this was his expreftion of rcfenlment, at Rnjamaal, on receipt of your 
Preftdents letter: ** Who Iha'l dare tothinkofeommciicing hoftilitiesin 
my country, or prefume to imagine I have not power to protedt them?" 
And it was current in the mouths of all degrees, when I was at Muxa- 
d^abad, that Mahabut Jung had long meditated to deftroy the forts and gar- 
rifons of the Europeans, and to reduce their trade on the footing of Arme¬ 
nians. And here I hope it will not be deemed impertinent, if I recite, 
verbarim, the lafl Jiicourlc and council which Mahabut Jung gave his 
grandfon, a few days before his death; and which I had from very good 
authority at M<^J£^dabad, after my releifjment. 

“ My life has been a life of war and ftratagetii: For what have I 
fought, for what have my councils tended, but to fecure you, 
my Son, a quiet fucceffion to my Suba-dary ? My fears for you 
“ have for many days robbed me of Deep. perceived who had 
y power to give you trouble after I am gone hence, HolTein 
“ Cooley Cawn, by his reputation, wlfdom, courage, and affcdlion 
to Shaw Amet Jung, and his houfe. 1 feared would obftrutt your 

“ government. 
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governitient. His power is no more. Monlchund Dcw3n^ 

« whofc councils might have been your dangerous enemy, 1 have 
taken into favour. Keep in view the power the European na- 
" tions have in the country. This fear I would alTo have freed 
you from, if God had lengthened my days,— The work, my 
Son, muft now be yours: Their wars and politics in the Telitiga 
** country fhould keep you waking; On pretence of private con- 
** tefts between their Kings, they have fei^ed and divided the 
country of the King, and the goods of his people between them: 

*' Think not to weaken ali three together. The power of the 
** Englifli is great j they have lately contjuered Angria, and poflef- 
** fed thcmfelves of his country i reduce themfirftj the others will 
*t give you little trouble, when you have reduced tliem. Suffer 
them not, my Son, to have fortifications or foldiers v If you do, 
the country is not yours*^*^ 

I nth. How confiftent the Suba has been in his adherence to this laft 
counfel of his grandfather, we have woefully felt; but that we were not 
folely the objeas of his refentment and dcfigns, is evident: His perwanah 
to the French was difpatchcd the Jauie day with ours: When he marched 
againft us, he fent perwanahs to bath French and Dutch, with orders to 
provide,' and join him with fhips, men, and ammunition, to attack us by 
water, whilft he attacked us by land : They refufed ; in conrequence of 
their refufal, he inyefted their feveral forts and faflnries, and demanded 
an exorbitant fura from each. The French were glad to accommodate 
matters for the payment of three Lack and half of Rupees } the Dutch for 
four Lack and half, after having had, for a day and half, a body of the 
Suba's troops in their fettlement, waiting orders to attack it, and a man 
Aationed with an ax In his hands, to cut down their flag-ftaff and colours. 
The French had not money to pay the muia laid on them, but gained 
Roy Doolob to become their fecurity: The Dutch were reduced to im¬ 
mediate payment; and both did then, and ever fince have been obliged to 
endure the moft audacious and exafperatlng infuhs. from the low eft Peon 
in the fervke of iltc go%'ernmcnt. That there was this difFcrencr in the 
fum extorted from them has been accounted for, (how juftly I will not 
fay) hv the fupplies of ammunition given the Suba privately by the agents 
of Uie French at Chandanagore. The thing, however, was verified by 
two of oor {hips, who brought us intelligence, that the French, by rnghr, 
erod'd over 20Q chefts of powder to the Suba's army, lying near B^nka 
Batsar. 

2 otb. Still confifient with the lad advice of Maliabut Jung, he appeared 
at Raiamal fatisfied with the anfwcr from the French Dlrc^teur 1 though 

B b “'o 
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bufiHds to have the three nations to eiicouDter Ii once but ta 
the prefem, for as much as he could get from Lm *' bm h 
were, and dill are, the next objea of\is “l? not 

no more than that he would have oroceeded SmmVrt* . i ^ ^ 

.101 hisadvicK fram court obli«d - ''=“1 

Pur™« Nabob, aa att oCf mor“ n.oC'!'^ Shocut Ju„g. ,ho 

condudled into bit prefence after the^fipr ^ or when I was twice 
. quertionto me was, ■■ Will youllrenta JmT” 

Utiiform has been the condua of the lomnmemT ’“ 

habut Jung's advice, for though libertv of tnZ -' P“'’‘ ®f Ma- 

and Prufli:inSj yet they arc Drohibnf*H f to the Danes 

furtherproof o^f the JeJutfofott go«~ - 

of thetr forts and garrlfons, and that we wercThe oNcfe of h'" 
not of Jus refentmem only (from eirhemnsa i 

mher, that may be tranfmkted youl 1 mlu ” aP J? or 

til? French and Dutch, themfdvcB, who^ of 

troubles fernflrcnuous difpatches to thet Pr!nci?i of our 

cherry, for the moft expedition fuodieq ff ^ Batuv,a Pondi- 
doubt not it will be foojAheir turn thTh and I 

as a facrifice, imJefs the Subs fhouJd be vlnl quietly given us 

dition agatnil bbocut Jung. ^ vanquiflied in ins prefent expe- 

.he^UcL'^* mafch^^^^ ■■eacbed the Dutrlt, from 

tf they refufedrTnd the ft^ne ^v V p" ‘’'''"'■'“S 

Mpry. pnrporiing that the Suba w;sinfon3?b 

tortihcabonj, and if rhev did nnp r ? 7 Carrying on their 

fadory and fctikment anri^ ^ 

dertroy their fa,t, and drive them isu! of the J. ? O"'*) Mdifrs 

Eagjiflij and the government has aJreadv n! 1 

Iheir colours treSed on the hounds. ^ '»•“ ‘‘own 

dem I? yt’llf tha !hrgovem'ng?K,|d^^^^^ h™' Ww clearly evi- 

>c.i oljjeSof his proCKdingstL‘^d""^i;, l‘';;f®“‘’"'"f P“'«i«l. and rhe 
S ljsdsmands always expreflid J not that 1 will bel*^ ^ 7 *^ ‘'''‘* ^“"'^005, 

though 
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though never before urged by him in rmy of hit demanJt. ee irenfchred 
US by your fervaots at CofGmbaaar, 

,,d Thit theabofeof Duftkksfliouid heoneeaufcof eompUint. lain 
r ihe face o£ Tour confuUations joft before the difpatch 

„i““' . Honoumble Sire, my fen.imente of 

lT o[fm.Te oS; Sofgen« to yonr fervants, my nrouon and jm- 
fKit fiihied were after the difpatch of your fhtps, taken into 
c^n'der^il^: checl. refolvc^d on, as were Judged 

might pot a (lop to the abufe- 

aith Tliat we fliould not proted the King's fubjeas, is an article will 
bear^a much larscr difcufTion- This prohlbitton, in Ac extent it 
W been carried by the government, whenever it was inclined to obftrua 

™t Woe? or plLet 

jiot borti ini for 3 ^ t J _ ^ ■ *_ » Hut tUT.!! w^s bv 

think, have carried notWng onjoft L",‘[u Ir. «pSio/. 

rha“Zid i«fol‘"yMr merchants and inhabitaoK whenever the Suba or 

? “ f SS 

fo that in truth it would have been as impoffiblc for us. cQiihftcnt 
tak ng, _ ^ hive fubfcribcd to this article, as to the other, 

b; dcliveriog our font, oral difou^n of our garrtont. 
te to^foen have been perSilted to trade, on payrng Armennn dories , 
rdmUhngaFowzdaarinro^ur fettlemen. onUte part of ihe governmem 

an^reliraoilhing to them aU dollesofconlulage, revenues. &c.-Terms 

r and miurious to your honour as well as comrocrec j terms 

bli wIcMld nCeThave Lmlrtrd to. even if we had reeeived no 
^ fT.L^e fidTof France, without faerificing the rights of your 
Sm'S. gting up every part of o„r -fo ^breaking through your 
repeated ftandiug orders for more than 30 years p ft. 

'rf-miUtrcKtt 

could no^iave been p . ^ we had many m onths 

L&^a^r/d“g»" mu^^^^^ the compiairrt Jd in .1. 

thcho^nmrrsLeonfcien^s^of own were to be ■nfl-rc^'T 
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checks the moft binding and folemn: But it is plain the two articles of 
compUmt were at the hji jnfrrted, to give a colouring for enforcing the 
third and only one (onr fortifications) the Suba until then infilled onf and 

r?f!l V" c' fmall pains will be taken to throw 

ttie rue ot your misfortunes here, on every caufe but the right, 

Prrlfi^r the appearance of the Suba’s letter to Governor Pigott, your 
PrtQdent feems to be folely culpable in drawing on his refentment %ut 
neither juftice nw probability will Juftjfy the condufion. Angry hc'cer- 
^m!y was, at the ^erms of this letter, but had not his refenSLm l^cn 
much deeper founded, the terms of this letter, or the error of one of your 

f II and private, attending his proceedings, which 

frll equally hmvy. as well on the natives, fubjeas of the Moguf, as on 
yourfglves and and the Immenfe plunder of Calcutta, we fcLw, was 
ne <«> finall iubord^ate motive (inftillcd into him by one or two haroies 

us, at a time when he was 
Xr to buv ^ rwherever he could j amaffing wealth to enable him 
either to buy at Court his confirmation in the Sobalhip or keen furh 9 

" fpish^of any oppofi. 

27th. That matters might have been accommodated with the *;iih9 f,.i. 

?e^rb,f,TbTftrT D 

wm be bind rl T ^ ^ whomtoever it is. I 

Will be bound to fay, they are either ignorant of the chain of oolitics and 

circumftances which influenced and kd him on or never ^ 

t^honght upon them. The Suba’s whole conduet oppofes this allSr^n^ 

hts mimfters were by our orders founded on the alternatitn- anrl “ r 

:: ‘■{coEu.a. .m.„d us. 

aud dcllroy fortificatiuM. 

condemned it^ but (this excepted) I vvill hope^ie cirLmA ^ 
tend me and iirm nv ii- ti IH k-^r* ‘ ^ orcumftances at- 

conduit ^ ® P”< of our 
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acth. I am informed it has been cruelly afierted, and publUl^ed by ibc 
French that the bringing down the Nabob and his army, and the defer 
lion of "the fort, 6cc. been long a edneerted fcheme of the Prclidcnt 
and the reft of the Gentlemen of Council who went off in 
and thev mention in proof, as a corroborating arcumftance, myrdf and 
the othe^r Geetlcmen o¥ Coaocil bting lell 

□fed eencraUv to oppofe their oiejfures) with this sdditioo. thil tl''y 

J esrrSd off with then, the gieatefl prt of the weal* of 
the fctdement. Howfoeser Ultlc right iheji geolleiKn haveJB «[K^ 
vindicatioD of their condoS from me, yet here common jeftiee to t^ 

f wA tno filpnr^ and ureea me to defend them from a charge, which 1 

S^e my heS toTinfemoufly falfe. ^ only as 

intention • nor would I even repeat a libel fo fcandalons and untrac, had 

I not receVed information that fome of your own ferv ants had 

from your fubordinatc (for want of a better) the pubhek 

Fre'/h m Bengal fent to their fuperiocs. of the capture of For Wi^ 

ham i in which narrative 1 hear the above cruel charge has a pbee in 

nearly the fame terms 1 have recited it, wuh many other caufes afligoe 

for this misfortune, equally void of probability or truth. 

30th. It will by fome, I doubt not. be reprefented to 7 °" 
ch 2 nd was at the bottom of all the Suba's councils and 
U3 i ihe part he really afted under cover, m this affair, f^ 
tinguifh and point out, that he was much t moft cer- 

fluence he had in the fettlcmcnt for a few years laft ^ „ 

tain i in applications to the Durbar, (wherein he uMy was 
perfon between the Company and the 

made of him, poflibly more had been Utter.—Be this as it will, it is 

moll certain, he had no general weight for theic four or bve yeare, be^ 

yond what his wealth gave him, fo that his name 'reputation became 

Lffcncd in the eye of the government as well as in Calcutta, 

at S and implacable In his refentmem. it is not improbable be worl^d 

with fome mftruments of the Durbar, to embroil us in fuch a manner 

ae would make his mediation and afliftaoce neceflary, and 

bis credit and influence with both; little imagining things would go the 

kngth they did; in which it muft have been moft evident to him. his 

own largi polMons would be equally the Subas prey, with yours: 

that he advifed the difpaieh of Naran Sing, to f 

mily and introduce him into the fcttlement. will iwt 1 think admit of 
doubt, no more than that he deeply refented his being ^ 

acaio His endeavours with Wazecd, to mitigate thin^, when be really 
fSed *ey were coiing to exttemUiee. 1 Wire OnceK: emmgh 
ul hi topcilonment by the I'tefldeot. an afl of bis power and foie autl«- 
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lily, for wlijcli the pretence made uic of ^vas, in mv lud^ment, hy no 
means i'uthcient j the correfpondence detedted between him and Rajarani 
Harkarah, (the Suba's head fpyj which was read in the prdcnce of many 
of us, contained in our opinions nothing to vindicate it» nor had your Pre- 
fident even the confent or approbation of his Council for this ftep, or did 
he, that i remember, ever require it. On his imprifonment, bis head 
Jcinmautdaar Jaggemant Sing Ikbbed himfelf, and fet fire to his mailer's 
hoLife, and fome of his woincn either butchered themfelves, or were 
butchered by others in the family, which became a feene of much hor¬ 
ror and confuGon. It can hardly be doubted that Omychund became 
derperate in his refentments, and it is probable enough he eicpediied 
the march of the Suba's army, then advanced, I think, as far as Banka 
B Lzar; and it is likewife prubablc, that he then fent him the real date of 
tiic fort and garrifon, and afterwards might (as has been generally fuf- 
pedted) from time to time have given him intelligence j but this h all con¬ 
jecture; we only know, (hat his jemmautdaar juft now mentioned, fur- 
vlying the wounds he had given himfdf, was put upon his hori'e, and 
joined the Suba, wliom he informed of the tranfaaion relating to his maf- 
ter’s imprlfoimicut j and when the enemy was re pul fed at Baag bazar, he 
Jed the van of the army to the eaftward, and directed them to the ave¬ 
nues by w'hich they entered the next day. 

31^ From others, I believe, you will be told, that the difmiffion of 
TOur Dadney Merchants was one caufe of our misfortunes, arifing from 
their endeavours at the Durbar to embroil your affairs at the Arungs as 
conduced by your own Gomaftahs, hoping thereby to get the' Dadney 
readmitted, and themfclvcs rein dated ; nay fome, 1 have been informed, 
have been hardy enough to urge and afi'ert that the large increafe of your 
revenues Zemindary was another very principal caufc, which drew the 
Subfs accemior; ori the fcttlement, though themfcives, your Prefident and 
Council, and I believe the greateft part of the Subadarv’, as well as mv 
1 Foriourable Mailers, know the credits of that branch vverc only increafed 
wiihout any innovations made in the branch hfelf; but to its lofs and 
difadvantage. Many more canib and reafons equally fubftantial will 1 
doubt not, be aihgncd and tranfmitted to you by fuch bufy and very fhort 
lighted poluicians as thefe firangers to real ones; they think they (half not 
appear of any importance, unlcfs they aflign lome, no matter how in 
congruous ; but you will now have materials enough before you to form 
your own judgments, I think my conduJions on every caufe that can 
be alkdged for the extraordinary and unprecedented conduft of the Suba 

tT them: To you, Honourable Sire! 

1 humbly lubmit them, with this one condufion more, that your fitua- 

tjon in thefe provinces on a rc-cftablifliment will be fuch as to admit 
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of only two alternatives j that yon muft in fatare either keep fuch a 
fnrtlficLion and Rarrlfon, aa will at all times be fufficicnt to force you. 
trade aaainft thc^pofttion and estortion of the Governmentj or reduce 
vour commerce to the footing of the Prufilans and Danes, fife- without 

* 11 . .n/c„ payment of .ho Weft duooo .hot c,o 

be illpulated.—The immunities and privileges granted you in your Phir 
maunds you find now arc of no validity without a military expen^ 
(more, I fear, than equivalent) to put them m force; but on this fubjeft 
it will’be my duty, to give you my feniimcnts on another occafjon mor 
at lar^e, whV at prefent 1 refume the thread of my narrative, broke o 
at the forrender of your fort and fafilory of Coflimbuzar; ^be cafy cap¬ 
ture of which, concurring with the Suba s intentions beyond his cxpcc^ 
tations not only gave the fimfoing ftroke to his rcfolvcs, but expedited 
and facilitated his march to Calcutta ; which leads me to a confideration 
of the Immediate caofes of its fodden redofition, molt needful to he 
known to my Honourable Mailers; as the rocks and qoick-fands on 
which wc have unhappily ftrucl^ and fplit, being fairly and candidly laid 
down* may prevent a fecond wreck of your eftaie and trade* 

^ad. Thefe caufes 1 will beg leave to invelligatc under three general 
headsI ft. The ftace of our fortifications and garrilons: ad. 1 be 
uf our ammunition, guns, and military ftorcs: and, jd. 
rors and mifcarrbgcs arifiug from a deficiency (or rather a total want) ot 

military knowledge or order. 

ild. To the fir ft article of my fir ft general head, it will not become 
me^to add much more than I fet forth in my letter before you of the 
17th July, addreffed from Muxadabad to your other two 
Ebmbav^and Fort St. George. The nature and extent ot the power 
given to the Commiiteeof Fortifications, Me(Trs. Drake, vrnmre 

^a„ningl..m. V.C h.vc.vcrb«n kept llnng.« », bm - ' ~ 

.□exclude, .h«l.ad ,l,cmo..rywbK:hxva 5 c:.pcndtd pn '>’= 

drawbridge. Be. creflxd at Baagbuzar, and tllal wbreh WM ' 

he fnent on the circuit of the ditch beyond our bounds, as aiUo that 
thich was dilburfed -on the baiteiics, &c. raifed on the Suba s approach, 
been timely appropriated to the demolition ol the houfirs roimo u^. to 
have given a proper cfpbnadc to the northward, eaftward and foutLWa.!Ll 
cf vmm fort/thl: finking a ditch round it .^1! pa Hader. it had ^n 
cmploved to a more important ule and purpofe, and have been n 
cient difoouragtment to the goven ment to liave prevented any project or 
hopes of ati.icking of it, with any probability of ^ 

will be urged, the government would h-ivc tit .cr falFcred t ioe “ 
fires ; a rcafoning ex poll fjclo wdl not in^Mlidalc my conclut.'. -j ; ^ 


[ 200 ] 

had It been thought or* or carried into execution^ at the cotnmcncecncnt 
of the old Suba'e fickuef^, when every thing at the Durbar was in con- 
fufion, and both parties there employed on their owo ichemes and dc- 
iign&f the work might have been effedted without let or hindrance j a 
Perwanah might poflibly have reached tis, to prohibit our proceeding, 
but no troops could have been feot again ft us, whilft the attentions of the 
clafhing tnterefts at the Suba's court were taken up in fecuring each tlieir 
own fafety on his deinife. What might have been done during that fa¬ 
vourable interval is fufliciently evident, from the almoft inconceivable ufe- 
lels works which we accomplilhed during the fpace of a few days only; 
and the fame plea which your prefideot urged in his letter to the Suba, 
fubQfted equally at the beginning of the old Suba’s ficknefs, when we 
had reafoii enough to be alarmed by the approach of a war with France. 
The ruinous ftatc of the line to the tveftward of the fort, had been a 
reproach to our fcttlemeat, and to every thing bearing the name of for¬ 
tifications for more than two years, and was in juft and ftrong (I will 
not fay in very decent) terms repreftnted iii a letter to the Board, by 
Mr. Jafper Leigh Jones the Captain of your train, I think in April or 
May 1755, but no fteps were taken to repair It until we had rcaron 
hourly to exped the enemy at our doors. The whole eafterly curtain 
had been for many years in fo ruinous a condition as not to bear a gun; 
one we fired from it, a three or four pounder, as I remember, which 
made its way through the terrace; through this curtain from the prin¬ 
cipal gate to the nor^-eaft baftion, were ftruck out five or fix large win¬ 
dows, fo many breaches made for the enemy, in a quarter too where we 
were moft liable to be attacked ; and to fum up the whole, the new Goo- 
downs to the fouthward, had rendered your two fbutherly haftions ufc- 
icls to each other, and to the whole foutberly face of the fort, wliich 
could not be flanked by a Angle gun from cither baftion :—From a confi- 
derafion of thefe circumftances^ joined to the incumbrance of the church 
and houfes round us, and the other wants and difadvaotages mentioned in 
my letter of the tydi July, it is felf-evldent, the place could not liave 
held out an hour againft an European enemy, 

54th. The ftatc of your garrlfon comes next under view^ a fubjedl on 
which I could wifii my duty to your fcrvice would permit my filence, as 
truths difagrceable to me in the recital, and very unpleafing to you to 
hear, muft arife from the fmallcft fcrutlny made in It* It is moft un¬ 
grateful to a benevolent mind, to rehearfe the faults which may be 
jutlty charged even againft the living, much more fo againft the dead, 
become fo in a great mea^fure by their own errors, an^ want of knowledge 
in the duties of their profeflion i but the choice and appointment of com¬ 
manding officers in your garrifon, is now become fo important a confidc- 
^ ration 


witiM tft the well beinE of vou!* that none who woiiUl have 

any claim to vour favour, or would be deemed fatthtul to the tnul 
you have repofed m them, can be vindicated m conccalmg ihc tnit.i 

from you* 

» all. Your fiv^e commanding ofiicers were C^mmindafll Mmcbin, 
Capuins Clavton, Buchanan, Witberlngton, and Grant j each ot thek 
gemlemen (Captain Clayton excepted) bad feen krvicc, either m Eu^e 
or on the Cormandcl coaft: Touching the military capacuy of our Com¬ 
mandant. 1 am a ftranger* I can only fay. that we were unhappy m h« 
keeping U to Uimfelf, if he had any i as neither I, nor 1 bcireve anv body 
clfe waa wimeft to any part of bis condud that fpoke or hore the ap. 
oeirance of bis being the commanding military ofliccr in the garrif m. 
Whether this proceeded from himfclf, or his not being properly fupported 
In his rank, 1 cannot fay ; but fuch. 1 have heard, has been his alle^’ 
tion and plea for his fupine remifliiers, at a janame 
exertion of every quality he could have been mailer of. Yijur 
1 remember, fpokc to me more than once with much une^fmefs, at the 
beginning of our troubles, on the indolence of the Commandant, and 
feemed to think of breaking him; had this mcafure been earned into cxc- 
cuiiou it had been better for the fervicc, and 1 think, for that gentleman 
too: the difgrace would have been leffi, I believe, in the opinion of all 
mankind, than that which falls on him by his quilting the fort and garrifon 
1 „ the manner he did, whilft he bore the ebarafler of commanding oT- 
ficcr in it; but the tnifebief was, ive could not have flopped here: the 
next gentleman in command to him had never f«n any fer vice and I 
am forry to lay, demonftrated bis want of the moll eaential rcquifites of 
a foldicr. Had both thefe gentlemen been fct afidc, and the 
command preferred to the commandantlhip, « would have prom^ifed a 
happier iffue for them ^nd us; and^moft aj^redly, this w-as nut a time to 
have regarded forms or ceremony. Rcmiflhefs. or a deficiency of mili¬ 
tary knowledge in commanders, when coming to simian, are equally fa¬ 
tal in their confequenccs, and are^cver the parents of 
and diforders ; and troops. I believe, are hardly ^ 

duty, nnlcfs where they have an opinion of, as wel as love for their 
commanders. That neither was the cafc, with regard to the two 
men above-mentioned, I believe the whok leitlement can witnds with 
me, and they were in no higher degree of efteem with ihcir fubalterns 
than with their foldicrs. The preferring Captain Buchanan, who was 
next in command to them, would have obviated all the difidvaniagcs wc 
labour under in this particular ; a gentleman whofc ebaraaer as a man. 
and a foldier, dcfervcd a better fate than the unhappy one which betel 
him. by the errors and milcomiuft of others : the vacant companies 
* ' C C would 
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would have been filled up with thofe. we had good reafon to think fand who 
indeed proved themlelves) brave ofiiccrs.^The nejrt io command to Captain 
huchanan, in the battalion, would then have been Captain Grant ■ a eeatle 
man who had, during his ftayin the garrifon, remarkably exerted hirSelf in 
every dnty which could have been expeaed from him, and demon ftrated no 
want or cither Ipirtt or military fkilJ* hut much the contrary. The Captaiti 
of your train was a Uboriogs, aflive officer, hutconfuftdj and would’ I 
believ^, Jiave few objcaions to his charader, diligence or condua, had he 
been fortunate in having ^ny-commander in chief to have had a ororM-r 
eye over him, and to take care that he did his duty. Here we had a fatal 
mrtance of a remiffiicis in command, for that we iiad neither a iuffi- 
ciency of ammunition, &c._ftor that good, was doubtJefs as much the fault 
of ffiofe above Jijm, (whole doty it was to have inTpefled his condudlV 
as his; but as this poor gentleman fell a facrificc, as well to his own 
as to the errors of others, dicy fliould be touched as lightly as poffibJe. * 

36ih, Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have given you as faithful a piaurc 
ot the commanders of your five companies as 1 can draw, or as I believe 
can be drawn by any hpdy dfe: thr« of them, my wretched compa- 
nwns m the Black-hol^ pcriflied there, as did alfo all your brave rubalteroi 
(EnfignsWalcot and Carftairs excepted} where I will leave them and 
proceed to conbder your troops in garrilbn; confiffing as already men- 
feontd in my letter of the lytb-July, by the mufer-rolls laid befom 
us, about the 6th or fill of June, of 145 Sfl battalion, and 45 of the 
tram, officers included, and m both, only 60 Eurnpeans. We were taught 
to believe, there w^crc at all your fubordinates, at^call 200 men the 
ot our garrifon, w*. atCoffimbuzar ico, at Dacca about 40, at Luckv- 
pore 30, and at Ballafore about the lame numbers but it is certain rhA 
numbers there barely exceeded one hundred i Whether two hun¬ 
dred ought to have been there, l am i^t mailer enqugh of the fubjea to 

r A- to refer to your PreCdent, for your Ser 

fatisfaaion j who (or in bis ablcncc your fecond) had always the infpec- 
iioii of the rolls, and muftcring the men. Of thefe handful of troops in 
prifoii, there were not five that had ever. 1 believe, feen a mnlket fired 
In anger. Had .he militii of the phtre been {agreeably to your orders per 
Godolphin, anno 1751) regularly trained to arms, they might « this 
Joi«.iure have been a mofi fealbnable fupply. but this tflintial reeulatlon 
l am forty to lay. was totally neglcfled, lb .liat when we came to afi on’ 
there were hardly any ainongft the Armenians and Potlugucfe inhabitam, 
and but £:w anwngft the European militia, who knew the rioht frorn 
the wrong end of their pieces. Frem the rtihitia, about t, e chtflv P.f 
ropcsns.^entercd volunteers in the baltslio.n, (moil of them your own'novel 

J anted 
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* parted Tcr^'ants) in whofe Juft praifc, I can Jiardljr Ay enough. They 
fiiftained every hardHiip of duty, greatly beyond the military tbemldves; 
their addrefs in the ufc of their arms was aftonifliiny, the lliort fmie 
there was to train them conGdered t and though their bravery mav i>avc 
been equalled, I am fure it has nut been exceeded, by any At of men 
whadoever A confiderable body of thefe, were on the Saturday morii- 
ing relieved from duty, and were gone on board the fliips to depofit ihclr 
papers, or on other occafions relative to their private affairs} as were like- 
wife on the like call, many of the militia, with four of their officers, to wir, 
the reverend Mr, Mapletuft Captain-lieutenant, Captain Henry Wedder- 
biirn. Lieutenant of the Grft compny, and EnGgns Sumner, and Charles 
Douglas, all of them gentlemen who bad failed in no part of duty, diber 
as officers or ibldiers, in the defence of the place j fo that there is no 
rcafon to doubt the veracity of their own affertions, in which they are 
joined by the volunteers ; “ That they, had no intention, but to return 
*♦ to the defence of the place, until they faw your PreGdent, Commandant 
“ Minchin, Ciptaih Grant and Mr.Mackct, quit it (Meffrs. Manningham 

and Frankland having quitted it before) and a general retreat rumour- 
*'ed:’' and indeed, immediately after, all means of returning were cut 
off from tbeiD, by the falling down of every fliip, vcffcl, and boat. Thus* 
Honourable Sirs, you fee our garrilbn, fmall as it was, reduced and 
weakened, both in its ftrength, officers and councils, in a very important 
degree, to the diiheartening thofe who ftayed, and encouragement of the 
enemy j and when it is conftdcred, thofe remaining, including oflicers, 
volunteers, foldicrs and militia, did not exceed one hundred and feventy 
4ncrt ; and that of thofe there were twenty-five killed, and about feventy 
wounded, before noon the 20th, and the whole exhaufted of ihcir 
ftrength, by continual duty and aflion, and our people of the train re¬ 
duced to fourteen only; it would not, 1 hope, have been wondered at, 
had we furrendered your fort without parley ot capitulation, though it is 
certain we ftiould not have furrendered ourfelves, had not our own people 
forced the wcftcru gate, during the parley j for having no dcpetidance on 
the clemency of the enemy wc had to deal with, wc had meditated, in 
cafe the St. George with her boats failed us, the forcing a retreat that 
night, through the foutherly hairier by the river-fidc, and to have marched 
until we came under cover of rive (hips, then lying before Surman's gar¬ 
den's ; imagining the enemy would be too much employed on the plun¬ 
der of the fort, to have molcftcd us greatly in our retreat. 

37tb. On the fecood general head I fliall have little to fay. That w'c 
had not powder fufficient, and that we had, not good y that we bad hard¬ 
ly any riiells fitted, or fuzees fit'cri to them; that there was hardly a car¬ 
riage* that would hear a gun j that the 50 fine cannon yon fcnl out three 

C c 2 years 
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ago, 18 and 24 pounders, lay negledted under your walis ; and that 
we were defiaent in almoft every kind of military ftorcs. arc all truths, 
wiu not admit of anydiipuic; but who is properly accountable for chefe 
detects, or under whofe immediate care or infpedlion they were, or ouffht 
to have been, muil:, Honourable Sirs, be determmed by yourfclves. 

SSih. l am com_e now to my third and laft general head. Our own 
errors ; a iubjedt. I em ferry to declare, too fruitful of matir. though 
bearing great extenuation, when it is con fide red, we had in truth no mtli- 

' ^ as little tedious a poffible, I will 

nnp? fmalfer errors, and keep to ihofe more capital 

ones, which varioully m my judgment, contributed to the lofs of your 
emenc, an were tlie caufes of embarrafling and preventing our ge- 

‘I'P-E'rf in ynnr ft??. 

’* 'h« i^ due heed 

be paid to them, the like misfortune may be avoided in future. 

39th. Our firft capital error was, the negledting taking poffeffion of 
ianiier s Fort, on cur provifions being prohibited the fcttlemcnt, and 
when there was no force or troops there to have oppofed us j this mea- 
iure in our firft cou^jI of war, 1 moved and urged, with every argu- 
mem ID my power, ihould be done with 2y or 30 men. and a p^of 
Buxmies, and that a battery of fix guns flioufd be immediately ereded 

land-fide. In this motion I was ftrongly ‘ 
^ Captain Grant only, and cmi- 
hi i ^ over-ruled. The utility 1 thought evident; it would 

have kcured provifions from the other fide of the river, or the Suba muft 
have divided hrs torcc ; it w-ould have feeured the retreat of the dipping; 

' retreat to ourfelves, or if at lafl drove from it. we 
ed it deftroy it, in fueb a manner as to liave rendcr- 

wliich it ? proving a troublefome thorn in our fidcs. 

fettlett'enr « (V,^ jf ever we advance again to retake ynur 

fcrtlemenr. as our fhips nmfl; pafs within almoU plftohflior of it. The 

GcDtk^n faw the mdity of this meafure too late^ cur ihips were lent 

S n. Sreat deal of ammunition was 

fruiilcfily thrown away agamd it; our fiiips received much damage, and 

ueie obliged to make an inglorious retreat, to the no fmali entlufaee- 
mem of the enemy and our diigmee: and to fum up all the misfortuLs 
a ending this error, our fliips in their flight, with that part of the cobnv 

fucht^nfafil i I " "'I themfeivcs. thrown imo 

f ^^^^V^vcral ran a-(hore, and fome, the richeA iu the deer 

fell into tj\e eaemy s hands, and were plundered. * 

4oih. 


[ 205 1 

40ih Oor fecond capital error, with our fmall and untrained garrifon, 
wal I concede, niifiog the three advanced polls and batterks to the 
northward, eaftward, and foutbward, and the gaol, which anfwcred no 
purpofe, but exhaufting. harraffing, and deflroying the few people we 
had: If we, in place of this mcafure, had kept our force more uoited, 
widtdrawn Picard and his party from Baagbazar, and taken polMion 
with our mufquetry of the church, the Company’s, Meilrs. Crutienden’s, 
Evres’s and Omychuod’s hoiifes, the enemy could not have approached 
us without infinite lofs, and with hardly any probabUity of fucccis From 
thefe polls, clofe under the cover of our guns, our troops could hardly 
have been attacked, much left bceo difiodged, as we had fufficicnt proofs 
afterwards when the out-pofb were withdrawn > or if there had appeared 
a neceflity of abandoning them, their retreat to the iort was fecure j con- 
fiderably lefs than half the troops ftationed at the out-pofts would have 
been fufficicnt for this Jcrvke, and this important confcqucDce had follow¬ 
ed, a regular relief for duty, of which we had none, as things were un¬ 
happily ronduaed, nor would that infinite confufion and difordcr in the 
fort have eofued. which did on withdrawing thefe batteries j the fort had 
been tn a manner left defcncelcfs for the fupport of them, and little bene¬ 
fited by the return of troops, fatigued and hardly able to (land. Yott 
have. Honourable Sirs, an exaS plan of your Icttlement, and of every 
houfe in it. on iurpeftion of which, you will, at one view, ire the inutiiity 
of thefe three principal out-pofts. That to the northward was ereSed 
to defend the pafs between the corner of Mr, GrUHth’s houfe and tlte 
river-fide, a precaution totatly ufckfs, as you wlU find Mr, Griffith-’s 
hoole, yoor falt^pstre Godowns, and the whole flreet were commanded 
by the guns on the nortU-eafl baftion, w'llhin lefs than roulkct'lhot of 
your fon. That to the eaft-ward, at the Court-houfc, you will find 
commanded by the battery over the eaftern gate, and from the old and 
new fouth-caft baftions within muiket-ffiot. That to the Ibuthwurd, was 
not indeed cotuminded by any gun Irom the fort, but fkld-piects ad¬ 
vanced a few paces without your eaftcro gate, would not only have com¬ 
manded that, but the other two principal avtnues to the lort, if ihe b^Utry 
on the gate, and the north call baftion had not been deemed a lufficient 
defence againft the approach of the enemy ; and had they advanced by 
the ditch to the fouthward of the burying-ground, and up the avenue be- 
Lwceu that and rav houk, or penetrated through the burying-ground, wg. 
flill had nothing to apprehend from them, as the whole fquacc betweeo. 
ilie hiutherly lace of the lort and the holpjtal, ^nd gate of the bnrying- 
ground, w'as conimauded not only by the new ibuth-eaft baftion, but by 
feven four pounders on the new God jwng, and our fii’iall arms fmm 
thence and the Company’s houk. Had he -‘ fpofitton I have meniitmed 
been raadcj and. the walls of Uis Lot Baag aiui ihok opgofiie the Cnm - 

pajt\% 
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■pany’’s houle been levclle:!, it h more than probable the Suba at lafl 
iiavc been obliged to retreat wrth his army j for it is plain be had none 
with him capable of erefting any battery iliat could have hurt us, (that 
which did ns moil: damage being our own 18 pounders turned againft us 
from the Court-houfe) and with their fmall arms, there was hardly a 
p'lfTibility of approaching near enough to have alFefted us,— My con- 
clufions, Honourable Sirs, are on this head, the refult of reafon, and 2 
late fatal experience, and not of art, for I am no foldier i but I cannot 
help thinking fuch would have been the falutary dtlpofition, had we been 
happy enough to have had a foldier at the head, or a chief commanding 
officer in any degree Ik Hied in the art of defence | but, in place of it, 
lines were formed, which required ten times the number of men to de¬ 
fend : lucky we w-ere in having an enemy who had as little Ml and ad- 
drefs in the attack, as we in the defence, and much lefs rcfolution, or on 
the night of the i6ih or 17th, they might have entered at four different 
polls, and cut off the retreat to the fort of each of the five advanced bat¬ 
teries (including Baagbazar and the'gaol) for not a gun could have been 
fired to cover their retreat, but muff have been equally levelled at our 
own troops as at the enemy. In the avenues between Meflra. Coalc's and 
Omychund's hoiifes we funk a ditch and threw up a bank within, which 
port, for want of people, was truffed to the guard of four pykes only. 
The importance of this port will appear in a moment, (from the plan of 
your fettlement before you) through which the enemy might have thrown 
ten tlioufand men into the very center of our lines, before, or as foon as 
we could have known any thing of the matter- In the avenue north of 
the Court-houfc Tank or pond was another ditch funk, which, from the 
fame caufe, was little better defended than the former. From the fouth- 
eaft angle of the park, to the corner of Mr. LafccH’s houfe, was a third, 
defended by a corporal and fix men. Tl« fourth was at the entrance into 
the fquare of the LefTcr Tank, Mr, Putham's houfe, and defended by a 
detachment from the fouth advanced battery ; at neither of thefe four 
intermediate polls were planted a fingle cannon, and they might have 
been forced in the night, without the lofs ef ten men to the enemy, and 
the negledt of it coft them fome thoufands. 1 am the more particular on 
this fubjedl, in proof of the error I have here cenfured, becaufe, from 
the plan before you, you will be convinced, that the forcing any one of 
them in the night, would have intercepted the retreat to the fort of the 
troops llationed at all the advanced batteries, and caufed the immediate 
furrender of the fortj and points out, not only the danger and inutility 
of thefe batteries, but the impropriety of forming an extent of line we 
had not men to defend. And to compleat our blunders in engineering, 
a trench was funk through your park, from North to South, within little 
more than half mulket-ffioi of your baffions, the earth of which proved 

(after 
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fafter the advanced batteries were withdrawn) a fecure hreaft‘Work to the 
enemy, and from whence they did us the greateft injury with th-^r fmal 
arms; Wc were, it is plain, engineers in theory only, with the additional 
misfortune, that thofe in fuperior command either had rm judgment m 
the direaion. or did not chulc to fhow it, whdll others who had probab¬ 
ly better, could not with propriety interfere j to which I may ad , 
bad neither time for projeftion or execution i a ft ill 
thould have remained fathaed in occupying the houfes round us, and truft- 

ed to fort only. 

.tft. A third error, and whkh 1 efteem a capital one, waa the negleft- 
ing to attack the rear of that body of troops tyhichfupport^ the enemy s 
J poonder, in the attack of the gaol the 18, h. ThB 
eooo cliohn meo and officers. The troops that defended t^s ^ft lof- . 
Mined the enemy’s attack for fome lime in the open road, beferc the gaol, 
with two field-pieces and their Iroall arms i but being entirely open to 
the enemy, and haying fome killed and feycral wounded they were ob- 
liged at Uil to retreat under coyer into the gaol with their field-pieeev. 
havine before prepared two embrazures for them in the wall, which 
commanded the avenue through which the enemy was advancang, 
and Uie poft was obftinately and gallantly defended eor a gyeat while,, 
under the command of Monf. la Beaume and Enlign Carftairs. Dur¬ 
ing the attack of this poft, and juft after the troops retreated into the 
fraol, we projeaed at the center advanced bjitery, the attacking the 
enemy in the rear, with 25 or 30 men and two field-pieces, to be 
marched from the North battery^ wbilft we advanced two more from 
our poft, with all our infantry and militia, and joined the troops at the 
jraol to make one general fally and attack on them in front, wh.Ill 
the detachment from the northward fell on the rear by order of Captain 
Clayton, who commanded at the center advanced batter)', I wrote l^e- 
nuoufty to the Prefident, to let him know our intentions, and reqiicfttd 
he would inllantly order the detachment, with a couple ot fidd-picces,, 
to advance into the middle road on the enemy s rear; to which w«i 
cd anfwer, “ That it was impoir-blc, there were not men 10 lend. i he 
error I ccnftirc on this incident, h the not foftkicntly confidcrnig the mi- 
portance of it, and the troops that might have been without danger or 
luconycnicncc detsched ou this fcryicc, hid ih« Nutih id.antcJ battery 
been diyefted entirely of the mulketry ftitioncd there. >nd 'vith the vo- 
lunteeis lent cut, the poft would have run no nlqiic, whillt there remam- 
. Mioftly a fiugle officer, and people of the tram fullicient to attend the 
battery; or on the march of the detach me or, (if 11 had bean judged 
celTaryl that battery might have been reinforced with a detachment of 
the militia from the fort, as ours at the center battery had been the 1 th 
at night, under Eufign Charles Dougla?, when Captain Clayton 
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tiered on a plquit of 50 men, to fecure the retreat of ideutenint Elagg, 
and the troops from Baagbazar j or Jbme people might have been draught' 
td ctT from the fouth advarecd batteryp wlilch bad not ooce been (nor 
was likely lobe) attacked^ the misfortune of this negledl will bell ap¬ 
pear hom the atmc/A cerutn conl'equences whkh would have attended 
the carrying it into cYcciitiun. There was no impediment that could have 
obdriKted the det icbmciu's amvlDg tlireiJlly clofe on the back of theene- 
mvi wJio would have been betvvcen two fires, without hardly a poftibility 
of a tithe of the whole body efcaping a rcpulfe and llaughter, I 

am convinced, would have firuck Arch a patikk into tlie enem^fcs, in 
all human probability, had obliged the Suba to have retreated, aiurdropt 

hi5 designs againii: us.-Touching ibis error, I am far from blaming 

the Prelideiit; J only regret his misfortune of having no commanding 
military officer near him, who could have feen at firit light, and convinc¬ 
ed him of the important ufe this filly would have been to the fervice, 

4 2d. The abandoning the center advanced battery, at the Court-houfc, 
lias by fome been allericd ns the caufe of the loia of the fort, and confe- 
qucmly comes under the head of our errors, and requires confideration in 
the fouFth place, the more fo as 1 am convinced much Arefs will be laid on 
this caufe, by tliolc who are totally Grangers to the fituaiion of things at 
that battery, or the realbns which made it needful to abandon it,— This 
poll was commanded by Capt. Clayton as eld ell Captain (next to the Com¬ 
mandant) inyfcif as Captain of the hrft company of militia, was ilatloned 
under him. At this battery, with a detachment of the miJitia, we had ott 
the whole, including officers, battalion volunteers, militia, and train, about 
90 men and 15 Buxerries, two fix pounders mounted on the battery, two 
held-pieces, and two pounders.—From the moA fuperficial view of this 
poA. it was evident, to any capacity, that the enemy would never venture 
to make an open attack againA it; our muAtetry, for this reafon. became 
uJclela at the battery the manifeil and only fervice that could be made of 
of them, was Aaiioning them in the houfes round us which commanded 
the battery, and the IcQ'er avenues leading to it i but this very important Aep 
not feeming to be attended toby Captain Clayton, myfelf, and Captain Henry 
Wedderburn my Lieutenant, took the liberty to reprefent to him, the utiUty 
and abfolme nccellity of this mcafure. Piqued, I fear, that a thing fo obvi¬ 
ous did not occur to hlmfelf, ho replied, there were not men enough ^ he 
would not weaken his poA; though this moA certainly was the only means 
of Arengthening it. As often as we urged It, he perfiAed in his error - the 
coofequence was natural; the enemy benefited by our negledl, took pofief. 
Aon of every houfe round us, and of the play-houfe alfo, after the gaol was 
ahandoned in the afternoon, and from thence by half paA four in the after¬ 
noon, were breaking out feveral loop-holes bearing on our battery. About 

this 



* [ 209 ] 

this time the enemy had forced the pa6 b? Mr, Pu^m's houfe, and had 
eot in multitudes within our lines; they had obliged the detachment from 
Captain Buchanan’s port, under Lieutenant Blagg to retj-eat to the South 
battery. They had aUb obUged the guard by Mr. LafTell s houfe (which 
we from our port had reinforced with two SerjMnts and 20 men) to retire, 
and-were feemingly advancing to attack our poft 10 dank,_through^the Lell 
Baag, and intercept our retreat j but having brought one of the ib Pounders 
to belr upon them, and fweep the whole eaftcrly fide of the leiTer great Tank, 
we ftopp^ their career with much flaughter i the fort at the fame time 
keepiiM warm fire upon them from the bafiinns. Thus cicumfiaoced, 
CaptHayton ordered me (I think about five iu the afternoon) to go down 
to SiefErt, and reprefent the ftate of battery, and receive orders, whether 
the port ftiould be withdrawn or maintained. The orders were to ^^chdraw 
itinimediatcly, and fpike up the cannon we could not bring off, 1 re- 
turned with thefc orders, and. to my aftomihinent. found the two .8 poun¬ 
ders, and one of the fix pounders on the battery fpiked up. and the port m 
fuch confufion as bars all deferiptioo. There was nothing could have pre¬ 
vented our bringing off the cannon, and making the moft regul^ and Icldier- 
like retreat, had we been commanded by an officer of refoluUon and ju g- 
ment j but as it was. our retreat had more the appearaiice of a confuted rout, 
bringing off only one field-piece, and the cannon fpikcd with fo little art. 
that they were eafily drilled and turned agamtl us.^ The orders for with¬ 
drawing this port dircumfianced as it then was. carried ihe utmoft propriety 
with it (the enemy having then made lodgments in the ihc^re and houfes 
clofe round us for though with our cannon and cohorn fhelIs advanced 
without the battery, we dillodged the enemy from two of the houfes, to wit, 
Mr. Bourchier's, and that formerly belonging to Mr. Twifsj yet. in an 
hour more, not a man could have appeared on the battery, or ftirred in or 
cut of theCourt-houfe, without being a dead-mark to the enemy; to fay no¬ 
th Ing to our people’s having been nccdlefsly fatigued and harrailed, to fuch 
a decree, that i believe, in two hours more not a manofus would havcJiad 
llrength enough to have walked to the fort. On the orders being iffued 
for abandoning our poft. precipitate orders were font to Capt^n Buchanan, 
and Captaln-litutenant Smith, immediately to withdraw from the other two 
advanced batteries, and fpike up their cannon. The rcafon plMded and 
ursed in defence of this halty flep. was theabroluto ncceffity of doing i^s 
fuJn as the center battery was withdrawn. To this l am obliged to obji^. 
as a reafon very mfufficient: If any reafons at all fobfifted. for their b jng 
eredled and maintained prior to the withdrawing the center battery, they 
fubfiftcd as much, if not more, afterwards j at leaft. there was no caufc 111 
nature for the order for fpiking up the cannon. The South advanced bat¬ 
tery had never been attacked, the northerly had, in the morning, and repidfo 
the cnemv i the only circuraftance to be apprehended, was the retreat oi the 
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troops being cot off, which was eafily guaxcicd againft, as wc knew the enemy 
was within our lines. A refcrve battery bad been thrown up acrofs the 
principal fouth avenue, juft oppofite to the Company's houfe, and clofe un¬ 
der the cover of the guns from the two fouiherly baftions, with intention 
that Captain Buchanan’s command (hould retire to it with its cannon, in cafe 
he was obliged to retire from the advanced battery at the bridge j but this 
was never thought of. At this referve battery they could not be attacked, 
without infinite lofs to the eneniy i nor flanked from the entrenchment cut 
through the park or Lott Baag, which, in its whole length, was fcoured by 
our fmaU arms from the church i that and Mr. Eyre's houfe bei^j^taken 
pofleffion of on abandoning the center Ijjutery, which likewife fec^^ the 
retreat of Captain-lieutenant Smith's command j fo that there could be no 
reafon of quitting either of thefe pofts in the precipitate manner they did, 
which was the caul'c of in finite con fufi on amongft ourfelves, and of no fmall 
encouragement to the enemy, and proves a fupport to the cenfure I think I 
have Juft ly paffed on our fccond capital error, that it had been a happy inci¬ 
dent if thefe out-pofts had never been thought of. I muft not quit this 
fubje£t, without doing particular Juftice to Lieutenant Blagg and io of 
our volunteers, (eight of them your covenanted fervants) viz. Mefljs. Law, 
Ellis, Took, N, Drake, Charles Smith, WUkinfon, Dodd, Knspton, Wil¬ 
liam Parker and Maepherfon; thefe Gentlemen were detached from Captain 
Buchanan’s poft, to fuftain a Setjeant and i6 men pofted in Mr. Goddard's 
houle, to defend the poft at Mr. Putham’s, and threw themfelves into Captain 
Min chin’s houfe, from the top of which they made a great ft a ugh ter pf the 
enemy^ and when that poft was forced, the Serjeant and his men made a 
precipitate retreat to the battery, without once thinking of the Gentlemen 
pofted at Captain Mmehin's, where thefe had a long and bloody conflifl with 
a number of the enemy, moft unequal, and at laft forced a retreat, glorious to 
ihemlelves, bat with the lofs of two of their fmall detachment, viz. Mtllrs. 
Smith and WUkinfon, who by miftake were feparated from the body i the 
6rft refufed quarter, and killed five of the enemy before be fell j the other 
called for quarter, but was denied it, and cut to pieces, 

43d. I have now brought you. Honourable Sirs, to the fifth and laft adl 
of oor tragedy of errors, which brought on as fatal and melancholy a cata- 
ftrophe, I believe, as ever the annals of any people, or colony of people, fuffer- 
ed fince the days of Adam* to wit the Governor, Meff. Manningham, Frank- 
land, Macket, the principal officers, and a confiderable part of the colony, 
abandoning your fort, effects and garrifon, with the fhips and veflels, where¬ 
by the retreat of thofe who remained were to all intents and purpofits cut off, 
to the number of about 170 perfons, and left a facrifice to an exafperated and 
mercilefs enemy; amongft thofe four of your council, a great number of 
your principal and valuable covenanted fervants, three military Captains, 

feveral 
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federal Commanders of flilps, eight or nine 

the principal inhabitants, and others. Onr proceedings m this diftrelsful fitu- 
atio?, 1 iuTC in few words fummed up m my letter of the 
the Moital of the province, which I beg leave to repeat here, left that kr 
by any accident ibould not have reached you. Mr. Pearkc i wavmg his 
right of feniority, he. and the gentlemen m council, 

omval of the gentlemen in the fervicc, the garnfon and inhabitants, eieded 
L their Govfrnor and Ad mini ftrator of your affairs during the ™bles. and 
fufpended your Prefident, and Mcflrs. Manningbam. ‘ 

kerfrom yo^r fervice. for their breach of truft i as alfo the manary ofheers 
wfc accompanied them.” In njy letter above referred to 1 indifcriminatelv 
blamed the whole who had left us, in which I may well beexcufed, for J 
Ld it not then in my power to make the joft diftinaions and exceptions 
have here already done; for, in truth, it can be incumbent only on your 
governor, and commander in chief, and the gcntlemeTi of council, and the 
officers who accompanied him in this defedion, to vindicate, ! po i ^, 
piece ofeondudt j nor can it be wondered at, that thofe 
command, fliould quit a caufe, where thofe who bore the higheft diftmaions 
in both, deferred it; That the fort was not tenable “"t 

tradidted, any more than that a general retreat, with all its effeds public r 

private, might, with eafe, have been efleded, had thofe on whom it refted 

§one their duty. When I mention a general retreat. 1 would be under- 
ftood to mean no more than the European inhabitants, the garnfon and their 
families; as for the multitudes of others that were (by an infatuation not to 
be accounted for) admitted into the fort, to the number of 6 oqo at Icaft. 
thev muff have been abandoned; they would have fuffered nothing ^y being 
left'behind, and would have caufed much embarraffme^nt and diffreff to the 
whole by being embarked. As 1 have before^ done juft ice to the oftcers of 
militia and others, who were embarked without (1 am convinced) having 
anv intention of abandoning the fort. I muff in this place likewifc render 
iufflce, to the heft of my knowledge and mformation, to the charaQcr oi 
one of your Board. Mr. William Mackett: This gentleman had the com¬ 
mand of the fecohd company of militia, and went to fee h'S lady (and chil¬ 
dren) on board the Dodaly the i8th at night, where he Ic^fi her dangeroufly 
ill about 11, and returned to the fort, though theffrongeff perluafions, l am 
well informed, were ufed to detain him on board. Could any conn deration 
or plea have been prevalent enough to Qiake that of honour, the ftuation of 
this gentleman’s family, joined to thofe perfuadons, would have deiermin^ 
his lUv i but he returned to the duty his honour called him to, and with the 
confent and approbation of Mrs.Mackett. Early on the morning of the 19th. 
the Prefident; Mr, Mackett. die Reverend Mr. Mapletoft. myfclf and others, 
were employed in cutting open the bales of cotton, and filling it m hags, to 
carry upon the parapets; then (1 rec^lcft) Mr. Mackeit intimated to me 
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the unhappy condition he kit hh lady In the preceding night, and exprelTed 
his delirc and imcatlon to ilep on board for five minutes, to fee her; That 
this was the foie motive of his going, without any defign of abandoning 
the fort, 1 am convinced of i and Is, I think, proved by the whole of his be¬ 
haviour during tbehege, and his return to the fort from the Dodaly the pre¬ 
ceding oight^ With equal pleafure I would embrace any, even probable, 
appearance to juftlfy the condudt of your other fervants in higher truft j 
againil vvhom, 1 with more real concern fay, the charge lies too heavy and 
obvious to admit of extenuation. The proof, and fupporttng this charge, 
I could wlHi a talk impofed on any body eife j but unluckily, none hut my- 
felf is equal to it, as none can be fo well acquainted with the circumfbmces 
attcniiing it; and however galling the remembrance of my own chains, 
fufferings and lolles may be, they fhatl not influence me to deviate from trutli, 
though fuch remembrance may urge me to terms of feeming bitternefs, 
hardly unavoidable, when thofe fufurlngscan be attributed to nought but the 
unaccountable condudt I am now impeaching—a conduft which (however 
paliiated by a thoufand frivolous reafons) will juftly lay yonr prefident and 
MeC. Manningham and Franklandopen to the cenfure of breach of trufV, 
of the highcil imprudence and inconliileiice, and prove them llrangeis to 
the very dklates of humanity. 

44th. In what degree either of the above-named gentlemen may .''ppear 
lefs culpable than the others, or really are fb, is not my budnefs to deter¬ 
mine; this. Honourable Sirs, 1 will leave to your judgments and fentence, 
whilft I give you as faithful a ftatement of the fafts, as In my power; that 
MefT. Manningham and Frankland's falling down from the fort with the 
Dudaly, and refuflng to return to it, and join our Councils the night of the 
jfitb, though more than once fummoned to it by your prefident, were the 
primary caufes of all the confufion that infued, will, I think, hardly admit 
of conted: The defence thefe Gentlemen make to exculpate themfelves, 
Hands on the face of the Pulta confultations of the 14th of July lad, and is 
repsied to by me, on my return from Ballafore, in a letter to the l^rd at 
Tulta, under date the 25ih of Oftober lad, a copy of which 1 hereunto an¬ 
nex; the departure of the Dodaly tof which thofe gentlemen were part 
owners) and their rcfufal to return, were the caufe of jealoudes and fears, 
which otherwife would never have exifted; and the garrifbn were well vin¬ 
dicated in their conclufions, that when gentlemen, who bore the mod dlf- 
tinguifhed chara6:ers both civil and military, had quitted and refufed to re¬ 
turn to ihcir trud, and duty, every man was providing for himfelf the bed 
he couid. The Captain of the Dodaly exculpates bimfelf, by producing 
from your preddent* an order of the 15^^ purporting, that he 

tliould obey all fuch orders as he fhould receive from himfelf or Mr. Man- 
iimgham; and thefe Gentlemen take the advantage of this order, to prove 

their 
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their power, and extenuate their departing with the fhlpj a power which 
devolved to Mr, Manoingham for quite another purpofe, and cannot be 
wrefted, with either truth or propriety, to the purpofe it is now produced 
to ferve as your prefidcot can well witnefs. The rnTpe^ion and neceflary 
orders to be iflued in matters relative to the Marine, was offered and un¬ 
dertaken by Mr. Manninghara, to eafe the prefident, and not with the in¬ 
tention that he fliould be thereby impowered to diftrefs him and the garri- 
fon with the defbaion of that fliip, and of quitting a trufl which opened 
the way, and was, J believe, in fomc meafure, the caufc of your orefi- 
dent's qaittine his truft alfo on the fucceeding morning, though I offer it 
not in fufficient vindication of a conduft not to be vindicated m one who 
bore the ebarader of governor and commander in chief of your fort and 
earrifon. That things were in the utmoft confufion I admit; that no 
proper order^ rule or command was obferved^ is mofl true \ that pro- 
ccedines of Mcff Maiiningham and Frankland were fufpicious and alarming, 
I grant; but on whom will all this reflei^ and recoil? Had, on the nr It 
refiifal thefc gentlemen made to ^in our councils at this important jundure, 
the ihip been rcmanA d back, under the cover of our guns, and a detach¬ 
ment tent to bring them to their duty, in place of their bemg^fuftered to 
wait for one to defend the OiLp from the hazard they themfelves had brought 
her into, without orders or knowledge of any one in the garriibn, the mea¬ 
fure would have ftioke the governor and commander in chief; a thoufand 
mifehiifs had been avoided, nor he himfelf reduced the next day to the un¬ 
happy dilemma which at laft ended in his fallowing their example, to the 
dedruaion of th fe left behind; and with the knowledge, that neither the 
Company's treafure, hooks, or clTcntial papers were embarked, no more 
than the immenfe proprrty then depofited in the fort, con filling ot your 
own effefts and of a multitude of others, left mlferablc and indigent by 
the dcferduii ? in having all means cut off from them of faving it, and with 
thole very ibips that were employed and detained for its prefervation. For¬ 
titude is not given to every one ; and I may mofV ju% plead excufe for 
any fiilure arifing from our want of military knowledge ; it could not be 
expefted from us, but every a* of common prudence will; II the lives of 
fo many brave and valuable men, who perilhed by thiscondua, merited nc^ 
ree ird ' the gentlemen's own fupport with their Employers depended on 
th!ir having a regard to their effeas entrufted to their charge; as treaiurers, 
it was incumbent chiefly on them to fee that the treafure was em^rked ; 
this was a meafure judged eligible in a Council of War, before the fort was 
iudeed not Unable, and fwe ought immediately to have been rarned mto 
ixec mion. That Cooleys could not be obtained to carry tbai and the Com- 
paiw’s books off. as allcdgcd on the face of the Fulta confultations, tnuft 
appear to every budy then in garritbn, and indeed to w hole world, a 
pretence to palliate a ueedkfe panoic, diforder and negw* That 
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and cfll-as were that night embarked, IJ a truth known to every body j 
and on fuppofltion there vva^ not a Cooly in the fort, a £ngle Topaz could 
have embarked the hft year’s books, the confultalions and eflential papers. 
But it mull appear a fa^ beyond con trad Iftton, that chefc, and every thing 
elfe, were factiheed and abandoned to the conhderation of thefe gentle^ 
men's own fiifety; though that no ways endangered, but from die heps 
taken to f;curc it; for had we been joined in our councils, and the jliips 
continued under the protection of our guns, or brought back, and any the 
!eall command exerted, we had it in our power to leave the Suba the bare 
walls of your tort only, without a gun In it that would have been of any 
ufc to him, or injury to us or the fhipping. Had we remained united in 
our force, and proper fpirit (hewn, and examples made, what could have 
been apprehended from a few drunken Dutch foldiers, or a few ledittons 
among tl.e rabble of the mlUtia j the prefident, council, officers, gentle¬ 
men in the fervice, volunteers, and principal inhabitants, were i'urely more 
than equal to quell any tumult that could have been railed by thofe, to have 
obftruCted an orderly retreat with every thing of value depofited, in the fort. 
Hid this been done with proper coolnefs and refolution, and the whole 
colony proceeded as early in Auguft as the fleet could puJli out to Fort St. 
George, with the effeCts, public and private, immenfe had been the gain to 
both j there proper meafurcs might have been expeditloully confulted and 
adopted, for the re-effablifhment of the fettlemcnt; and the remains of our 
fliattered and diffrefTcd colony would have found repofe and flieltcf; this 
ftep would have been eligible, even in the wretched circomftances they re¬ 
tired i but the misfortune is, errors are fruitful, and generally beget one 
another i the pannic which feized the gentleman in command, never loft 
its Influence} the little faved w'a":, in the generalconfuGon, loft at Tanners 
and Buzbudgea; and in place of continuing their rout to Fort St. George, 
the alternative of reflding at Fulta was determined on, and fuch advices for¬ 
warded to that preffdency by Mr. Manningham, as made it a cafe of ncceffity 
to remain there, under fuch difadvantages and diftrelTes as 1 believe hardly 
ever a wretched people laboured, and at an immenfe expence to yourfelves 
in fupporting the colony, and freight of ftiips for their reception and defence j 
part of your cxpence, indeed, daily leflened, by the multitude of deaths 
here, which has proved a grave to a large portion of the colony, and to 
more than half the detachment and officers, fent under Major Kilpatrick j all 
which might have been avoided by a prudent procedure to Madrafs, as above. 
Why this was not done, in preference to the advices fent, and our miferable 
refidcnce here, I am a ftrangcr, and have not yet received or heard one tole¬ 
rable rcafon to fupport the meafurc. It has been aUedged, the quitting the 
river would have been giving up the caufej had this been done, it would 
have been only giving up a caufe already loft, and which they thEmfeives 
had nrft abandoned: the fleet's quitting the river, would have lulled the 

enemy 
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enemy into a fccurlty wliich would greatly have facilitated the retaking your 
fettlementi whereas our reiidcncc in it has kept them on the alarm, and 
preparations are made for the defence of it, which probably would never 
have been thought of. Nor is it poffible, in my conception, to account for 
this flrange perfeverance in milery, and heavy charge to yourfelves, but from 
two motives, which fwayed the councils of thofe gentlemen who hatl 
quitted your fort* garrifon and dfedis, whilft they bore the characters of 
command in it. Con feiou sand felf-convldted of a conduiSt not to he vindi¬ 
cated, it became neceflary that one of their own body fhould he dirpatched to 
give the firfl imprefilon of it j had they proceeded with the colony, a hundred 
mouths would have been open to report their condudb as well as their own. 
This, Honourable Sirs, muft, I think, have been the principle they aited on, 
to allow them the Ihadow of confiftencej if the gentlemen fupport their re¬ 
maining in the river from other even probable reafons, I will be the firft to 
retrsft my fentimerits j, not my fentiments alone, but that of near the whole 
colony. More, 1 think, 1 need not fay in fupport of my charge again ft 
thefe gentlemen j that they juftly incur the cenfure of breach of truft, have 
adled with the greateft imprudence, and been confident in nothing but errors* 
from the firft moment they meditated abandoning your fort in the manner 
they did. It remains only that 1 prove they might ^fely have retrieved this 
unhappy ftep, by a return to it with all the fliips i and that, by this neglefl, 
they not only further merit the cenfure I have already pafifed on them, but 
that of being ftrangers alfo to the very diftates of humanity. 

45th. The Dodaly (with Mefirs, Maningham and Franktand) and fome 
other vellels, fell down the river the i8ih at night, Your prefident, with 
the reft of the fliips, veftels and boats, followed them the 19th, about nine 
in the forenoon; they lay in fight of our fort, and flag flying, until the 
20th. About > t 40 the forenoon, ^i^fiw the St. George, our la ft refource, 
was a-ground, and could not come down to our fuccour, and heard us en¬ 
gaged with the enemy during all this period. — They knew the defperate 
ilate they bad left and abandoned us in, without all poflihility or means to 
efcape or retreat j and this their own doing: They were fenfible, we had 
not ammunition to defend the fort two days, or, if we had, that our lirength, 
with continued fatigue, watching, and adtSon, was exhaufled, and that we 
were reduced to the wretched alternatives of cither facrificing our lives, bv 
rcfolving to die iword in hand, or furrender ourfelves to an enraged and 
mercilefs enemy j and yet neither ftiips, veflel, or boat, were font to fa¬ 
vour our retreat, enquire what was out fate, or whether we exifted, or had 
perilhed. To palliate this, (I believe, unequalled inhumanity) the danger 
of returning with the thips has been, I hear, alleged. — Capt. Grant, in 
his letter to us, in vindication of himfclf, the aoth Auguft* aflerts, he 
more than once urged your Prelident to move up with all the ftnpi and 
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flnops before tbe fort, otice m the prefence of Capt. Youflg, Commander 
of the Dodaly. w'ho rcprcfented it as a dangerous attcrapt. I fubmit it to 
you, honourable Sirs, to determine, whether your PreBdent ought to have 
rem uned f.itlsfied With an anTwer of this kind, or whether the Ihip 
would have run greater rifk in moving up to the fort, than they did in 
moving down from it; or if there adtually had been danger m the attempt, 
of which there was not even the fhadow, whilll we remained m poffclhon 
of the fort, was the prefervation of fo many brave and valuable men 
cooped up In it, with your treafore, efFcdls, books, 6cc. of fuch Imall efli- 
mation with gentlemen, as not to merit one attempt to retrieve them, 
though even this attempt had been attended with danger ? But it has been 
urged, that they were at no certainty whether we were m poflbffion of the 
fort, or not i and by fomc conjeaured, that we had furrendered or the 
phee had been taken by affault, and that the flag was only kept flying by 
the enemy to decoy the fleet back. — But (f thefe were the doubts that ac¬ 
tuated them, why did they not fatisfy therafclves f A Angle Hoop or boat 
fent up the night of the i9th, might have hailed us from the baftions, 
without rilk, even if the place had been in poGefTion of the «ocmy, 
the contrary of which they would have been afcertained of and the fleet 
might have moved up that night. This motion would have put frelb ipi- 
rits into us, and given difmay to the enemy, already not a little dimearten- 
ed by the numbers flam in the day when diilodged from the faoufes round 
us, and otherwife, particularly by our fhclla and cannon at Lady RuffeU 
and the Court-houfe. Had the (hips moved up, and our forces reunited, 
and part of the ammunition on board them been difembarked for the 
fervice of the fort, the Suba might at laft have been obliged to retreat with 
his army, or at worft the effeas might have been (hipped off the aoth, 
even in the face of the enemy, without their having power to obftrua 
it and a general retreat made of the whole garrifon, as glorious to our- 
felves, all drcumflances confidcred, as a viftory would have been i the 
Gentlemen would then have found b. plan ready formed^ to the mmutelt 
circurnftanccj fur b general retreat^ that would have been attended with 
no diforder, confufion, or difliiculty, if proper refolutiou and command 
had appeared: Had your PreTident, as was incumbent on him, hoifted 
his flag on board the Dodaly, of which he was llkewife part owner, 
and moved up even the aoih, not a man or vefiel but would have fol¬ 
lowed him, and he would then have been early enough to have given a new 
face to things i but, in place of that, he tendered himfclf totally inex- 
cufable. by not only quitting us himfclf, but in telling others, and amongfl: 
them fame of the Officers of the Militia then on board the Dodaly, That 
the retreat was general i thereby cooling the refolutions and endeavours of 
thole who were returning to us. and had never once entertained a thought 

plr quilting the fort. The want of boats has been another caufc alleged 

for 
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for a general retreat rot being practicable* Were there any grounds for 
this afertioD* where did die fault He? Though dierc might have been 
few boats at the Crane Gat, when the PrcGdent went off, yet it is a known 
truth, that the wharfe to the right and left were lined with them, and that 
not one of them ftirred from the fliore, until immediately after he put off, 
when they all rowed acrofa the river, moil of them with grain on board; 
and tills deCertion occahoned by negleCt of the obvious meafure of having 
a fufficient guard over them. But to obviate every excufc that can poflibly 
be urged againft the facility with which we could have made the retreat 
general, I will fuppofe there had not a country-boat exifted, thofe belong¬ 
ing to the fhips, and the fmall craft, brought clofe in fliore would have 
been amply fufficient to have embarked tlic effeCts, garrifon, and their 
families, which we had not at all dcfpaired of effecting, even with the 
Saint George’s three or four boats, (had (he happily come down to our fuc- 
courl and the aflifbnce of Captain Wkherington's pinnace, then lying at 
the Crane. But, in fhort, Honourable Sirs, it is not to be wondered at, 
that, in a panick fuch as evidently poffefled thofe in the chief command ^ nd 
direction, means the moff obvious fhould either not occur, or be neglcCled; 
nor that handles, the moft; weak and improbable, fhould be hid hold of, 
to extenuate the conduCl refulting from it: As fuch 1 think myftU jufti- 
fied, in treating every reafan advanced in vindication of thefe gentlemen 
quitting the fort in the manner they did, and not returning, when it was 
fo dcmonftrably in their power, and thereby lofing the means of laving your 
treafure, books, and cffcCls ; of preferving the lives of the many gallant 
worthy men, who periQicd in their defence, and thus fell a facntice j of 
preventing the tears of the fatherkfs children and widows, left deftitute 
and unhappy, as well as thofe of the many parents and relations, deprived 
thus of the ornaments of their famiUts, in the miferable deaths of a num¬ 
ber of the moff prcmlfing youths you ever had in your fervicc j and laftly, 
of faving myfelf, and others, your faithful fervants, from chains, Charue, and 
imprifonment, with other diareffes and fufferings hardly to be deferibed. 

46tb* This fobjea, Honourable Sirs, difagreeablc as it is, I muff not 
quit without fpeaking to an afperdDn which has been fpread in the fleet, 
and’l doubt not elfewhere, that thofe who were left behind, and feme 
*■ of the principal of them intended going, had net the means of doing 
“ it been cut off from them, and fo made a virtue of neceflity.' ThisaU 
fertion 1 will venture to term bold as well as bafe, being founded on the 
conicaure only of feme, with important hopes to reduce others on a level 
with tbcmfelvesi the intentions of the heart are impenetrable hut to the 
brcall it dwells in, therefore 1 can only fay* I io^cmnly believe that not a, 
man left isi the fort had ftiiy intention or defign of qaiiting it, bat in a ge¬ 
neral retreatj^ oor could ought be dlicovtred in their behaviour, that either 
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did then or could fioce give me caufe to alter my fentiments. As to my- 
feir^ againA whom 1 don’t queflioo but this ilander is chicfiy aimed } it has 
alfo been as audacioufly faid, that I was not only privy to your prefidciit*s 
going away, but was to have gone with him ; of both he has honourably 
and pubtickly acquitted mej my knowing myfelf free from this fcandalous 
imputation of intending to quit your fort (othervvifc than in a general re¬ 
treat) is not enough, it is my duty to convince my Honourable Mailers like- 
wife, that fuch could not be my deiign j if it had, my motives were fupc- 
rior, the means equally in ray power, and the refic^tion lefs in proportion 
to the Icfs command and truft inveiled in me. Thefe gentlemen declare 
they einbaiked no private effects belonging either to themfelves or confti- 
fuents. The Diligence Snow now lying at ray Gat, I fent orders the 18th 
afternoon from the outer battery, to embark niy calh, plate, eflenrial pa¬ 
pers, and fome jewels, in all to the value of about fifty to fifty-two 
ihoufind Arcot Rupees, which was done by my own people, my fer- 
vanTs having before brought me word every Cooley in the fettlemcnt was 
employed in emptying the rice boats at the faftory, fo that they could not 
get people to carry them to the fort, where moft people’s valuable effefls 
were depofited; my Godowns being unfortunately full of heavy and cum- 
bcrl'ome goods, there was no [roflibility of embarking them, or depofiting 
them in the fort, and my houfc fo far detached as furely to be one of the 

firft poflefled and plundered by the enemy, which fo happened._Had ray 

intention been to abandon the fettlement, the temptation was great, and 
fttll greater, as the w'hole remains of my fortune ihen in Calcutta were em¬ 
barked, the means in my own hands, the vtflcl under no command but 
iny own, witho t any poTibility of my being obflruaed the whole night 
of the iSth, or the morning of the 19th. If fuch had been my defign, 

I might have laid hold of the pretence to accompany Mrs. Drake, and the 
lad:cs embarked on board the Diligence, about eleven the night of the i SlH, 
or afterwards, when I reqoefted and fent Monfieur Lc Beaume, with three 
of my Icrvants to embark on board that vefTcl, for the greater fecurity of 
her and the ladies. Such were the opportunities, and fuch were the temp¬ 
tations 1 h d to have quitted your fort, but the thought never entered niy 
brcjA, nor of any one clfc, with the certainty of the retreat being general 
the luctccding ni,bii and that I neither did go, nor had a fentiment that 
tendt.l to it, I am ftJl happy in j and not with dan ding all my fjfferings ■ 
and with this refleflion, that had I gone, I had in all human probabihev 
fived the above remains of my fortune, which fell a prey to the enemy the 
2 1 ll, at Buzbudgee, without any one friendly, humane, or falutary’^flcp 
being taken by the fleet or thofc who commanded in it to preferve the Snow ■ 
The olHcer on board, having weighed in the general rout, and accompanil 
ed I ic other Ihips without my orders or knowledge. A$ to o r having 
made a virtue of nccciTity," ^efe gentlemen fliould be the laft to re¬ 
proach 
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proacb us> or take ad vantage even in cxpreflion of the ncce/Tity they had re¬ 
duced UB to i that any has aiTumed a virtue from it, I do not beiievc; ws 
did our duty and no more, in defending your property as long as was in our 
power, which certainly is a virtue comparatively confidered, with refpeft 
to thofe who did not do fo. 

47th. Thus, Honourable Sirs, I have with truth to the utmoft of 
my knowledge and remembrance, traced out and laid before you, the caufes 
and various capital errors, which occahoned the loft of your Frelidency and 
fcttlements in thele provinces. Necelliiry as it has been, 1 am fenfible by 
what I feel myfclf on this lubjedt, how onpleafing to you, therefore will 
not give you further pain, than in the addition of a few lines, explaining 
the manner your fort was taken, on which I find I have in my letters from 
Muxadabad and Hougiy, been rather too Ihort. 

48th. Having been prefled at different times on the 20ih, by the gco- 
tlcroeti of council and others, to throw out a flag of truce, I oppofed it as 
much as poflible, forefecing the little utility would arlfe from it, confidcring 
the enemy we had to dca> with, and th..t they were as pcrfcdlly acquainted 
with our dillrefled fltuation, as we ourfclves; however, to quiet the minds 
of every body as much as in my power, I cauled a letter to be wrote the 
20th, early in the morning, by Omychund, who was left a prifoner In the 
fort of Raja Monick Chund, to the following purport. That, as lie and 
** his houfe had always been a friend and tenant to the Englifli, wc hoped 
to experience it on this occaflon, and that he would ufc his influence with 
the Suba, to order his troops to ceafe hoftilitics j that we were ready to 
** obey his commands, and periifled only in defending the fort, in prefer- 
vation of our lives and honours.” At this period I was at no certainty 
of the Suha's being at the flrge In perlbn, and all the hopes 1 had from this 
letter, or a flag of truce, was to amufe them until the St. George came 
down, and that we might have the night to make our general retreat in. 
About noon, as I before obferved, the enemy were reputfed from the at¬ 
tacks they made this day to the northward, and a ceflfation on both ildvs 
etifued for more than two hours, and not one of the enemy to be feen ; 
the gentlemen of council, officers and inhabit ints, ftill prefling me, J was 
prevailed on to confent to a flag of truce being thrown out before dark. 
About four in the afternoon, word was brought me that one of the enemy 
was advancing with a flag in his hand, and called to ceafe firing, and that 
we fbould have quarter if wc furrendered t this was judged a favourable 
jun^ure to anfwer k with a flag of truce} accordingly I repaired with the 
flag on the original S. E. Baflion, where Captain Buchanan was then pott¬ 
ed, and ordered firing to ceafe. I had a letter prepared with me, addrefled 
to Roy Doolub, general of bis forces, importing an overture to ceafe hofti- 
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litieSi til] the Suba could be wrote to, and his pleaTuic known. This let¬ 
ter I threw over the ramparts, and hoifted the flag of truce on the baition; 
the letter was taken up by the perfon who'advanced with the flag, who re¬ 
tired with it: fooD after, multitudes of the enemy came out of their hidltig 
places round tis, and flocked under the walls j a lltori parly enfutd, I de¬ 
manded a truce to hoflilities, until the Suba's pleafure could be known^ to 
which 1 was anfwered by one of his officers from below, that the Suba was 
there, and his plearure was that we ffiould immediately flrikb our colours 
and furrender the fort, and ourfclves, and that we ihould have quarter. I 
was gding to reply, when at thit inftaut Mr, William Bailie, Handing near 
me, was llightly wounded by a muflcet-ball from the enemy, on the fide of 
his head, and word was brought me that they were attempting to force the 
S. W. barrier, and were cutting at the eaftern gate. On being afeertained 
of this, I ordered Captain Buchanan to point a cannon from the Baflion 
which flanked the caftern curtain, and told them to withdraw from the 
walls, or I would inftantly fire amongft them j they withdrew, and I imme¬ 
diately took down the flag of truce, and ftept to the parade to tflbe orders 
for a general dlfchargc of our cannon and fmall arms. The moment I ar¬ 
rived there, Captain Dickfon, (who now commands the Lively Grabb, at 
prefent in your fervice) and ]iiA after him Enfign Walcot came running to 
me, and told me the weftern gate was forced by our own people and be¬ 
trayed. I inftantly fent Enfign Walcot with orders to fee if there was no 
poffibility of fecuring it again ; he returned and told me it was impoffible 
for the Jocks and bolts were forced off. On this I returned to Captain Bu¬ 
chanan’s poft, and found forae of the enemies colours planted on the baf- 
tioD. I dked how he came to fufler it ; he replied he found farther rcfifll 
aiice was in vain, for that the moment I had left him, advice was brought 
him of the Weflem gate being betrayed, and turning myfcJf I faw below 
muititudes of ihc enemy, who had entered that way, and others who had 
kalcd by the S, W. bailion, and the new Godowns, that Baftion and the 
barrier, as I afterwards learnt, having been dclerted the dme the weftern 
gate was forced. To the firft Jammautdaar who fcalcd at the S. W. Baf- 
tion I advanced, and delivered my pvftals j he toid me to order inflantlv 
our c'lours to be cut down j I replied, I would give no foch orders they 
were maflers of the fort, and might order it themfcives j. he demand^ my 
fwor ], I refufed delivering it, but in prefcjice of the Suba, on which the 
JemmiiLjtdaiir carried me round the FainpartSj oppolHe to wRere the Suba 
was below, without the walls, from thence X made him the cuflomary Sa¬ 
laam, and delivered my fword to his Jammautdaa^} the Suba from his litftr 
murneil my Salaam, and moved round to the northward, and entered the 
fort by the imall weftern gate, 1 had three interviews with him that even¬ 
ing, one m Dur^r. At firft he exprefied much refentment at our pre- 
lumpaon, m defending the fort againll bis army with Jb few men, alkcd 
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why I did not run away with my governor, &c. feemed much disappoint¬ 
ed and diffatisfied at the fum found in the treafury, afked me many quef- 
tions on this fubjea, to all which 1 made the heft reply that occurred j and 
on the conclufion he aflured me on the word of a foldier, that no harm 
fbould come to me^ which he repeated more than once. The confcqueoce 
proved how little regard was to be paid to this aflurauce, for I was with the 
red of my fellow fufferers, about eight at nighty crammed into the Black-Hole 
Priion, and paft a night orhorrors 1 will not attempt to deferibe, as they 
bar all dcfcriptioiis. On the enfuing morning, (the zift June) I wastaken 
out from amongft the dead, and again carried before the Suba, more dead 
than alive; he feemed little tfiedied when I told him the miferablecataftrophc 
of my companions he anfwcred me, by faying, he was well informed 
there was an immenfc treafure buried or fecreted in the fort, and that I 
was privy to it, and commanded me to point out where it was hid, if I 
expedled favour (one of his jemm lUldaars had told me on the way the 
caufe of my being fent for, and advifed me to make a full difeovery, or 
that 1 fhould be fhotoif from the mouth of a canoon the next half hoor.) 
1 urged every tlibg pofl’ible againft the information he had received, or that 
if fuch a thing had been done, 1 was totally a ftranger to it; hut all I could 
fay feemed to gain no credit with the Suha, who ordered me a prifbner, 
under charge of one of his generals, Mhir Modun, and with me MelTrs, 
Court, Wakot and Burdet, as intimated in my letter from Muxartabad, to 
which letter I beg leave to refer for the account of our fubfequent fuffer- 
ings, and to fubferibe myfdf, with the moft perfetl refpedt and duty, 

Fiilta, Kov 3otli Honourable Sirs, 

*1^56, ' Your ever faithful and obedient humble fervant. 

Mr, Holwell's Minute and Diftent in Council, the aoth of Auguft, 
1^56, at FultP, referred to in the preceding letter of the ajth October. , 


M r, Hulwell obferves that we have a bill before us, amounting to 
Arcot Rupees 64662 8 Annaes, on account of cxpcnccs and da¬ 
mages of flrip Dodaly, commencing 9th of June, 1756,-He further 

remarks, that the charge of this fliip is founded on her being taken up 
for the defence of the Company's fort, effects, and fcttlementi but that 
ftie abandoned fuch defence, by falling down from the fort and fettlc- 
ment, without orders, the iSth of June at night; to which be cannot 

help attributing all the misfortunes which enfued.---He therefore dif- 

fents to any payment or confide ration being made by the Honourable 
Company, on account of her expence, lois or damage charged in the faid 
bill, except for provifions, 6cc. for the ufe of the Company’s fervants 
on board. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Hqlwell's Mltmtc on the FuUa Conrultaiions, at bis firft joining 

the Agency at that place. 


Fu//i 7 t T3th Auguft, 1756. 


APT A IN’ Dugald Campbell's commiffion being tendered to Mr, 



ilolwcll to fign, he refufcd the fame, and requeilcd the gendemen 
would picafe tu excuie his not figning that, or any other paper whaifo- 
ever, in the prefent Hate of the government of affairSj for the following 
reafons: 

ift. He conceives that when the Honourable the late Prefident, and 
MefTrs. Manningham, Frankland, and Macket abandoned the fort and 
garrifon of Fort William the iSih and 19th of June bft, and quitted the 
defence of ihcfe and the Honourable Company's effeds, they did, by 
fuch a£f, to all intents and purpofes, diveft diemfelves of all right or pre- 
tenlions to the future governmeutof the Company's affairs, or the colony. 

2dly. That on the faid abdication of the Honourable the late Prefi- 
dent, and Meffrs. Maniilngham, Franldand, and Macket, the remaining 
gentlemen of Council (the only government then fubfifting) did, with 
the unanimous approval of the garrifon, officers, 6cc. eledt and appoint, 
in council, him, Mr, HolweU, governor of the fort and garrifon.* and 
adminiflrator of the Company's affairs during the iraubles j his right to 
which latter appointment, he does not think the gentlemen at prefent con- 
llituting the Agency have any juft power to diveft him of, or with-hold 
from him j howfoever, and under whatfoever other head the remainder of 
the colony, who arc not fervants to the Company, may think proper to 
difpofc of themfelvcs, 

3dly. That the late Prefident, and MefTrs. Manningham, Frankknd, 
and Macket being (jnftly as he conceives) the 1 gth of June in council, 
fufpended the Honourable Company’s fervice, he thinks this aft alone 
fufheient to diveft them of all future rule in any matters relative to the 
Company's affairs, until their pleafure from Europe be known. The 
more efpccially as the faid fufpenfiotx met with {as he is informed) the 
approval and aifeni of Meffrs. Watts and Collet, in their difavowing any 
fubjeaion to be due to the orders of the Agency, jfTued to them from 
Fulvaj a confirmation of the furpcnfion by fix members, the matoritv 
of the whole Council. 

4thly. That in confequence of the before-recited tranfadlion, he thinks 
Amyat {the fenior levant of the Company then prefent) was 

on 


/ [ 223 ] 

on his joining tbe fleet with hia factory of Lucky pore, the only perfbn 
Envefted with any juft title or authority to condufl the affairs and con¬ 
cerns of the Company, and to afloclatc with him as many of rheir fer- 
vants neict In ftanding to him, as he thought neceffary, until (he arrival 
of the gentlemen of the board of Calcutta, who lay under no cenfure or 
fufpicion from the fervicc. 

5thly and laftly, That, to avoid the further embroiling his Honourable 
Employers affairs, by railing feuds and differences, which might enfue by 
his openly and publicly afferting and claiming his undoubted title to the 
adminiftration of them, he fubmits fuch his juft right to the breafts of 
the Agency thcmfelves, and will quietly abide by their determination j but 
cannot, by any aS of his own, either wave fuch his juft title, or admit 
any juft authority to be invefted in the Agency ; a charadler affumed, in 
his abferjee, without right; and permitted by the Indulgence only of the 
remainder of the colony, and now continued, as he conceives, to the pre¬ 
judice of the rights of himfelf and others. He therefore thinks himfelf 
juftified in refufing to fign any pper or coufultation whaifoever, which 
he cannot do con Alien tly with himfelf, as he cannot confiiier himfelf in 
any other view, or point of light, than in that in which the laft fubfift- 
ing government of Fort William placed binii bm fhall, notwithftanding, 
be always ready to devote his perfon and counfel to the intereft of his 
Honourable Mailers afifairs, wherever they call him. To that purpofc 
(hall duly attend the councils of the Agency, agreeably to the reqoeft of 
the Honourable the late Frefident made to him in writing the 1 2th inftant. 

Copy of the Prefldent’s Letter above mentioned, to Mr. Hoi well. 

To John Z, Holwell, Efq, 

Sir, 

TT A D not our boat been fo extremely leaky, I purpofed doing myfelf 
^ the pleafure of waiting on you this morning. 

We have concluded to meet on fliore, on Mondays, Wednefdays, and 
Fridays, It will be an inflnite fatisfaiflion that you will be pleafed to joiit 
us, particularly to me who efteem your advice, and who am, very truly. 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
Tfnirfdaj, nth Aug. 1756. (Signed) 

ROGER DRAKE, junr. 

N, B. Some few days fubfequent to the above tranfailion, the Agency 
thought it highly elfential to eledt and conftituie a Secret Committee j and 

urging 
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urging to Mr. HolweU, that the good of the fcrvice required his being 
one of that body; but that fuch eli»!tion was impoffibIe» unlcrs he receded 
from his refblution of not £gniug j he therefore was prevailed upon to 
recede from that part of his minute only, on the above confideration, and 
to evince that no private motive or refentment could fway him to any deter¬ 
mination detrimcmal to his employers fervicc. The Committee was ac¬ 
cordingly appointedj conlillmg of the Prelident, Major Kilpatrick, and 
Mr. HolwcU. 

To the Honourable Roger Drake, Elqj ficc. Council at Fulta. 

Honourable Sir, and Sira, Fulia^ Od:. 25, 1756, 

a late perufol of your Fulta confuUatjons of the 14th of July, I 
find myfelf called upon (amongft others of the furviving members of 
the Council of War, held in Calcutta the 18th of June lift) to at reft the 
aflcrtion of Mcflrs. Manningham and Frankland, touching their being 
ordered by that Council of War, “ To embark the European women on 
board (he Dodaly and Diligence, with a detachment of 30 men to 
** guard the faid ftiips, with diredions to move the Dodaly clear of the 
** fmall craft, with which (he was incumbered, and of the enemy's fire/* 
Mod (brry I am, gentlemen, to find myfelf obliged to fpeak on a fubjed 
fo very dilagrecable to my memory i but the whole proceedings of that 
council appearing to my conception of fo extraordinary a nature, joined 
to the confideradem of my minute and dillent in Council of the ad Sep¬ 
tember laft {againft any allowance being made the owners of the Dodaly, 
for her lofs and damages) that 1 cannot remain fiient without incurring 
my Qivn cenfure, as well as the imputation from you, of much injuftice 
in my minute above referred to. Thus far 1 thought it necedary to apo¬ 
logize for giving you trouble at this jundure, and fhall, with your leave, 
proceed to fpeak with that ftrid regard which every gentleman owes to 
truth, not only to the particulars I am called on by thofe gentlemen to 
atted, but to the whole proceedings of that Council of the \ 4th July i 
and cotifider the defence MclTrs. Manningham and Frankbnd there make, 
for depriving the Company’s forts, effeds and garrilbn, of the fuccour of 
that (hip i and then fubmlt the juflice of my faid minutes and difTent, to 
the determination of yourfelves and ray Honourable Employers. 

That the European women were ordered to be embarked by the Coun¬ 
cil of War of the i8rh, is iruc; but that Meflrs. Manningham and 
Frankbnd (hould embark them, was no part of the orders thofe gen¬ 
tlemen tendered thcmfcives for that fervice, to which none obieded pub- 
lickly, though myfelf, with many others, thought their llations, both 
civil and military, were of fuch importance as might well have excufed 
them from that fervice. 


That 
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That there was any particukr order relative to the Diligence, I do not 
remember; and think I can truly atteft the contrary: Mrs. Drake, 
Mrs. Manletoft, Mrs. Coalca and Mrs. Wedderburn, with their families, 
being embarked on board that velTel, was purely the refult of my own 
advice to them, imagining the Dodaly would be extremely crouded, and 
they had my order to be received on board, the flnp being under my di- 
redtion. 

That a detachment of 30 men was ordered for the defence of thefe 
fbips, I do not remember; and ihould certainly have objefted to any fucli 
mcafnre, had it been propfed whilft I was in the council of war, as it 
certainly was both imprudent and nccdlefs *. Imprudent, as it would have 
been a ^nfiderabk weakening a fatigued garrifon who had barely a re¬ 
lief from duty; and necdJeft, whM the fhips remained under the cover of 

our fort. 

That thofc gentlemen had directions to remove the Dodaly clear of the 
fmall craft, with which fhe was Incumbered, and the enemy's fire, are 
aflertions to me totally new | and I can truly atteft was no part of the 
order of the council of war, nor know 1 frotn what quarter fuch direflions 
Tpvcnt - but if ihc really was incumbered with fmall crafty there would 
furcly'have been more propriety in moving them, than her: or on fuppofition 
propriety was attended to, yet furcly whatever dircaions thofe gentlemen 
had, did not, nor could imply, that they were to remove her as low as Mr. 
Mareas's houfe; a ftation where ftie wasmore expofed to tfe enemy s hre, 
had they taken the advantage, deprived of the benefit of our guns and 
fmall arms, and rendered ufelefs, as to the defence and fnccour of the 
fcttlcmem; and contrary to Mr. Manningham;s cxprcls promifc to me, 
that the fhould not ftir from under the cover of the fort* 

Touching the other part of the charge laid againft ihofe gentlemen, by 
the colony as a juft ohjedion to Mr. Mann Ingham’s being fent to the pre- 
fidcncy of Fort St. George, viz. that of their refufmg joining the Coun¬ 
cils when fent for, lean form no judgment, further than 1 can collet from 
the defence of thofe gentlemen as entered in the confiiltation of the 14th 
Inlv beinp a ft rtineer to the nature of the orders thePrefident fent by Captain 
ivrddefburn. and fubfequently by Mr. Holmes, for their return to the 
fort.—i was myfelf but joft come in from the center battery, ivhen the 
Council of War in the evening of 18th was cJlcd, and having been the 
preceding night and day cjchaufted with continued fatigue, without reft 
or tbod, a. foon as ihe Council of War broke up, I rciir^, m hopes of 
Betting a little repofc 5 not doubting hot the refolotions of it would have 

been lltidfly obeved, which were, that the European women, ihc Com^ 
* * F f ' pany s 
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pany's trcafurcs, and, I ihink, their efiential books and papers HiouM H 
embarked that night on board the DoJalyj but whether this laft wa\ 
entered on the minutes of that Council, I cannot be pohtive; but per- 
f^ly recollca a difcourfe I had with Mr. Manningham on the propriety 
ot ir, juft as theCouDcil broke up; and Indeed, I ever thought, until 
J joined your CouneJs here, that both the treafures and books had been 

^ remarking, that better no reafon at 

all had been given, for the negleft of a meafure of fuch importance to 

A » confulration of the aoth of 

Augult. J^ut It js ti^me I come to confidcr the pleas made ufe of by MciTrs, 

returning to the for^ which 
»^nH Jf J morning, Mr. Lindfay came on board, 

and informed them, he le±c a general aftembly fitting j that the Cap^ 

manfonbril t7 was not two days ammunition j th« 

w^^th/ unanTmnu? mutinous; that it 

« Zl opinion the fort was not tenable j that a retreat 

as ^^(ol'fcd on ; that Mr. Hoi well was ftrenuous for its being made 
- immediately, and oppofed by Mr. BaiHie particularly; that th/Xfc 

** mined confufion ; and that nothing was dctcr- 

mined on. Without, gentlemen, my entering particularly into th.c 
meots of thefe pleas let us confider the weight%f thofc GentJcLn^ 

rh^of^Fkirffi the names and author 

tia^- Inf Wh^ 't' Colonels, and Lieutenant-colonels of the mili. 
tia and, J think, an impartial eye will at firft light pronounce, that 
to was not one of the pleas urged by them, in defence of rir no! 

fur eSf thoulh th^" immediate rejoining 

oofc in . 51 ^ though they had no orders from the Prefident for that pur- 

nnHll < 3 etachment, and removine^the 

fin Jnd that night, as low as Govindpore; ^undfg^hS 

B-rHf™ M r- 55^ ^ J ”°'™ '““‘i) »"<* •'« r«rcat of the 

Si^gl t tfi £ 'pfcn‘s^= 'tiSr „t 

S M M,e been the caule of faring the publick and private pro, 

jicrty: 
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ypvity lodged in the fort, as well as the lives of many who fell a mtferablc 
/ facrifice by our retreat being cut off| the primary caufe of which, ! mulh 
ftill attribute to the retreat of that (hip, to Mr. MargalVs houfe and Go- 
vindpore on the night of the i8th, without order or the knowledge of 
any one m the garrifon. It vras urged, I know, and aSerted by Mr, 
Frankland in Council, the ad September, when I entered my minutes and 
dilTent to the payment of the Dodaly’s lols and damages that thole 
Gentlemen had orders for moving the Qiip down. And I beg leave to 
remind you, that I alked the Prefident, touching this aHeriion ; who, in 
your prefence, declared he ncitlicr gave fuch orders, nor knew of any 
fuch being given. Therefore, on the whole, 1 hope I Hand vindicated in 
your judgment, for fuch my diiient, as it is to me not a little afloniOiing, 
how the Gentlemen, compofing that Council of the i4.tli July, could 
unanimoudy, on the defence before them, pronounce it as their opiniuns, 
that thofe ^ntlemen had cleared themfelves of the charge laid agalnit 
them, in that letter ligned, as I am informed, by the greatell part of the 
colony. 1 am, with refpeft. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your molt obedient humble fervanf. 

The laft letter but one, though delivered in to the Board in November, 
1756, did not receive any anfwer until the laft of January, 1757, two 
days before the Syren packet had her dlfpatches for Europe, (in which 
floop Mr. Holwell took his pafTage, for the perfect recovery of his health) 
when the Prelident, and three other gentlemen of the Council, thought 
proper to anfwer fome parts of it, chiefly relative to themfelvcs. As Mr, 
Holwell had no opportunity of noticing thofe produftlons abroad, he ap* 
plied to the Court of Dire^flors, on his arrival here in July, 1757, and was 
indulged with the pcrufal of them, and threw in a reply. We have no 
copy of thofe gentlemen’s fevcral anfwers j but as we dare aver the quota¬ 
tions taken from them, which Mr. Holwell thought worthy reply, are raith-> 
fully tranferibed in this his replication, we ffiall not heCtate to infert it..—- 
Upon the face of the whole, you will be fully enabled to form, and pafi 
an impartial judgment, on the charge laid againil this Gentleman, of be¬ 
ing particular^ injiruntetitai in hringtng dfrwn Sdu R^ah Dirwhi 6cc, 

To the Honourable the Court of DiREt:TORs. 

May it plcafc your Honours, London, Auguft, 1757* 

TT A VIN G perufed the feveral Addrefles of Mcflrs. Drake, Watts, 
^ Bechcr, and Cdlet, in anfwer to different parts of my Addrefs to 
your Honourable Court, under date, Fulta, the 30tli of November, 1756, 
1 find myfcif under the neceffity of making a Ihort reply to each, and 
mofl humbly tender my thanks for the opportunity you have indulgently 

F f 2 granted. 
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gnnted. -Mr, Beclicr, by a penetration very commonlv a/TTim^rJ / 

Th« the firft aclrnffiou oi Kilfaitljr. and Lis wcsl* was wroni!. hf; ^ 
Raaghujlobs family was out ot the government, and of no®«nfe 
Huence at the lime Mr. Watts wrote the recommendatory letter con 
ccrnmg hmij and that he bad been no friend to tlie EnE?Jiih hut 
“ ‘hf had given much trouble to us, and chattbcrf w« nn 

•' bability of the iucccfs of the young Begum.” To tliele 1 be? 
reply, and %. That though the adniimon of that family no ways touches 
me, (it being an a£l of Mr. Manningbam’s, the Provincial ^ 

even wtthont my knowledge) yet I do not thit^fc it was wroni 
were then eitcitmfttnced. The imfortanee snd conreqitenee°of .h^ff 
mily, mull have been better known to Mr. Watts than tr, d 
and though the former parts of Mr, Watts’s letter to the p 
difavowed, which J think he might, with a b-'t^ 
lodged j yet, at the dole of what he gives vour Honour * t, 
of them, he fays, that -Raagbullob^had 'been ufeful to us* 
bemorefoi" which fpeaks aflat contradidlion to the ’ ^ 

Beeher. touching the r'egsrd due to L 

was or was not a probability of the Begum’s fuccefs was nortt J ^ 
point, nor IS a bit cleared up by Mr, lecher’s conie^lurr. 
our inteliigence, as fet forth m my leHe^ is S . !' ' i 
which came daily to Omychund, but to many of \he^ other^ 
and refidents at Calcutta, that kept a correTpondence with Se 
city, intimated the probability of her fucceiV Th.^r- „ j 

■ count for his coming in diiguife — ^believes hn A'A 
'• Ifflfr™ who '’1'^ •>' its, 0 ? ,h* 

“ of Kiffendsh nnd the meflineer ws, not kH 
- cll, uudlhatMcffls.Drukc MatmLhs J ^ 5 ' 5 ": Coun- 

'■ sBurac a power no ways delegated fo them," "frr '’i' « 
circumflance is echoed to by Mr Watts in k: * i 
your HooonrsO ^ ^ 

How Mr. Beeher could reprefent that Naran Sing was fent i j 
Kiffendafs and his wealth, unjuflly dptained by thf Endhb 
that needful precaution with it mciimKr.ni- i carhes not 

thinks himfelf obliged to cenfore the eondudl of anXf”‘Tril 
..on of any matter or thing can never in propriety oft:cch7hf 
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Ijcforc 3 dtminti m3dc>^“Kjfi<.‘Ddiis lisd been admitted into 
the fettlemeDt, as fomc liundrcds dT others had been in my re membra nee j, 
who hati connexions with the government. Roy DMlobj Rejnh. Mo- 
iiickchuiidp Fiitttca Gliundj and many others had^ time otit of mind^ 
houfes eftablifhed in your iettlement. The arrival of Naran Sing was the 
firft demand made on account of Kiflendafs 5 therefore our being charged 
with unjoftly detaining him or his wealth, prior to their being demanded, 
which the above afTeiiion intimated, if it carries sny meaning at all, n, 

I conceive, both unjnf^ and Improper. 1 am forty to obferve that gentle¬ 
men, In the courfc ‘f their arguments, make ole of fneh parts only of 
my addrcls to your Honours of the 3*^^^ November, as feetn to iup- 
port their own conjectures ; was it not fo, Mr. Becher could never have 
been at a lots to account for the dilguUe of Naran Sing, nor would have 
been at all puzzled to bin! which difgulfe I gave credit to. In my 9th 
paragraph Mr. Becher would have found, that an order had been pu- 
blillicd that none IhooKi be admitted into the fettlemcnt without a ftria 
examination. This w.is Well known at Houglcy, the laft place Naran 
Sing left, fcveral inhabitants of that city having been rcfuled idmittance, 
and others turned out, who were judged to be the fpies of the govern¬ 
ment. This was reafon fufficient to determine Naran Sing's ftcaling into 
the place indiiguife. In my forty-fiift paragraph, where I form a judg- 
meni of Omycimnd s conduct, 1 exprelly fay, that his bringing Naran 
Sing down will not admit of difjjute j therefore, though I do rot at ex- 
prefly fay 1 gave credit to his coming in the difguife of a Bengal Pykar, 
yet it was obvious Inch mutt have been my belief, by my implied conclu- 
lioti of Omychund's deceit. This circomRance of the difguife may, at 
firil light, be detmed a matter not worth giving your Honours trouble j 
but the purpoic it is brought to ferve urges my Ipcafcing to^ it, becaufe, 
if this gentleman can firip us of the di^uife he thinks he diverts us of, 
the rcalbns for our fubll-qucnt conduX to Naran Sing, muR, he then 
thinks, appear without iQiindaticn. Why the admiflion of Rirtcndals, 
and expuhion of Naran Sing, were not laid belore the Council, Mr. Becher 
might have ealily anfwercd hlmiclf, if he had been dilpofed to think a 
little deeper on the fubje^t. The admiffion of any one into the letrlc- 
ment was never, that i hive knowm, a matter judged nectfl.try to be 
laid before the Council; the Prefident having ever had a power lodged 
in him in mstters of this kind. The expulrton of Naran Sing, confitbnc 
with the conduct deemed neceffary on the occifion, would not admit of 
time for the Council’s meeting. Naran Sing was every moment expeXed 
within the fort. Had the Preiident either feen the mHrenger, or his 
purwannab, the mcafure rclolved on could not have been cafrit-d properly 
into execution. Belides, in my i jtli paragraph, Mr. Becher might have 

feen, that when 1 attended the Governor with the account ol ihu pre¬ 
ceding 
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'4ieaing Jiighfs tranraaioii, 1 found Meflrs. Mannbgham and Frantland 
■wjth hitn j the meafurc rcfolved on was during Mr. Frankland’s ftay, aod 
unantinoully our opinion, who were In fadl a majority of the then mem- 
bera of the C^unciL-—So that I hope, on the whole, your Honours 
will not think this charge of an alTuming power, any wavs material 
againft us, or defcrving your cenfure j nor did a fingle meniber of the 
Council, which met the fame morning, objed to the Hep taken; but on 
the contrary, as Mr. Drake truly aflerts, expreiTed their approval of it. 
To cbfc my remarks on this part of Mr. Bechefs letter, I muft with 
Mr, Drake fay, that as that gentleman was reddent with leave in Calcutta 
and tempted, though excufed, from his attendance on Councils, if 
^ Kidcndafs, ficc. was, in his rfpinion, a wrong meafurc, 
and obvioufly t^unous to the intereft of his employers, it was his duw 
to have attended, or*cven demanded a council, and objeded thereto • in 
not doing It, he in fad became more deferving cenfure than ourfelves who 

“ ^ntfary opinion, and can only be accufed of an error in jude- 
mcm.——Mr* tiechcr next ^ 

" u lJ*". ^ as proof that the de¬ 

tention of the ^abQbs fubjeds was the caufe of our misfor- 



« Vl^azeed s^that it was not the intention of the 

« Europeans of their fortifications, he 

« proved by the Nabob's only ficedng the French 

“ taken evidently in his power to have 

nImI f f informed 

^ opprtunity of the refentment the Nabob 
^ewed on the receipt of the Governor's anfwer, to reprefent 
" ili^t ^atment and infuit he had received in Calcutta-—and 
- ^ fpeech to 'be gc- 

fordficiKinns onlv« c *' " nieti^ons the article of our 

principal caufe on all hands to have been the 

Naran Sing 

might help to un the’ fi n" <icemed a fccondary caufe. which 

S cip to keep up the firft imprefllon of refcDitncnt conceived at the 

Pre- 
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-Prefidenfs reply. Mr. Becher aflerts, he was informed Naran Sing toot 
this opportunity, ficc.—May It pleafe your Honours, to hear what Mr,. 
Watts fays on this fubjeit, in the third paragraph of his letter before you*, 
where he firft recites, that he had, by proper application, hufhed up the 
affair ^ but that ” when the Nabob received the Governor’s letter, 

** which fo incenfed him, Naran Sing might take that opportunity,'' &c. So 
that allowing that for fadt, which in truth has no proof at all, the utrnoff 
that can be made of it will fall greatly ihort of Mr, Becher s fuppofltitious 
principal caufe of our misfortunes: 1 o which let It be remembered, that* 
the Nabob,, in the letter to Mr- Pigol, referred to by Mr- Becher, artfully 
avoids mentioning the caufe, he had all along alligned to us, for his refent- 
ment; though he had, twenty days prior to the dilpatch of that letter,, 
made it the principal article of the Machulka executed by Mr. Watts, to- 
wit, rfie demolition of our fortiBcations, The concliiCons drawn by Mr. 
Becher, and alfo by Mr. Watts, that money only was wantedand that: 
it was never the intention of the government to diveft the Europeans of 
their forts, by the Nabob's fleecing only the French and Dutch, are equally 
fallacious, and- can proceed only fronv wilful or real ignorance of^ the flate 
of the country, and the Nabob's frefh intelligence,, which called his fpeedy 
return to Muxadarad from Calcutta. The Nabob of Purrancas troops 
were in motion on the Malda Creek, from the mouth of which it was 
eafy, in the Saba’s abfcnce, to crofs over to the ifland of Cofiimbuzarj, 
therefore the Nabob could not, with fafety or prudence, engage in any new 
enterprise againff the French and Dutch, that would pofllbljr hazard his 
quick return. That money would have fatisfied him, bui that It never was ■ 
attempted j that means were neglected to mollify him j that Wazeed s 
mediation was rejected i are all conjedtures, and a&rtions, urged againit 
known fafts, not to treat them more harihly, which they certainly deltrve. 
Mr. Becher's fcnliments of Ally Verdy Cawn's fpeechi in which alfo 
Meffrs. Watts and Collet concur, I will beg leave to fpeak to in myfol-- 
lowing reply to ihofe Gentlemen. 

Your Honours will have the goodnefs to recollea, that when l addreffed 
you, the Novembcf, l.had noconfuliationsj or other vouchers to 
toj fo that the utmoft I could do, in die recital and dates of fuch papers ae, 
were addrelled to the board, during the troubles, was toconfult the memory 
of Mr. Secretary Cooke, as well as my own, which I did.. If I trred in 
the purport of the letter from Mr.Collet, advtBng of the lofsof Coffim- 
buzar, it appears how ever it was not in any very effential circ inn fiance;, 
whether Mr. Watts alone flgned the Makutka, or Melirs. CoUet and Baifon 
with him, is not very material. Mr. Collet denies his having wrote that 
be was delivering up the factory j but admits that he gave an order to the 

olEccr to deliver the cannon and ammunition to Roy Dullgb; which J be¬ 
lieve. 


licvewill be deemed as like a delivery of the faibory as poffible, Th^ 
Gentleman, in his sd paragraph, fays, Mr. Hoi well much that 

they ought to have made fume defence:”. To which I reply, I liavc not 
ii'fiftcd at all on it, nor once ufed the word Ought, ou this occaiion, and 
refer your Honours to my letter. Further feparate or dillinQ reply this 
Gentlcmatfs anfwer does not call for. 


McflrE. Watts and Collet charge me with labouring to arraign their 
conduct; 1 am not confebus I deferve it, ami therefore di fa vow the charge. 
In my letter of the ^cth November, I barely fet forth the advantages 
which would probably have refulted from the Vmalhft defence of Colhm- 
buzar j 1 have not even faid, they coaM or to have defended it; hut 
on the contrary hoped, and that fincerety too, they had reafons fufficient to 
vindicate their not defending It j thefe reafons they had tranfmitted to your 
Honours.—I conceived it alfo their duty to have laid them before (he 
Board on joining our councils at FuUa ; this condudt would poflibly have 
prevented much altercation and writing, and at the fame time have dc- 
inonftrated they had made no rcprcfentaiion to your Honours, in which 
they feared a detcdlion,—Mr, Walts (to whofe anfwer I come now more 
particularly) is plcafcd to fay, fecond paragraph i 

“ That he never heard of Raaghullob being imprJfoned, till after the 
" old Nabob's death i wonders where Mr. Hoi well picked up his 

“ intelligence, &c.--denies the purport of the letters rccom- 

mending the reception of Raagbulbb’s family, as fet forth by me 
“ in my fevenih paragraph;—gives a recital of the faid letters, 
leaving out thofe parts he imagines might throw any blame upon 
himrdfj——-admits the purport of the letter be wrote the Prefi- 

** dent, as quoted by me in my eighth paragraph;-never heard the 

Begum would get the better;-wonders again where Mr, Hol- 

well got his mtclligence i-admits Mr. Hoi well's fifth para- 

never Imagined a loofe abandoned woman could fland 
“ in competition with Surajud Dowla, &c,''_ 


Touching the imprlfonment of KaagbuUob, I will not at this difiance 
contend with Mr. Watts; that he was fomc time under the reftraint of a 
ftrong guard, after the deceafe of his mafter, is faflj—that he did not 
difcoier his wealth to the old Nabob, unlefs in feme trifles, plainly appears 
from hence, that the Nabob did not get at the knowledge of his uncle’s 

capital wealth, until after his return to the city from Calcutta _ Mr. 

Wattisadnvmng my fifth paragraph is the ftrongefi proof againil himfelf 
1 that very paragraph, the refolution Raag. 

bullob had fhewn for the mtcrdl of the family, is urged by me as a 
rcaloii for his never being forgiven by Surajud Do wla - And lower 

3 down. 
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» That. In refentment for the nfage he had unjoftly received for hrt 
- integrity," he joined ihe young Begam’s councils. Therefore, on wha 
foundation Mr. Watts attempts here to invalidate my lOtcUigcnce, nd « 
SrSme accedes to my W paragraph, demonibably^ 

that intelligence, is fomething unaccountable,—^Touching my mifrec tal of 
Ws le"^ the rieption of Raagbullob's family. 1 will only 

f.v that no fclf-coufideratioo could poffihly fway me to deviate from truth. 

Incvercondemned. nor do now. iJic recommendation t ran fmitted mtb^^ 

favour by Mr. Walts j 1 thought. 

vindicated in urging their reception, and have thcref^c faid. he 
better grace, hive owned his inftances in i^eir favour were in lyonger 
terL-" My vifw to jupfy ihi GentUmai, ^ recrr.ed 
« being mfJlf nemmyi esneerned in that tranfa^Jon. -However I wi or 

once fop^c, bis letters were as ^ more fo^^ 

faving-^Raaghullob had been of ufe. and 

cxorcffioQS are^fufficlent, in my opinion, to juftify Mr, Manninghatn s 
receiving his family.— But wholly to refute Mr* Watts s repref^tations on 
thefe heads, I muftobferve, that he admits ” He did write the Governor ^ 

« turn them out. (asl have fet forth in my eighth paragraph) the moment 
« he fofpcaed any lU confequences might attend their longer refidence m 
« Calcu^a'^Now pert^n me. Honourable Sirs, to enquire, what could 

be the motives which urged Mr. Watts to the contrary meafores, of foft 

recommending their reception, and aflerwarda their expullion * 

Watts acknowledges, “ Raagbullob had been ufeful. and might be more 
** fo.That he could be more ufeful, was not m nature, but m confe- 
his mtftrefs the young Begum’s fuccefsi if there was no proba* 
bilitv of her fucecd's, Mr. Wattfi becomes unpardonable in recommending. 
taSy fc.pe. Lwy. cr ...y par. of *« Uily, to be rcc.ivod .n he 
frrtleLut ^ he knew RaagbuUob would be highly obnoxious to the 

fucSg government of stajud Dowla.-^Thus it will be man.fcft 

to vSr Honours, that this Gentleman's injudicious auempt to«nfurc my 
intelligence, has thrown his own condoa into a difficulty, which mig i 
otherwifehavc efcaped notice j but this inftance will not appear fingle* 

That Mr. Watts never heard the taking of Gyria and naval ffrength 

.. the Englifli were the occafion of much Ipeculaiion at he Du. b r ^ 
I am inclined to bcUevc. or he certainly would have taken iornc pains o 
fet both in a croper light, and prevented their raifing any jealcufies m 

aid tha French, extending to Bengal. H« never be^ing 
the report of the fixteen fhips of war and a ftrong land force gained b^cf 
M the^iirbar. I as readily believe •. but can by no meaos admll, thst Mr. 
Wa^'^aoor^"® of '■‘Oft priieolats atoounts » proof they were notfo. 

G g 
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In my fenih pjragraplij I fef forth the purport of a letter Mr. Watts wrote 
the Prefiiient fome time before the tieath of the old Nabob. -Thi^ 
letter Mr. Watts has not difowned, or denied the truth of the contents, as 

I have recited them.-—In it he informs the Prehdent, “ That there 

“ were a multitude of the government's fpies in Calcutta j that the fmall 
ftrengih of its ^rrifon and fortifications, and the eafy capture of it, 

were the public difeourfe of the Durbar and City, -Difeouries 

of this kind ought to have alarmed Mr. Watts; they were prior to any 
complaint of the detention of fubjedls, &c.—His advice to the PrefUent, 
TO be upon his guard, was doubtlefs well judged;, hut ought he to have 
reflcd here? Surely no! It muft have occurred to Mr. Watts, that there 
were extraordinary caufes for difeourfes of this unprecedented nature, which 
he Ilxouid have traced to their fource, and guarded againft them, by an 
eafy refutation of our enemies mifreprefentation ; H.id tbb been done, he 
would have found, that a belief of the above-recited reports could alone 
be the caiife of the difeourfes be Tranfmitted to the Prefident, and of which 
he confeifes his intire ignorance.—The charafler he is pkafed to draw of 
Angria, and his conclufions from if, appear to me fo extremely and obvi- 
oufly weak and unjuft, as to require no reply; and the dcfpicabJe light he 
reprefents the Durbar In, (hews he has little real know lege of a people he 
has fo long refiJed with. ^ 


The reports above-mentioned, and the public difeourfes of the Durbar 
and City which fallowed, on their gaining belief, without any attempts 
made to confute them, have fo clofc a connefiion with the old Suba's laft 
council to Surajud Dowla, as recited in my'i^th paragraph, that I cannot, 
m a more proper place, reply to the reception It has met with from MelTrs. 
Bechcr, Watts, and Collet, whole fentimen's have a mixture of the folemn 
and fprightly, not becoming the fubjea: they were treatmg of, nor the 
civility or decency due to every gentleman engaged in any point of contro- 
yerjy, as the fum-total of all their opinions does in fadi charge me with 
impohng a forgery on your Honours, that had no foundation but my own 
inventron. This will beft appear from the gentlemens own words, 

V 

Mr. Becher is pkafed to fay. 

He docs not admit of Ally Verdy Cawnt fpeech to be genmno* 
that Mr. Ho)well, in his diilrelTed (ituation, was unable to un* 
" ravel the myfteries of the cabinet, and explore a fecret never 
‘ yet known to any one but himfelf.” 

A is pkafed to call Ally Verdy Cawn's fpeech a fpecious fable; 

And Mr. Watts fays, ^ 

** The lad dying fpeech of Mahabut Jung, neither I, nor I believe 
^ ** any 
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» any of the fa^ory ever heard of;—nor fin« 

coLtry-peopleit feems an imitation of Lewis the XIV- to 
•< his grZniUbi!! »nd appmss, as Mr.Colkt aptly Ktms ii.a fpccious 

“ fable." 

'Th^t Mr Recher (hould not believe the fpeech genuine, I do not much 
^ he feems fulW refolved that nothing fhail drive him from 

obfeTved I ^y. I hail it from good authoriiy, after my relealement, which 
Snraiud Dowlas proceedings againft the Englifh, &c.-^^Mr. Bechcr a 

S-t.: S!l.-i:Ss,A‘ S!r^srS ^ 

?" f aX^aa^i'^a^d ct 

ttnueJ at tha Taakfa h an^m ^ confareacB with the pt.net- 

oarwnians ®iid fomc tha immediate ft tfatita of the late and P«l'nt Su- 
Ellfnom whence I had 

Sft^tXrhei; ;tftnVln~‘whlr^^^^ » Have been 
Collet, to co\xr meir ripfnair of mvme your Honours yet more 

‘‘"“•"•Xl^fs oft l^ n-s S ^nT?h.\ there paired fomemher 

IrTnSraTrte^D^^^^^^ which they appear nttet lftangets. or tf 

known, unhappily for your fcrvice and ns, were unattended to. 

Sobfetioen. to the delivery ^ *V/fp^^ed “"t'hj 

S“subs° SuXd Dowhr. and Mr. William Forth yourfurgeon atCof- 
h'^bt^;=thi^onvetfa„^ 

K°“4 F”KhXuldVe it me, in writing, which he obligingly d,d 

l^Ch'La, under !a.e rhe ■ D^rcXilfXtrhadi^^^^^^^^^^ 

me not until after my et cr ■ now beg leave to iranlcribe it 

nour of Ihowmg it to your chairman, nud now^ g _ 

here, the original being ready for your p - SIR 

(j g a ' 
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If 


it 


Abotat fifceen days before the dIJ Nabob died, I beljjg oblmcd to al^ 
Ecod every mormng to 1« htm, his fon came in, and with a face fhH 
of refer,tment and anger addreffed himfelf to the old man thna ;^Fa^ 
Thp’nl/^ wdl informed the EngUih arc going to afiift the Begum. — 
«* J} dircftly if this was true f I aiifwercZ That 

“ ^ malicious report, of fome who were not our friends, 

^ T j prejudice the Company; that the Company 

troubles tha^had 

ppened in the country, hnce we had a fettlctnem in it, if he pleafed 
to enquire, he would find, we had not Joined any party, or interfered in 

years in'this ooTntrv^^^ ^ 1 ?^'^ the Company had been nigh a hundred- 

« K! n ^ country, m which time they never once had a difputc with 
the Government on that head—How many foldiers, favs be have vntt in 
J your fort or faflory (Cofiimbuzar) ? AnTwer. The uf^al numbir abo«' 
'* Onl^* gentlemen included.—Have you never more? Anfwer No.— 

“ were th^ country t but as foon as they 

rftpril ’*f returned to Calcutta. - Do you knoJ 

aiked he, if the Dutch and French have anv come nn? 

of war? Anfwer. At BomW — 

‘TK?' ^ ° ^ months ago ? Anfwer Yes 

*' the ftIps°!!l!L'whanrt^^^ for to carry provifiona for thi reft'or 

“ Darts of A r you have thefc Ihips of war in ibe& 

•• of i’w/r whh Frfr'’ Company’s trade, and for foar 

“ Ln u'^T* we are afVd Vwill t 

toon.-He then turned about to his nrand fnn =r.r^ , u l 

jud Dowla ordered the vaqueel to attend his Durbar ria'i C- 

“ ““ordiogly done. .greeab?y ro hl ofoel" fam, *“ 

Wiliiam Forth*. 

-St - ■"- 

*= Durbsr .nd Ortooehinl .(^rn f ‘'r °S'’“ “f 

iL ^ 


4 . 


are. 
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are I muft again repeat^ manifeft proofs, that jwloufics in 

were the firft and principal caufes which urged the Subas dew- 

—r.r 

require but Ihort notice* 

ThI, g.n.l™«n U plcfed «. hj. we h.d «„ tos 
nu^b« rf mm’lh4'‘ht<i «'‘SLbw*t f hS’ no^ M^wim^betn 

gSed'^or. bjf nnte <l«n 

^ r^c«d -p. rwhi 

kUlBd *nd 70 .nVvigtr In >hcfe cifcnmihnCK. 

“v^rC U "y ho®nc»,.blymploy«s, if I h.d 

Lrfv Wered up the fiaoty. which Mr. Watte aflerts 1 did, from the 
really deiwerca p j ^ believe, wrote from the beft of 

Mr. Watts avers. / felicitous to come at the truth. 

,n,yed,uutd lrc.^cth--tfb^tad b«u^^^^ >"-1 Dickfon 1 they were 

hod,?t^i^“asore.S arc both mentioned by me in my oarratwe.. 

^ Sra%tdo^ in his aeeounk that - *' 

* iL rtuf'r ■” it miehc have occurred to Mr. Watts, pit trutn 

u nT l-?L m’alkNS Say hnw they could rufh out, the keys 

^ ■ ft km^inn_—His intelligence, picked up (to borrow his own 

^ nnral Aneell is equally Lthentlc', for 1 folcmnly aver, 
phrafe,) from corporal Angel , q ^ ^ though moft certainly 

fitch an -lever happened as the ^ - ,tt,otpted. 

I Ihould have fo afted, had any ,vas ktd: 

which could have anlwcred no good purp _ _ Rack Gate had 

for a general dilbharge. which was then my objeS, J the Back l.atc had. 

not been forced- 

u- \.t. n«ke’^; flnfwer I find but few particulars iliat are not 

fo,^“Sd“urrf1ieVib c‘- No,e!;,b.r._Mis 


are fttj^ciently hemy mi h bear any addition to the load \ and I could •mljb 
he had mt obliged me to Jpeak at ail. ' He remarks, my accufations are 
confined to my fupcriors, and rot juniors ; intimates, my ibphiftry only 
tends to lopplant my feniors-1 could appeal to fome of your honour¬ 

able Court, that this t$ not my talent, and that I am capable of doing 

jciflicc to the merit of my feniors, thougli my declared enemie$,»>_^IVIr» 

Orake taking advantage of the ioft coni citations, aderts, the letter to the 
Nabob was anfwcred in confuitacion j in this airertion he fliould have 
taken care that no drcumilancc could impeach his veracity, as cfrcarually 

as if the confultations could appear againft him_He knows in his 

heart, that it never appeared in confultation, until after the receipt of the 
Chief and Council of Cofilmbuzar's letter, advifing of the Nabob's being 
incenfed at the purport of it, when it was judged nccelTary to difpatch im¬ 
mediately a copy of it to thofe gentlemen : had he not been conldous of 
this, would he have ncgleflcd fo favourable an opportunity, when he had 
It m his power of confulting me, and thereby of juftly rendering cverv 
part of my narrative fufpeded ?-1 was pofitive and clear in my aver¬ 

ment and reatonmg thereon, that the anfwer was an aft of his own ^ and 
there were^ of thofe members furviving, MelTrs. Pcarkes, Frankland, Mac- 
Ket, and Mr* Secretary Cooke, to have confuted TTIC" * hnt in nl'iv'iP* 




I did not, 'tis true, mention the 70 men in fick 


enemy, in the attack or purfuit of the diips^ * ^ ^ 

I am, moft rclpedtfully, &c. 



had 
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bad not before been oti the the civil lift of your fervants j and foon after 
in favour of a young gentleman, Mr. Ellis, whofc rank in your femce, 
before the capture of Fort William, cntliled him only to the fnbordinate 
poll of fecond alliftant to this' gentleman in the Zemindary j and finally 
difmilTed him from your fervice, fur fignlng the general letter, per Hard¬ 
wick and Calcutta. The 147^^ paragraph 0/ this letter has been often, 
exhibited to you ; we are not athamed to avow it was drawn up by Mr. 
HoUvell, who, in his letters to us, declared, he gloried more in this 
honeft produdtion of his pen, than ever Cicero did in his moft famed 
Orations. ^ 

After the very high encotnlunis belbowed upon this gentleman s zeal, 
Integrity, and cspacity, during the fpace of five years, a treatm^ent lo 
oppofite as we have now fet forth, called for fame excufe and palliation, 
Thefe were not long wanting. Xo countenance and give the colour of 
juftice to the moft cruel and ungrateful return for hts many and eminent 
iervices, feveral charges were raifed againft him by the majority of tiie 
then Court of Direaors. Thofe charges, and Mr. Holwell’s reply to 
them, we lay before you, in two letters addrcllcd to the Board of Cal¬ 
cutta, and leave you the judges between them and him. 


To the Honourable Robert Clive, Efq; Prefidcnt and Governor, &c. 

Council of Fort Williiani* 

Honourable Sir and Sir^, Fcrt December, r 7 S 9 * 

T he 132d paragraph of the Supplement to the Honourable the Court 
of Direaor's Letter of the 23d of March. 1759, read for the firft 
time the 2d inftant, is of fo extraordinary a nature, that it cannot too 
early be fpoken to by thofe who are, or svho may be fuppofed to be 
pointed at;—for occeffary rcafons, I beg leave to iiiiert the whole para- 

^ ^ce informed from good authority, that two of our fervants, of 

confidcrable rank, adually received from Kiffendais upwards of fifty 
'* thouland rupees, for our protecting this peribn againft Surajah Dow- 
*' lah j if this iniquitous tranfaOion ftiould be proved, what an account 
** have thefe men to render here and hereafter? For, according to hu- 
** man conjeaure, it was the foundation of your late bloody calamities, 
'* The juftice you owe to thofe murdered innocents, to your employer;* 
and ro your own charadters, will not luffer us even to furmife that you wulL 
fereen fuch villainy j you will therefore examine ftriSly, and immedi- 
atdy into the truth of this reports give the enquiry prehr cnee to every 
“ other concern, and ufe every juftifiablo method with Europeans and 

“ natives to come at the knowledge of fa^ls y and fhould any be fomui 

“ guilty* 
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guilty, difmlflion from our fervicc tnufl not only inftnntly follow, but 
** a profecution on our behalf for damages fudiained mull be commenced 
** againfl blin or them in the Mayor's Court j and whatever precautions 
** can be ufed for the fecurity of our demand, we expedt, upon this oc- 
* cafion, will be put in force.” 

The reflttude of my own heart, joined to the words of confidcrable rank, 
had nearly convinced me no part of this heavy charge of Iniquity and 
villainy could polTibly be aimed at me j but when I found myfelf unjuftly 
luperfeded in the very ne^paragraph, without any caufe given by me, 
or aligned by the Honoui^le the Court of Diredlors, I could no longer 
remain in doubt that the meafurc of my petfectuion was not yet full. 
And as I find mylclf doomed fooner or later a facrifice to private pique 
and party on one pretence or another, forgive me, gentlemen, if, confct- 
ous of my own innocence, I am bold in my defence^ I doubt not but 
each of you will make my cafe your own. You have been all wilneffes 
tny uftlhakcn zeal for the Company’s Jntereft and welfare, and are 
likewife whnefles of the returns I have met withreturns that muft 
alarm each of you who are liable, as well as myfclf, to have your honour 
and charadter ftigmatized, by covert in 13 nuations—conveyed into the 
ready and open ears of credulity, by the tongues of malice and flandcr. 
Happy are thofe few remaining gentlemen who were of council at the 
period alluded to in the foregoing paragraph, in being able to defpife the 
informstioHj and retire J^oin a lervice of fuch precarious tenure, and fob- 
jea to fuch cruel afperfions : fuch Ihould be njy condudt alfo, was it 
equally in my power j but fince that is not the cafe, and my rank in the 
fcrvice will probably in a Ihort time become really confiderablc, I hold 
myfelf bound to gjve you,” gentlemen, every fatisfafliou in the pre- 
mifes, and to convince you by every means in my power, that if I am one 
of the two glanced at in the faid i32d paragraph, fuch information, with 
refpea: to myfelf, is groundlefs, falfe, and wicked, in the moft ruperlative 
degree j and I will juftly borrow from the faid paragraph, and fay whac 
an account have thofe men (the informers) to render here and hereafter, 
who could from no foundation but that of infamous furmize, or lyine 
report, attempt to Waft the fame and integrity of others ?_With re¬ 

gard to the Honourable the Court of Direflors fo readily giving credit and 
fanaiM to that information, and their tacit condemnation unheard, (oh- 
vjous from their 133d paragraph) my duty and refpea with-holds my 

^ ^ fhould proceed to confider the charge idelf, 

with that freedom which every one owes to the juftification of his own 
charaaer, though I am fenfible this freedom (to which the Honourable 
the Court of Direftors are iuch ftrangers) will caufe my difmiffion from 


You 


% 
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You Jte told. Mutlcmen, by ibe Honoorsbls the Court of plteaori, 
ihM they are informed from good authority, "that two of their 
fce Inreolvto which, permit me to fay, if their aurtiority has been 

mt the nature of that authority to you, as well as openly to have n mei 
the two fervaots aimed at here. You would have then had a foundatign to 
mLe^d ™ without being reduced to the necefDty, as you now are, of 
going a hunting both for the accufets and accufed ; a talk that fore y never 
was impofed on any body of gentlemen wbatlocver. 

You are fnhfequently told, that the proteamn given to the perfon of 
Kiff-endafs was, from aU human conjeflufe, the foundation of your I. c 
lS^v eal™iti«- if the Honourable the Court of Direflors were really 
this was the foundation, permit me mod humbly to expoflulate 
hern^ why tlieir refonlment Soes not openly fall.on thofe two per- 
X w«<= immediately eoncerne^ in granting fnch pruteflion. 

frX on the then tSn^oJiZ'o^ wSllt' 

“a'f?r‘Laiorw 1 lU it became equally neceffary ! Bnl, Gentlemen, had 
he “f thought proper to give ^ 

m faas in place of all human conjeaute, (which is fo often fubordinato 
m jfhuman malice and pariialityj they would be tonvioeed the protec- 
rinn oranted to Kifleudafs was not in any the lead degree the foundation 
TvS bXy calamities : ft that could that Iniquitous circumdancc of 
recSing he W,00Q Rupees, be proved againd one or wo of iheir fer- 
enin ned prolieutions for damages mod fill to the ground. 
Tafias above allndld to. which diouid in jndice and propriety have 
had thfXerence to human conjeaute, are before the H^onourable the 
had t&e pret ^ to them of November 1756 from 

fX fnd fftaTofTugaft \n7 « London, which puls it nut of their 
tulta, ana ftraneers to them. The motives which have 

the foppm^mn of thefe! and many other faOs very material for 
knowlrffe of the world, are bed known to the wifdom of the Ho - 
^ he Court of Dlreftors j and it is my duty to rnppofc thofe mo- 

nourable he _ ^ ^ particular purpofes, which 

T'LVf.^nWm«e V tend'^m^he promoting the welfere of the Company 

Tm^hi aXgd .t mnititude of Inf.mom reports fpread at Fulnt. one 
wss that three®Gentlemen in the fervice bad received from Kiflendafs 
’ WtinpeB each and 1 have no doubt but this alTcrtion was impu- 
&™nome from various bands = ye. now you obferv^ Gentle- 
X.^^isfor the good of .ho fervice, that the charge fhould only^bo 
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aimed at tivo. J’ubltc bodies do not deem themfelves accountable for the 
jumce aud cquuy of therr condaft to individuals under their command' 
..nd individuals hajviocvcr injured or oppreJTed, will be thought audacious 
he conlW? ‘^7' ^(utjmifnon and filence in this cafe would judly 

fl verv rA'7 Comple.ioa of a ftate of ebfolutc 

. . . voluntary fervitudc, J would here iilTert my own intesritv and 

from mt, bm .ho, o^ht not by inuenio nnd infinuo.bns, cooch/d 05 the, 

imasinc without the letter of the laws of En^^land fWvJ m p 

55SSSAS£f^?lf:iSp2"S 

Tl,«t ihe proteflion jwnted toKifTendifs ooncorns not mo more then 
any other Jnember of the board - rhar T h,,j .. , 

communication 9r converfe with Kiflendafs or wkh'^fl ™y^onour, any 

him prior.td^tS, fe„g him‘“p’^Sb thefiao"! The mXtfono 
canfidered in the yCar iy£2 W'^ht^n T firft l 'Onurro 

4 *»r ^i. V.- wnen i tirit came into the ferv ce and com 

lions of furh a naiure, ;or in foch a ddoree Th.l I 

dmuh-ri »Xfclf“and“Phop°‘my'® 

yon brta.j mi.oe;„.e,in th°"'p 7 cr ^ 8'^' 

t ■ ! . . . • 

«>entioned my befrfs mpft „„i„or, 

iinf^'f'^' ,r bytd'p"o"’f 
r“^>l 4 -«iSir>a,id 47 Kfe^ 



Honourable live CoB-t of celebrated by tl 

ta^oua 01 Dircaorj, whofe memories on this occafion, I 

muA 


t 243 '] 

ftiufy lutmhly b'Bg Ic3ivc to Tfiffcih^ by various oxtraSs frOEn tbclr general 
letters to this prefidency* rcfpeiling my coodudt in their icrvice. 

[ircre were inferted the feveral paragraphs-already given you, aft.r ilie 
(Vate tho reveniicfi, and then the letter to the Board, went on as follow s.j 

From the tenor of ibis laA paragraph (25th March, 1757) I think I may 
be iuftilied in faying, that pcrfonal refentment, or other private motives, 
took the rule, and not thofeof juftice and eqiiity. as theacknovvtedgmg and 
rewarding my merit, and at the lame time fixing the clog agiun upr ti nic. 
whkb they had f£>graciQufly» and for the frit-fame reafons, taken off in the 
year 1755, per Eallcouit, implies a mpQ: manifelf and unaccounUbIc con- 
tradidlionj however, in the genera Uetter of the nth of November, 1757. 
per London and Warren, I ^ again rcleafed from that clog, and appointed 
one of their four Governors in rotation j and in a iubicquent letter by the 
fame Ihips, on the rotation being abolilhed, appointed to lucceed to the go¬ 
vernment next after Mr. Manningham i and again by the latt letters pec 
London and Warren of the n th of April, 175S, reduced to my rank m 
the fervice, and appointed by the Honourable the Com tor Dsre€lor& to fuc- 
cccd to the Government in turni and now by the Prince Hetiry s letter 
foperfeded in favour of Captain Jambs Barton, without the Honourable the 
Court of Diredors impeaching, or having caufe to impeach, that zeal, inie- 
crity, and attachment to the Company, which they fo often acknow ledged 
and rewarded. Permit me, therefore, Gentlemen, tl/rough the ^annel of 
your Board, humbly to reprefent to the Honourable tiie Court of Direaors, 
the very hard treatment I have on the whole received, and to hope it will 
merit their future more favourable confideration, the more c pecia y as it 
appears that many, 1 may fay moft of the gentlemen who have figned the 
Prince Henry’s letter, have allb given the lanflion ot their hands to every 

paragraph Lranfmiitcd to this prcfidcncy in my favour- 
- ® I am, with refpeft, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 5 cc. 

J.Z. H. 


rori Williair, Dec. 1759 . 


N B. The following oath was tendered to, and taken by Mr Hul- 
'wdl in Council the a4th of December, 1759. 

« 1 John Zcphaniali Ilolwell, one of the Council of Fort William, 175^ 
when ICm-endafs, the fon of Rajah Bui lob. received the pro'eftion of this 
prefidency, do foleranly fiveac that I never did, direflly or mdire£lly, fcceiv c 
from the faid KUTendafs, or from any one on hts behalf, any the leaft reword 
Of cratuitv, either in money, jewels, or merchandize, for Inch proteflion 
cranied the fold Kiflendafs; and that I never did, on any other pretence or 
» H h a con[lUtranon 
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confideration whatfocver, benefit myfelf by the fdd KiiTcndars to the amoont 
Of value of one rupee. So help me God. J. z, HolwcU.*^ 

The ferutmy ordered tn the before-recited 13 2d paragraph, was made 
by Colonel Clive at IVfoorQiadabad, (where Kifliendals then relided) at the 
lime the Colonel went to take leave of the Nabob, on his departure for 
Europe. On his return to Fort William, he wrote the followine letter to 
the Board, on the fubjeA of his enquiry. 


To the Gentlemen of Council. 

I, . . 23 dJiniUfy, 1760. 

«! TP ^ ^ ^ reputation, as well as my duty to the 

-i. Company, obliged me, prior to the refignation of this Government, 
to ufe my utmoft endeavours in coming at the truth of the heavy ebaree 
'* feemmgly contained againft Mr. Holwell, in the 13ad paragraph of the 
general letter. Inclofed is the folemn atteftation of Kiflendafs; and 1 
make no doubt but that gentleman's innocence will appear as dear to the 
** Court of Dlrcftors, as it did to us who were prefent at, and witnefled 
the laid attettation." 

N, B. The gentlemen who witnefled the atteftation were, 

Col. Clive, Mr. Pybus, 

Col. Ford, Capt, Carnac* 

Major Caillaud, 


To the Honourable Henry Vanflttart, Efq, &c. Council of Fort William. 

A Gentlemen. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4 ^ 1 - of November. ,7^0. 

Ccept my bed thanks for the obliging readinefs wherewith you have 
granted me copies of thofe pragraphs, in this year's General Letter 
Irom England, which relate particularly to myfclf. 

Asthe Honourable the Court of Dlredors had long determined me un¬ 
worthy ^ lucceeding in their fcrvice. according to the rank they moft gra- 
uoufly allotted me, m their General Letter of the 1 itli of April 17 eg . I 
could wjfl, they had refled there, without laying meundcr a neceffity of break¬ 
ing m upon your time at this very buiy period, by a needful reply to fomc 
very unjuft rcflcdiions thrown upon me in the 119th and 127th paragraphs 
of uoJer djtc ihci ft of April, , 760. The ranlidereL of 

that indifpenfiblc duty, which binds every Gentleman to the defence of his 

Ed foMW; im'uftor 

Rcfpedling 
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Rerpe^ng the falary I received by appointment of the Board, as annex¬ 
ed to the port pf Import Warehoufe-keeper, and as being poffeffed by the 
fame individual nominated to that poft, when the Government of Bengal 
was ordered to four perfons, the Court ofDiredors are pleafed to lay* 
•» The Gentlemen of Council might mtftake their inlcmions j but that 
« Mr HoUwell (bould have afted with more fincerity, becaufe he w-as 
« nerfedtiy acquainted with the Court's fentiments, and pariicuWIy with 
“ the motives of their orders, &c” To this 1 may juftly reply. That the 
fentiments and motives of that Court of Diretflora were as well, or Ntter 
known to the Gentlemen of that Council than to myfeif.. I attempted not 
to furprize them into that meafuici I laid what I thought an equitable 
ftatc of the cafe before them. They took it into lenous con fide ration, gave 
a careful perofal to every letter which reached them that year by the Warren j 
and on the whole, were of opinion, they contained not a fyliable ihat ^ntra- 
difted their giving me that emolument. To this 1 may add, the Gentle¬ 
men of Council would have paid a very bad compliment to the fentiment^s 
and motives which diftated the General Letter of the i iih of Apri, *75 * 
if they had furmifed, the Court's intention was to divert me of any emolu¬ 
ment annexed to the p^ft which the rank they deigned to give me regularly 
brought me to, efpecblly when that Letter not only puihed me from me 
top ^the Council to the bottom, but alfo diverted me of a port which 1 had 
filled near five years, and to which the fame Directors had but the year be¬ 
fore annexed, <to me particularly) a falary of 6*ogo Rupees per annum 
as a reward for my integrity and juft conduCt in the due execution thereof. 


Touching ihc high refentmeni of the Court of Directors, at " my weak 
and prtfunipiuoos condud, for joining in coirfultation with the CapU ns 
and Officers of the Warren, as fet fo-h in the 147 paragraph, I with a I t 
humility kifs the rod, and confefs it was out of my province to meddle 
with fucH a fubjeCf. Prom this ftep 1 cannot exculpate myfelf, but by 
avcrrinp. 1 had no motive to urge me, but the welfare and of 

niip, the Company's effeds. and the troops on board, Thiir pka, i know, 
will avail me Imle before judges, who have already, and at random loaded 
me with the heavy charge of infiucncmg the Captain to difobey their or¬ 
ders, from frlfifh prolDeCts of my own. Surely, Honourable Sir, and birs, 

I Ibil] not give offence, when 1 fay, this charge has neither truih or pro¬ 
bability to foppoit it. The Capta.i and his Officers had formed their relo- 
fotions, a priori, without my interfering dircdly or indireAly; fo that I 
cannot be fiid to have influenced their councils. To this Captain Glover 
will witoefs if be has regard to truth , which I will not doubt -. And he 
was under no obligation of regarding my concurrence or non-co.-currence, 
which I do fuppule would not have varied his meafures 5 howl-evcr that 
miglu have been, he Intreated me and Captain Drake to hear the reaU^ns 
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vdiJch determined hi^m to the Bay, and give our opinions thereon j to 
which JVC aflioted: And from the face bolh of the inf^ruftions and orders 
^ceivcd troni the Court of Dircaors, and the intfUtgcncc receivetl ffom 
Iwhad latd before us. J then was of opinion, as I am to 
this hour, that he and Jus oflicers afled a fitithful and judicious oarti and 

that oprnion. though 1 own it was an fll-judeed 
obferves, my •• interenid fitu- 

i raped up, would be leizcd on to my prejudice, to give a colour and 
pk-i Jor iniudice. lUd 1 not renounced my then felfifli profpefts, my opi- 
luon would have been very different. The Gentlemen tbcmfelves knew 
they had t.kcn care ray fcldd, profpeaa at the Bay could be of little eftima- 
tJon to nne, and that rc was totally a matter of indifftrence to me or 
«unr, whether I arrived there a month fconer or later. On the con- 
trary, it was to me an mtcrefting event the touching at Madrafs, as bv not 

tUUndemenmay, n they pi cafe, apply to Meffrs. MuiJman, Solomon 
and Adams dt London, to fay nothing of fome other very felfilh profoefli 
rmght probably have been the tonfequence of m/touchinn?^^ 
<^rt; but all thefc I renounced when the imerefts of m/employe« c ^e 
tn competition: And adequate has been my rewanl. af wejfin SL as^n 

c^ry other endeavour to ferve them. ^ The Court of Dlreetora are Heafed 
to clofc this paragraph with favinir Thpi# ar*. -ii* pJeaiea 

" Daft tranfiitmns. L,Tr J t tvijling to remember 

pait tranijuionsi but caution me to be more guarded in future* for 

psrlwps by a,y mfluenrt the diflrelTes of Medraffwere mcreefcnnrfVn 

I onw.lhng to remember pad tranfaaions, (rerpefllne mel 

I do not-wonder at, the realoaa „bvioua and firikiog to'^h whoi 

iniended venom cf the charge- ^ f ^^tenuates the 

KS;,'- 

rcif ^ preceding to ibe Bay really had that effc^/ for ihs h.H V” ^ 
anri as I remrmber but 6o men * k c-int,k. l ^ - t money. 

With the Jeart ihadow of juft ice’ But I knn!^'^17 ■^* 

of orop werc) the Sal l«e hVc Id^ 

«.y otcelTaty effeef on d,e Governmem of the 'Cterwtht s It 

X • 


111 


[ 247 ] 

in Secret Treaty with the Dutch, taking the advantage of our great weak- 
nefs, caufed by the expedition tothefiouthward, under Colonel Ford i and 
we had great reafon to think it gave for fome time a very feafonable cl celt 
to their Councils, as the troops were, with good fuccels, fwdfed by us to 
Jix times their real number. 

That I Ihould be deemed the caufe of an unhappy Commander’s ruin, 
is a charge which gives me more real concerD than any other the Court of 
Direflors have been plcafed to bad me with. —To wipe off ihis cruel af- 
perfion, I am under a neceffity of tranferibing part of Captain Glover's 1 alt 
XjCtter to me from IVladrals, under date the 2d of Movember, , whiti 

will, I hope, not only fet his own honour and honefty in a clear light, but 
ahoVurther evince, that 1 had not ihofc feldOi profpefts in view with w^hich 
I have been fo grofsly accufed. —After intreaiing I would write to my 
friends in his favour. He goes on, 1 need not mention to Mr. HolwcU 
** what is neceflary, as he is a much better judge than 1 am •, and [hall only 
hint one thing that will be of fervice, ~ They lay the blame emircly oa 
•« ihij^ — That you and I were concerned together, and wanted to pufli 
for the firft ihip at the Bay, to make out market} — or this — that you 
*• wanted not to come here; and my being a good'^natured man (meanings 
•* as 1 fuppofe, a foft one,- or rather a fool) you over-perl waded me 10 
•i go immediately to Bengal, Now, Sir, 1 alTure you, that 1 have adted 
•* as an honeft mao in regard to this affair j and no more than what I 
ought, as 1 am very certain of its fatfhood, and tell every body where 1 
** got that you never was the man that concerned yoorfelf with any thing 
relating to the fbip, or where 1 went i and that you had concerns at Ma- 
'* drafsi that you would have been very glad to have gone there, which 
« is, I believe, the truth j and I fliall even abide by it.'’ 

The very fhameful fuppofition, which Captain Glover mentions above, 
of my being concerned with hint,'and which feems to have been taken up 
by tl>e Court of Diredors, and appears the ground-work nf their charging 
me with thefe felfilh profpeas, is almoft unworthy my notice, tho' its con¬ 
futation is in my power, from a iltoufand proofs. It is only for your la- 
tisfadion, Gentlemen, that, on my honour, 1 tolcmnly aver, 1 uever bad 
a concern with that Gentleman, dirediy or indireaiy, to the value of a 
ibUling, I am, with true refpedt. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft obliged, and obedient humble fervant, 


In the foregoing letter you fee two charges laid again ft this genik min. 

the one touch log the falarv annexed to the poll of Import V^arcbouk- 
® ' Keeper j. 
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Keeper; the other» bU mfliiencing Capt. Glover^ commander of the War¬ 
ren, to pafs the port of Madrafs, and ftand direflly for Bengal. As to the 
iirft, a debate in full Council was had, on the terms of the Court of DU 
redtors letters, when it was agreed to continue the falary to this gentleman; 
and it was paid to him accordingly, fo long as he remained at the head of 
that office. 


Touching the fecond charge, let it be remarked, that notwhhlanding 
Capt. Glover had been divefted of his ffiip by the Prefidency of Fort St. 
George, your Court of Dlrcdtors, on his return home, thought his condudk 
fo juftiliable, that he was again reflored to a command in your fcrvice. 

Mr. Holwell (contrary to the laboured intentions of your Court of Di- 
reftors) arrived at lad to the head of your affairs in Bengal. In this capa¬ 
city, how anxious his fitoation, (may be feen in his Addrefs) much more to 
be pitied than envied. Though he was himfdf, immediately after Cotonel 
Clive E departure, plunged in the heavtefl difficulties, to fupport a govern¬ 
ment overwhelmed tn confuflon, and the public tranfadlons of that adtlve 
and turbulent period were apparently Efficient to employ the attention 
and genius of any one roan, yet did he find Jeifure (to the lofs of his health 
and peace) to fuperintend every the minuted: branch of your private con¬ 
cerns^ and interefls. He had the addreEs to difeover an injurious confede¬ 
racy in the execution of your new works of fortifications, commenced a 
profecution againft the parties concerned, difdained a bribe of 10,000 1, to 
drop that profecution, and might have gained treble that futn, had he 
ffiewed the leaft propenfity to come to ^afiy compromife with the delin¬ 
quents. The frauds he traced amounted to near 50,000 1 . the greatefl 
part of which he faw refundeiV and fecurity taken for the reft, before he 
ms fuperreded in your government. For prpof of thefe fadls, we fubioin 
the following vouchers. ‘ ^ 


Copt of a Minute of CouncU, the nth July, 1760, touching Frauds m 

the new Works, 


Ic 

fl 

II 

4t 


The Prefident, dunng the whole courfe of this ferutiny, having 
ffiewn the moft unwemed application in bringing to light the frauds 
hitherto difcovered, and given the higheft proof of his integrity, in re- 
fuCng a bribe of eighty thoufand Rupees, and paying it into the irea- 
rury, as a fmall rccompence for the frauds committed." 


/ That the thanks of this Board be returned to him on 

half of our Honourable Employers,” ’ 


I 


Copy 


ir 

€t 
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etb Fdtteraph of GoTernor Viafiltaft’s and his Couficil's General 

^ Ln“i to tlVt Cowto'fDiicaors, under UiBihc i6th of January 1761. 

*. In the former part of thb letter, concerning the frauds committtd in 
the new works, we mentioned the fums confelfed bjr GoFindram Goae. 
and Captain Brohierj and that fereral fums had been paid 10. on that ac- 

<• Monf^Befidcs thefe, the fum of 8o,coo Rupees was pruawlyprefent- 

«* ta Mr. Hoi well (fop poled by thofe concerned in the with a 

is- view of prevailing "on him (who alone was acquainted with the dilcovery) 
J^rep rise profiSutiun, the fum was paid by him into the >;»^y..a,.d 

.d aemnud as a part of the fums for .which the delinquents were 

« anfw^able ' Mr. Holwcll, through the whole courfc of this 
« fhewed a diligence and attention, for which he received the thanks of 
the Board, and merilB likewife pur particular notice. 

Copy of Mr. Holwell’s laft Letter to the Board of Calcutta. 

To the Honoutable Henry Vanfitlart, Efq. Pr«fid=nt nnd Governor. &e. 

Council of Fort William. 

_ j n* Sepcembef a9tHj 1760* 

'Honourable Sir, and Sirs» . j- * 

#-irtHE many unmerited, and confequently unjuft, marks of reftntment, 
T^hSThrv" lately received from tie prefent Court of Dneflors. 

ftl not fuffer me longer to hold a fervice, in the courfe of t^ich, my 
fteidy and untveatied zeal for the honeur and intereft of Ae Comply, 

lrfS"y™°induVu« “ i" Bengal, until I can fully coi- 
UA mv feattered concerns in trade, previous to my quitting Indm. 
HLTn\ou will lay an obligation on him, who is (with « 

well as moft fanguine wiflies for the honour and fuccefi of fbis Board, 

and profperity of the fettlement,) 

^ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient, bunable ferv^nt^ ^ ^ l. 

Copt of the Minute in Council of the 29th of September, 1760. on receipt 
i„opy 01 foregoing letter. 

M r Holwell leys before the Board a letter, requeuing leave to re- 
fign the fervL, and permiffian to refide in Bengal, until he can 

.■ fully collea his coucetns in trade. Agreed 


it 

II 

ct 

ti 

t*. 

it 

it 

lit 

it 
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« Agreed Mr. I^lweU^s requeft be complied vtith, thcugh the BoarJ 
*' arc concerned at the departure of fo valuable a member. Order#rl fk? 
** letter be entered after thia day’s confultatJon.” 

For the truth of the fereral ftas, vouchen, end quotjtioo., here Ud 
before you, we appeal to the records of LeadcnhalUArcet. 

u J™!!-*”!,' "I“™p'four underteldng, m*. the Vindiction of Mr. 
HotweM 5 chenaer, and at the fame time (hewn from incootcftible fta. 
the eminent benefita joa have received from hit fleady zeal and iM«r,iil’ 
beneWt that juflly deiMnded your higheft notice a?d gratitude. 
mud yourCounof Direftors appear (to the impartial ?) —Thev hauf* k- 

of|enlb,i(hof.heir;.Mc,i.nrowW«>^n.,u 4 t^^^^^^^ 

tins gentleman (who from the firft to the left hour he bad a fiat in your 
Councils abroad, never caS^fuaffifiUy labouring fur jour gWl wi ft 
lhamcfully negleaed, nay » evil entreated.'’ J & / was to 

We clofc this addrefe by a fliort rccapituktlon of Mr. Holwell's nin« 
yean and in_a juft eAimatc, lay before you' at one view the fum 

total added to your cAate, for which you are (in feme Items fkUlo j • 

“ td 

^mindary Calcutta -.,„_„oo 

Zemindary of the a4th Purgunnah - - - - go ooo 

Landsceded by Mhir Coffin Aly Khan, chief. 7 ' 

iy by Mr. Holwell's influence over hirr^ ^700|00O 

£• 77 °*®®o per annum. 

The fum fent to Mr. Holwell’s boufe in his abf^e nn . ■ 

Ijlh July 1760. to engage him to drop the proficution of the 7 ra'iS!ds*n Ihe 
fortdicauons. (the perlons who font it, nut precifely known) was U h^m 
.he uextmurumg prefin,ed m the Company. "Ind pa^d into ^rtrVaf^™ 

Frauds traced and proved by Mr. Holwell. and ? 

Jjnee brought to your credit - - t 50,000 


iC* 60,000 


We are fenfiblc that the lands ceded by Coffin AIv Khs-m k t. 
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narrative 

o F T H E 

deplorable deaths 

O F T H E' 

Engush Gentlemen, and Others, who were fufibcated in 
the Bla«-Hole in Fort-William, at Calcutta, in the 
Kingdom of Bengal ; in the Night fucceeding the aotb 

Day of June, ayS®* 

Ina Letter toi Friend. 

■V 

By J. Z. H O L W E L L, Efq; 


^j.jD mferrimA viiV 

Et quartan fart magna fm. talia fenda^ 
Afymidotfum, flfliflpwwf, attt ^ 

Temfertt a keirymi f 


yirg. £neid. Lib, tl; 


I ■ 






M . 4 1 o 


.i 


- '2 H T i. H fi j a i: C 1 :•.. Of 


ll-"-,- 


l i T rjr 


”!r -^-'=0 % a; 

‘hv" illJ wil' 3 ^ iii s,Ij , 

- o -J-ajajJugia jct aj j jAanrit lo <f;oL.-3«U ., 


•o-S'Ji ft"! i 


-■■5 aai i 




kl M Vf J O 


t 

'i 


va 


'Mi 


.r,..,; :,,j. 


•M y ‘i. l .gifp/ 


»;*J i..«v»i iw .v»,v.a3a 







[ *SZ ] 


T O T H E 


READER 


X HE following narrative will appear, upon peru&I, to be a fimpic 
detail of amoft melancholy event, delivered in the genuine language 
cere concern* in a letter to a friend i from whom the greateft 
kindnefles had been received, and in whom the greateft confidence was 
placed. It was written on board the veSel m which the author returned 
from the Eaft-Indles, when he had leifure to refiedt, and was at liberty to 
throw upon paper, what was too ftrongly imprefred upon his memory, 
ever to wear out. If therefore it appears io fomc places, a little paflionatc j 
in others, fomewhat diffbfri and, thtough the whole, tindtured with that 
difpofition under which it was written j the oc(^on, and the nature of 
the performance, will fufficiently cxcufe what might have been confidered 
as iraperfedUons, if it had been intended for the public view} and which 
may perhaps be confidered in another light, now, that through a train of 
unforefeen accidents, it comes to appear in print. 

The fubjcdl being of a very mixed nature, and fomething more than 
a bare relation of private calamity, rendered many people curious to fee it, 
when it was once known, that fiich a paper cxifted j and as there was 
nothing contained in it, that required either much fecrecy, or circum- 
fpcdUon, it has been freely communicated to feveail, and amongfl thofe, 
to fomc perfons of the firft diftin^on; who thought it might gratify 
public expcdlation, niore cfpecially if It appeared in the fame natural and 
undifguifed drefs, in which they had feen it; for truth, and more cfpcci- 
ally fo affedting a truth, ftands little in need of ornament, and appears to 
more advantage, the lefs it is afiiftcd by the arts of writing, to which the 
author being a ftranger, he trofted to his feeling, and endeavoured to cx- 
prefs by his pen, the emotions of his heart. He the more readily yielded 
to thisrequeft of hh friends, from the following motives, which, as they 
wrought much upon him, may poflibly have fomc weight with you* 

It is fomewhat rare, to find traufadtions of an extraordinary nature 
delivered circumftantially by thofe who are not only acquainted with, but 
were aifo adors in them, whilft the matter is frefli in their minds, and 
confequently, when they are fitteft to give a clear, conntdled, and impar¬ 
tial account. This therefore having been his original mteniion, though 

for 


i 
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for the &tisfaabii only of t private friend | yet, when called upon to 
make it public, it appeared to Wm a very ^rfuafive argument, as he was 
confeioufi to himfclf, that he had written it with the ftrifteft regard to 
veracity, in every point, and to difourthen hii thoughts of that load of 
afHiiflion, which would have been as intt^erable as the ntlsfortutie itielf, 
if both had not been qualiiied by the remembrance of that mercy by which 
he was delivered, and which teemed to claim a graicful return of public 
acknowledgment, for fo pccoiiar a deliverance. 

He WM farther moved, by the confideration that tlierc are feme feenes 
in real life fo full of mifery and horror, that the boldeA imaeination 
would not dare to foigo them, for fear of locking credibility. He thought 
fuch fcc^at thefc ^utd not be permitted, by a wife, 4 beneiicent BeiL, 
but for the fake of their becoiiiiog leflbns to mankind j and he ther^c 
concluded, that 'this iittention cou-ld oever he better anfwered than bv 
confenemg to render them paWici that by thU means, a door of hope; 
and of confidence, may be opened^ to foch as may hereafter fait under 
like trials,, by giving-them an utA^tnee'^and fure a stronger cannot well be 
pen), that we ought never to dcfpale, when innocence and .duty haw 
been the caufoa of our diftrefs, '' 


/ 
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letter 

FROM 

J.Z. HOLWELLjEfq; to W“. DAVIS, Efq; 

From on board the Syren-Sloof, the a8th of February, 1757. 


Dear Sir, 

T H E coRfufion which the late capture of the Eafl-India Com¬ 
pany's feitlcmenU in Bengal neceffarily excite in the city of 
London, will, I for, be not a little heightened by the miferablc 
deaths of the greateft part of thofe gentlemen, who were reduced to the 
fad ncceffity of furrendering thenafclves prilbaera at dUcretion in Fort 

William. 


By narratives made public you will only know, that of ono hundred 
•nd forty-fix prifoners. one hundred and twenty-three were fmothered in 
the Black-Hole prifon, in the night of the 20th of June, 1756. Few 
furvived capable of giving any detail of the manner in which it happened j 
and of thefe I believe none have attempted it: for my own part, I have 
often fat down with this rcfolmion, and as often relinquilhed the melancholy 
talk not only from the difturbance and affliftion It raifed a-freih in my 
remembrance, but from the confideradon of the impoflibility of finding 
language capable of raifing an adequate idea of the horrors of the feene I 
effa^d to draw. But as 1 believe the annals of the world cannot produce 
an incident like tt in any degree or proportion to all the difmal c»cum^ 
Ranees attending it, and as my own health of body and peace of mmd 
are once again, in a great meafurc, recovered from the injuries they fufFered 
from that fatal night, I cannot allow k to be buried In oblivion i tlwugh 
frill confcious, that however high the colouring my retentive memory may 
fuprly, it will fall infinitely ihort of the horrors accompanying tbislcenc. 
Thefe defedb moft, and I doubt not. will be ailiftcd by your own humane 
and benevolent imaginaiion ; in the exerdfe of which 1 never knew you 
deficient, where unmerited dillrtis was the objedl, _ 


The (ca^air has already had tliat falutary eScit on my conAItution I ex- 
pcifted j and my mind enjoys a calm it has been many months a Aranger 
to, Arengrhcned by a clear chearful {ky and atniofphere, joined to an 
unufual plealant gaje, with which we jrc paAing the- cquinoiflial. 1 can 
now, therefore, look hack with Icfs agitation oii tlie dreadful night 1 am 
going to dcAribc s and with a gratefu! heart liocerelv acknowledge, and 
deeply revere iliac Providence, wihiclv alone could have preferved me 
through that and all my fucceeding fuAerings and hazards. 


Before I condoA you into the Black-Hole, it is neceflary you flioold 
be acquainted with a /ew introdoilory clrcumAances* The Suba * and 
jus troops were in poAelEon of the fort before fix in the evening, I had 
in all three interview^ with him : the laA in Durbar f before feven, when 
IK repeated his a Ifuranees to me, m the ^srd of a /ofdkrt that no harm 
uiould come to us; and indeed 1 believe his orders were only general, 
Tliat we Ibould for that night be fecured i and that what followed was 
the refott of- revenge and refentmem in the hreaAs of thti lower Jemmaat- 
daars^, to whofe cuftody we were delivered, for the number of their 
order killed outing the (icge. Be this as it may* as foon as it was dark, 
we were all, without difiindtion, diredlcd by the guard over us* to colledt 
■ourteives into one body, and fit down quietly under the arched Veranda 
or piazza, to the wtA of the Black-Hole prifon, and the barracks to the 
left of the court of guard j and juA over-againft the windows of the 
governor seafterly apartmcncF. fiefides the guard over us, another was 
placed at the ioot of the Aairg at the fouth end of this Veranda, Icadbe 
up to the fbu^eaA baAion, to prevent any of us elcapitig that way. On 
the parade (where you will remember the two twenty-four pounders Aood) 

m«chcs “P four or five hundred gun men with lighted 

* u' *^‘* **‘’^« faiftory was in ilames to the right and left of us; to the 
right the Armory and Laboratory ; to the left the Carpenter’s yard: though 
at this time we imagined it was the Cotta-warehoufes [|. Various were 
our coyeftures on this appearance j the fire advanced with rapidity on 
both fid« ; and it was the prevailing opinion, that they intended fiiffocat- 
ing us between the two fires i qnd this notion was confirmed by the 
fP^hour paft leven, of fome officers and people with 
JighttM torches in their hands, who went into all the apartments under the 
caltcrly cumin to the fight of us; to which we apprehended they were 
letting fire, to expedite their feheme of burning us. On this we prefciKly 
came to a rcloludon, of mthing on the guard, foiziiig their feymitars, add 


• S uiajud - Dowia, viceroy of Beogat, Bakar, and Orixa. f Jn 

of the rauk of Segcanr, |[ The CompgiQy'i doih warcSoufM 


^ Aa o^cer 


attacking 


tittackiivg the troops upon the parade, rather than be thus tamely roafled 
to death. But to be ratis£ed of their intentionSi I advanced, at the requeft 
of Meffrs. BailUe, Jenks, and Revely, to fee if they were really fetting fire 
to the apartments, and found the contrary; forin*fttt, as it iapneartd 
afterwards, they were only fearching for a place to confioe us in ; the lafl 
they examined being the barracks oi the court of guard behind us. 

•I 

Here I muR detain you a little, to do honour to the memory of a man, 
to whom I had in many inftances been a friend, and who, on tliis occafion, 
dcmonlfrated his fenfibillty of it in a degree worthy of a much higher 
rank. His name was Leech, the Company's fmvd}, as well as clerk of the 
parifh i this man had made his efcape when the Moors entered the fort, 
and returned juH as it was dark, to tell me he had provided a boat, and 
would enfure my tfeape, if I would foitowhim through a patTage few were 
acquainted with, and by which he had then entered. (This might ealiiy 
liave been acconaplinied, as the guard put over us took but very High: 
notice of us.) 1 thanked him in the belt terms 1 was able ; but told him 
it was a Hep 1 could not prevail on myfelf to take, as 1 fhould thereby very 
ill repay the attachment the gentlemen and the garrlfoti had Oiewn to me ; 
and, that I was reibivcd to Utare their fate, be it what it nould; but 
prelTed him to fccure his own efcape w ithout lofs of time; to viduch he 
gallantly replied, that ** then be was refolved to fhare mine, and would cot 

leave me-' 

To myfelf and the world I Ihould furely have Hood excufed in em¬ 
bracing the overture above-mentioned, could 1 have conceived what im¬ 
mediately followed } for 1 had fcarce lime to make him an anfwer, befuro 
we obferved part of the guard dratvn up on the parade, advance to us with 
the officers who had been viewing the rooms. They ordered us all to 
rife and go into the barracks to the left of the court of guard. The 
barracks, you may remember, have a large wooden platform for the ioldiers 
to deep on, and are open to the wed by arches and a fmall parapet-wall, 
correfponding to the arches of the Veranda without. In wc went moft 
readily, and were pleafing ourfelves with the profpedl of paffing a com¬ 
fortable night on the platform, little dreaming of the infernal apartment in 
referve for u5. For we were no fooner all tvitbin the barracks, than the 
guard advanced to the inner arches and parapet-wall; and, with their 
mufkets prefented, ordered us to go Into ilie room at the Ibuihermoft .end 
of the barracks, commonly called the Biack-Hole prifun i wHiIff: others 
from the Court of Guard, with clubs and drawn feymitars, prellcd upon 
thofe of us next to them. This ffroke was fo fuddtn, lb unexpcdled, and 
the throng and preffiirc fo great upon us next the dour of the Elack-Hi Ic 
prifon, there was no reffffing it; hut like one agitated wave impielling 

K'k anotlier, 
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another, we were obliged to give way and enter j the reft followed, like ^ 
torrent, few atnongft us* the foldicrs excepted, having the leaft idea of the 
dimenfions or nature of a place we had never feen : for if we had, wo 
thouJd at flU events have raflicd upon the guard, and been, as the kfler 
evil, by our own choke cut to piecci. ' 

Atnongft the firft that entered, were myfclf, Meflis. Baillie, Jenks, 
Cooke, T, Coles, Enfign Scot, Revely, Law, Buchanan, &c, 1 got 

^fTefiion of rtw window neareft the door, and took Meflrs. Coles Sid 
Scot into the window with me, they being both wounded (the firft I bc- 
hevc mortaily). ibe reft of the abovementioned gcotlenien were dole 
round me. It was now about eight o’clock, 

Figure to yourfdf, my friend, if poffible, the fitintion of a hundred 
and iorty-fix wretches, exhaufted by continual fatigue and afitjoii, thus 
crammed together in a cube of about eighteen feet, in a clofe fultry niEht 
in Bengal, fliut up* to the eaftward and fouthward (the only quarters 
from whence air could reach us) by dead walls, and Hy a wall and door 
to the north, open only to the weftward by mro wiadow^i ftrongly barred 

wm iron, from which we could receive fcarce any the Lcaft circulation 
of frcQi air. 

What muft enfue, appeared to me in lively and dreadful colours, the ' 
mftant I caft my eyes round, and faw the fize and £tuai]on of the room 
Many unfucceftfd attempts were made to force the door j for bavinii no^ 
thing but our hands to work with, and the door openine inward all eu, 
deavDurs were vain and fruitlcfs. * ^ 

Obferving every one giving way to the violence of pafllons, which I 
foreftw rauft be fatal to tlicm, 1 requefted fiience might be preferved, 
whilft i Ipoke to them, and in the moft pathetic and movine terroS 
which occurred, 1 begged and intreated, that as thev had paid a readv 
obedience to me in the day, tlicy would now for tlidr own fake? and 
the fakes of thofe who were dear to them, and were interefted in the pre- 
ftrvatioo oi their lives, regard the advice I had to give them. I afllired 
them, the return of day would give us air and liberty ; urged to them 
that the only chance we had left for fuftaining this misfortune, and fur- 
viving the night, was the preferving a calm mind and qnkt refiffnation 
to our fate j inbeating them to curb, as much as pofliblc, every agitation 
oi mind and body, as raving and giving a ioofe to their paffions could an- 
fwer nopurpofe, but that of haftening their deftnuflion.” 


This 
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few minutes for rcflcaion - % woundci^. ai^ more jjariitularly of 

by the criet m gr ^ window. Dcaih» atiended witli the moil 

my two companions in th ... n-rceivcd miifl prove our inevitable 
cruel train of circumftaoccs, ^ ac- 

deftiny. 1 wiih too much propriety to be 

companions dian myfelf. 


A tbe guards polled at the windows, 1 obferTeJ an old Jem- 

Atnongft g to carry fome compaflion for us in his 

mautdaar near ^ ^ ^ ,he many in his ftation, 

iS.'Tc w. ” wimeft». »fii 

-—- 

promiM he «o»l<l ‘>',‘*”1’' “■ ifc I then tLwht I hnd been defi- 

;=S; s 

bj the Ws Mder, acid that no non darrf atvatehim. 


Onring thh cl'nedr’^S 

.finefs inerttfed. We had been but tew m 

whichlKU intneafed. in pcopnr- 

ion as the body was drained of tts moifturc. 


mppad ticne they flatbed thcncfel.ea weth having 

11 “«i“ilx'Kfi .li"? - 

vreichcs, ^eS tever^' 

learancc of laving them- . rreiiures whofc natural ilrctijtb 

ice, and at each time ° ' more-carivdttfted and could not imme- 
^as lefs than others, or had bceo ana 


f 2da ] f 

S;. ^ r 

put thttnfcivcs m motion to gft up again. 

raiioii difiiculi. Our fituitiM was much'^ 'ntolcrabJe. and Jefpi. 

iiany mifcrablc animals in cxliaXd r™i' of* 

4!r fufficieiit to continue life nnv eceiver; no circulation of frefh 

ti=l=. CO pn, a fpccdj pe ? d ™i/" P- 

were “JidtoX“|w“?op?o^Xe[:Vm^ 

learned afterwards, were cLled to ^ (whidi, as I 

• oo reorefenfibleof wbal was ‘'"E'’’"- «'>'« I was 

ftll l.cek pain „ u„eali„efi, bni wha, T " P’"-. ’ 

fiiffirings of thofe within. Bv keepino mv i™ /, ""’“"y P" *' 

I obEamed air enouEh to Plve iZ hf ^ ? . between two of the bars, 

was e«effi.c, andfhirft commenibT "t imtion 

nous TOlatils afflurfa came frem the frifnn ,[■*”' ** 

head .bat wap, fur morc^l^V^^tU^'rordL™' '“™ 

began to gronJ’SagmuC'and'mtiSTi'- ‘" *' windows, 

the general c^.. And^he old JemTaurdt^rr 

on us, ordered tte people to hrmc, r ^‘^^'^[^"^cutioned, taking pity 

^ believe, of its faS effUs Thi. " dreaming! 

would prnve *=*“ of Ae fm]IrcC‘ l"' 

re rpcak to him privatcl 7 to forbid its heinn'fl'*' many times 

was fo loud, it became jtnuofljbfe Th ^ brought; but the clamour 
paint toyou the un^Z^on cannot 

i had flattered myfelf that feme, bv prefend rf it threw us into, 

might outlive the night; hot now^hi 

wilCrparerg-'^^aV^ frem thirA. 

‘’y fomed through ibn ^ ‘ “i '“"''"tfll'g it into 

Mvflrs Coles and Scot (notwithitandbiinhc ■ ““t* 'llos myfelf, and 

wounds) fnpplied C wtrti™ I'l;!' 

ricnced 
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rlfnced intenfe tbirA, or aro acquainted with the caufe and nature of this 
appetite, will be rufhciently fcniible it could receive no more than a mo> 
mcniary alleviation j the caufe flill fubiHlcd. Though we brought full 
hats within the bars, there enfued fuch violent flruggles, and frequent 
contefts, to get at it, that before it reached the lips of anj; one, there 
would be fcarcely a fmall tea-cup full left in them. Thcfe fupplies, like 

fprinkling water on fire, only ferved to feed and raife the flame. ^ 

# 

. Oh I my dear Sir, how lliall 1 give you a conception of what I felt at 
the cries and ravings of thofe in the remoter parts of the prifon, who 
could not entertain a probable hope of obtaining a drop, yet could not 
divert themfeivcs of expectation, nowever unavailing ! And others caliing 
on me by the tender con 11 derations of friendrtiip and affeCtion, and who 
knew they were really dear to me. Think, if pofllble, what my heart 
mu ft have fuffered at feeing and hearing their diftrefs, without having it 
in my power to relieve them ; for the conftjfion now became general and 
horrid. Several quilted the other window (the only chance they had for 
life) to force their way to the water, and the throng and prefs upon the 
window was beyond bearing j many forcing their paflage from tlie further 
part of the room, p re fled down tliofe in their way, who had lefs ftrengih, 
and trampled them to death. 

Can it gain belief, that this feene of mifery proved entertainment to 
the brutal wretches without ? But fo it was ; and they took care to keep 
us fupplied with water, that they might have the fatisfadlion of teeing 
us fight for it, ^ they phraftd it, and held up lights to the bars, that 
they might lofe no part of the inhuman diverlion. 

From about nine to near eleven, I furtained this cruel feene and painful 
fitoaiion, ftill fupplying them with water, though my legs were almoft 
broke with the weight again ft them. By this time I myfelf was very 
near prelTcd to death, and my two companions, with Mr. William Parker, 
(who had forced himfelf into the window) were realty fo. 

For a great while they preferved a refpeft and regard to me, more than 
Indeed I could well expeit, our ci ream ft antes con fide red ■, but now all 
diftiniftton was loft. My friend Baillie, Meflrs. jenks, Revely, Law, 
Buchanan, Simlbn, and feveral others, for whom I had a real eflrcm and 
affeftion, had for fomc time been dead at my feet, and were now iraortpled 
upon by every corporal or common foldicr,. who, by the help cd' more 
rob oft conftitutions, had forced their way to the window, and bdd fall 
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by the ban over fhe, till it I bccime fo end wedged up, I wai 

deprived of ill motion. 

Determined now to gire every thing op, I called to tbem» and begged> 
as the laA inflance of thetr regacd, they woold remove the prelTure Opon 
me, and permit me to retire out of the window, to die in quiet. They 
give way; and with much difHculiy 1 forced a paflagc into die center of 
the prifon, where the throng wafi Icfs by the many dead, (then I believe 
amounting to one^third) and the numbers who locked to the windai^ i 
for by this time they had water alfo at die other window. 

In the Black-Hole there is a platform* correfpODding with that in the 
barracks: 1 travelled over the dead, and repiirtid tu tltc further cad of It, 
jud oppohte the oth.r window, aod Icated myielf on the platform be¬ 
tween Mr. Dumhicton and Capt. Steven^n, theformer juft then expiring. 
1 was ftill happy in the fame calmuefs of mind I prefetved the 
whole time; death I expected as unavoidable, ^1 only lamented its ftow 
approach, though the moment i quitted the window, my brtatbmg grew 
Ihurt and painful. 

Here my poor friend Mr. Edward Eyre came daggering over the dead 
to me, and with his ufual coolnefs and good-nature, afleed me how I 
did ? but fell and expired before 1 had time to make him a reply. 1 laid 
myfclf down on fome of the dead behind me, on the platform; 
and reconrimcnding myfelf to heaven, had the comfort of thinking my 
fufterings could have no long duration. 

My tliirft grew now infopportable, and difficulty of breathing much in- 
creafed ; and I had not remained in this iituation, I believe, ten mmutes, 
■when I was feized with a pain in my breaft; and palpitation of my heart, 
iTuth to the muft exquifite degree. Tbefe roufed and obliged me to get 
up again; but ftill the pain, palpitation, thirft, and dUEcuIty of 
breathing incrcafed. I retained niy fenfes notwithftanding, and had tlie 
grief to tee death not fo near me as 1 hoped ; but could no longer bear 
tJic pains 1 fuftcred without attempting a relief, which I knew Jtefli air 
would and could only give me. 1 intlantly determiued to pulli for the 
window oppoiite to me; and by an effort uf double the ftrength 1 ever 
before po^efted, gained the third rank, at it, with one hand feized a bar, 
and by that means gained the. fecoud, though 1 think there were at leaft 
fix or feven ranks between me and the window, 

* l~hli pUtrorm was nired between ibree and four feet from the Aoor, opro undecneatb: 
ii eateaJed ibe whole length of the eaU fide of the prifoa, and waa above fix feet wide. 
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' In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and difficulty of breathing 
ccafed^ but my third continued intolerable* I called aloud for "water 
" FOR God’s sake:" had been conduded-deadi but as foon as they^ 
heard me amongft them, they had dill the fcfpcd and tenderned for me, 
to cry out, "Give him water, give him water!” nor would one 
of them at the window attempt to touch it until I had drank. But from 
the water I found no relief j my third was rather increafed by it j fo I 
determined to drink no more, but patiently wait the event i and kept roy 
mouth mold from time to time by fucking the perfpiration out of my 
jhirt-deeves, and catching the drops as they fell, like heavy rain from my 
head and face: you can hardly imagine how unhappy I was if any gf 
them efcaped my mouth. 

I came into the prifon without coat or waidcoat 5 the fcafon was too 
hot to bear the former, and the latter tempted the avarice of one of the 
guards, who robbed ine of it when we were under the Veranda. Whild 
1 was at this fccond window, 1 was ohferved by one of my miferahic 
companions on the right of me, in the cRpedient of allaying my third 
by lucking my Ihirt-flecve. He took the hint, and robbed me from 
time to time of a confidcrable pirt of my dore j though after 1 dclefted 
him, J had ever the addrefs to begin on that fleevc fird, when I thought 
my rtfervoirs were fufficientjy repIcmihL'd j and our mouths and nofes 
often met in the conteft. This plunderer, 1 found afterwards, was a worthy 
young gcntlemLUi in the fcrvice, Mr, Lufliington, one of the few who 
cfcapcd from death, and fiiKc paid me the compliment of alTuring me, he 
believed he owed his life to the many comfortable draughts he had from 
my deeves.» I mention this tnddent, as 1 think nothing can give you a 
more lively idea of the melancholy Jbtc and didrefs we were reduced to. 
Before I hit upon (his happy expedient, I had, in an ungovernable fit of 
third, attcoiipted drinking my urine > but it was fo inreafely bitter there 
was no enduring a fecoinl tadc, whereas no Brldol water could be more 
foft or plcafaiii than what arofe from perfpiration. 

By half an ho' r pad eleven the much greater number of thofc living ^ 
were in an outrageous dcliriuiii, and the others tjuite ungovernable ; | 
few re’aiding any calmneft, but the ranks next the windows. By what 
I had felt myiclf, 1 was fully fenfibic what thote within fuffered j but 
h^d only pity Hj beftow upon then^ not then thinking how foon 1 Ibould 
myftit become a greater objtfi: ot It, 

They all now found, (hat water, indead of relieving, rather heiErhicned 
their uncafinefl’esi and, ‘Air, Air,*’ was the general cry. Every infult 
that could be deviled agaliilt ihe guard, all the opprobrioiis names and 

2 abulc 
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abufb that the Subs, Monickchund &c, could be loaded, with, were 
pc^ed to provoke the guard to fire upn us, every man that could, 
rufnmg tumukuouOy towards the windows with eager hopes of meeting 

f to heaven, to haften the approach 

ot the flames to the right and left of us, and put a period to our mifery. 
Uiit theic failing, they whofe ftrength and fpirhs were quite eshaufted, 
laid thcQ^elves down and expired quietly upon their fellows: others who 
had yet fomc ftrength and vigour left, made a laft elFort for the win- 
dows, and leveral lucceeded by leaping and fccambling over the backs 
and heads of thofe in the iirft ranks j and got hold of the bars, from 
which there was no removing them. Many to, the right and left funk 
with the violent pfclTure, and were foon luflbcated) for now a fleam 
arok from the living and the dead, which atTctfted us in all its circum- 
itances, as if we were forcibly held with our heads over a bowl Ihll of 
ftrong volatile fpirit of hartlhorn, until fuffocated j nor could the eiHavia of 
the one be diftmguiflicd from the other, and frequently, when 1 was 
forced by the load upon my head and fhouldcrs, to hold mv face down, I 
was oblig^, near as I was to the window, inftantly to raife it again to 
elcapc fufFocation, . ® 


co^^hiiferation, when I tell you, 
t at in this plight, from half an hour paft eleven till near two In the 
morning I lutbincd the weight of a heavy man, with his knees in my 
back, and the prcffiire of his whole body on my head. A Dutch fer- 
jeant, who had taken his feat upon my left ftiouldcr, and a Topaz * bear- 
ing on my right i all which nothing could have enabled me lone to fup- 
port, but the props and prefllire equally fuftaining me all around. The 
two latter I frequendy di(lodged, by tbifting my hold on the bars, and 
driving my knuckles into their ribs j but tay friend above ftuck faft. and 
as he held by two bars, was immoveable. 


refieflb^^ above an hour, with a train of wretched 

'‘f f hope on which to found a profpeft 
I refolution. and every fentiment of religion gaSe ^vay. 

J found ^ hiuch longer to lupport this ttlaf, and could not 

where I had before futferea fo much. Some infernal fpirit, takiL the 

tirought to my remembrance my having a fmalt 
dafp penknife m my pocket, with which I determined inftantly to open 

ryftem no longer to be borne. I liad got it o^ut, 
When heaven imcrpofcd, and reftored me to frefh fpiriis and rlfolution, 

t *•'' go^rmr of Calctittii. 

t A Walk Chrriliaii kUicr: ufuatty termed fuhjeits of PortugiJ; 

with 
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with an abhorrence of the adt of cowardice I was juft going to commit; 
I exerted a-ncw my ftrcngtb and fortitude j but the repeated trials and ef¬ 
forts I rnade to di (lodge the infulFerable incumbrances upon me at I a ft 
quite exhaufted me, and towards two o'clock, finding I muft quit tlie 
window, or fink where I was, I refoltrcd on tJie former, having bore, 
truly for the fake of others, infinitely more for Ufe than the beft of it is 
worth. 

In the rank dofe behind me was an officer of one of the fblps, whofe 
name was Carey, who had behaved with much bravery during the ficge, 
(his wife, a fine woman though country-bom, would not quit him, but 
accompanied him into the prifon, and was one whp furvived,) This poor 
wretch had been long raving for water and air; I told him I was deter¬ 
mined to give op Ufe, and recommended his gaining my ftation. On 
my quitting, he made a fruitlefs attempt to get my place 3 but the Dutch 
ferjeant who fat on my fhoulder fupplanted him. 

Poor Carey expreflcd his thankful neft, and fa id, he would give up life 
too; but it was with the utmoft labour we forced our way from the 
window, (feveral in the inner ranks appearing to me dead Handing *.) 
He laid himlelf down to die-: and his death, 1 believe, was very fudden 3 
for be was a fhort, full, fanguine man: his ftrength was great, and 1 
Imagine, had he not retired with me, I fhould never have been able to 
have forced my way. 

I was at this time fenftble of no pain and little uneafinefs: I can give 
you no better idea^of my fit nation than by repeating my fimilc of the 
bowl of fpirit of hfitChom. I found a ftupor coming on a-pace, and 
laid royfelf down by that gallant old roan, the reverend Mr. Jervas Bel¬ 
lamy, who lay dead with his fon the lieutenant, hand in hand, near the 
fouthermoft waU of the prifon. 

When I had lain there fome little time, I ft ill had refledtion enough 
to fufTer fome uneafioefs in the thought, that 1 ftiould be trampled up> 
C.n, when dead, as 1 royfelf had done to others. With fome difficulry 
I raifod royfelf, and gained the platform a fecona time, where 1 pre- 
fontfy loft ail fenfaiion: the Jaft trr ' of fenfibility that I have been able 
to recolledt after my lying down, was roy fafh being unealy about my 
wafte, which I untied ai^ threw from roe, ■ 

Of what pafted in this interval to the time of my refurrefllon from 
this hole of horrors, 1 can give you no account; and indeed, the parti- 

* Unable tn fall by tbe throng and equal prelTure round. 

L 1 
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nulars m^^ntloned by feme of the geotlcmeD who fum?Sd, (folcly by th 
cumber of thofe dead, by which they gained a freer acceflion of’air, and 
approach to the windows) were fo excel^vely abfurd and contradidlory, 
aa to. convince me, very few of them reiained their fenfes } or at leaft^ 
loft them foon after they came into the open airj by the fever they car¬ 
ried out with them, ^ 

In my own efcape from abfolutc death the hand of heaven was mam- 
fcftly exerted : the manner lake as follows. When the day broke, and 
the gentlemen found that no imreaiies could prevail to get the door 
opened, it occurred to one of them, (I think to Mr. fecretary Cooke) 
to make a Icarch for me, in hopes I might have inftuence enough tt> 
gam a releafe from this fecne of mifery. Accordingly Meffia. Luftiing^ 
tonand Walcot undertook the fearch, and by my Ihirt difeovered me 
under the dead upon the platform. They took me from thence i and 
imagining I had fome figns of life^ brought me towards the window 1 
had nrft pofteUlon of. 

But as life was equally dear to every man, (and the ftencii ariW from 
the dead bodies was grown intolerable) no one would give up bis Na¬ 
tion m or near the window: fo they were obliged to carry me back again* 
But ^n after Captain Mills (now captain of the company’s yacht) who 
was in polIeOiQn of a feat in the window, had. the humanity to offer to 

rcligu it- I was again brought by the fame gcmlemen* and placed in the 
window, ‘ 

i!'j Suba, who had received an account of the havock 

death had made amongft us, fent one of his Jemmautdaars to inquire if 
the chief furvived. They fhewed me to him; told him I had appear¬ 
ance or life remaining, and believed I might recover if the door was 
opened very |bon. This anfwcr being returned to the Suba, an order 
came immediately for our releaie, it being then near lix in the morning. 

The ffeft.air at the window foon brought me to life j and a few minutes 
^ter the departore of the jemmautdaar, I was reftored to my light and 
rcnfc_s. Bin oh! Sir, what words lhall I adopt to tell you the whole that 
my foul fuficred at reviewing the dreadful cleftru<ftion round me > J will 
not attempt it j and indeed, tears (a tribute 1 believe I flmll ever pay to 
the remembrance of this frene, and to the memojw of thole brave and 
valuable men) ftop my pen. 

The hule ftrength remaining amongft the moft robnft who furvived, 
made it a diUicuii talk to remove the dead piled up againft the door j 

fo 
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fo that 1 bclicre it was more than twenty minutes before wc obtained 
n pai&ge out for one at a time. 

I had foon reafon to be convinced the particular inquiry made after me 
did not refult from any diilate of favour, humanity, or contrition ; when ' 
I came out, I found myfclf in a high putrid fever, and, not being able V 
to ftand, threw myfeif on the wet grafs without the Veranda, when a 
mefiage was brought me, lignifying 1 muft immediately attend the Suba. i 
Not being capable of walking, they were obliged to fupport me under 
each armj and on the way, one of the jemmautdaurs told me, as a 
friend, to make a fuH confeflion where the trcafiire was buried in the 
fort, or that in half an hour I fliould be [hot off from the mouth of a 
cannon The intimation gave me no manner of concern ; for, at that 
jundlure, 1 fhould have efleemed deatii the greatett favour the t)-rant 
could have beftowed upon me. 

Being brought into his prefence, he foon obferved the wretched plight 
I was in. and ordered a Large folio volume, which lay on a heap of plun¬ 
der, to be brought for me to fit on. I endeavoured two or three times 
to fpeak, hot my tongue was dry and without motion. He ordered me 
water. As foon as I got fpeech, 1 began to recount the difmal catailrophe 
of my miferable companions. But he ftopt me ihort, with telling me, 
he was well informed of great treafure being buried or fecreted in the 
fort, and that I was privy to it j and if I expefted favour, muft dilcover it. 

I urged every thing I could to convince Iitm there was no truth in the 
information ; or that if any fuch thing had been done, it was without my 
knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated affurance to me, the day 
before; but he reiumed the fabje£t of the treafure, and all I could fay 
feemed to gain no credit with Kim. I was ordered prilbncr.undcr Mhir 
Muddon, General of the Houfhold Troops. 

Amongft the guard which carried me from the Suba, one bore a large 
Morafter battle-axe^ which gave rife, I imagine, to Mr. Secretary Cooke s 
belief and report to the fleet, that, he fiw me carried out, with the edge 
of the ax towardsr me, to hive my head llruck off. This I believe i> the 
only account you will have of me, until 1 bring you^ a better mylclf 
But to refume my fubjeift : I was ordered to the camp of Mhir Muddon s 
quarters, within the outward ditch, fomething fhort of Omychonas 
garden (which you' know is-above thi;,ec miles from the fort) and with 
me Mcffieiirs Court, Walcor, and Burdet. The reft, who furv-ived the 
fatal night, gained their liberty, except Mrs. Carey, who was too' young 

* A fctiiTOCC erf dpttb commop ui 
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a^d hartdfoQTC. The dead bod were promilbiot^Nhrawn into the 
aitcn ot our unhniftied ravelin, and covered with the earth. 

M, bring trnieJ with this ftverity. I have fnffidmt rnaTot. to affirm 
proccricd (rom the following dtufes. The Suha’s refenlment for my 
defooding the fort, after the Governor. &e. had abandoned it. his nre- 
pofleffian toucfoiigthe treafore 5 and thndlj.the inftigatiotlso/OmTchltlld* 
in rrlentmcnt for my not rekafing him out of prilbn, as Toon as i had the 
command of the fort: a circumftance, which iu the heat and hurry of 
aaion. never once occurred to me, or I had certaioJy done it; betaufe I 
thought his impnfonment unjuft. Bat that the hard ireatmeht 1 met 
with may truly be attributed in a great meafare to hla fugeeftion and in, 
finuiUons, l am well aflured, from the whole of his fubfequent condmft ■ 
and this farther confirmed to me, in the three gentlemen felefted to 
my compamonF, agamft ^ch of whom he had conceived particular re- 
fentment; and you know Oraychund can never forgive. 

We were conveyed in a Hackery f to the camp the aift of Tune ,'n 

flowed all four in aTeapoy’s 

ere half /«, half All night it ruined feverely. Difmal as this wa-^ 
IT PP'i “ paradife compared with our lodging the preceding night' 
Here I became covered from head to foot wvtl large painful tlib the 

kavc^^'! "y f««r did „« 

On the morning of ihe azd, they marched us to town in our foifens 
under the fcorching beams of an intenfe hot fun, and lodged us at the 

a ftron ^ ^ Veranda, fronting the river, where we had 

guard over us, commanded by Bundo Sing Hazarv an 

hoilf gcmlcmen broke ou7likewife in 

bods all over their bodies (a happy circumftance, which, as I afterwards 
learned, attended every one who came out of the Black-Hole.) ^ 

foon were given to underftand wefhould 
fiLe'^ni"Muxadabad J where I think you have never’been • 
hnee 1 have brought you thus far, you may as well take this trip wiUi us 
Ukewife. 1 bave much kifure on my hands at prefent; and, ym know 
you may chufc your Jeifore for perufal. ; Know, 

Wefct ouicDour tmvelsfromthe Dock-head the 2ath in the after¬ 
noon, and wer. embarked on a large WoUack §, contaSg prt of 

“"i A'C^r ♦ * 1 
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do Sing’s plunder, See. She bulged a-fliore a little after we fet off, and 
broke one of her floor timbers: however they puflied on, tho’ {he made 
fo much water (he could hardly fwim. Our bedftead and bedding were 
a ptacTorni of loofe unequal bamboos laid on the bottom timberslb tliat 
when they had been negligent in bailing, we frequently waked with half 
of UB ill the water. We had hardly any doatliB to our bodies, and no¬ 
thing but a bit of mat, and a bit or two of old gunny-bag, which wc 
begged at the Dock^head to defend us from the ftjn, rains, and dews. 
Our food only rice, and the water along-fidc, which, you know, is neither 
very dean, nor very palatable, in the rains: but there was enough of it 
without Icrambling. 

In fliort, Sir, though our diflreflesin this fituation, covered with torment¬ 
ing boils, and loaded with irons, will be thought, and doubtlefs were, 
very deplorable ; yet the grateful conCderaiion of our being fo providen¬ 
tially a remnant O'f the faved, made every thing dfc appear light to us. 
Our rice and water-diet, defigned as a grievance to us, was certainly our 
prefervation : for, could we (drcamftanccd as wc were) have indulged in 
flefti and wine, we had died beyond all doubt. 

When we arrived at Hougly fort, I wrote a ffiort letter to governor 
Bifdora (by means of a pencil and blank leaf of a volume of Archbilhop 
Tillotfoo’s fermons given us by one of our guard, part of his plunder) 
advifing him of our miferable plight. He had the humanity to difpatch 
three fe«ral boats after us, with frclh provifions, liquors, cloaibs, and 
money j neither of which reached us. But, Whatever is* is right.'’ 
Our rice and water were more falutary and proper for us. 


Matters ridiculous and droll abundantly occurred in the courfe of our 
trip. But thefe I will poftpone for a perfonal recital, that I may laugh 
with you, and will only mention, that my hands alone being free from 
impofthumes, I was obliged for ibme time to turn nurfe, and feed my 
poor diflrelTed companions. 

When weearoe oppoCte to Santipore, they found the Wollack would 
not be able to proceed further, for want of water in the river ; and one 
of the guard was lent a-(hore to demand of the Zemiitdar ^ of that dif- 
tridf, light boats to carry prlfoners of ftaie under their charge to Muxada- 
bad.’ The Zemindar, giving no credit to the fellow, muftcred his guard 
of pykes, beat him,* and drove him away. 


* A pioprietor of 
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a molt furious combuf' 
tion, Our Jcmmautdair ordered his people to arms and th^r^f 7^.* ' 

.vas to .sk= ,hc Zumiudar sud car^, hfo, fouud a “Jou "r .o 
Accordijigly they landed with their fire-arms fwords nn.t “ l 

It occurred to one mifchicvous mortal amongll them *thai the^Lki 
with them, would be a proof of thcir commifEon and th f 

the Zemindar had committed, and the high offence 

_ Being immediately lugged aftiore, I urged the impombiliivof mv «..lt 
mg. corned as my egs were with boils, %nd feveraJ of them in tL 
ormyTetters ^ and intreated, if I n:aa go, that they would fo7 the tZl 
take off my yons, as it was not in my power to etcar^ Ihl f 
they faw 1 was hardly able to Hand. But I miahr i, u ^ 

ed tygers, or made Supplication to the wind J was H' P^^'tion- 
Thuy dsniSed ro „„„ .u/bufinl to “ tX'l flr j 

-j. ..sr.'sstr.KS 

When we came near the Cutcherry of the dfflriit the • t 

his pykes was drawn up ready to receive us ■ hut^c / 2emjndar with 

lae to hiniasji nrifoncr of rtaw. odimated’and valSd" 

lack of Itopeoaf hs confeflid himfelf fcnfibla 0^, miAaka ^„d 5 

t!0 further lliew of refiftarvre xi,- i i ^'“./"“taite, and made 

ordara ,o ba« him b^uod a“d f fcr h’l “'T*' 

fubmifllon, ...d promifing to get boats frL Sanripom to rei,d"fft“r‘o'‘' 

fcuuhcy'^cr'^camT '’=117,^’"^'^^“ “P'f'*'™ boats folJowiog u: 

^never came; and the next day (1 think the fed of June) Vj 

150,0001. 

preffed 
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preflcd a fmall open filhing-dmgy, and embarked 115 on that, with two of 
our guard only j for in fiit, any more would have funk her. Here wc 
had a bed of bamboos, Something foftcr, I think, than thofc of the great 
boat i that is, they were fomething fmoother, but we were fo diHrefled 
for room, that we could-not ftir without our fetters bruifing our own, or 
each others boils j and were in woeful dillrefs indeed, not arrivLjg at 
Muxadabad until the 7th of July in the afternoon. We were all this 
while expofed to one regular fucceflion of heavy rain, or imenfe fun-fliinc,. 
and nothing to defend us from either. 

But then don't let me forget our bleQings i for by the good-nature of 
one of our guard, Shaike Bodul, we now and then latterly got a few 
plantains, onions, parched rice# with Jaggrec*, and the bitter green, 
called Curella; all which were to us luxurious indulgencies, and made the 
rice go down delicioufly. 

On the 7th of July, early in the morning, we came in fight of the 
French faSory. 1 had a letter prepared for Mr. Law the Chief, and 
prevailed with my friend Bodul, to put to there. On the receipt of my 
letter, Mr. Law, with much politeoefs and humanitv, came down to the 
water-fide, and remained near an hour with us. rfc gave the Shaike a 
genteel prefent for his civilities, and offered him a confiderable reward and 
fccurity, if he would permit us to land for an hour's rcfrelhmcnt: but be 
replied, his head would pay for the indulgence, Afier* B'J^Law had 
given us a fupply of cloaths, linen, provtfions, liquors, and c^, we left 
his factory with grateful hearts and compliments. 

We could not, as you may imagine, long refifr touching our fiock of 
provifions j but however lemperaic we thought ourfelves, we were all 
dtfordcred more or lefs by this firft indulgence. A few hours after I was 
feized with a painful inflammation in my right kg and thigh. 

Pafling by our fort and faftory at Coflimbiizar, raifed fome melancholy 
reflcaions amongft us. About four in the afternoon we landed at Muxa- 
dabad, and were coodudted to, and depofited in an open liable, not far 
from the Suba’s palace in the city. 

This march, I will freely confefs to you, drew tears of difdain and. 
aneuilh of heart fiom me; thus to be led like a felon, a fpcaacic to the 
inhabitants of this populous city 1 My foul could not fiipport itfolf with 
any degree of patience, the pain too arifing from my boils, and iisnam-” 

• MoIfllTes, 


mation 
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nation of my leg, added not a little, I faclicv'fi, to the depreflion of my 
fperits. ^ 

Here wc had a guard of Moors placed on one fide of us, and a guard of 
Gentoos on the other; and being dcfitned to remain in this place of purga¬ 
tory, ^ until the Suba returned cp the city, I can give you no idea of our 
fufferings. The immenfe crowd of fpediatorj, who came from all quar¬ 
ters of the city to iatisfy their curiofity, fo blocked us up from morniug 
till night, that 1 may truly fay we narrowly efcaped a fecund fu^ocation, 
the weather proving exceeding fultry. 

The lirft night after our arrival in the iiable, 1 was attacked by a fever; 
and that night and the next day, the inflammation of my leg 2nd thigh greatly 
increafed: but all terminated the iecond night in a regular fit of the gout in 
my right^foot and ankle ^ the firft and (aft fit of this kind I ever hadf How 
my irons agreed with this new vifitor J leave you to judge; for 1 could not 
by any intreaty obtain liberty for fo much as that poor leg. 

Duririg our refldence here, we expend every a€l: of humanity and 
frtendlhip from Monf. Law and Mynheer Vernet, the Freuch and Putch 
Chiefs of Coflimbuzar, who left no means unefiayed to procure our release. 
Our provifions were regularly fent us from the Dutch TankfaJ • in Coriem- 
abad j and we were daily vifitcd by Meffrs. Rofs and EkHone, the Chief 
and Second there; and indeed received fuch inAances of commiferation 
and afFe^tfba from Mynheer Rofs, as will ever claim my mo A grateful 
remembrance. 

The whole body of Armenian merchants too were moA kind and friend¬ 
ly to us i prticularly Aga Manuel Satoor; we were not a little Indebted to 
the obliging good-natured behavJourof MefiTrs. HaAings and Chambers, who 
gave us as much of their company as they could. They had obtained 
lib«ty by the French and Dutch Chiefs becoming bail for their appearance. 
This t'ecurity was often tet^dered for us, but without effedt. 

The nth of July the Suba arrived in the city, and with him Bundoo Sing, 
to whofc houfe we were removed that afternoon in a Hackery i for 1 was 
not able to put my foot to the ground. Here we were confirmed in a report 
^ which had before reached us, that the Suba, on his return to Hough ly, made 
inquiry for us when he releafcd McflScurs Watts and Collett, &c. with in- 
tcntloti lo releafe us alfo j and, that he had expreAed feme refentment at 
Mbif Muddon for having fo haflily fent us up to Muxadabad. This proved 

* The Dutch Miat nor Uuxadabad. 
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very plrafing piece of intelligence to us ■, and gave us rtafon to hope the 
iffuB Would be more iavourablc to us titan we expefted. 

Though we were here lodged in an open Bungulo only, yet we found our- 
fdves relieved from the crowd of people which hpd Med ns at the fiable* 
and once more brcatlied the freHi air. We were treated with much kmdnef^ 
and refpea by Bandoo Sing, who generally pafied lome time or other of the 
day with U5, and feafted us with hopes of being Mn re leafed. 

The leth we were conduced in a hackery to the Kdla in order to 
have an audience of the Suba, and know our fate- ^ W e were kept above 
an hoar in the fun oppofite the gate, whdft here we law fevcral of hts mm,- 
ftcrvbrouQ'htouE diigraced, jn the cuftody of Sootaptirto, and d^imiffed 
from their employs, who but a few minutes before wc had leen enter the kehi 
in the titmoft pomp and miignihcence. 

Receiving advice, that we fhould have no audience or admittance 
Suba that day, we were depoQted again at our former lodging, the flable, 
to beat hand, and had the mortification of paffing another night there. 

The l6lh in the morning a n old femile attendant on Mmrdi Ca^xai's Be- 
tm,+. paid a villi to our Shaike and difcourfcd half an bour wuh h.ro. 
Overhratinn part of the comer&iion to be tavourable to us. I obtained the 
whole from him, and learned, that at a feaft the preceding night, chefimm 
had follieiteJ out liberty, and that the Suba had promifed he would releafe 
us on the morrow. This, you will believe, give us no Itnall fp.nts, but 
at nuon all our hopes were dattied by a p.«e of .ntell.gene= from Bundoo 
Sing, impiving, that an order was prepared, and ready to pals the feal, tof 
retomiog us in irons to Rajah Mouickchund. governor of Allynagore, the 
the Suba bad givcii Calcutta. 

I need not tell you what a thnnderclap this proved to os in the vep' heigh t 
.f our flattering eipedlations, for 1 was,as tomylelf, well eonv.need 1 fliould 
never have got alive out of thehaiidsof llaat^cousharpy, who isa genu me 

HiSo e in the very worn acceptation of the word, therefore, from that 

momeot,"’ga.e up =/ery hope of liberty. 

Men in this Hate of mind are generally pretty eafy: it '’“P' '*hich 
roves ansiety. We dined and laid ourlelves down to lleep ; and for my own 
part, I never enjoyed -i loumler afternoons nap. 


• The of the Stibi'fl refidence in the city of MuJuJabad. 

t The dowager ptincefs, Erandroalhtr of ^ 
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fently pafs by to his palace of Mootecjceh We roufed, and defired the emrd 
would keep the view clear for U5. When the Suba came in LS we made 

litter ft Salaam j and when he came abreall of us, hi oJdcred Ms 
httcr to Itop, and us to be called to him. We advanced - and laddrefli-d 

hbTrty The i^ctehed^?^”^ buffering.-, and petitioned for our 

co^"enMcc.“ H^hw mV''"' *i‘'^™h‘‘ “PP'"”*W' “f hi/in his 

cS hoM cuto^^n'd'o coX^uf”h«c»'^ we 

jcpcatcd Z 

rBSBSSSF' "r“ 

;: “ “W wi. would hcUab|e//seer.htS^’diX 

airo^S'e" pS:C!V&" “ -“T.' 

from our entrant intolha t pT I of our diflrelTes, 

or even thought that I can oofTlbl^ r^'^° 
on a condul which alone 

hope not. I am, pMnged us into ihcfc unequalled futferings? I 

Dear Sir, 


Vour mof! faithful and 
obedient humble Servant, 


J. Z, H O L WE LL. 


ST of the Smothered in tbcft^ct-HflLE Pri&n (exclofive Sixty- 
nine, confifting of Dutch anr?ngii(h Serjeants, ^rporals. Soldiers, 


TopaxTMiliM. Whites and Portugnene, whofe Names I am unac- 
Js^nted with), making on the whole. One hundred and twenty-three 

Perfons. 


0 / Council, 

•Ey« ?Efar.. The Reverend Jerras 

Vm. BaiUie J ' Bellamy. 


E 

Wm 


CmtUrmn in the Semiee, 

MeflrSa Jenks McfIrSa Harod 

Rcvcly 
Law 

^ Coale$, Enf, Mik 
• VaUcourt 


'S'?'9r.tr 


Jcb 

Toriano 
E. Page 
S. Page 
Grub 
Street 


Chyton 

Buchanan 


Bifliop 

Hays 

Blagg 


Paccard 

Scot 

Haftings 


Milifary Captainsl 


lieutenants. 


p;Johnftone 
BaUard 
N. Drake ,, 
Carfit ^ 
Knapton 
Goiling 
Bing 
Dod 

Dalrymple. 


Witherington; 


Slmfon 

BcUatnyi 


Enjiins, 


■ 1 ^ 


^eTjesntii ^c, 

Scijeant Major 
Quarter-Matter Ser¬ 
jeant 


C.Weddcrburn 
DumblctoDy EnC MIK 


Cartwrightk 
Bleau j 
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Sfa Captaim, 


Hunt 
Ofljurne 
PurncJJ, Survived the 
Jiight, but died next 

day, 

IVfcflrs, Carey 
Stepheofon 


IS T of thofe who 

Mefirfi, Ho] well 
Court* 

Secretary Cooke 
I*u(hington 
Bordet 
Enf. Walcott 
Mrs, Carey 
Capt. Mills * 



Guy 

Porter 

W, Parker 

Caulker 

Bcndall 

Atkinlbn 


Capt, Dicfclbn 
-Mr, Moran 

John Meadows, and tz Mi- 

and Whites, fomc of whom 

recovered when the door 
was open* 

in y 




Leech, &c. &c. 
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TO THE 


Proprietors of East-India Stock. 


I N the courfc of altercation on your affairs at Bengal, 
infiMation! have been levelled at the 

Gentleman now prefiding there j amongft thefe, the grrateft ttrels 
feem? to be laid on L accufationai to wit. the Tteah, rf Commerce 
made at Monghcer, and a Model of Cannon prefented by Mr* Vanfittart 
” Mh“ Coffim Aly Khan. The firft of thefe chargee ,«y * P^O 
founded on ignorant: the fecond. on premeditated “"‘y- 

both we undertake to exculpate him. Much has been faid touching ho 
liberties of the Company's phirmaunds from the Great 
Same affert, they w’ltre^given up by Mr. Vanfi.tart .n the 
merce he concluded at Mongheer. Let os examine this fafl fiiit. and 
clear it of the veil of darknefs that covers K. 

When Mr. Surman (head of the embafly fent by the Company to the 

fS^gtSls^wM^ “t'wMsm" he’pitched‘’his tenB in 

'’'hVh‘‘l'!!ffiVKhan ^then'suba of Bengal) bore. Mr. Stirman expefled 
— JaSr Kha^ Mr Sormsn.s fuperior tide hot 

the nrlt vii j . of the empire, and Vice-Roy of 

conlidcnng him e . , . .u Hiffniiv of his port demanded 

a“SmMr%mai^ 

judicious iT^JIvnr of his pod) fo mVb de- 

”eoded’."fo: tedie execution of thofe pCmsunds granted by Fartuefeer. 

We erant that in the original phirmaunds to the Company, there wr a 
ItSnibJtv of trade r™, without any exemption of particulars; 

Kcl L /eoeral trad?. « well inland as e.sports and •tipods. con- 
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tmued to be cYcrciiVd by tbe fcr^^ants of the Company as formerl? T^fHer 

he haS cLceiver^Sii the 

W and [hough his predcceflbri 

had becD troubkromc on this head, yet he went much further, 

Hk firft operations were, refufirig us tlie right of coinage, and fpirlting 
up the Zemindars, proprietors of the 37 villages on the other hde thi 
Ganges j both cedsd to the Company by the pliirmaund. Thefe Zemin¬ 
dars kept up their demands fo high, and flarrJd Co many ditTicuIti^ with 
regard to parting wuh their lands, that the Company have ncv“f ent onf 
of .hom .0 .hi, day: fro« iho li™o cofc^ .l/cir 
W, h,a, ,va, c.o,n,Uy io«mmodod by . voxatiou, gowroS'riurTf 

^ Sia.loV&^”'’’ ’’f “»•"« of Molongah, 

His nest fl:ep was to claim an executive right to tile tride of thrm. th,- 

pony or *c.rfrrr.n., ,„diog i,. ,bom lor .ho fo.ort'^ 

s etc: r'o^rrbS r“c:r 

ofoooTwb. .hror. ..dTr:d.tS'o:tKCl\fl 

colp„y“:i:;frb2t':iiroo':“S *-= 

con.clb between Ibe Government and lUeir 

/olutioii of rrlinquifliing their right to ^hc tra*dp If fw 

. .baoco, ,alt. .,,‘d bee,l! for .homrel™ and flriat’ ‘ v? 

I 'rvints ever IfiLcrferin*; in them on mm nf J a* ^ P^liibited their 

.heir fervice, and .I.efe coC;dr,v"em 

o. DireSors to tlieir fcrv.ims abrmj Hencefonwrd d ^r 

content to trade in thefe articles under the covert M k' 

(or palTpurt). Thb they did on "he ^if, M>h°;nc..„ d„(liefc 

the’Mahometan inerch^r, which was generily a'^corVl^ 

percent, a confidcfation very moderate on ariicies ihii ^^f 25 

proht of 80 t3 r CO per cent' This ^ - n-r / . ^ ^ commonly yield a 

cm rii;,ue, ,„ ,h^ n/e,chn„t who tve^.?. ^d«^ prol;t.■wi.h- 

voor a. ,l.e Datbar, but a, .he wSrft, he wa, aiCSm 

paying ^ 
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- a lo rant cuftoms on the trade he coverrf, and put the reft 

a join. .ta^w« entered ,nto to co-partner- 

flilp, though not always in equal proportiODS. 

- , u r- flii. Comoanv’s dufticks, by their fervanls, has 

been for the fpacc of forty yw * ^ ^ j, t^jereby the Emperor was 
peated juft complamte from the Durbar, tor _ 

^bbed of his legd cufto“s »n^ C^pln/s d^Aiuk, and the ntifchiefs 
the provinces-—the nature « , _ j; ci to you j a ftiort cxpla- 

"s to ycor information, 

The Company's duftick Is a ^fitlfed * bj^the PreftJent, 

broad S^;«ary to the Cou;c!lf fpeufylng the quan- 

and counter-figned by / f to be paffed by virtue of 

litVi number, package and qua i Y ^ hindrance, or obftru<5lit>ns 

tlS, pardenlar duftick. clear of on dilfe- 

from the Government s guar s, , . , of ibt provinces. — The 

rent parts of the rivers and o er fubordinate fac- 

duffick WB alfo ■'^Ld whether from fe Prefidency or 

tones, under the fame ' r whence the goods came, an-i 

Subordinates, always fpcc|fied the recited, were fet forth 

where deftined r und "=^™l^^gnlarly k^pt of every do- 
both m Engh^ and Per . . perfian, as well as Englilh, be- 

ftick ilTued. The duftick ftationed a Perftan Moon-^ 

their boats at ibrnedincs inclement feafons of tl y * 

L • {^ 1 - were entitled to s duflick 

Your fci^ams, down to ^ orlvaU trade. The wiiyom of 

on application^ for the prote^ the continuing h fo long 

firft granting thi? liberty and in u ^ txiints I will not here difeufs, 

after^thc fafal confcquenccs 

Let it fulEce, that 1 fay ^ /j ^ the provifion of your inveft- 
vernment for frequently putung P ^ fometimes three 

ment in every ^ 

months together, until boug i a Hand was made againft it. 
which generally grew higher ^ ^ g ^bich might cafily (in the 

. ritrnfX «bc piiic, of the gov^- 
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ment was invariable in this particular of the abufe of the duftlck fas 
formerly touching our trading in the three prohibited articles of ijilt' L 
bacco and bcctlenut) they never, before the times of the Subas Ally Verdv 
Khan and bu^ad Dowla. meditated the attack and dedruaion of your 
forts andpnfonsi thefe had new and particular motives j former Subas 
on a cranfgrcflion either in the one or the other of the two before-men 
noned caufc, put an immediate flop to the proviGon of your inveftmentF" 
l?y laying a prohibition on the weavers and others employed in your ma’ 
nufaftures furrounding your fobordlnates with guards, -and cuttlnE ^ 
fopp iesof pmvdions, &c. They knew the importance of yourfovX 
mrnts Md the feafons for the dilpatch of it to Europe, and^knew ajfo 
you could hardly fuftam yourfclvcs under the failure of one year’s returns ■ 
all this they were perfefliy acquainted with, and therefore knew your for- 
vanis muft neceflarily fubmit, fooaer or later, to any terms they thoui^hr 
fitto impofe: a confiderationalfo, which foouki hLe determLd yfur 
rcfidcncy fo anifli every difpute of this kind with all poflible expedition 
I wiU not fay thefe exa^ions would not have been made had^no 
caufe been given ; light pretences are fofficient for arbitrar; government 
o a^uponj but where real caufe cxifted, which (regarding the aS of 
the dufock at lejfl) ^vas too truly the cafe, we cannot fordy much won 

ftantT 'Ih ^ dudick fo coni 

llantly the fourte of complaints from the durbar : j con 

* 

■" your fervice, at the age of l e or l(S it 
foppofed they fet out with any Led l^ncip« of 
moral redtaudci «.nfequently the good difpoft W they may hwe J 

v'’”™' ‘™ liable to be^perverted' 

by defignmg attful men. Thefe yonng gentlemen, on their 

bpirr 

’i^ippenXv^ ^giferof i” hi r 

can be affiftmg to his (nominal) mafoer in trade, the young £nLmaii 
himfdf rarely having a capital of his own to begin witK ^ 

-either fimply fo, or merchants as wdl as Banians 
111 general, they have no principle to be the rule of their aftfonT hm 
gam ibis js their foie purfoit, and to accomplifli it they fock at nothine 
lo they can guard agatnil a detedtion of their rogueries, 

Kv^Jib'k"! ®T"/ '’''r “'•' ““ftly took of Vome na. 

iheSns not a whit better thaa 
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The Seats (a GeotooCaft, ib called) and die other Company's Dadncy 
merchants, who provided their invedtnints until the year 1753, rarely bt'- 
fore that period Itooped to be Banians to the gentlemen in your Irrvicc j but 
from that period, finding the meafiirc was adopted for providing your in- 
veftment by your own gomaftahs or fadlors at the Arungs, they condefeended 
to lerve either in perlbii or by Banians who were entirely dependant on 
them. 

Theie Dadney merchants, whilll they continued in that employ, always 
had the addrefs to bring down their own private goods and merchandize, 
with the Company's, under the cover and protedtion of the fame duftick ; 
but bang in the above-mentiojied year ft ripped of that means of eluding 
the king’s duties, they fixed on another which they knew had been for a 
long term fuccefsfully pradllfed by the Banians ^ that is, covering their 
trade by the Company's dufiicks, obtained chiefly from your junior fervaiits. 

Various were the terms of this illicit compaft; (bmetimes the Company’s 
fervant was entitled to ^th, ^th, or -J- of the profits on the trade fo cover¬ 
ed, At other times, with forrow I fpcak it, your duftick was fold at vari- 
ous prices, from 200 to 25 rupees each j and to fuch a fhameful proftitu- 
tlon did this trade in duflitks come to, that it was no uncommon thing to 
fee on the regifter a trade of two lack per annum carried on in appear¬ 
ance by perfons known never to have been worth five pounds in their lives, 
nor that had credit to this amount in your Prefidenej^ Sometimes they en¬ 
gaged in a joint trade, thcJBanian or merchant finding the capital, in the 
courfe of which if your fervants came in for i-i6th of the profits he was 
well off, but oftener was brought in debtor. 

The Gove^rament’s fpics in the fettlement were well acquainted with 
proftituiions and abufe of the Company's Duftick, and lent daily advices 
thereof to the Durbar, where it ufed to be often thrown out in terroreiii, 

that they had a long Duftick account to fettle with the Englifh." — And 
Surajud Dowla in 175^" declared he would prove from vouchers in his pof- 
fefllon that the Englifli had defrauded the King in his revenues, by co- 
*' vering the trade of his fubjedls with their Duflicks to the amount of one 
** Corore and a half (one million five hundred thoufand pound fterling) in 

the fpacc of fifty years." Howfoever this charge was exaggerated, it is 
a truth, that the fum of the frauds arifing from this illicit pradicc muft 
have been very important. 

Vour Court of Direflors were fo fenfiblc of the repeated abufe of this 
indulgence, that I think, there are no lefs than five and twenty standing 
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Orders agalfift it tranfmitted to your Prelident and CoUDdl of Fort WII- 
liam from the year 170a fo 1756, each of thefe orders ^edting, on detcc- 
tipo, rcftiiution of the King’s duties, immediate dilmiffion from the ler- 
vice, and the aggrelTor to be fent to England on the firft returnlag fliip ; 
but notwithftanding thefe orders, and the utmolV vigilance of your Coun- 
ill abroad to prevent this pradtice, it was found Lmpollible. The ftrongeft 
prohibitions, the moft foie mo oaths, proved incfFedlaal; and though it was 
notorioufly known, that there was hardly any period of your fervice, that 
there were not fome of your fervants who had no vifible means of fubM- 
ing, but on this trade of Du (licks i yet, ftrange to (ell! we find few ex- 
of ihe aggrefTors on the records of the Company,^ This enn 
be accounted for, only from the difficulty of full deteaion j but iurcly in tins 
cafe, xvhere the very exiftence of the Company was liable to be brought 
into hazard, flrong and glaring prrfumption of the fad fhould have been 
deemed proof fufficient; the more efpecully, as it was long evident, nothing 
but examples made of this prefumptive proof, would be capable of putting 
a total flop to a pradtice tliat had fo often embroiled, and diflrcffcd your 
affairs; and was at laft ofie of thofe caufes affigned by Surajud Dowla, for 
that deftruaion brought on your Bengil fcttlementfi in 1756. Thcfc ex¬ 
amples fliould not have been confined to your fervants only, but fhould 
have been extended to the Black Merchant or Banian, /ujpeeted of being 
concerned with them j thefe fhould have been banifhed your fettkmetits, 
and in flagrant inffances delivered up to the government. Three examples 
of this kind, we dare fay, would have efFciftLially put a ffop to this milchief 
for ever: We think fome diredtions to the jibove purport and intention 
were fent out by your Court of Direaors a few years ago, but they were 
never put in pradlice. 

To dra w our foregoing anecdotes into a fmaller compafs, we beg leave 
to remind you, that we have fliewn two principal caufes that gave rife to 
every conteff which happened between your fervants and the Government, 
down to the time of Surajud Dowla, viz. Your fervants trading in the three 
prohibited articles fo often mentioned, and their abufe of the Company's 
Duflicb, both repeatedly forbid by your Court of Diredlors under the fever- 
cll and moil pofitive rertridions, and yet both continued, and lately the 
one of them abfolutcly avowed, nay, even contended for by fome of your 
fervants with indecency, arrogance and violence j to the utter fubverfion of 
the laws and natural liberties of a country where you trade upon fufferaticej 
as well as in defiance and difobedieuce of the reiterated commands .of their 
mailers at home. 

Let us take a fhort view of this government In the year 1760, when 
vou faw a Vice Koy at the head of it, raifed by your femnts from motives 
^ of 1 
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ot‘juftice, joined to the neceffity of your affairs i confirmtd by yourftlvcs 
in the opinion and judgment of your Direflots: Con Oder this Vice Roy 
making you princely donations of the moft valiriblc parts of his country ; 
then fee your fervants aiming to ftrip him of the remainder, the commer¬ 
cial legal duties which were tq be his future fupport in that government 
you had promoted him to — now fee him driven from two of his provinces 
for not tamely fubmitting to arrogant impofitions—then furely you will 
blufli for the reproaches fo wantonly thrown upon the Englifii name and 
nation. But to return more immediately to our fubje^. 

Soon after Mr, Vanfutart’s arrival to the Government of Fort William, 
fuch was the licentious conduft of your fervants, more particularly at your 
fubordinates, in thofe articles of trade fo often forbid both by the Company 
and Government, that continual complaints came in of ihe unbounded 
violences of them and their agents, Mr. Vanfittart plainly faw, unlcfs 
feme remedy was applied, general confufion muff enfue. He took a 
middle road, and formed a judicious plan that all parties ought to have been 
fatkfied with, and, as he expreffes it, would have reconciled all differences, 
if faithfully adhered to on both Tides: The liberties of the Phlrtnaimds 
touching ihcfe contclled articles, as well as the whole inland trade, had 
been given up and reUnquifhed by the Company long ago.—He has the 
merit of rt I pul a ting for the refuening thofe liberties, and pr^ferving them 
in perpetuity on terms highly advantageous to every one engaged in It, as 
we have already made appear. It has been charged again ft him, that he 
concluded this Treaty of Commerce withont rheaffent of his Council,— 
That he was firft invefted with a difcretional power has been proved beyond 
contradiftion ; and though it has been alfo inCnuated, he fupprefted and 
never acknowledged the receipt of a letter fent by the Council, revoking 
that power, and containing a diffent to the terms of the Treaty tTanfmitted 
to them by Mr, Vaiilittart: — yet — if fuch a revocation and diffent was 
difpatched, it appears very extraordinary that his enemies have not produced 
a copy of it, ftnee, in other matters Icfs important, they have been fo 
minute."Therefore it is no unreafonabic conclLi 5 on to fay. We believe no 
fuch letter was, ever fent,—or k would certainly have appeared agatnft 
him.——Another objedtion has been ft arte d again ft his cunduift, for not 
giving due lime for this Treaty taking place.—-To this we fay, tiiat 
pofftbly he thought this licentious contraband trade of your fervants re¬ 
quired an immediate check. — And as they had engaged in it, In Hired 
breach of their mafters orders, and we fear in breach a Ho of their cove¬ 
nants i it was but Juft they ftiould fuffer the confequcnces, for they furely 
had no title to indulgence. One objc£lfion only, to this Gentleman’s con- 
du^ regarding this Treaty, remains unanfwered ; and that is the article 
by which he gives the dcciCon of difputcs into the hands of the Govern - 
0 ’ ment's 
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mem’s officers u but for this error he hss fo iogejjuoQfljr apologifed huofelf, 
th?t nothing btli ill-nature could be capable of continuing it as a charge 
againft him. However, had not the unhappy and ill-judgcd fecond depu¬ 
tation taken place, this error might cahlyhave been retrieved, and over-' 
ruled as foon as the inconvenienceg had been difeovered. 

Concerning/Af fr^ent of Canjun, (levelled at Mr. Vanfittart's rcpulauon 
only) the charge is fo evidently malicious, as hardly to deferve a reply.. 
It is a notorious truth, that at the capture of Coffimbuzar and Fort Wil¬ 
liam, the Government had {lore both of cannon and field pieces with their 
carriages, which they had fix months in their pofleffion.—Surajad Dowla 
had 20 of the latter fo well confiruited by his own people, that they could 
hardly be known from tboie tnade in Europe. But we will not affiront 
your underftanding, by dwelling longer in the refuUtlon of a charge fo 
repugnant to fenfe as well as decency. 
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